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INTRODUCTION 


Thk African ApoJeiiis is cue of the most curious 
AffUKs of Roman literature. We know something 
of his Hfe from his Apohma, an<l it is quite possible 
that at the beciniiing auu at the end of the 
*torpk<ut: the description of Lnciua, the hero of the 
stovy, may contain a few autobiogmpbical details. Ke 
'.ras bom of good huullf at Madaiira, a town on the 
confines of Nnmidiaand Goctuliap aboattbe end of the 
first quarter of the second centurj a.d., and while stUl 

J aite a young man set out on a journey to Alexandria. 

^n the way~Ke fell 111 at Oca (supposed to be the 
modern Tripoli)) and was nursed by a rich widow 
oamed Aerailia PiidentiUa, who was rather older 
than himaelf. He married her, and in vexation at 
the unequal rnateb her relations brought an action 
against him chargii^ bim with having won her love by 
means of magic. The ApoU^a referred to above is 
his speech for the defence, which was doubtless suo 
cessful; and he afterward settled at Carihage, 
whence he journeyed through various African towns 
giving philosophic lectures and living the life of 
one of the re^ilar Sophists of the £nplre, frooi 
whom he only mSered in that he wrote and lectured 
in Latio instead of in Greek. The date of his death 
is unknown. 

The interests of Apuleios were before all centre^l 
in religion, philosophy, and magic. He seems to 
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fiAVd known «ud d»|iked the Christi&iiitj which was 
rapidlj spreadiug in his time, and to have wished to 
commena to the wortd a form of Platonism which 
included an elaborate s ystem of angels and demons i 
and to have been strongly in favour of the Eastern 
systems of initiation wbi<m bad by his time becomo 
exceedingly popular in the Roman Empire under the 
fonns of the worship of Isis and Mfuras. Besides 
the Metamof'pAoits contained in the present volume, 
and the Apoapa, we possess from hU pen the Florida, 

A collection ox extracts—*' purple patc^ es ’ '—from his 
lectures and speeches, on all conceivable subjects: a 
dialogue on the god (the of Socrates, and a 

treatise on Plato and his doctrines. There is also 
extant a free version of the Aristotelian v<pl 
bearing Anuleias* name, but its ascription to him 
appears to^ doubtful. 

tn the MelAmorphofU (or Golden Aet, as it is often 
called) the author s religious and philosophical views 
take a leas important place than in most of his ^ 
other works; and Indeed the last book, 
contains an elaborate account of the hero's initiati ‘ 
into various mysteries, is of less value tlian the reo«'' 
of the work except to professed students of the 
various Oriental religious which had to contend 
with the rising Christianity of the second century. 
The refereoces Co magic, which occur tlirooghout, 
are of greater interest, and tlxe story of the trails* 
formation of the hero into an ass, which is the main 
thread of tlie plot, so deeply impressed some of 
his contemporaries and successors that we find Sh 
Au^stlne * writing: Yet had be his humane reason^ 
still, os AouUivs ^d in his asse^ship, as hlmse '• 
writetb in his booke of the golden asse; bee it a L * 

• 0/th Oitk of <2od, XVI n. IB (17). Ir. hy J. Hfeoleyl ' 
vi 
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INrnODXjCTION 

or A truth that bee wrtt«th mdiMvU 
Tlia plot, however, was not his own, but taken from 
A still extant Greek work, Aovecer ^ Sr«r, which wa« 
formerly ascribed to Ludan, though it is almost 
certainly not his. It was very greatly improved by 
Apuleins, who cut down one or two oi the scenes of 
the original and then greatly enlarged it with an 
abundance of excellent stories of love, sorcery, jests, 
and robbers; and, In p&rtieular, inserted in the 
middle of his work the long and beautiful allegory 
of Cupid and Psy^e. 

It Seems pro'hable that many of these stories 
belonged to tlic various collectioi\s of yecatioe which 
were eornmon in the later Greek and Bocnan liters* 
ture, though now unfortunately almost comidetely 
lost. The most famous colleetlon was known as 
the ^^U€riaH TaUt, originally collected by one Aris¬ 
tides, end translated into lAtin by the historian 
Sisenna iu late republican times: it is likely that, 
besides those contained in the Mclamorp/wet, we 
have specimens of a couple in t)>e earlier novel 
r. Petronius. Tiicsc were almost universally, it 
^ ust be confessed, of more thain doubtful morality; 
>^ut as told by Apuleius in his rollicking fashion 

H ' give the reader little more than an impression 
in and high spirits, and the general effect may 
perhaps be compared with that of Boccaccio’s 
Decameron. In that work, indeed, at least two of 
Apuleius’ storiee appear in an Italian surrounding, 
and the vrhole is probably not very much unlike what 
a collection of the Milesian stories must have keen, 
'except that Boccaccio’s milieu is more romantic, and 
there would have beeu in the collection of Aristides 
greater number of the shorter and more disgraceful 
.^ind of anecdote found in Poggio’s Facetiae. 
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Apuleiuj i$ b; no moons sn oosf outbor, dehgbtfbt 
as ho is, to road in tbe original Latin. Latin wa$ not 
bis native or natural lanffii&ge, and when he mastered 
it he worked out for niroself a moat extraordinary 

a .e, which seems to contain tbe genius of some quite 
er tOQgne clotbed in a Latin dress. He would 
make use of me and outlandish words, as well as 
reviving others which had dropped out of tbe ordi* 
nary language since pre'classlcsil times, and combioed 
the whole into a curious mosaic, not at all unsuitable, 
indeed, Co tbe weird and jolly stories tiiat be had to 
telJ, but disconcerting to those accustomed to the 
sobriety and regularity of classical Latin. We are 
fortunate indeed in possessing an Elleabethao trans¬ 
lation of tbe Golden Att, for the language of no 
other age of our literature could make any attempt 
to represent the exuberance of tbe original; and 
though the style of Adllugton is far more restraine*! 
than that of his model, some of Apuleius' peculiarities 
show through it sufficiently to give the Enelish reader 
at least an Idea the language in which the novel 
was written. 

Of William Adbiigton we know nothing except 
that he dedicated his translation to the Eorl of Sussex, 
writing from University College, Oxford, September 
19, 1566^ and tlut be was possibly the author of 
a Uttle verse b'act, A Spectall Iiemedi< agaimi the 
fwiotu font of Liwlene L<m, published thirteen 
ream later. His traoslaiton must nave been popular, 
lor it was reprinted three times in the next thirty 
years, and once again forty ycaia later still; and the 
great ra.rity of all these ^itions is further evidence 
that they were appreciated and constantly read.^ 

^ i'or an alaliorste &ad ciatr*sighted crlticiacD of tiw marits 
tod fa»iqraB of AdliaxCon*s (raoslatioi) the reader ahoold 

ViU 
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• This is the in tfa« pr«s«nt volume 

is prioted opposite to the LetiA text. It ia, however, 
bj no means as Adlio^ton wrote it I have not oul^ 
modernised the spelling aod eompletel/ rearranged 
the puDctuatieo—for AiUlngtoa's system was indeed 
"very obseore and dark, and thereby consequently 
loathsome to the reader”—bat I have altered it to 
bring it into greater harmony with the Latin accord¬ 
ing to modem ideas of translation* I may frankly 
state that I have done so not without some very 
considerable degree of repognance, for meddling 
with the style ofWeb a ma^rplece of English murt 
needs impair the balance of the sentences, arid ietr^ 
duce to some extent an incoogmoos element; but 
a greater degree of accaracy than Adlingtoo ever 
attaioed is necessary to the plan of the present 
series. I have attempted, not without considerable 
labour, to the aHermtions as few and as slight 

as possible; and the result is, 1 hope, a reikderiog 
which, while not by any roeans a word•fo^wortl 
representation of the original, h' yet sufficiently 
accurate, without being literal, for all ordiimry pur> 
poaeSt same tiine preserves the charm of 

the sixteenth-eentary Engliab verttocL 

The Latin text here printed is somewhat eclectic. 
It is founded to a eoosidemble extent, as all future 
texts of Apuleiua most be, on the work of Helm, 
his latest eoitor in the Teabner series But it does not 
by any pieana invariably follow him, aod I have used 
my own judgement freely in selecting variant readings 

’coosqU Ur. Charlse Whfblaf^ Xittadoetlon (e the Tudor 
Xraoiittioo reprint (sea StUat BibUefrsphj). Hr.Whitley has 
proved he depeoded to eomc exieat (thaegh bj qo mates 
.wtiolly) on s Fraoeb tmashttion, aod has evea< witu great 
HogeDofty» tiached down,the parttoalar reed sf to g bag*'•pioyi.'d. 


ISTROOUCriON \ 

•ud ftdoiittiDg cQujcctores > I bAve c»ll«d Attentioiil 
iq tbft fgotDotes to socDe of the more uaportenU 
depirtoree from the reeding of the menuscriptij 
Bc^ee the text of Helm, I here made constent uto* 
of the work of Betoaldos, whose commeikterT, afrer ^ 
the lapse of more fourbcmdred joors, stil} seecoA 
to me to be moch the best to e^sUuce. 

a (jA5£L£E ' 
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TO THE READER 

Whsh tbtt I hftd^ gcDtle rAad^, aligbtlr here ari3 
then run ever tbe plea$a4it amd delectable jesta of 
Luciua Apuleius (a man of anaent descent, and 
endued with singular learning) written in such a 
frvik and flourishing style, as be seemed to have the 
Muse* always at wuJ, to 6ed and rotiitiUin his pen: 
and when again i perceived tbe matter to minister 
such exceeding plenty of mirth, as never in lay 
judgement tlte like hsu been sbewe<l by any otlusr, [ 
purposed according to my slender knowledge (though 
it Were rudely, and far JibaCTeeing fmm the fine and 
excelleut doings nowadays) to translate tbe same 
into our vulgar tougue, to the end that amongst so 
many sage and serious works (as every man well nigh 
endeavour daily to increase) there might be some 
fresh and pleasant matter to recreate the minds of 
the readers withal. Howb^t I was eftsoons driven 
from my purpose by two causes: first, perceiving 
that tbe author liad written his work in so dark and 
bigb a style, in so strauge and absurd words, and in 
such new invented phrases, as he seemed rather to 
set le forth to shew his magnificence of prosei than 
to participate bis doings to other; secondly, fraring 
leat the translation of this present book (w?ucb 
seemeth a mere jest and fable, and a work worthy to 
be laughed at, by reason of the vanity of tbe autW) 
might be contemned and despised of all men, and 
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tOj eon$<qaeDt}y, 1 to be b*d ia derUioo to oecapj 
iDj«elf is such frivolous ud trifliog ton. But on 
the other side, whea I had tbroughlj learned the 
intent of the aothor and the {>urpo$ewb^ he Invented 
so sportful a jest, I wa« saiW peraoaked that mj 
small travail sboald not estlj fie accepted of many, 
but the cutter itself aQowed and praised of all. 
Wherefore I Intecd, God vrilRaa:, as nigh as 1 can to 
otter and (^>en the meauing thereof to the simple 
aud imoraot. irherebj the; ma; not take the same 
as a thing onl; to jest and laugh at (for the &bles of 
Aesop ai^ the feigoiog of po e t s were sever written 
for that purpose) hot hj the pleaaasbiees thereof be 
nther induced to the kooinedge of their present 
estate, and theceb; bansfom themselves Into the 
right aod perfect shape of men. The argument of 
the book is, bow XiOcius AjMleias, the author himself, 
travelled into Thessaly (being a regies in Greece 
where all the vonec for iht most be such wooderful 
witches, that the; cao transform men into the figure 
of brute beasts) where after he bad continued a few 
days, b; the migb^ force of a violent confection he 
was ebuged into a miserable ass, and nothing might 
reduce him to his wonted shape but the eating of a 
rose, which, after the endurance of bifinite sorrow, 
at length be obtained b; prayer. VeriJ; under the 
wrap of this transfonnation is taxed the life of 
moiial men, when aa we suffer our minds so to be 
drowned in the setmal lusts of the flesh and the 
beavtly pleasore thereof (wfai^ ma; be called 
the violent confection of witcaes) that we lose 
wholly the use of reaaen and virtue, which properly 
should be in a man, and play the parts of brute 
and savage beasts. By like occauon we read how 
divers of tiM companions of Ulyases were turned 
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by the marvellous power of Ciice ioto swine. And 
find we not in the Scripture thjit Nebuchedneuer, 
the ninth king of Bebylon, by reeson of bis great 
dominions and realms, fell into such exceeding pride 
that ho was suddenly trantformed of abnigh^ God 
into an horrible monster, baring the bead of an ox, 
the feet of a bear, and the tail of a lion, and did eat 
hay aa a beast f But as Lucius Apuleius was changed 
Into his horaan shape by a rose, the companions of 
Ulysses by great interce^on, and Nebuchadoesaarby 
the continual prayers of Daniel, whereby they knew 
themselves and lived after a good and virtuous life: 
00 can we never be restored to the right figure of 
ourselves, except we taste and eat the rweet rose 
of reason and virtue, which the rather by mediation of 
prayer we may assuredly attain. Again^ may not the 
meaning of tf>is work be altered and turned in this 
sort? A man desirous to apply his muul to some 
cxeellent art, or given to the study of aiy of the 
sciences, at the nrst appeareth to hixnscli an ass 
without wit, withont Knowledge, and not much 
uulike a brute beast, till sudi time as by much pain 
and travail he hath achieved to the perfectness of 
the same, and tasting the sweet Aower and of 
bis studies, doth tbiok himself well brought to the 
right and very shape of a man. Finally, the Meta* 
norphose of Lucius Apuleius may be resembled to 
youth without discretion, and his reduction to age 
possessed with wisdom aud virtue. 

Now since this book of Lucius Is a figure of man'a 
life, aod toucheth the nature and manners of mortal 
men, egging them forward from their asioal form to 
their human and perfect shape, beside the pleasant 
and delectable jests therein contained, 1 trust if my 
ahsplo translation be nothing accepted, yet the matter 
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itself be esteemed b; soeb ns not ooJy deligbt 
to please tbeir fuMiee in readiag the same, but also 
take a psCteni thereby to regeoerate their minds 
from brutish and beutlj eustom. Hovbelt I have 
iM>t so exactly passed throogh the author, as to point 
every seDteoce as H is in or so absolutely 

translated evecr word aa H lieth in the prose (for so 
the Frencb and Spaxiish translators have not done) 
coondering the same in oar vulgar too^e would 
have appnred very obscare and aark, and thereby 
coosequeotly loathsoroe to the reader, but nothing 
erring fran the tree and natural meaning of the 
author, have used more common and fimiLar words 
(yet not so much as 1 might do) for the plainer setti>ig 
&rtb of the same. But howsoever It be, geutle reader, 
I pray tbee it in good part, considering that for 
thee 1 have taken this pain, to the intent that thou 
mayest read the same with pleasure. 



THE LIFE OF LUCIUS APULEIUS 
BRIEFLY DESCRIBED 


Lgciui ApuLBiUtt AyfilCAM, an e^cdleitt follower of 
Plato bis sect, bom in Madaun, a couiiti^ sometbne 
inhabited by the Rnmansj and under the jurisdiction 
of bypbax, sltoate ajid lying upon the borders of 
Numidia and Gaetuba, w^iereby he caJleth himself 
half a K umldian and half a OaetuUan: and Stdoniu^ 
named biro the Platoniaik Madaureoce. Hia father^ 
called Theseus, had )>asee<l all offices of dignity in 
his eountry ^vitll much honour: bis mother, named 
Salvia, was of such excellent virtue, that she passed 
ail the dames of her time, born of an ancient house, 
and descended from the noble philosopher, Plutarch, 
and Sextus his u^bew ; his wife called Pudeatllla 
was endowed with as much virtue and richness ai 
ahy woman might be. He himself was of an Ugh 
and comely stature, grey-eyed, hi^ bair yellow, and 
A beautiful personage; he nourished in Carthage in 
the time of J ulianus AvUus and Claudius Maxinus 

C nsuls, where he spent his youth in learning the 
1 sciences, and much profited under bis masters 
there, wherel^ not without cause he gloriously 
ealle^ himself the nourice of Carthage, the 
celestial Muse and venerable mistress of Amthe. 
go^ after, at Athens (where in ttraes paat tbe well 
«f all daecrine flourisheci) be tasted many of 

tiA 
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of tbe MiiM*, be leenied peetiy, geometiy^ music, 
lo^, end the uaiTeml kaowled^ of pbiloeophj, 
Aod studied not la nio tbe oioe Mnsea, th^t ie to 
stj, tbe jiiae noble end royel dUdpUses. ImmO' 
diitelj After be vent to Borne, and rtndied there the 
toofoe with each labour actd contioual 8tud7 
that he acnicTod to great eloqnenee, and was known 
•nH approred to be escelleotly learned, whereby he 
•might worthily be called Polybirtor, that is to say, 
one that knoweth moeb or many things. 

And beiof thus no leas endued with eloquenoe 
thau with smgolar learmog, he wrote many books for 
them that shoold ccoe after: whereof part by neglU 
gence of times be intercepted, and part now ertant, 
do suffidentfy declare with bow much wisdom and 
doctrine be flocrished, and with bow much virtue he 
excelled amongst tbe rode and barbarous pe<m)e. 
the like was Anacbarsis amongst tbe meet luskish 
Scythes. But amoogst tbe books of Loeius Apuleius, 
which are perished and prevented, howbeit greatly 
desired of ns nowadays, one was entitnled Banquet* 
log Qoestioiis, another eoCreatiog of the nature of 
fish, another of the generation of beasts, another 
containing his Epagnms, and another called Henna* 
gons: but such as are now extant are the four books 
named Floridonpii, wherein is contained a flourishing 
style and a sanMry kind of learning, which deUghteth, 
holdetb, rejotcetb the reader raarvelioosly; 

wherein you sball find a great variety of things, as 
leaping one from another • one excelIrot and copioua 
oratioo, containiog aB tbe grace and virtue oi the 
art oratory, wbere^ he clearetb Limeelf of the crime 
of art ma^e, which was alsnderoosly objected against 
him by his envious adverearies, wbereia U contained 
such force of eloqnoace and doctrine as be seemetb to 



THE LIFE OF LUCIUS APULKIUS 

p**$ «ad exe«l himselT There u another book of the 
god or spirit of Soeratesj whereof S« AcgutiDe otaketb 
raenCjon ia hia boc 4 the defimtkm of ^irits and 
description of roen: two other books of the oiidoion 
of Plato, wherein a brkdj contained that which 
befi>re was largely ezpreaa^: one book of Cosdio> 
grapbj, comprising manj thiogs of Aristotle’s 
Meteors: the dial^ne of Trism^stus translated by 
him ont of Greek into that it rather 

seeneth with more eloqoence torned into Latin, than 
it was before written in Creek: bvt jmoeipallj these 
eleven books of the Golden Aas are enriched with 
sncb pleasant matter, with sneh estccQency and 
varie^ of donrishing tales, that nothing may be 
more sweet and dele^ble: whereby woi^ily they 
may be entitoled, Tbe Books of the Golden Asi, 
for the pasAog s^Ie and matter therein. For what 
can be more acceptable than this Aas of Gold io' 
deed f Howbeit there toay be many wbieh would 
rather entitle St Metasn^phods, timt is to say, a 
transfiguration or traosfonnation, by reason of the 
argument and matter tbereia. 
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The preface of the author 

TO HIS SON FAUSTINUS 

AND UNTO THE BBADERS OF THIS BOOK 

Thftt t to thcB con* i«7ou» oiky ibow in giotit gloM, 
<Lo4 fcAoklj f««d av8 wtib powtog &]e*Mal ptoii: 

6o UtAt Ibou deiga in x s m Jy lort tblg wacitoe ooob t« ^aw, 
TfaAt U Mt out and gcmiabM fln», with written pbmea &«*• 

I wl]l declefo how ooe b; hap bfe hutnan figure loet, 

And ]iow In hrutieh foraed ah^ ble loath^ life he toieed. 
And how he wm in course ot Ufoe fron eucii eeUte onfoldi 
Who afCaoona^ toraed to prielioe ehepe> hie lot nniuokf told 

W HAT and who he was atteiid a while, and shall 
anderatand that it was even I, the writer of oune 
own Metamorphose and sOange alteration of li^re. 
Kjmsttufl, Athene, Isthraia, Ephyrus, Taeaaros, and 
Sparta, bein^ fat and fertile soils (ms I pray you jpve 
credit to the books of more everlastbig fume) be 
places where mine ancient progeny aitd litiea^ did 
sometime douriiOct there I say, in Athens, when 1 
was young, I went drst to school. Soon after (as 
M straoger) 2 arrived at Rome, whereas by ^eat 
industry, and without instructiou of aoy s^ool 
master, I attained to the full perfection of the iatin 
tongue : behold, I 6rst crave and bw your pardon, 
lest I should Imppen to displease or off^d any of yon 
by the rude and rustic utterauce of tMa strange and 
foreign language. And verily this new alteration of 

xxJU 
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LIBER I 

1 At ego tiU ocrmme isCo Mil«sio y»ries fabulAs 
conseram aaresqae tius becivolu lepido susurro 
p«mu]ceam» modo si popj'run Aeg^ptvim argutiA 
Nilotic! caliuni inscripbus aoQ spreveru inapicere, 
figuru fortunasque hominoia io dUa imagines eon< 
versas et in se rorsum mutuo nexa refectas, ut 
mireris. Exordior. Qui$ Ula ? Paucis aeeSpa, 
Hymeitos AUka et Istlimos Epbjraea et Taen^iros 
Spart acK, glcbae feiicea aetaroaia {ibris felicioT- 
ibus eomlitaa, mea wtos presa(^ est: iU lioguam 
Attidem pnnus pueritiae sUpendiis raerui. Mox in 
orbe Latia adveiia studinram, Quiritiam indigenam 
s^monrcD aerumDaliili labore, nallo cnagistro prae^ 
eunte, aggressos excuhii. £0 tcct praefamur 
veniam, si quid exotid ao Cbrenas sertnonis rodla 
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THE GOLDEN ASS OF 
APin.EIUS 


BOOK I 

In tbU tAlc 1 slisll string together divers 

stories, mid delight your kindly ears with a pleasant 
history, if you will not scorn to look upon this 
Bgyptun paper wrlttvo with a ready pen of Nile 
reedr—Stories of men’s fortns and fortunes trans* 
formed into different sliapes, iind then restored t^in 
in due sequence hack into their selves-<-« true subject 
for wonder. Wlio is the autltor? In a few worda 

i ou shall understand. Hjmettus of Athena, the 
sthmus of Corinth, Taenaius of Sparta, being famous 
lands (aa 1 pray you give credit to the books of more 
everlasting faine^ ^ places wlicie mine ancient 
progeiw and lineage did sometlree flourish ; there 
when f waa young i went first to school aud learned 
the Attic speecli. Soon alter (as a stranger) 1 arrived 
at Rome, where by great industry, and without 
instruction of any schoolmaster, I arrived at the full 
perfection of tlie Latin tongue: beliold, I first crave 
and beg your pardon, lest I should happen to d» 
please or offend any of you by the rude and rustic utter* 
unce of this strange and foreignlanguage. And verily 
this change of speech doth correspond to the enter- 
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]o«ut«r offend«ro. Iain hae« equidem 1p$« to^Ik 
iramutatio de6ultoria« $n«ntUe stilo quern &cee«- 
sinus responded F&bulam Graecanieun incipimus: 
lector intende; l&etaberis, 

i Thessaliam, luiin et !)lic orlginis isutemae nostrae 
Amdamenta a PluUircho illo incUto a« max Sexto 
philosopho nepote elus prodita gloriam nobis taciunt, 
earn Theasaliam ex ne^tio petebam. Postquacn ardua 
montium et lubrica valliura et roseida caeapituni 
et glebosa caniporun ecnensi, me equo indigena i)er> 
albo vebeos eo quoque admodom fesso, nt ipse etbui 
fatigationem sedentariara incessus vegetatfone dU* 
cutereo); in pedes desilio, eqiii sudorem a fronto 
curioae exfrico, aures remulceo, freiioa dctrabo, in 
graclum Jenecn sensiin proveho, quoad las&ltudinis 
incomnodum alui aoliturn ac imturale praesldluni 
eliqunret. Ac dnm )s, ientacnUim ninbulatohum, 
pmta quae in'aeterit ore in latiis detorto pronun 
efectat,'duobus comiinm, qui forte paululum prO' 
ceaserAot, terUum me foclo, Ac dum ausculto quid 
serinoiils agitarent; alter exerto cacbiuno Farce' 
inquit "In vei'i>a isto iuiec tarn absurda tamque 
inmania mentiendo/' Isto accepto sititor alioquin 
novltatls " Inrno vero " inqnam " Imperlite serraonis 
non quidem curiosum, aed qui vebm seire veJ cun eta 
i 
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priM aiui uistter ^vliereiH' I |iur|><»8e to treat, like a 
rider leaping from horse to horse; T set forth unto 
you a Grecian story : whereto, gentle reader, if tboii 
Attend and give ear, thou slialt he well contented 
uithal. 

I fortuned to travel into I’iicssniy, about certain 
affairs which I had to du (for there, iny ancestry by 
iny ojother’s side inliabiteth, descended of the line of 
that nrosC excellent person Plutarch, and of Sextus 
the philosopher his nephew, which is to us a great 
worship Aiul honour); and after that by much travel 
and great pniu,I had ]>aased over theingh !noiititAins 
and slijipery valleys, auul lia<l rl<hlen tlircuigh the 
tiewy gi’aaa and hdlowed Helds, perceiving tJtat my 
Imrse, a while thoroughbred of that country, did 
wear sooicwltat slow, and to the intent likewise 1 
might repose und strengthen myself (being weary ot 
long sitting) I lighted off* my horse on to my feel, 
and wiping carefully away the svreat fronj his head, 
and stroking his ears, 1 unbridled Inn, and walked 
hint on to A gentle sloiiu, to the end that he might 
Uy nature's relief ease himself of his weariness; and 
while he went taking bis morning grase ui the ffeld 
(casting hU liead sometimes aside as n token of re> 
juicing and gladness) 7 perceived a little before me 
two con>|>anlons rid(ng,auid so I overtMlingthem made 
atilird. And while 1 listened to hear their cooversa* 
tion, one of them htugbed, and mocked bis fellow, 
stying t Leave off, 1 ])ray thee, and speak no 
more, for I cannot abide to hear thee tell such 
absurd incredible lies." Wiiich when I heard I 
de8ire<l to hear some news, and said : “ 1 pray 
you, masters, make me ]>artaker of your talk, that 
am not so curious as desirous to know all you say, 
or most of it. So shall the difficulty of this high 
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vel certe plururu: simul iug( quod insurgunus aspri. 
tudiaem fabul&rum lepida iocunditas levigabit ’ 

S At ilJe qui coeperat, '*Ne’' iiiquit " Istud menda- 
citiKU tom veruu e 6 t> quam si quis veHt dicere 
itiagico auAirracainc flDuies agiles reverti, mare 
pigruin coiligari, vetitos ioaiiiiiies ux^pirare; solem 
lithibcri, IdiiaiT) despiimurij atelias evelli, dJeiu tolli, 
jiocton^ Uiieri/' 

Tujic ego In verha lideiitior ** Heus tu” inquani 
" Qui seiinonem ieccras prioreiii; ne pigeat te vel tae- 
deat reiiqua portexere/’ et ad alium '' Txi veru erasais 
auribus et obstinato corde respuis quae forsitan vere 
(lerhibeantiir. Minus Hervule culles pravisslmis 
opiniouibus ea putari mendacia, <^uue vel auditu nova 
vel viau rudia vel certe sujira ca|)tuut cugitatiunis ardua 
vUleantur; quae si paulo acctimtius exploi'ans, non 
niodu compertu evidentia, vermn etlaro factu facilia 
4 Nentiea. l^go denique ves3)era, dum pulentac 
casraUe niodico seeus oSulom grand! orem in eoju 
vivas ueuiulus contruncare gesUo, luollitie cibi glu- 
tinosi fancibus inliaerentis et meueula spiritus 
distineutis miniino minus interii: et tamen A^enis 
proxime et ante Poecilen })ortieum isto gemloo 
obtutu drculstorem aspexi equestrem spathiMD 
6 
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hill before US be lightened by merry and nleaaant 
Ulk." 

But be that had laiiglied first, aaid: Verily this 
tale is aa true aa if a rnajj would aay that by aercery 
and enchantment the swift rivers miglttbe forced to 
run against their courses; the sea to be bound 
immovable: the winds to lose their force and die; 
the sun to be restrained from his natural journey: 
the moon to drop her foam upon ti)e earth; the 
stars to be pulled down from heiven; the day to be 
dnrkened; and the night be made to continue for 
ever.’* 

Then 1, speaking more confidetitly, said: "I 
pray you, you that began to tell your tale even now, 
leave not off $o, but tell the resichie." And turning 
to the other, I said: “You perhaps, that are of 
gross ears and an obstinate mind, mock and contemn 
those things which are perchance really the truth; 
know you not,i’ faith, that those things are accounted 
untrue by the false oj^nlon of men, which are either 
seldom heard or rarely seen, or are so high that they 
pass the capacity of man's reason f The which If 
you scan them nmre narrowly, you shall not only find 
them evident to the understanding, but even very 
easy to be brought to pass. Look you: the other 
night, being at supper with my fellows, while 1 <lid 
greedily put in my mouth a great morsel of barley fried 
witli cheese. It stuck so fast, being soft and doughy, In 
the jwissage of my throat and my windpi)>e, that I 
was well nigh choked. And yet lately at Athens, 
before the porch there called the Poecile, I saw with 
tJiese two eyes of rnlne a juggler tliat swallowrvl ap 
a knight's sword with a very keen edge, and by and 
by, for a little money that we that loukeO on gave him, 
hedevoured a hunting spear with the point <icwnw4rd; 



LL'aUS APULKI US 

^r«eacutum mucroiie iiiF«sto devoras^e «c most 
eundeui invitanento ^viguae etipis venatoHam lan- 
ceaiD, qua parte raiaatur exit^um, Iq ima viscera 
cendidisse: et ecce pooe lajieeae ferrum, qua 
bacillum iuverBi tel! ad occipitium per ingluvieni 
sdbit, puer in mollitieiu decorus iesurgit iuque 
flexiUus tertuosis enervam et exoasam saltationem 
explicit coju omniuiR, qui aderaiuus, admiratione : 
<Uceres del medici baculo^ quo«l rainulis semiaiU' 
putatis iiodoeum gerit, serpeutem generosum lubiieis 
implexibUB iobaerere. Sed iam cede tu sodei, qui 
ceeperu, fabuUm remetire. Ego tibt eelua haec 

E ro iato credam et qued ingressui ]>riuiiiin fuerit ati* 
ulum, )>nuidio participabo. Haec tlbi merces d«' 
posita est.** 

(, Atiilc: Xstud quideuij quod pollicei'is, a«qu I boniquv 
facio, veruin quod Inchoaverau) porro exoidiar. 9ed 
tibi priui deienbo solem utumoianivideatero^ deuni 
me re vera comperta meiuorare, nee vo$ idteriua 
dubiUbitis s: Tliessaliae preximao) clvitatem i>er> 
veireritis, quod ibidem passim per ora populi sermu 
iicteUir quae palum gesbasuot. Sed ut prlus norilis 
cuiatissim; Acgienels: audite et quo quaestu me 
teneem; melle vel caseo et huiuscciaodl cau- 
ponioruin mercibu.4 ]>er Thcs&aliHin Aetoliani Hoeo* 
iiain ahro citro dlscurreus. Comj>erte itaque 
Hy|tatae, quae eivitas cunctae Thessaliae antejtollet, 
easeum recens et seiti laporis adtuodum commode 
pretio dlstrabi, festinus adcuccirri id omne prae- 
stinaturus. Sed, ut fieri assolet, Binistro pede pro^ 
fccUim me epes eoinpendii fi*iisCratii eat y omne enim 
pridie Lupus negotiator magnarius coemeraL Ergo 

\ The US8 have si)aply videauw^ irhich veuld need an 
objMt. t«o's nuupjdfflCna seems the simpIeaC emeBtUtioo. 
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%nd over the bl^iOe of the ape*r, wliere the heft of 
the spear turned down rose tliroUffU Che throat Cowards 
his pate, there appeared on it (which caused us all 
who were present to marvel) a fair boy pleasant and 
nimble, wiodiog and turning himself in sach sort 
that you would suppose that he bad neither bone 
nor gristle, and verily think he was the natural 
serpent, creeping and sliding where the twigs arc* 
cut off OQ the knotted staff of rougli wood whieii the 
god of raedicuie is wont to bear, But do you, I |U*ay 
you, tliMt began, rciicat your talc ugsin, and 1 alone, 
in place of your fellow, will give credit unto you, 
and for your [uiins, will jwiy your charges for yenr 
suj>i>er nt the next inn we come unto.” 

io this he answered: " Certes, fcir, I thank )'cu for 
your gentle offers un<l, at yuiir request, 1 will jtroceed 
in ray talc; but first I will swear unto you by the 
light of this Suii, the CJo<1 tluit saeth all, that tlura: 
things which I shall tell be true; nor, wlicn you 
ooine to tile next city, which U of Thess^dy, will you 
doubt anything of it, for it is rife in the mouths of 
every jmrson wlhcb wus done before the face of all 
men. And that I may first nuikc relation to you, 
w'hat and who I am, uu<l whltlicr 1 go, and for what 
Uvelibood; know ye, that 1 am of Aegina, travelling 
these countries abtutt from Thessaly to Aetolls, and 
from AetoKato Boeoliu, to |>rovide for boncy, cheese, 
and other victuals to sell again. And undcrslonding 
that at Hypata fwhich Is the principil city of all 
’I'bcssaly) are sold fresh cheeses of exceeding good 
taste and relish, I fortuned on a day to go tlikher to 
luake my market there of the whole* But (as it 
often happens) I came in an evil hour, for one Lupus, 
a wholesale purveyor, had bought up all tlie day 
before, aud so I was deceived of my proirt. Where- 

9 
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igitur ineflicaci celeritaU fatigatas comRioduTa 
ij pen onenU ad balneas proc«as«rAm; acc« SocratCD 
contuberoslem cneuni conspkio. Humi acdebat 
sciaaiH palliasiro semiamictoa, paene alius lufore, 
ad raiseram madeoi dafoi^uatua, qualia sol^t for- 
tanae detrimina^ stipea in triviia erogare, Huqo 
laleo, quftmquaiD uecessarium eb suaime co^itum, 
tamen dubia mente propius acc«$$i. ‘ Hem ’ Inquam 
' Mi SocraieSj quidiatud ? Quae (*acie6? Quod flagi* 
tium } At vero domi toae iam dedetua et cooclamatua 
e«: liberis tuia tutores liirldiei provincUlis decreto 
dati i u:cor peraolutia infcrlaUbua* luetu et mae* 

rore diutumo deformata, difHetia paene ad extremam 
eaptivibitem oculis auie, domus infortunium novarum 
nuptiarum gniidils a suis elUi parentibus hllarare 
eompellituj. At tu hie larvale simulacruni cum 
Bummo dedeeore nostro viseris/ 'Arletomene/ 
logo it 'Ne tu fortunarum lubrieas ambages et in- 
stabiles iucursioaes et reciprocos vicUsitudinea 
ignores! ’ £t cuiu chcto sutili centunculo faciem 
suani iarududuin puuicautem prae pudore obtexit^ 
ita ut ab umbiUeo pube tenua cetera corporis renu* 
daret. Kec denigue perpeasus ego tam miaerum 
aerumoae apectaculum, iniecta menu ut assurgat 

1 Oudcodorp*! ameadaUoA for the impoiaibia of 

the HSS. 

s H«lca *0 emeedadoo for tbe U98* Or tb» 

/traii^ ct tbe older editioos irould aoffioa 
10 
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fore towMils ni^fht (being greatly wearied by my 
hurrying, tlimjgh it hod been of none effect) I went 
to c^e bathe to refresh myself, and behold, I 
fortuned to e$])y my comittQion derates. He waa 
sitting upon the ground, covered with a torn and 
coarse m:int)e, so meagre and of so sallow and 
miserable a countenance that 1 soantly knew him ; 
for fortune had brought him into such estate that he 
verily seemed as a common beggar tliat stands in 
the streets to crave the benevolence of the passers- 
hy« Towards u*hou> (howbeii he was my singular 
friend and familiar acuuointance) yet half in doubt, 
1 drew nigh and said: * Alas 1 ray Socrates, what 
tneaneth this, how dost tbou so ajipear? What 
crime hast thou committed? Verily tJtere Is great 
lamentation and weeping made for thee at home: 
thy children are in ward by decree of the provincial 
judge: thy w'ife (having ended her mournitig time 
in lamentable wise with her face and visage 
blubbered with tears in such sort that she hath 
well nigh wept out both her eyes) is constrained by 
her parents to put out of remenbrinoe the un> 
fortunate loss and lack of thee at home, by takbig 
(against her will) a now husband. And dost thou 
live here as a ghost or beggar to our great shame 
and ignominy?’ 'Ihen answered he to me, aod 
said: ' 0 my friend Aristonienes, now perceive 1 
well that you are ignorant of (lie wlnrliog changes, 
the unstable forces, and slippery iiiconsUncv of 
fortune ’: and therewithal he covered his face (even 
then blushing for very shame) with bis ragged 
mantle, so that the lower part of his body appeared 
all nal^. But 1, not willing to see him any 
longer in such great misery and calamity, took him 
by the hand to lift him up from the ground: who 



LUaUS APULK!OS 

7«Qitor. At iUe» ut erat, capiU velato ^Sioe, sine' 
inquit ' Pruatur diutius irophaco Fortuna quod 
fixic ipsa.’ 

‘‘Kdcvi sequatur ct siinul uiirid e duabus Jacioiis 
laeis exuo eumque propere vestio dicam an conte^, 
et iUico UvaL’fo trado; quod uiiclul, quod tersui, ipse 
(>nieiT)iiii8tro; sordluio enonneni eliivicm operosc 
tffrico i (irobe curatiiui, ad hoapitiuin, lassiis ipse 
IktigHluni acgerriine suvUixeits, perduuo; loctnio 
i*ofi>veo, nbo satio, }x)Culo iiiltigo, tWbulis |>ennuIceM. 
Jam alluben^ prucitvis est sennoniset ioci et scitiuii 
ct cavilliiTu; iaui dk^icibB^ tiuiiula,^ cuin ille imv Oc 
pectore erueisbilem 8U5))lritiiiD ducens, dextm sae* 
viente frooCem repbiudens, ‘ He misernni ’ indt ‘Qui, 
dum voluptutein gladlaUirii sjxctaculi sutU funigera- 
bllis cM>8CCtor, in lu£ aerumuus iiicidi. Kara ut scU 
optiine, secunduui quacatuni Macedoniam profeetii'*; 
<luin meiise decimo ibidem atteulus nummatior 
rcTortor, modico priusquam Lamsam accedet^co, per 
tmnsitiira s])ect'«cuUim vbiturus, in qua<lam avia et 
hvunosa convalli u v^tstlssimia latroiilbus obsesaub 
atque omnibus )>rivatu8 Uindem evade etj utix)te 
iiltiniu aiTectus, ad quandam cauj>onam Meroea, anuni 
»ed udniodum scitiilaiTij devorUi, eique causas et 
|>eregrinatluui8 diuturnae et dorouitionis ansiae et 
s)>o1iatioms diutumse et irtiseitie refero: quae me 

t Oud«Qdor^»’e wacndatioa for tba USS' (unida. Helsj 
tab'auda. 
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fbsviijghu fice covered in euch sort) *Let fortune' 
(<luoeU h«) 'Triumph yet more, let her her 
sway, and iinisli that wnieli she hath began.' 

“Then did I force him to follow and put off one of 
my garments, and clothed, ney, rather covered him, 
and immediately 2 brought biiu to the bath ; with my 
own hands I aerved him with what be needed for 
anointing and wiping. Z diligently rubbed away the 
filthy scurf of his h^j; wliich done, although 1 uas 
very weary myself, and hardly held him up, yet I led 
the poor wretch to niy inn, where I bade him repose 
his body upon e bed, and brought him meat and 
drink, and refi*eshe<l him with talking together. 
Then we grew free and merry, laughed aud joked 
wittily, now he talked wititout any fear, until such 
time a4 he (fetching a pitiful sigh from the bottom of 
his heart, and beatbig hia face in numerable sort) 
began to say : 

“ ‘ Alas, poor wretch that I am, that only fbr tJic 
desii’e to see a game, famous enough, of trial ol’ 
weapons, am fallen into these miseries and mis¬ 
fortunes. For, having set ont, as tJiou knowest, for 
Maeedonia, on my business, aud returning the richer 
after the space of ten months, a little before that I 
came to l^rissa I turno<l out of tlie to view 
tliose games, and behold, iii the bottom oi a pathless 
nnd hmlow valley, 1 was suddenly environed with a 
wild company oi thieves, who robbed nud sjKrijcd me 
of such tilings as I liad: and Iiardly did I escape, but 
(being in such extremity) in the end was delivered 
from them and fortuned to come to the bouse of a 
women that sold wine, called Meroe; old was she, 
yet not unpleasiog; unto whom I opened the causes 
of my long peregrination and careful home-oomiog, 
and of my unlucky robbery; and after that she 



LUCIUS APULEIUS 

nmiis qoom huinAnt tractore adorto cenae gratae 
atque gratuitae ac moX) urlgine percitaj cubill $uo 
appli«at. £t statira ttistr ut cum ilia acqaievi, ab 
unico congream aanosam ac pestilentem luem ^ con- 
trabo et ipsaa etiani lacioiaa, quaa boni latrone^ 
oontegeDcIo miln concesserant; in earn ccniull, 
operuUs etiam, quaa adhuc vegetiis saocariam faciena 
niercbaED; quoad me ad l$tam faciem, qunm paulo 
ante vidiati, bona uior et mala fortuna perdu ait’ 
d '•'Pol quidem tu dignua’ Lnquani extrema 
Buatinere, 9l quid est Cnmen novisairao extremlos, qui 
voluptatem veneriam et scortum scorteom Lari et 
libehs praetulisti/ At ille, digituRi a pollice proxi- 
mom ori suo admovens et m stuporem attoiiitus, 
*Tace, tace' inquitj et clrcumaplciene tuUmenU 
sermonis, ' Parce ’ inquit ‘ In femiiiam divioom, ne 
quam tibi lingua intemperante noxam contiahaa/ 
* Ain tandem ?' inquam ' Potens ilia et regina oati- 
poxu quid imiHeriB est f' ' Saga ’ inquit ' Et ilWinn, 
potens caelum deiionere, terrain auapenderej ibntea 
durare, montes dlluere, roanee aublimare, deos in* 
fimare, sidera extinguere, Tartarum Ipsum illucninare.' 
‘Oro te* inquam ^AuJaeum tragioum dimoveto et 
siperium scaenieuro complicate et eede verbis com* 

1 ± aabstaoUve bM dropped cut of the H8S. luem U the 
eo^eetion ofbl’ie. H^oaiua. 

U 
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gentlj <nt«rtain6d me, tod rntde me more than good 
cheer, with a supper free of charge; and by and by, 
being pricked oy carnal desire, she brought me to 
her ownbedch4mi>er; where 1 (poor wretel^ from the 
very first nigbt of our being t^etlior, did purck>ase 
to myself thU miserable sei*vitude, and I gave her 
such apparel as the kind thieves liad lei^ to cover me 
witha), and also the little wages tliat I had gained by 
cariTing bags wheasUll whole and sound, until this 
good dame and evU fortune brought me to that 
appearance in which you have just seen me/ 

Then said 1 unto him *. ‘ In hdth, thou art worthy 
to sustain tlie most extreme misery sod cal amity, and 
anything there may be even beyoud this last, which 
hast defiled thine own body, fursaken thy wife 
tmtorously and dishonoured tliy children, parents 
and friends for the love of a vile liarlot and old 
strumpet/ When Socrates beud roe mil against 
Meroe in such sort, he held up his fbrefitiger to his 
lips, and, as half astonled, said r ‘ Peace, peace, I 
pray you/ ami, looking about lest any person should 
hear,' I pray you' (mioth he) ‘ Take heed what you 
say against so venerable a woman as she is, lest by 
. yciUT intemperate tongue you catch some harm/ 
‘What^’ (quoth 1) 'This hostess, so coighty and a 
queen, what manner of womnn is she, I pray you tell 
njc ?' Th en answered he: 'Verily, she is a magician, 
and of divine might, which hath power to bring down 
the sky, to bear up the earth, to turn the waters into 
hills and tlie hills into running waters, to call up the 
terrestrial spirits Into the air, and to pull the gods cut 
of the heavens, to extinguish the planets, azul to 
lighten the very darkness of brll/ Then said 1 unto 
Socrates: ' 1 ptay you leave off this high and tragical 
kind of talk and away with the seejtlc curtain and 
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miu]ii>u9.’ ‘Vis' mquU ' Uuum v«l 6lt«rum; iimao 
plurima dus au<Iire fvctn ? H41U ut se dwent efRictim 
non modo incolae, verum etiiun Indi Aethiopee 
utrique, Tel ips! Antichthones, foli» snnt Artis et 
ntigae meree. Sed quod in cotjspectum ))luriuni 
perpetravitj nudi. 

9 “' Amstorera fiuuiu, quod in aliam temer&sset, unico 
verbo muUvit in fernm castorem, quod tk bestia 
cftptivitali luetuens ab Insequcntilnis $e praecleione 
gTnitftlluin libera t, ut illi quoque sitnile, quod venerein 
Iiabult in aliam, proveniret. Cauponem quoque vici- 
num atque ob Id aemuluui defonnavit’in raiinm et 
nunc senex tile dolio innatans rini siti adventores 
pristinos Ih farce summiaaus offieiosU i^onchia mucus 
appellat. Alium de foro quod advenus earn locntus 
essct, in arletem defomiavit ct nunc aries ille cnusns 
a^ts Radem amatorU sui uxorem quod in enin dica* 
cule pobrum dJxerat, iam io sarcina praegnationis 
obsseptoutero ct repigrato fetu perpetuapraegnatione 
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tell the autter in a more plain and simple fashion.' 
Then answered her ‘Will yen hear one or two or 
more of the deeds which she hath done^ For 
whereas she enforceth not only the inhabitants of 
this eounti? here, but also the Indiana and EtbiopinnH 
and even the Antijiodeans to love her in most raging 
sort, such are but trifles and chips of her occupHtion; 
but I pray you give ear, and I will declare of greater 
matters, wuch she hath done openly and befbre the 
face of all men. 

"' This woman had a certain loser whom, by the 
^ utterance of one only word, she turned into a beaver 
because he loved another woman beside her, and the 
reason why she transformed him into soch a beast, is 
that it is bis nature, when be perceives the hunters and 
hounds to draw after him, to bite off his members 
and lay them in the way, that the pursuers may be 
at a stop when they find them, and to the intent 
tliatsoit might happen unto him (because he Cuieied 
another women) she turned him into that kind of 
shape. Likewise she changed one of her neighbours, 
beuig an old man and one sold wine, in that he 
was a rival of her occupation, into a frog, and aow' 
the poor wretch swimming in oue of his own pipes of 
wine, and being well nigh drowned in the dregs, 
doth C 17 and cell with croakings continually for ois 
old guests and acqumotaiice that pass by. Likewise 
she turned one of the advocates of the Court (because 
he pleaded and spake against her) into a horned 
ram, and now the poor ram doth set advocate. 
Moreover she caused the wife of a certain lover that 
she had, because she spake sharply and wittily 
. against ber, shonld never be delivered of her child, 
but should remain, her womb closed up> everlastingly 
pregnant, and according to the compulation of afl 
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damiuvit et, bt cuiicti numerant, ism Acto Mnorum 
ijnere miseJJa Ilia velut depbaotum paritura die* 
10 tenditur. Quae cam subinde &c mulds Doceret, 
publtcitoa mdlgnatlo )>ercrebruit^ statiitumque ut In 
earn die dtem eeveriselme aaxoniiu laeuUtiouibus 
vindicaretur: quod coiisdiuni virCutibue cauUonum 
niitevortit et, ut ilia Medea nnius dieculae & Creone 
iiDpctratis Induciis totem due docnura dlianiqae cum 
Ipso sene flaroons coronalibos deusserat, sic liaec 
devotiouibue se^iuIchraUbus in scrobem procuratis, 
ut mihi temuJenU narravlt j>roxiixie, cuuctoe in suis 
sib) doKibus tacita numinum vlolentia clausrt, ut toto 
biduo iiOD claustra ]>ei’fnngb o^n fores evellij non 
denique parietes ipsi quiverint perforarij quoad 
mutua bortatione consoae claraitarent, quam sauc- 
tissioe deieraotes sese )ieque ei manus adniolituros, 
et si quis el lad COgitarit, salutere latuios subsidium: 
et sic ilia propitiata totam civitatem absoluit* At 
vero ooetus ilUas auctorera uocte intentpesta cum 
tota domo, id est parietibus et ipso solo et onuii 
fmdamento, ut erat, clausa ad centesimum lapidem 
io allaiD clvibatem eumuio vertice mentis eiasperaU 
sitam, et ob id ad aquas sterileiUj transtulit £t 
quoDjaai densa luhaMtantium aedilicia locuro novo 
hospiti nun dabant, ante portaro prolecta domo 
Id 
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mea, it i» eight jeen pe^t since the poor woman 
began first to swell, and now she is incieased so big 
that she soemeth ss though she would brine fom 
some great elephant: and when iliis was known 
abroad and published throughoot all the town, thef 
took indienatiOD against her, and ordoined tliat 
the next daj she should be niost omellj stoned to 
death; which purpose of theirs she prevented bj the 
vfrtue of her encharibnents, and as Medea (who 
obtained of King Creon but one day'a respite b^ore 
her departure) did bum in the fiaineaof Che bride’s 
garland all his bonse, )h\n and his daughter, so she, 
by her conjurations and invocation of sjnriU, wlkich 
she uses over a eertain treoch, as she herself declared 
unto me being drunken the next day following, 
dosed all the persons of the town so sure in their 
hooses, by the secret power of her gods, that for 
tbe apace of two days they could not come forth, nor 
open cheir gates nor doors, nor even break down 
tbeir walls; whereby they were enforced by mutual 
consent to erv unto her and to bind themselves 
straltly that uGy would never after molest or hurt 
her, and moreover if any did offer her any injury 
they would be ready to defend her; whereupon 
she, moved at thnr promises, released all the 
town. But she conveyed the principal author of 
this ordinance, about midnight, with all bis house, 
the walls, tbe ground and the foundation, into 
another town distant from thence a hundred miles 
situate and being ou the top of a barren bill, and 
hy reason thereof destitute of water: and because 
the edifices and houses were so close builded together 
that it was not possible for the house to stand 
there, she threw down tbe same before tbe gate 
of the town.’ 
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11 disc<^t/ ‘ Mira' inquara ' Kec minus bmvs; mi 
SocrataS) raamoras. Denique raihi quoque non par* 
vaju incussUti soUicitudinem, immo veto formidineio, 
iniecto nou sorupulo l&ncea, ne quo ouminis 
laintsterio similiter us& sermones latos nostros anus 
iUa cognoscat lUque matnrlus quietl nosreponstuus 
et sotnao levata lasutudine ooctis antetueio aufdgU* 
mus istioc quam pote longiasime.’ 

" Haee adhuc me suadente insolita vinokntia ac 
diurna fatigatione perteatatus bonus Seentes iam 
lopltus stertebat altius. Ego veto adducta foro 
))es6ulisque drmatis, grabatulo etiam pone cardines 
supposito et probe aggesto, super eum me recipio; 
ac prime m prae metu aliquantisper vigilo, delo carca 
tertian) ferme vlgiliara paolulum coaniveo. CoDuno- 
dum quieveraro, et repeute impulse maiore quam 
ut iatrones ci’ederes ianuae reserantur, immo vero 
fractia et evolsis funditus cardmibus prostemuatur. 
(rmbatulus, alioqain brevtculus et uno pede mutilus 
ac putrls, impetus tanti vjoleutU prosternitur, me 
quoqee evolutora atque excussum humi reddens 
iRvevsum cooperit ac tegit. 

13 “Tuiic ego Send uaturalitas quosdam aifecius in 
coatranuui proveiiire : nam ut lacriroae saepicole de 
gaudio prodeuut, ita et la iUo uimio pavore rleiim 
nequiti contioere, de Aristoniene testudo &ctua. 
Ac dam infimum deiectuSj obliquo aspecta, quid 
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”Then 0 j>ake I andsiitl: ‘0 my friend you 

bftve decUred unto me oiany marvellous things end 
no less cruel, and moreover stricken me also with no 
small trouble of mind, yea rather with great prick of 
fear, lest the sAineold woman, using the like practice, 
should chance to hear all our oonjmunlcfttlon i 
wherefore let us now sleep, though it be early, and 
after that we have done away our weariness with 
rest let us rite betimes in the moraingand ride from 
hence before day as far as we may.' 

'* In speaking these words, it fortuned tliat Socrates 
did fall asleep, and snored verv soundly, by reason 
of his new plenty of meat and wioe and his long 
travail. Then I closed and barred fast the doors oi 
the chamber, and put my bed and made it fast behind 
the door and so laid roe down to restbat at first 1 
could in no wise sleej) for the great fear which was 
in roy heart, until it was about entdnight, and then 
I closed roy eyes for a little: but alas, I had just 
begun to sleep, when behold suddenly the chamber 
doors brake open; nay, the locks, bolls and posts fell 
down with greater force than if thieves bad been 
presently come to have spoiled and rubbe<l us. And 
my bed whereon I lay, being a truckle-bed and 
somewhat short, and one of the feet broken and 
rotten, by violence was turned upsUlr. down, and i 
likewise was overwhelmed and covered lying in the 
same. 

*'Tlien perceived I in myself, that certain eifecU 
of the mind by nature are turned contrary. For as 
tears oftentimes are shed for joy, so I being in this 
fearful perplexity could not forbear laughing, to see 
how of Aristomeoes 1 was made like unto a tortoise. 
And while 1 lay on the ground covered in the iMppy 
protection of my pallet, 1 peeped from under the b^l 
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rei sit gTfibatuU $oUertia munitus opperior, viAeo 
maUeres duos aldom aetatis; lucerruxo lucidam 
garebst uoa, spo&glam et nudum gladlum altera; 
boc habitti Socratem bene quietum cireunitetere. 
Infit ilia cum gUdie * Hie est, soror Pantbia, carue 
End^mlon, blc Catnciitus mens, qui diebus ac 
noctibus illusit aet&tulara mcafu: hiC; qul raeia 
unoribua subterlisbids non solora me diflamat pro* 
bris, veruo etiam fugara inatruit At ego seilket 
UluLi aatu deserta vice Calypsooij aeternam soli* 
tiidinem flebo.' £t pon’ecta dextera raeque Pacthiae 
suae deaonstrato, 'At bk bonus' inqult ‘ CooMlUtor 
Aristomenos, qui fugne huius auctor fait, et uunc 
morti proxiiucia iam bumf jjrostratua grabatulo sue* 
eobaos iacet, et haec omnia con$i)icit> impune se 
iaturum meas contumelios pa tat. Faxo eum sero, 
imiao statim, inmo vero iam nunc ut et praecedantls 
dicaciUtls et InstantU curlosltatls paeniteat.' 

IS " Haec ego ut aecepi; and ore frigido miaer perfiuo 
tremore viscera quAtior, ut gr^ibatulus etiam sac* 
cuasu meo* inquietua 8uj>er dorsum meum palpitando 
saltaiet. At bona Panthia ' Quin igitur ’ ioquit 
'.Soror, bane primum baedtaitm discerpimus vel 
membris eius deslinatia viriila desecamue^' Ad 
haec Meroe (sic enim reapse nomen eius tunc labulis 
Socratls eonrenire sentlebam) ‘ Immo ’ mt ' Supersit 
hie saltern, qui miaelli Imius corpus parva cootumulet 
humo,' et caplte Socratk m al terum dlmoto laius 

r The MSS appear to baveaucewM* ntn «o, The correctioq 
Is dee lo 
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to soe whftt would h&ppea. And Uebold there entered 
two old women, the one beeriog a burning torch, 
and the other a sponge and a naked aword. And 6o 
in thia habit tbef stood about Socratea being fast 
asleep. Then she wliicb bare the sword said unto 
the other: 'Behold, sister Pantbia, this is mj desi> 
Bndjmion and my sweet Ganymede, which both day 
and night hath abased my wanton youth falneas; 
this is he (who little regarding my love) doth not 
only defsme me with reproachful words, but also 
intendetb to run away. And I shall be forsaken by 
like craft as Ulysses did tise, and shall eontiiumlly 
bewail my solitariness as Calypso’; which said she 
[pointed tmvards me, that lay under the bed^ and 
shewed me to Panels. 'This is he,’ quoth she, 
' Which U bis good counsellor, Aristomenes, end 
persuadetli him to forsake me, and now (being at 
'the point of death) he lieth prostrate on tho ground 
covered w'lth his bed, aiul hath seen all our <loings, 
and bopeth to escape scot-free from my hands for all 
Ills insults; but I will cause that he shall repent 
himself too late, nay rather forthwith cf his f<irmer 
intemperate langun^ and his present curiosity.’ 

“ Which w’ortls when 1 hei^, 1 fell into a cold 
sweat, and niy heart trembled with fear, in so much 
that the bed over me did likewise rattle and shake 
and dance with my trembling. Then spake Fantliia 
\mto Meroe, and wd: ‘Slater, let us by and by tear 
him in pieces, or else tie him by the members and 
60 cut Ibenj off.’ Then Meroe (for thus I learned 
that her name really was that which 1 had heard in 
Socrotes* tale) answered : ‘ Nay, mtber let hloi live, 
to bury the corpse of this poor wretch in some hole 
of the earth,’ and therew ithal she tamed the head 
of Socrates oa the other side, aad thrust her sword 

id 
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per iugulum elnUtrum c«pvle tenus gladium 
toUtm ei demergit, et 8«nguiuis eruptionera 
uCdeulo admoto exciplt diligenter, ut nulU stilk 
eompereret u»quara: hitee egomeis aculU Mpexi. Nain 
etioiQ, oe quid demuUret, credo, a vietiniae religione, 
immissa dextera per vulnus illud ad viscera penit\i9, 
cor isiseri contiibernalis iriei Meroe bona scnitata 
j>rotnlit, cum ille i'n])etii teli praescertu gula vocem, 
immo stridorem incertum per vulnue eifunderet 
eC spiritum rebolliret. Quod vulnus qua maxiuie 
patebot spoiigia otfulciens Pantliia ‘Heus tu' Inqiilt 
'Spojtgia, cave in mari uiita per duvium transeas/ 
His ediCis abeuot: remoto grabatuio various sitper 
faciem meaiU residentes vesicam exoneraot, quoad 
me urlnae s]>ureis9imae mailore per^ucrenC. 

1 4 "Cmomodiim limeu evoserant, ct fores ad pristinum 
statum integme resurgunt; cai’dines ad fommiiuk 
resident, pastes ad repagula redeunt; nd claustra 
pcssuli recurruut At ego ut cram etUm nunc Imini 
proiectus, Inanimis, nudus et frigidua et lotto ]>er* 
litus, quasi recens utero matris editus, immo vero 
^emiinortuus, verum etiani ipse milil supervivens et 
•postumcis, vel certe destine Cae Jam croci candidattis, 
'Quid’ inquam 'De me det, ubi Iste iugutatus 
mane i>aruerit ? Cui videbor verisiTnilia dicere pro- 
ferens vera^ " Proclamares salteni suppetlatuiOj si 
resistere vir taiitus mulieri uequlbas: aub ocults tuis 
24 
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up to tbe hilt into the loft n^rt of his neck, ud 
received the blood that joshed out with a small 
bladder, that no drop thereof fell beside i this thing 
I saw with mine own eyes; and then Meroe, to tlte 
Intent (as I think) she might alter nothing that per' 
taioetb to sacrihce, which she aecuftotned to make, 
thrust her band down through that wound into the 
entrails of hU body, and searching about, at length 
brought forth the heart of my miserable companion 
Socrates, who (having his throat cut in such sort) 
gave out a do\eful cry by the wound, or rather a 
gasjung breath, and gave up the ghost. Then Pantbia 
stored the wide wound of his throat with the sponge 
sponge sprung and made of the fsea, 
heware that Chou [mss not over a running river/ 
’riiis beiug said, they moved and turned u]> my bed, 
and then they strode over me and staled u|K>n me 
till Z was wringing wet. 

" When this was ended, they went tlidr ways and 
the doors closed fast, the hinges sank in their old 
sockets, the Imits ran into the doorposts, the pins 
fell into the bars again. But I that lay upon the 
ground, like one u’itimut soul, naked and cold and 
wringing wet with dlth, like to one that were newly 
born, or rather, one tl^at were more than half dead, 
vet reviving myself, and appointed ss I thought for 
the gallows, began to say *. ‘ Alas, what shall become 
of me to*morrow when my eomjuinion shall be found 
murdered here in the chnmber,^ To whom shall 1 
seem to tell any similitude of tmth, when as I shall 
tell the truth indeed? They will say: “If tbou, 
being so great a ntan, wert unable to resist the 
violence of the woman, yet shouldsC thou have cried 
jkt least for help; wilt thou suffer the man to be 
slain before thy face and say nothing? Or why did 

15 



LUCIUS APUmUS 

bomo mguUtur, et riles f Cur autem te simiJe 
risiom nun peremit? Cta saeva crudelitas vel propter 
indicium sceleris arbitro pepercit? £rgo quoniam 
avasisti mortem^ none illo retll.” ’ 

" Hace identidem mecum replioabaio, et nox ibat in 
diem: ojrtitnum Itaque facta vlaum esC auteluculo 
tuTtim evadere et viniti licet trepido vertigio capes* 
sere. Sumo sarcinuiam meain, subdita clavl pcssulos 
reduce { at illae probne et fideles iiuiune, quae suu 
spoDte resentae nocte fuerant, vix tandem et aeger* 
rime tunc clavis suae crcbra ioimisrione jiatedunt. 
Et ' Heus tUj ubi es^' inquom; ‘Valvaa stabuli 
absolve, antelucio volo ive' Zanitor pone sUbull 
ostium bumi culitany, etiam nunc seoiisoronus 
' Quid ? Tn ’ inquit 'Ignoras latvonibus infeatari 
vias, qui hoe nocUs iter iiMlpU^ Kam etsi tu, 
aticuius focinoris libi conscius scilicet, mori cupis, 
nos eucurbitae caput non habeoius ut pro te moria- 
inur.' 'Non lon^ ’ inquam 'Lux abeat: et prae- 
terea quid viatori desuiuuiapauperielatrones aufeire 
poa^ont.^ An igitonK, mepte, nudum nec a decent 
palaestritis (les|>oliari posse?' Ad Iiaec ille inarci* 
due et semisopitus in alterum latus evolutus ' Unde 
autem* Inquit' Scle an eonvectore illo tuo, cum quo 
sero dcTorteras, iugulato fugae mandespraesidium ? ’ 

•' illud Imrae memini me terra dehlscente Icna Tar- 
tara inque bis cancm Cerborum prorsus esurienteoi 
Tuei prospexisse: ac recordabar profecto boitaiu 
Mernen non mlscricordia iugulo meo pepereisse aed 
86 
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not tbej slay thee likewise^ Wh 7 d^d their cruelty 
apnre tbee that stood by and aaw tbeiu co mmi t that 
horrible ^ct f Where fore although tboa beat escaped 
their bands, yet thou sbait not escape ours/'' 

" While I pondered these things often with myself 
the night passed on into day, so 1 thought best to 
take my horse secretly before dawn and go fearfully 
forward on mj journey. Thus 1 took up my packet, 
unlocked and unbarred the doors, but those good and 
faithful doors which In the night did open of tkeir 
own accord could then scarcely be opened with their 
keys after frequent trials, and when I was out 1 
cried: ' Ho, sirrah ostler, where art tliou ^ Open 
the stable door, for 1 will ride away before dawn/ 
The ostler lying behind tbc stable door upon a pallet 
and half asleep, 'What^' quoUi he, 'Do not you 
know that the ways be very dangerous with robbers? 
What mean you to set forth at tins time of night ? 
If you perhaps (guilty of some heinous crime) bo 
weary of your U^e, yet tltink you not that we are 
such pumpkin<headcd sots that we will die for you/ 
Then said I: ' 2t is well nigh day, and moreover what 
can thieves take from him that hath nothing ? Dost 
not thou know (fool as tliou art) that i f thou be naked, 
if ten trained wrestlers should assail thee, they could 
not spoil or rob tbee ?' Whereunto the drowsy ostler 
half asleep, and turning on the other side, answered: 
' Wbat know I whether you have murdered your 
oomp^tiion whom you brought in yesternight or no, 
and now seek safety by escaping away ?' 

“ 0 Lord, at that time 1 remen)ber that the earth 
seemed to open, and that 1 saw at Hell gate the dog 
Cerberus gaping to devour me, and then 1 verily 
believed that Meroe did not spare my throat, moved 
with pity, but rather cruelly p&rdotied me to bring 

«7 
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l6saevitift cruci me reserrasse. In cublculum iUque 
reversus de genere tumultnario mortis meoum deli- 
berabam. Sed cum nulluni sUnd telum mortiferum 
Portuna quam solum mihigrabatulum submmistraret, 
'lam iam grabatule* Inquam ‘Animo meo csri^- 
sinie, qui mecum tot aeniiDnas esanclasti, eonscins 
et arbiter quae nocte gesta sunt, quern solum in roeo 
reatu testem innocentiae dtare jMssum, tu mild ail 
inferos festinunti subministi'a telutn salutare’; et 
onm dicto res dm, qua oral intextus, aggredior ex¬ 
pedite ac dgillo, quod fenestrae siibdituni altriiiseout 
prominebat, iniecta atque obdita parte funiculi et 
altera lircilter in nodum coacta, nscenso grubatulo 
ad exitium sublimatus et iminisso ^ capUe Uqueuni 
induo. Sed ilum pede altera fukimentum quo sus- 
tinebar repello, ut ponderis dedactu restis nd inglu- 
viem astncta spiritus offida disci uderet, repente 
putris alioquin et veCus funis dirumpitur, atque ego 
Je alto recidens Sooratem'—uam iuxta me iacebat— 

)7siipcrruo cumque eo In terrain devolvor. Et erce 
in ipsu memento ianitor introrumpit exerte claroi* 
tans ‘Ubi es tu, qui aIU node iromodice fesii- 
ntbas, et nunc stertis iuvolutus f ‘ Ad haee nesdo un 
caau nnatro an illloa absono clamore experrectus 
Socrates ezBurgit prior, et 'Kec* inquit 'Immerito 
stHbiilarios hos omnes hosjtites detestantur. Nam 
Ute curiosiit dum importune irrumpit—credo studio 
ra|nehdi aliquid—-clamore vasto marcidum alioquin 
me altissimo somno excusslt/ 

* OudenUerp^s cerrMtIonfor tha U9S* m^kl 
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mi to the gfiUowe. Wherefore, 1 returned to my 
chamber aod there devised with myself in what 
violent sort I thould finish my life. Bnt when I saw 
that fortune would minister unto me oo other lostru* 
ment than my bed, 1 said: ‘ O bed, O bed, roost 
dear \into me at this present, which hast abode and 
suffered witli me so msuy miseries, judge and arbiter 
of such things as were done here this night, whom 
only 1 may call to witneas for my innocencei render 
(1 say) unto me some wholesome weapon to end my 
life that am most willing to die.’ A)id therewithal 
I pulled out a piece of the rope wherewith the bed 
was corded, and tied out end thereof about a relter 
which stood forth beneath the window*, and mtb the 
other eud I made a sliding knot aod stood upon uiy 
bed to east myself from aloft into destruction, and so 
])ut ray neck into It. Bat when I pushed away witli 
my foot that which sup^ted me beneath, so that 
the noose when my weight came upon it might choke 
the passage of my breath, behold suddenly the rojic 
being old and rotten burst in the middle, aod I fell 
down tumbling u|>ou Socrates that lay nigh me, and 
with him rolled upon the floor. And even at that 
very time the ostler came in crying with a loud 
voice, and said: 'Where are you that made such 
haste at deep night, and now lie wsUowing and 
snoring abed?' Whereupon (! know not whether 
it >vas by our fall or by the harsh cry of the ostler) 
Socrates (ae waking out of a sleep) ^id rise up first 
and said : ' It is not without cause that strangers 
do speak evil of all such ostlers, for this caiti? in 
his coming in, and with h<s crying out, I think 
under col^r to steal away something, hath waked 
me, that wm beside very weary, out of a sound 
sleep.’ 
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” laetufi atque alacer ioaperaio gaudio per- 

fuaoa, et ‘Rcce, janitor f!delUainie> corner et pater 
raeus et fratei* meus, quern nocte ebriua ocdsum & 
me calumniabarie,* et cum dicto Socraten deosculabar 
aa^>]exus: at j1]e odore alloquin spurcUaiini humoris 
pcrcnssus, quo me Lamiae ilUc infecersnt, vebementer 
aspernatur: ‘Apage tc’ inquit 'Fetorem extrcm&e 
latrin&e/ eteauaaa coepit huiua odcri$ comiter in- 
quirere. At ego miser aifietc ex tempore absurdo 
loco in alium eertnoaem lotentiouem eius denuo 
derivo et iniecU dextra ' Quin imua ’ inquam ' Et 
itloeria matutini gratiam eapimus/ Sumo sarcinu- 
lam et pretio mansionls stabalario persoluto capeaai- 
mu9 viam. 

18 Aliquantum procesaeraoiua et Jam iubaria exortu 
cuncU oolluatrantur, et ego curicse sedulo arbitrabar 
iugulum cemiti8,qua parte gladmm delapeum videram, 
et meonm' Ve$ane/ alo ‘ Qui pocolis et vino scpul. 
tus extrema somnia$ti, £coe Socrates integer^ aa^us, 
incolumis. Ubi rulaua ? Spoagia ubi } Ubi poa- 
tremum dcatrix tam alta, tam rtcens ^ ’ et ad Olnm 
* Ne * inquam ‘Immerito medici lidi cibo et orapula 
dUtentos saeva et gravia somaisre aatumant: mihi 
deoique quod poculis veaperi minus temperavi» oox 
acerha diras et tiucee imagines obtulit, ut adhuc me 
credam craote bumano aapersum atque impiatum/ 
SIO 
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“ Then 1 up joyful, as 1 hoped not to be, A’ith 
« merry couateniL:oce, ssyiag: ' Behold, good ostler, 
my friend, my companion -nA niy brother whom 
tJiou being drunken in the night didst falsely afSrm 
to be murdered by me.’ And therewithal I embraced 
ray friend Socrates and kissed himbut he smelling 
the stink wherewith those hags Irad embrued me, 
thrust me away and said r 'Away with thee with 
tby hlthy odour/ and then be began gently to 
enijuire how that noisome scent happened unto me, 
but I (with sorne light jest feigning and colouring 
the matter for the time) did break off his talk into 
another path, and take him by the hand and said: 

' Why tarry we ? NVhy leave we the pleasure of this 
fair morning ^ Let us go.' And so I took up my 
packet, and paid the charges of the house, and we 
departed. 

We had not gone a mile out of the town but it 
was broad day, and then I diligently looked upon 
Socrates' throat to see If I could espy the pface 
where Meroe thrust in her sword, and 1 thought with 
myself: 'What a madman am 1, that (being overcome 
with wine yesternight) have dreamefi such terrible 
things Beheld, I see Socrates is sound, safe and in 
health. Where is his wound ^ Where is the snon ^} 
Where is his great and new cut?' And then 1 spake 
to him aud said: 'Verily it is not without occasion 
that physidaus of e::penence do atfirra, that such as 
fill their gorges abundantly with meat and drink 
shall dream of dire and horrible sights, for 1 myself 
(not Testraining mine appetite yesternight from the 
pots of wiae) did seem to see io this bitter nigbt 
strange and cruel visions, that even yet 2 think 
myself sprinkled and wet with human blood’; 
whereunto Socrates laughing, made answer and said: 
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Ad hoec Jll< subridens 'At ta' iDquH '(fon sanguine 
sed loUo perfasus es^ verusi taiaen et ipse per som* 
Dinm iugulari visus sum roihi Nam et iugulum istunj 
dolui etcor ipsum raihi svelli puUvj et nune etlecn 
spiritu deddor et genua guatior et g7*adu titubo et 
eliquid dbatut refovendo spintu desidero.' ‘En’ 
inqaam ^Peratum Ubi adest ienUeuIum/ et cum 
dieto m&fiticam meam humero cxuo^ caaeum cum 
(tane pro))ere ei porrigo, et ' luxta platanun istani 
reailamus' eie. 

19 " Quq facto et ipse aliqutd indideio sumoj euraque 

avide esitaritem aspieio aliquanto iutentiore made 
utqiie puUore buxeo deficieutem video. Sic deoique 
eum vitalia color tuibaverat ut mihi prae metU; 
noctumas eiiam Furies lllas fuiaginanti, fruetuluin 
panis qood prinuim sum|)sevsm, quaoivis admodum 
modicum, mediis laucibus inhsererec, ee neque 
deorsnm demeare neque sursnm remeare posset 
Nam et crebriUs ipsa commeantium inetum mibl 
cumulabat: quis enim de duobas comitum elterum 
sine alterlus ooxs peremptuin crederet f Verum lUe, 
ut satis detruncaverat etbum, dtire impatienter 
coeperat i nam et optimi cosei bonam partem avide 
devoraver&t, et head ita longe radices platan! lenla 
duvitis in speciem plecidae pelodie ignavus ibat 
ergente vel vitre oemulus in colored. * Bn' inquam 
'Explere latice fontis lacteo.’ Assurgit iUe et 
oppertus paulutum pinniorem ripae margioem com* 
plicitus in genua appronat se avidus efTectans 
8S 
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'Nay, tbou ait not \««t with the blood of man, but 
thou art eiubruad with atinkiug hitb: and verily 1 
myself dreamed this night that my throat was cut 
and tbat I felt the pain of tlie wound, and that ray 
heart was pulled out of my belly, and tlie remem¬ 
brance thereof makes me now to leer, and ray knees 
do tremble that 1 totter In my gait, and therefore I 
would fain eat somewliat to strengthen and revive 
my spirits/ Then said I: ' Behold, here is thy break¬ 
fast, and therewithal 1 opened my scrip that 
lianged upon my shoulder, and gave him bread and 
cheese, and ‘ Let us sit down,' quoth I, ‘Under tbat 
great plane-tree/ 

‘‘ Now I also ate part of the same with him: and 
while 1 beheld him eating greedily, I perceived that 
he wore tldn and meagre and pale as boxwood, ajid 
that his lively colour faded away, as did mine also, 
remembering those terrible furies of whom I lately 
dreamed, in so mueh tlkat tlic first luorscl of bread 
that I put iu my mouth (which was but very small) 
did so stick ill my jaws that I could neither swallow 
it down nor yet yield it up; and moreover the 
number of them that passed by increased ray fear, 
for who is he, that would believe tbat one of two 
companions die in the high way without injury done 
by the other ? But wheu tbat Socrates had eaten 
sufficiently he wore very thirsty, for indeed he bad 
well nigh devoured a whole good cheese, and behold 
•there was behind the roots of the plane-tree a 
pleasant running water which went gently like to a 
quiet pond, as clear as silver or ciystal, and I said 
unto bira: ‘ Come hither, Socrates, to this water and 
drink tby fill aa it were milk/ And then he rose, 
and waiting a little he found a flat space by the 
river and kneeled down by the side of the in 
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pocdlnm; needuro s*ti& entrecdfi Ixbhs ?ummaiD sqoae 
ror«o attigerat, et iugulo dus vulaue dehiscit in 
profuDdum patofem, et ilia apongia de ed repcnte 
devolvitur earaque parvus admedum coraitatur criior: 
denlque corpus exanimatum in flumen paeae cemuat, 
nisi ego altere due pede retento vix et aegre ad 
hpam superioreiD attraxl, ubi dedetum pro ttnnpore 
comitem misellum arenosa humo In' amnia Ticlnia 
eenpiterua eoutexi. Ipee trepidus et exbnie raetuens 
mihi per divereas et aviaa solitudines aufu^ et quasi 
cen&dus mihl caedis iiumauae reKeta patria et Lare 
oltroneum exillum amplexus nunc Aetoliam novo 
contracto matrimonlo oolo/' 

liO Haec Arietomenes. At ille comes elus, qni statloi 
initio oWMriHta incredulity te sei'monem elus respuebat, 
* Nihil’* inquit “Hac fabtJa fabulosius, nihil iato 
mendacio aheurcliuS;' ’ et ad me conversua'' Tu autem 
inqult "Vlr, ut habitus et habitude demoustrat, 
omatua, accredis^ huic tabulae?" ‘'Ego vero" 
inquaiu ‘‘Nihil iin]>ofiaibile arbitror^ aed utcumque 
fata decrevei'in^ Ita cunctu mortalibus provenire: 
oem et mihi et tibi et cunctis licmlnibus multa U8U 
venire mira et paene infecta, quae tamen ignaro 
relata ddem percJant Sed ego huic et credo Hercule 
et gratae gratlas mem inb quod lepidae tabulae testivl' 
tate nos arocavit; asperam denique ac prolixam viam 
^e labore ac taedio evaal. Quod bencdcium etiam 
ilium vectorem meum credo laetari: sine fatigatione 
I So Patscbeoi^ for tb« Mgfi* 
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kJs greedy d««ue to dribk; but be bad scarce touched 
the water with bis ifps when behold, the wound of 
bis throat opened wide, and the sponge suddenly fell 
into the water and after issued out a UtUe remnant 
of blood, and his body (being then without life) had 
fallen into the rirer, had not 1 caught him by the 
leg, and so with great ado pulled him up. And after 
that 1 bad lamented a goM space the death of my 
wretched corapanion, I buried him in the sands to 
dwell for ever there by the river, Wbich done, 
trembling and in great fear Z rode through many 
outwaye and desert places, and as if culpable of 
murder, I forsook my country, my wife and my 
children, and came to AetoUa, an exile of my own 
free will, where 1 married another wife,” 

Titis tale told Aristomenes, and his fellow which 
before obstinately would give no credit unto him, 
began to say: “ Verily there was never so foolish a 
tale, nor a more absurd lie told than this ”; and then 
he spake unto me, saying: ” Ho, sir, what you are I 
know not, but your liabit and countenance dcclaretb 
that you should be some honest gentleman, do you 
believe his tale?” "Yea, verily,” quoth I, ">^hy 
not ? 1 think nothing impossible y for whalsoever the 
fates have appointed to men, that I bebeve shall 
happen. For many things chance unto me, and unto 
you, and to divers others, wonderful and almost 
unheard of, which being declared unto the ignorant 
be accounted as lies. But verily 1 give credit unto 
his tale, aod render entire thanks unto him in that 
(by tbe pleasant relation of tills pret^ tale) he hath 
cUstracted us so that 1 have quickly passed aod 
shortened this long and weariful journey, and I think 
that my horse also was delighted with tbe same, and 
be brought me to the gate of tills city without any 
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BUi me u£que ed istam civitatis portam non done 
illlus Bed meu auribue proveeto." 

21 Is oobis et sermoois eC itmene cerramunis 

fuit: nam comitee utrique ad viUuUm prosimam 
laevoreojD abierunt. £go vero quod pnmum in- 
greseu atabulum conspicatiu sum^ accessj, et de 
quadem auu ctupooa illlco perco&tor " £atne ” 
loquAm ^ H^ltata baec eivltaa ^" Adouit. Kostioe 
Milooem qaeudam e pritooribue ? *' Arrlsit et 
"Vere” inquit “Primue Istio perbibetur Miloj qui 
extra pomerium et urbero totam collt.” '^Remoto *' 
iuqoaiD ** loco, parens optima, die oro et cuiatis sit 
et quibus devenetur aedibus t" “ Vldesne *’ Inquit 

“ £xtTema$ fenestras, quae fons urbem proapiciuot et 
altrinsecus fbres proxlmuro reepkleotes augii^ortum ? 
Inibl late Milo deversatur ampUter nummatue et 
ionge opnientus, veruta extrernae avaritiae et sordis 
mfimae infamJs boiuo, fbenus denique copio&um sub 
ambone auri et argenti crebritet exercena, exiguo 
Lore inclusus et aerugini semper intentos, cum 
uxorem etiam calacnitatis suae comitem habeat. 
Neque praeter unicam paacit ancillam et habitu 
meodicantis semper inoedit." 

Ad haec ego rlsum sublclo: “Beoigne" loquam 
'‘Et prospicue Demeas meus in me consuluit, qui 
peregnnataruco tali vlro coociliavit, in cuius bo^ 

22 pitio nec Auni nee nidoris nebulam vererer," et cum 
dicto modieo secus progressus ostium aocedo et 
ianuam driuiter oppeasulatam pnisare vocaUter iocipto, 
56 



THE GOLDEN ASS, BOOK I 

pftin ftt Atl, not £0 mucb his b&ek, as by oxino own 
ears.” 

Thus ocdod both our talk and our journey, fisr 
th^ two turned on the left hand to the Dextylllsge, 
an^ I rode up to the first inn that Z saw, and I espied 
an old woman, of whom 1 enquired nhe^er that city 
was called Hypata or no, who answered: "Yes." 
Then I deisanded whether she knew one Milo, one 
of the hrst men of the city, whereat she laughed, 
and said: "Verily it is not without cause that Milo 
is nccouDted first Jo the city, for he dwells altogether 
without the boundary." To whom I said again: "1 
pray tbee, good mother, do not mock, but tell me 
what manner of roan he is, and where he dwelleth." 
"Marry,’' quoth she, "Do not you see those bey 
windows, which on the one side look out upon the 
city, end the doors on the other side to tUe next 
lane : there Milo dwells, very rich both in money 
end substance, but by reason of his great avarice and 
covetousness be is evil si>okea of, and he is a men 
that liveth all by usury, and lending his money upon 
pledges of silver and gold. Moreover be dwelleth 
Id a small house and is ever counting his money, and 
hath a wife that Is a companion of bis extreme 
misery, neitlier keepetb he any more in hU house 
than one only maid, and he goes apparelled like unto 
a beggar.” 

Which when 1 heard I laughed with myself and 
thought: "Iq faith, my frieotT Demeas hath served 
me well ajid with forethought, which hath sent me, 
beuig a stranger, unto such a man, in whose house I 
shall not be troubled either with smoke or with the 
scent of meat,” and therewithal I rode to the door, 
which was fast barred, and knocked aloud and cried. 
Then there came forth a maid which aald: "Ho, 
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Tuidem adule^centuU quaedam procedens “ Heus 
tu " inquit Qui tam fortiter fores verbarasti, sub 
qua specie mutuari cupis ? An tu solus ignores 
prater ourum argentumque aullum nos pignus 
ddmittere f" Meliora" inquam Oisbiare^ et 
potius responde an intra acdes erum tuum offien* 
deriin/' ^^Pluae;” inquit ‘'Sed quae causa quaes- 
tionis huius ? ” Lltterss el a Covintbio Demea 
scriptas ad eum reddo." '^Dum anountio/' inquit 
Hie ibidem me opperimino," et cum dicto rursuui 
foribus oppessulatis intro capessit. Medico deinde 
regressa patefactis fbnbiis Kogat te " inquit. Intuli 
me euxnque accubantum exiguo admodum gtabatulo 
et commodutn cenare inciplcntem iovento: assidebat 
pedes Qxor et mensa vacua poaita, cuius monetraiu 
“Ed iuquit "Hoepitium." “Bene” ego, et illico 
et Htteros Demeae trado. Quibus properiter lectis 
“ Amo " inqmt " Meum Demean, qui mlhl tantum 
iS eonciliavit bospitem,” et cum dicto iubet uxorem 
decedere utque in eius locum assidaxa iubet, meque 
etiam nunc verecundia cunctantem arrepta lacinia 
detrahens “Asaide” inquit “Istte: nam prae metu 
latrouojD ouUa sessibuta ac ne su6)cientem supel* 
lecUlem parare oobis licet." 

Feci, et Sic ego te ” inquit '‘Etiam de ista corporis 
specioaa Iiabitudine deque hac virginali prorsus vere* 
cundia generosa stirpe proditum et reete conicerem, 
sed et mens Demeas eadem litteris pronunriat. Ergo 
brevitatem gurgustiojJ noetri ne spemaa peto. Erit 
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sirrah, that knock so in what kind of sort 
you borrow money i know you not that we use to take 
no pled^ unless it be either gold or silver ? ’* To 
whom I answered: I pray thee, maid, speak more 
gently, and tell me wlie^er thy master be within or 
no.” '‘Yea," qiwth she, “That he is; why do you 
ask ?" “ Marry,” saicl I, “ I am come from Corinth, 
and have brought him letters from Demeaa hia 
friend.” Then said the maid: ''I pray you tairy 
here till I tell him so,” therewithal she closed the 
doors and vrent in, and afrer a wliiie die retureed 
again, and said: " My master desireth you to coma 
in ” ; and so 1 did, where 1 found him sitting upon a 
very little bed, just going to supper, his wue sat 
at his feet, but there was no meat upon the tabie; 
and, pointing at It, “ Behold," said he, " Your enter¬ 
tainment” "Wen," quoth I, and Straightway 
delivered to him the letters which 1 bmught from 
Demees: which when he had quickly read, he said: 
"Verily, I thank my friend Demeas very much, in 
that be bath sent me so worthy a guest as you are ": 
and therewithal he eommauded his wife to ait away, 
and bade me sit in her place, and when I was about 
refusing by reason of courtesy, he pulled me by the 
garment and willed me to sit down. “ For we hawe,” 
quoth he, "No other stool here, nor other great store 
of household stuff for fear of robbing.” 

Tlien 1 (according to his commajulmcnt) sat down: 
^r>d he fell Into communication with me, and said: 
"Verily I conjecture (and rightly) by the comely 
feature of your body, and by the maidenly shame* 
faatnese of your face, that you are a gentleman borzi* 
as my friend Demeas hath no less declared the same 
in letters : wherefore 7 pray you, take in good 
part our poor lodgings, and behold, yonder ehamber 
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ClU adlaceiu et ecce iUud cubi^ulum honestum re- 
eept4culum: ffic Kbeoter devers^l$ in nostra Nam 
et Diaforem doiouca dignatioae tua feeeria et UUi 
specimen gloriosum an'Ogaris, si contentus Lare 
pArvulo Theaei tllius cognomiins paWs toi virtutes 
aecnulaveris, non est asperiiatus Hecales aiiua 
hospitiom tenue”: et vocata aneillula, “ FoUs,” inquit 
'‘Sarcinulae bospitis susccjitas cum fide conde in iUud 
ooIhcuIuiU; ac sicoa] ex proroptuario oleum unciui et 
liutea tereui et cetera huic eidem usni prefer ociter 
et bospitemrneum pro<iucas1 proximas balneas: satis 
arduo itinere ntque prolixe fatigatus est.” His ego 
auditls mores atqiie parsimouiam ratiodnans Milonls, 
volensqoe me artiua ci coudliare, ''Nihil" inquum 
" Eterum istanim, quae itiiieria uUique no$ comitautur, 
indigeoius. Sed et baliveas facile percontabimur. 
Plane quod est mihi sumrae piaecijniuin, equO; qui 
me strenue pervexit, faenum atqite hordeum acceptis 
istls nummuJia tu, Fetis, emito." 

His actis et rebus meis in illo cubiculo conditis 
pergens ipse ad balneas, at prius aliquid nobis cibatui 
prospicerem, fonim cupidinis peto inque eo piscatum 
opiparem exposUnm video ct peroontato pretio, quod 
centum nucomb iodlcaret, aspernatus viginti denarib 
praestinavi. Inde me commodum egrediejitem cou* 
tinuatur Pythias condbcqmlus apud Atbeuas Atticas 
meus, qui me post allquam multum temporis ftmanter 
agaitum liwadit, amplexusque ac comlter deosculatus 
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hard b 7 is at ycur commandmeDt, use it as yeur own i 
then you shall both magnify our house by your 
deigning and shall gain to yourself good report, if, 
being contented with a humble lodging, you shall 
resemble and follow the virtuous qualities of your 
good father's namesake Tbeaeus, who disdained not 
the slender and poor cottage of old Hecale." And 
then he called bis maid, which was named Fotls, and 
said : ^ Carry this gentleman’s packet into the cham¬ 
ber and lay it up safely, and bring quickly from the 
cupboard oil to anoint him, and a towel to rub him, 
and other tilings necessary; and then bring my guest 
to the nearest liaths, for C know be is very weary of 
so long and difficult traveU" These things when 1 
heard, 1 partly perceived the maimers and pamimopy 
of Milo, and (endeavouring to bring myself further 
in his favour) 1 said: “ Sir, there is no need of any 
of these things, for they are everywhere my com¬ 
panions by the way ■, and easily I shall enquire my 
way unto the baths, but my chief care is that tny 
horse be well looked to, for be brought me hither 
roundly, and therefore, I pray thee, rotis, take this 
money and buy some bay and oaU for him." 

When this was done and all ray things brought 
into the chamber, 1 walked towards the baths, but 
hrst I went to the provision market to buy some 
victuals for my sup}>er, whereas Z savr great plenty 
of fish set out to be sold, and so 1 cheapened 
part thereof, and that which they first held 
at an hundred pieces, I bought at length for 
twenty pence: which when 1 had done and was 
departing away, Pythias, one of mine old companions 
ami fellow at Athens, fortuned to pass by, and 
viewing me a good space, in the end brought me 
kindly to his remembrance, and gently came and 
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** Mi Loci/' Alt '* Sat Pol din est quod intervisimus te^ 
at Hercule ericde cum a VcsUo ^ ms^atro dJgresri 
siuaus. Qoae ajtem tibi cansa pcrcgrinationis buius f" 
**Cra3UAodie«dcBInquRm"Sed quid fstud^ Voti 
gaudco: nam et lixaB at virgas et habitum prorsus 
magtetratui congraentem in te video/' ''AnDonam 
curarou$/’a1t''£tBedi]emgerimuSj et si quid obsonare 
eupts> utique eotomodabimod.” Abnaebsm, qirtppe 
qui lam ceoae affatim piscatum prospexeramua: sed 
enio P^thiaa visa sportula, suceusstsque io aepectum 
planiotem pUdbus, “ At has quisquillas qoantl 
puasti ^ ” ** Vix " inquaxD "Piseatcri extoramus aeci> 
25 pere viginti denarios." Quo audito statim arrepta 
deatera postliminio me in forum cupidinis reducane 

Et a quo ” inqult “ IsCorum nugomenta haoo com- 
parasti ? *' Deuonstro seuicoJum t in angulo sedobat. 
Quern confestim pro aedilitatia impcrio voce asperrlma 
mcrepaos " lamiam " inquit Kee amids quJdem nos* 
tris v«l omni&o uUls hospitibuB parcitiSj quod tani 
magnis pretlis pisces Irivolos indicatis et dorem 
Theesaiicae regionia ad inslar aolitudinis et ecopuli 
edulium caritate deducitis ? Sed non impune: lam 

I Xhfl aaiDA, vhataver it la, baa bean corrupted In tba H8B 
to XitfM. Otnar •uffMtloAB are and 
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kissed me, saving: “ 01x17 dear ihend Lucios, H is » 
great vhile past since we two saw each other, and 
moreover, from the time that we departed from our 
master Vestias 1 never heard any news of you; I 
pray yoa, Lucius, tell me tbe cause of your peregrina¬ 
tion hither.” Then I answered and said ; “I wilt 
make relation thereof unto you to-morrow : but what 
is this ^ Verily 1 think that you have obtained your 
own desire, whereof I am right glad. For 1 see 
these servitors that follow you, and these rods or 
verges which they bear: and this habit which you 
wear, like unto a magistrate.” Then answered 
Pythias: “1 bear tbe olBee and rule of the clerk of 
the market, and therefore if you will aught for your 
supper, speak and I will purvey it for wu.” Then 1 
tbank^ him heartily and said I had bought iisb 
sufficient already for my dinner, but Pythias^ whe:t 
he espied my buket, took it and shook it, so tlist 
tbe hsh might come to view, and demanded of me 
what I paid for all my sprats. " lu faith/* quoth I, 
“ 1 could scarce enforce the Sshmonger to sell them 
for twenty pence**which when he heard,he seized 
my hand and brought me back again into the market, 
and enquired of me of whore 1 had bought such 
wretched stuff. 1 shewed him the old man which 
sat in a comor, whom straightway (by reason of bis 
ofSee) he did greatly blame, and said: Is it thus 
that you serve and handle strangers ? And espedslly 
our friends? Wherefore sell you this dsh so dear 
which is not worth a halfpenny ? Now Mrc^re 1 
Well that you are an occasion to make this place, 
which is t'&e Hower of all Thessaly, to be forsaken of 
all men and reduce it into an uninhabitable rock, by 
reason of your e^tcearive prices of victuals; bat ase«e 
yoorselfthat you shall not escape without ponisb* 
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enim Ikxo edas queoiadttodijin sub meo magisUrio 
nail deb«nt coerceri,” et pro^isa m medium sportula 
h)bet odicialem suum insuper piaces inscendere au 
pedJbus suis totos ebterere. Qua coutentoa moniin 
seTeritudise meus Pjthias, ac mihi at abirem 
suadeus, "Suffidt mihi, o Lud," jnquit '^Semculi 
Unta haec eontmuelia/’ His aciia conatematas ac 
pranua obstupidua od bHlaena me refero, prudentb 
coiidiscipuli vsUdo con^lio et nuumiia fiimul privatus 
et oeua, lautusquc ad hospitium Mibnia ae debinc 
cubicuUim me reporto^ 

26 Et ecce Fotb anciilu " Ebgat te " inquit “Hospes.” 
At ego iode Mibois abstineDtiae cagoitcr ex* 
cusAvi comiter, quod viae vexationem non clbo aed 
somiio ceoaerem dilaendam, Isto accepto pergit 
ipse et iniecta dextera clementer me trahtfe ado* 
ritur: ac dum cunctor, dum modeste renitor, Non 
prius" Inquit ^^Dbcedaro quam me sequarls/’ et 
dictum iopeiurando secutua iam obstinationi suae 
me ingratis oboedieotem perdu cit ad ilium auiun 
grabatulom, et resideoti '‘Quam aaWe agit’* intuit 
" Decneas poster ^ Quid uxor ^ Quid liberi } Quid 
vercacuU Narro aingula. Percontatur aceuratiua 
cauMa ettam peregrloationis meae ; quaa abi probe 
protuli^ iam et de patria nostra et eius primoriUua 
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in«Di, and 70 U ahull know what mine ofSee 1$, and 
how I odsbt to punish euch as do ofieod.” Then he 
took my [«ket and cast the fish on the ground, and 
commanded one of his servants to tread them all 
under his feet; so doing was Pythias well pleased 
with the severity be shewed ia fiis office, and bade 
me farevrell, and said that he was content with the 
shame and reproach done unto the old eaitiffi. So 1 
went away, all amazed and astonished, towards the 
baths, centering with myself, and dosing of the 
strong band of that ao prudent companion of mine, 
Pythias, whereby 1 had lost both my money' and my 
meat: and there, when 1 had washed and refreshed 
my body, I returned again to Milo’s house, and $0 
got into my chamber. 

Tlien came Potls imnedbitely unto me, and said 
that her master desired me to come to supper, but 1 
(not ignonmt of Milo’s abstlnenee) prayed courteously 
that 1 might be pardoned, since I thought best to ease 
my weary bones rather with sleep and (lutetneas than 
with meat. When Polls had told this unto MUo, he 
came himself and took me by the hand to draw me 
gently with him, and while 1 did hold back and 
modestly excuse me, " I will not,” quotl) he, “ Depart 
from this place until sucli time ae you shall go with 
jne," and to confirm the same he bound his words 
with an oath, whereby with insistence he enforced 
me all against my will to follow him and he brouj^t 
me into his chamber, where be sat me down upon the 
bed, and demanded of me how his friend Demeas did, 
his wife, bis children, and all his familysod 1 made 
him answer to every question ; and specially be 
enquired the causes of luy peregrination and travel; 
which when 1 had declared, he yet busily enquired of 
the state of my country, and Uie chief citizens, and 
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ac denique de ip$o praeside scrupuloabsime ex* 
plorans, ub! me post itmeris tarn saavi vezatio&am 
seoAt fabulanim qocque aerie fiitigaiiun in verba 
media sonmoleDtum desinere ac nequiequam, de¬ 
fectum lam, incerta verborum salebre balbutire, 
tandem patitur cubltum concederem, Evasi ali- 
quando randdi senia lequax et fameUcum convivlum 
somno, non dbo, gmvatiis, cenatus aolia fabulia et in 
cublculum reversus optatae me quleti reddidi 
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pnn«iptUy of our Lieuten&ct and Viceroy. And 
vhen he perceived that 1 was not only >■ earied 
mv hard travel but aUo with talk, and that I fell 
asleep in the midst of m; tale, and farther that 1 
spake nothing directly or advisably, but babbled only 
in imperfect words, he suffered me to depart to my 
chamber. Sc escaped I at length from the prattling 
and hungry supper of this rank old man, and being 
heavy witfi sleep and not with meat (as baving 
supped only with talk) T returned unto my chamber 
and there betook me to my quiet and long> desired 
rest. 



LIBER II 


I Ut pri>nucD nocte disciisM sol oovus d1^ foclt, 
et somno simul emersus et Uctulo, anxlus &lloquin et 
nimis cupidus co^noscoiidi quae rara miraque sunt, 
reputansque me media Tbessaliae ioca tenete, quo 
artis magieae native contamina totius orbis oonsono 
ore celebrentur, fabularaque illam optimi comitis 
Aristomenla de situ clvitatis Iiuius exortam, sus* 
pensus alioqain et vote simul et studio, curiose 
suigulo considerabam, Nec fidt In ilia clvjtate quod 
flspicieDs id ease credereiu quod esset, sed onuiio 
proraua feraJl murmure in oliom efiigieni tranelatH, 
ut et lapldes quos offenderem de honiine duratos, ct 
aves quss audirem lodidem plumaUa, et arbores quue 
porneiiuin ambirent sindiiter follatas, et fonUnos 
latlces de corpohbus buniaiiis fluxos crederem. lam 
statues et imagines inceasuras, parietes locuturos, 
boves et id genus pecua dicturas praeseg^um, de 
ipso vero caelo et lubatis orbe sublto venturura 
ontoulum. 
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As soon as u1g:ht was put and the new day began to 
8])riDg, I fortuned to awake and rose out of my bed 
as h^f ninaee<l, and indeed very dealroue to know 
aod see some marvellous and strange tblogs, re¬ 
membering with myself that I was in the midst part 
of all Thessaly, where, by the common report ot all 
the world, is the birthplace of sorceries and eaehant- 
nients, and 1 oftentimes repeated with myself the 
tale of my companion Aristomencs whereof the seene 
was set in this citv; all agog moreover (being moved 
both by desire and my own es{>ecia1 longing) I viewed 
the whole situation thereof willi care. Keitber was 
there anything which I aaw there that X did believe 
to be the same which it was indeed, but everything 
seemed unto me to be transformed into other shapes 
by the wicked poiyer of enchantment, in so much that 
1 thought the stones against which I might stumble 
were indurate and turned from men Into that figure* 
and that the birds which 1 heard chir^ng, ana the 
trees without the walls of the city, and the running 
waters were cliangod from men into such feathers 
and leaves and fountains, And further I thought 
that the statues images would by and by move, 
end that tbo walls would talk, and the and 
other brute beasts would speak and tell strange news, 
and that immediately I should bear some ora^e from 
the heaven and from the ray of the sun. 
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S Sk AttMiUib, imino v«ro eruc!ab)Ii de«id«rio 
ytu|iidu3, DuUo quidem initio ve1 oraniiio vestigio 
cupidmis meae reporto cuncts cireumibaci tameD^ 
dual luxom uqioUlem timu^AntU^ Mliatim aingaU 
repente me nesclus forum cupidiniB intuU; 
et tccc mulierem qu&mpiam frcqucQti stipataro 
faraiilitiono ibidem gradie&tem accelerato veatigio 
corapreheado: aurum in getnmis et in tunicis, ibi 
inflexum, hie intextom, matroDam profecto coofite* 
batur. Huiijs adhaerebat lateri senex gravis ia 
anniB, qui, ut primiim me cooapexit, inquit 

" Hercale Lueius," et ofiei t osculam et sbatim !n- 
certum quidiiain in aurem mulieiis obganniit. 
“ Quin ” inquit Etiam i|>Be parentem tuumaccedis et 
salutaa ?" " Vereor" loquam fgnotae mihi feminae/’ 
et sUtim rubore suffuaua deiecto capite reetiti. At 
ilU obtatum in me converse ** £n '* inquit Sanctia* 
simae Salviae matris generosa probitas. Sed et cetera 
corpoiia execralnliter od regulam aunt congruentU: 
inenonnis proceritasj aucculenta graoilitaB, rubor 
temperatuj, fiavum et uiatTectatura capillitium; oculi 
caesii quidem sed vigilee et in aepectu micantea, 
prorsua aquibnl, oa quoquoversum deridum, speciosua 
et immeditatus incesBUs/’ 

d Et adieclt '' Ego te, O Luci, raeis istis vanibus 
educavi; quidni ? Parentis tuae non modo sanguinis, 
vemiD alimouiarum etiam soda; nam et familia 
PluUrchi ambae progoatae sumus, et eandem oa^ 

1 There U h«r« a gap io the USB which has beao Allad 
in h; a latar hand. Tbeae three words aro iublg sear the 
saeatoiogleiS USS' reading, and can be ecnetrued. 
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Thu beiBg astouisheJ and diaoujcd, naj dumb¬ 
founded with the loogfng that did torment me> though 
I found DO begiiming nor indeed anj trace to aatiafy 
mj curiou desire, 1 went neverthefess from door to 
door, and at lengthy like aome luxuritmt person 
strolling at my ease, I fortoned unawares to cone 
into the market-place, where I espied a certain 
woman accompanied with a great naiiy servants, 
walking apace, towards whom I drew nigh and 
Tiewed her pretions stones set with gold and her 
garments woven with the same in each sort that she 
seemed to be some noble matron: and there ws« an 
old man which followed ber *. who (as soon as he had 
espied me) said : Venly this is iUidus,” and then 
ha came embraced me, and bj and by he went 
unto bis mistress, and whisp«re<l In her ear, and 
came to me agun, saying: How is It, Lucius, that 

; ou will not salute your dear cousin and friend?" 

'o whom I answered: Sir, I dare not be so bold 
as to take acquuintance of an unknown woman." 
Howbeit as half ashamed with blushes and hanging 
head I drew back, she turned her gaae upon me and 
said: "Behold how he resernbleth the aaine noble 
dignity as hU modest mother Salvia doth; bebold 
his countenance and body agreeing thereto In each 
point, behold bis comely stature, hU graceful slender- 
neas, his delicate colour, his hair yellow and not too 
foppishly dre^d, his grey and quick eyes shining 
like unto the ease’s, bis blooming countenance in 
all points, and bis grave and comely gait.*' Artd 
moreover she said: " O Lucius, I have nouri^ed 
thee with mine own proper hands, and why not? 
For 1 am not only of Kindred unto thy mother by 
> blood, but also her foster-sister; for we are both 
' descended of tbe line of Plutarch, sucked the same 
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tricem sicoul blbusuB, et lii nexu uda 

co*luimu5: ne« dliud oos qoam dignitu discerntl, 
quod ilia clarissunaa, ego privataa nuptias f$ceriiuua« 
Ego SU1S Bjrrhaena ilia, cuius forte saepicule Domen 
inter tuos frequentatuzc educatotes retanes. Accede 
itaque hospitium iiducia, unmo vero iam tuura pro* 
prium Larem/’ Ad baec ego, iaoi serraonlB ipsiua 
mora rubore digesto, '^Absit*' inquam ''Pareas, ut 
Miloncm hospitem aloe ulla querela deseram ; sed 
plane quodoffieiis integria potest effid,cnrabD9edub: 
quodes itioeria huius ratio naacetur, lunaquam erit ut 
noil npud te devertar," 

Dutq luuic et huiusmodi sermonem altercaiuur, 
pnucis admodum confcctis jMssibua ad doinutu Byr- 
i rhaenae )>ervenu)iua. Atria longe pulcberriiua co- 
luiunis quadrifkilAin per singulos angulos stantibus 
attolerabunt statuas, palinuris deae facies, quae ^^onia 
exjdioitis sine gressii, irilae vchibilis instabile ves¬ 
tigium |)lantis rosoidis delibnutes,^ nee ut naneant 
iuhuerent, et iaro voUre cruduutur. Ecce Japia 
Parius in Diauaut factus tcjtet librntain totius lod 
medietAteiU; signum perfecte luciilentum, vesta re- 
Aatum, procursu vegetum, introeuntibus nbvium et 
maiestate numinis venernbila: canes utriinquesecus 
deae latcra muDiunt, qui canes et i}>^ lapis erant; 
his oculi uiinantur, aures rigent, naves hiant, ora 
saeviurtt et sicunde de proxuno ia^tus ingruet^t, 

i Colvio's ansodatlon for the U89' d^oUantt*. Helm 
tog^ta <tetacH(et. 
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p«ip9, and were bi'ought 0 ]> together as sistere In one 
house; and tbrther there is no other difference 
between us two, but that she is married mere 
honourably tliaa I: I am the same Byrrliaena whom 
you have perliaps often heard named as one of those 
that reared you. Wlierefore I pray you to come 
with all conildenee to my house—uay, use it as your 
own.*' By whose words my blushes bad time to 
disperse, and I said: '• God forbid, cousin, that 1 
should forsake mine host Milo without sny just and 
reasonable cause, but verily I will do as much as 
I may without hurt to the duties of n guest, nnd 
as often as 1 have occasion to pass by your hmise I 
will ooroe and see how you do." 

While we went talking thus together, In a very 
few st^ we came to her l\ouse; imd behold the 
coiu*t 01 the same was very beautiful set with pillurs 
quadrangulerwise. on the top whereof were placed 
carven statues and images of the goddess of Violory, 
so lively and with such excellency ^>crtraye<l and with 
wings spread forth, their dewy feet poised upon 
motionless globes, that you would verity huve tliought 
that they bad down, and were hovering with their 
wings hither and tliither. Tliere also the image of 
Pinna, wrought in white marble, stood in the midst 
of all, holding nil in balance, which was u marvellous 
sight to see, for she seemed as though the wind did 
blow up her garments, striding briskly forward, so 
that she was now to encounter with them that came 
into the house, a goddess very venerable and majestic 
to see: on each side of her were dogs made also «f 
stone, that seemed to menace with their dery eyes, 
their pricked ears, their whle nostrils and tfieir 
grinning teeth, ui such sort that if sny dogs in 
the neighbourhood had bayed and barked, you 
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turn putabis de faacibiu lapidls (Xire, et, ifi <}uo 
sunmum specimen operae f&brilis e^egins ille stgoi^ 
fex prodiUit, subletis canlbux io pectua ardois pedes 
ini redstimtj currunt priores. Pene tergum deae 
ssxum buurglt io speluacae moduis, mnsoia et berbia 
et foliia et viiguUs et sicubi paoipinia et arbosculb 
sUbi de lapide doreotibua: spleodet intua umbra 
signl de nitore lapidis. $ab extrema aaxi margine 
poma et u^ae £sberrirae poliUe dependent, qw art 
aemuls naturae veritati aimiJes explicuit; putes ad 
dbum lode quaedam, cum mnatulentus autumnua 
uiaturum colorem afiisverit, posse decerpi, et si 
footem, qui deae vestigio discurrena io lenero vibra- 
tur uodam, pronua aapcxeris, credes illos ut rare 
pendentes racemos inter cetera veritatis nee agita* 
tionis offitio oarere. Inter medics frondea lapldia 
ActaeoD curioso obtutu in dearo sursum proiectus, 
iam in cervum fertaua et In saxo simul et in fonte 
loturara Diaoam opperiens visltur. 

0 Dutd haec Identidem rimabuadua eximie delecter, 
" Tua aunt" ait BjirhaenaCuncla quae vides ” ; et 
cum dicto ceteros comes aemone secrete decedere 
praecipit. Quibua di$pu1aLa cmnlbaa, “ Per hanc*' io- 
quit Dcam, 0 Luei cariasime, ut onaie Ubi metno et 
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wonM bftve thought the souod ceme from their stony 
throAts. A&d moreover (which was a greater marvd 
to behold) the excellent carver and deviser of this 
work had fashioned the dogs to stand up fiercely 
with their fonner feet rea<ly to run, and their hinder 
feet set f rmly on the ground. Behind ^e hack of 
the goddess was carved a stone rising in manner of 
a cavern, environed with moss, herbs, leaves, sprigs, 
green branches, and boaglis of vines growing in and 
about the same, and within the image of the statue 
glistened atid shone mArvellouiily upon die stooe i 
under the brim of the rock hung apples and grapes 
polished finely, wherein art (envying nature) shewed 
its great cunning; for they were so lively set out 
that you would liave thought that now autumn, the 
season of wine, had breathed upon them the colour 
of ripeness, and that they migJit have been pulled 
and eaten; and if,bending down, thou didst behold 
the running water, which seemed to spring and leap 
under the ^et of the goddess, thou mightest mark the 
grapes which hung down aiid seemed even to move 
and stir like the veiv grapes of the vine. Moreover 
amongst the branches of the stone appeared the 
image of Acteon looking eagerly upon the goddess: 
and both in the stream and in the stone he might l>e 
seen already beginning to be turned into a hart as lie 
waited to spy Diana bathe. 

And while I was greatly deliglited with exploiing 
the view of these things, Byrrhaena spake to me 
and said: ” Cousin, all thirds here be at your 
comraandmeul” And therewitlial she willed all 
the residue to depart from our secret conference, 
who befog gone she said: ''My most dear cousin 
Lu<ius, I swear by this goddess Diana that I do 
greatly fear for your safety, and am as careful fbryou 
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ut pote pigooh ineo longe provtsum cupio; tibi, 
sed CAre fbrtiter, & nuiMs ftrtibus et fAclnorosis illece* 
bris Pfunphnefl lUlus, qu6e corn Milone isto^ quern 
dicis liospitem, nupta est : mags primi nominifi et 
onmb cartninlJ sepulchralls magistra credituT, quae 
surcQlIa et UplDU et id genus frivolis mhalatis omnem 
Isbun luceui mundj sideralis imis TaiUri et lo vetus< 
turn chaos submergere novit. Nam sbnul quciaque 
conspexerit speciosae fonnae iuvenem, venuatate eius 
sumilur et illico In eum et oculum et aoimaio detor- 
quet: serit blanditisa, invadit spihtum, amorb pro- 
fiiudi pedicb aeternis alligat. Tuuc minus morigeros 
et viles Csstidjo in saaa et in peeua et quodvis 
animal puncto reformat, alios vero prorsua exthig^Ut. 
Haec tibi bepido et cnvenda censeo; nam et iiln 
nrit perpetiium et tu per aetatem et pulohritu- 
dlnecn oapax eius es." Hsec mecum Bytrbaeua aatis 
atuda, 

d At ego citriosus aliequin, ut pHmum artU inagicnc 
semper optaluin uomen nudivi, tantuin a eautcla 
Pamphiles nfiil nt eUam ultro gestirenj tali magis- 
terio me vel ampin cum mercede tvadere et prorsua 
in ipsum barotbinim saltu concito praeeipitare. Pes- 
Qnus denique et vecors aniini, manu eius velut catena 
qusdam memet expedio et, Salvepropere nddito, 
ad Milonb hosi^tlum perniciter evolo; ac duin omenti 
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long before, H j&a were mine own Mturel child i 
beware I saf, beware of the evil arts and wicked 
allurements of that Pamphile that is the wife of 
Milo, whom 70 U call 7 our boat, for she is accoxmted 
the most ohia and principal magician and enchantress 
of tvtry necromantic spell: who, bj breathing out 
certain words and charms over boughs and ston^ 
And other frivolous things, can throw down all the 
light of the atany heavens into the deep bottom of 
heN, and reduce them again to the old chaos. For 
AS soon as she espietli anf comely young man, she is 
forthwith etricken with bU love, and presently sette^ 
her eye and whole affection on him: she sowetli her 
seed of flattery, she invadeth bis spirit, and entangletli 
him^witb conlinunl snares of imincAsui'able love. And 
then if any accord not to her fflthy deaire, so that 
they seem loatlisome in her eye, by and by in a 
moment she either tunietl) them into stones, sbecp, 
or some other beast as Iiei^elf plcaseth, and some 
she presently slays and murders; of whom I would 
you should earnestly beware. For she burneth ccn> 
tjnuolly, and yoU, by reason of your tender age and 
comely beauty, are capable of her Are and love.” 

7 I 1 US with great care Bjrrhaena charged me, but I 
nevertheless, that was curious and coveted after aucli 
sorcery and witchcraft, aa soon as I heard its naroe, 
little esteemed to beware of Pamphile, but willingly 
determined to bestow abundance of money in learning 
of that teacber, and even to leap of my own accord 
into that very pit whereof ByiTnaena had warned 
me, and so I waxed mad and hastv, and wresting 
myself out of her company, as out of Jinks or chains I 
bade her farewell, and departed Vb^th all speed towards 
the house of mine host Milo. Tlien as i hastened hv 
the way like one bei’eft of wit. I reasoned thus with 
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gimjlU eelerovesbgiom ," Age ” Inquam ** Luci, evigUa 
et esto: babes esoptstam occadteoem at vote 

diutmo potiris. Fabulis loiris ^ ezplere pectus, aufer 
formidiaes puerllea, conreinus cum re ipsa naviter 
congredere, et a nexu quidem Tenerio hoapitis Cuae 
tempera et pr&bi Milonis geoialem torum religiosus 
auspice; vemm enimver& Fotia famula petatur eoixe. 
Nam el fcnaa sdtula et meribus Ivdicra et prorsua 
argutula eat Vesperi quoque cum somno coocederea, 
et in cubieulum te dedoxlt comiter, et blande lectulo 
collocavik, et satis amanter cooperuit, et oscuiato Cuo 
capite quam invita dbcederet vultu nrodidi^ deniq^ 
saepe retreraa respiciens subatitit. Qued boaum 
et fsustum itaque/ licet salutare non ent, Fotis ilia 
teropletor.’' 

7 Haec meeum ipse disputaus feres Mileois accede 
et, quod aiuot, pedibus in sententiam meam vado. 
Nec tamen domi Milouem vel uxorem eius offendo, 
sed tantum caram meam Fotldem: suis parabat 
vtscun farlim concisum et pulpsm frustatlm con- 
sectametabacum* pascuae lurulentae et quod naribus 
iam inde arlolabar, tuccetum perqusm sapidiesiraum. 
Ipsa linea tunica mundule amicta et russea faseeola 
pmeoiteote altausculc sub Ipsas papUlas succinctula, 
illud dbariuni vascuhim Roridis palmulis rotabat in 
elrouluro et In orbis Rexibus crebra succutiens et 
suDul membra sua leniter illubricans, lumbis sensiut 
vibrantibus, spinam mcbitem quatiens pladde de* 
center uiidabat. Isto aspectu deftxua obstupui et 

* USS and myttioit hare both been prc* 

posed. 

s The besb MS seems to read omlaew poiMae {tmt/anco, 
from which DO tn easing can be eztricted. The suggestion 
gWsn is the (ext is tolsnbly cetx and makes ^ir seose. 
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ioy«elf: ** O Lucluj, oow take heed, be viglUiot, h*Te 
• good care, for now thou hast time and pUee to 
a&tUfj thv longings and mayett gain the desire thoa 
hast 80 long nourished and fill thy heart with 
marvels. Now shake off thy childishness and come 
close to this matter like a man, but ^dally temper 
thyself from the love of thine hostess, and abs^n 
from violation of the bed of worthy Milo; but 
stroogW attetnpt to win the maiden Fotis, for she is 
beauti^l, wanton and pleasant io talk. Nay yester- 
eve when thou wenteat to sleep, she brought 
thee gently into thy chamber, and tenderly laid mee 
down io thy bed, and lovingly covered thee, and 
kissed thy head sweetly, and shewed in her counte* 
nance how unwillingly departed, and cast her eyes 
oftentimes back and stood still; then good speed to 
thee; then hast thou a good ocoaaon ministered 
unto thee, even if it betide thee ill, to prove and try 
tlie mind of Fotis." 

Thus while 2 reasoned with myself, 1 came to 
Milo's door persevering still in my purpose, but I 
found neither Milo nor bis wife at home, but only 
my dear and sweet love Fctla mincing pigs’ meat as 
if ibr stuffing, and slicing fiesh, and making pottage 
for her roaater and mistress, and I thought i smelled 
even from tlience the savour of some haggis very 
sweet and dain^. She had about her middle a 
white and clean apron, and she was girded high 
about her body beneatli her breasts with a girdle of 
red shining silk, and she stirred the pot and turned 
the meat with her fair and white hands, In such sort 
and with such stirrings and turning the same that her 
loins and hips did likewise geotly move and shake, 
which was in my mind a comely sight to see. These 
things when 1 saw 2 was half amased, and stood 
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QunboDditf jteti, stcterunt et raembra quae iacebuit 
aatt. Et Un<Iem ad ilUm Quam pulohre quamque 
festiTe " inquam " Fotis mea^oUtilam istam cum cati- 
bus intorquts I Quam raell Ituju puImeDtum apparas! 
Falix et certaus beatus cui permiseria illuc (libitum 
mtingere I" Tunc Ilia lepida alicquin et dicacula 
puclla ''Discede'* inquit Mbelle, quam procul a 
meo £3Culo dbcede, Main si te vel modioe mens 
igniculus cd^averit, ureris intIme nee ullus extinguet 
aidotere tuam nbi ego, quae dulce cocdiena et ollam 
et lectulum suave quatere novi.” 

0 Haec dicens in me respexlt et rlait. Kee tamen 
ego priua inde discessi, quam diUgenter omnem elus 
eaplorassem babitudinem. Vel quid ego <le cetei’is alo^ 
Cum semi>er jnihi uniea oura fuent caput capillumque 
sedolo et pub) ice prius intueri et domi postea pcrfrul, 
fiitque iudicli buios apud me eerla et statu la ratio, 
vel quod praecipua pars isW corporis in nperto et per- 
qncuo posits prima nostris lo minibus occuiTit, et quod 
in ceteris membris doHdae veetis bilaria color, boo la 
capita nitor uaitiviis oitoratur : deiitque pleraeque in- 
d^em gratiamque suam prol>aturae lacloias omnes 
eruiint, amicula diinovent, nudam pulcbritudlnem 
sutm praebere se gestiunt, inagb <le cutis roseo 
rul>ore quam de vestis auieo eolore placiturae. At 
veto (quod neias dicere, ne quid sit ullura buiusrei 
tarn dimm eaemplum) $1 cuiusbbet CKimiae puU 
chcnimaeque femioae ca{>ut captllo spoliaveris et 
foclero native specie nudaveris, licet ilk caelo ckiecta, 
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musing witli ojyseir, Aod my courage c«Qie then upon 
me whieb before vrae scant. And I spoke unto Fotis at 
last, end said: "O Fotls, how trimly, bow mcmly.vritb 
shaking your hips you can sUr the po^ and bow 
sweet 00 YOU make the pottage. 0 bappy and thrice 
happy is he to whom you dve leare and license to 
dip bis Unger therein.^' llien she, being likewise 
witty and merrily disposed, gave answer: " Depart, 
I say, wretch, from me i depart from my Jhre, fer if 
the flame thereof do never so little blase forth it will 
burn thee inwardW, and none can extinguish the 
heat thereof but i alone, who know well now with 
daintiest seasoning to stir both board and bed." 

When she bad said these words she cast her eyes 
uix)n me aud laughed, bat 1 did uot depart fr^ 
thence until such time as 1 bad viewed her in every 
point: but why should 1 speak of other things? 
When as It bstb always been my chief care both abroad 
to mark and view the head and hair of every dame 
sad afWwards delight myself therewith privately at 
home, and this Is mv firm and fixed judgement, for 
that is the }irincipal part of all the b^y, and U 
first open to our eyes: and whatsoever flourishing 
and gorgeous apparel doth for the otiier parts of tliu 
body, this doth tbe natural and comely beauty set 
forth on the head. Moreover there be divers, that (to 
the intent to shew their grace and loveKneas) will 
cast otf their ^^artlets and habiliments, and do more 
delight to shew tbe foimees and ruddiness of their 
skin in beauty unadorned than to deck themselves 
up in Talmeni of gold. But, though it bo a crime 
unto me to say it, aod I pray there may be no example 
of so foul a thing, know ye that if yon spoil and cut 
off the hair of any woman and deprive her of this 
natural adornment of her face, though she were never 
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meii fluctibus educ«tA—licet, inqtum, Venus 
Ipse fuerit, licet omul Gratiaruzn chore stipeU et toto 
CupidiniuQ populo comitste et belteo sue dneta, 
cioDsma rnp’aos et balsama ror&os, calve processerit^ 
piftcere non poterit nec Vuloano suo. 

9 Quid cum oepiJIis color gratus et nitor splendidus 
fllucet et contra soils adem vegetus iulgumt vel 
plsddufi renitet, aut In contranam gratiam vaiiat 
dspectum, et nunc suium coruscans in lenem mellis 
deprimitur umbrans; nunc corvine nigredine ceenileos 
columbanim coUis dosculos aemuletur, vel cum guttis 
Aradcis obunctus et pectinis arguta dente tenui di$- 
enminatus et pone versum coectus amatorisoculis oc^ 
cuirens ad inster speculi reddit ioiaglnem gratiorem ? 
Quid cum f^uenti subole spissus cumulat verticeni 
vel prolixa aerie porrectua doraa peimnnat ? Taste 
denique est capillamenti dlgnitesj ut quaavjs auro, 
veste, gemmiS; omnique cetero muodo exomate mulier 
incedst, tameit, nisi capillum distioxerit, oraata non 
pos&it audiie. 

Sed in mea Fottde non operosus eed Inordinetus or. 
natus addebat gratiam. Uberee entm crines leniter 
remissoa et cervice depeodulos ac dein per colla dia- 
poeitoa senamque sinuato petagio residentes paulisper 
ad Unem conglobates in sommum verticem nodus as* 

10 trinxerat Nec diutiua quivi tantom crudatom volup* 
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excellent in beau^, though she were thrown down 
from heaven, sprung of the ee&s, nourished of the 
hoods, though she were Venus herself, accompanied 
with the Graces, waited upon by all the court of 
Cupids, girded with her beautiful scarf of love, sweet 
like cinnamon and bedewed with balsam; yet if she 
appeared bald she could in no wise please, no, not 
her own Vulcan. O how well dotA a fair colour 
and a brilliant sheen agree with glittering hair! Be^ 
hold it encouotereth with the beams of the sun like 
swift lightning, or doth softly redect them back 
again, or cbangeth clean contruy into another grace. 
Sometimes the beauty of the hair, shining tike gold, 
resemblee the colour of honey; sometimes, when it 
is raven black, the blue plume and asure feathers 
about the necks of doves, especially when it is 
anointed with the nard of Aiat>ia, or trimly tufed 
out with tbe teeth of a fine comb; if it be tied 
up in the nape of the neck, it seemetb to the lover 
thatbeholdetb the same ae a glass that yieldeth forth 
a more pleasant and graeioue comeliness. The same 
is it if it should be gathered thick on the crown of 
the head, or if It sliould hong down scattering be^ 
hiud on the shoulders of the woman. Finally, there 
is such a dignity in the hair, that whatsoever she be, 
though she never be so bravely attired with gold, 
silks, precious stones, and other rich and gorgeous 
omameDts, yet if her hair be not curiously set forth, 
she cannot seem fur. 

But in my Fotis not her stndied care thereof but 
rather its disorder! Iness did Increase her beauty: her 
rich tresses hung gently about her shoulders, and 
were dispersed abroad upon every part of her neck 
banging mna the nape, and fell fairly down enwoimd 
in a kerchief, until at last they were trussed up upon 
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tatis eximlae sustiiiere, sed pronus in qua fine 
munum cacumen capiUus ascecditj meUifagimucc 
illud savium impressL Tujn iUa cervieeu Intorsit; 
et ad me cenreraa limla et morsioantibtia oculla 
"Heud tu, acholastice/’ ait '‘Dulce et amaram 
gUftuYum carpia. Cave ne mmia meUia duJcedme 
diutioam bills amaritudinem contrahaa.” *'Qaid 
latie" inquam mea feativitaa; cum sim paratua 

vel uuo aavlolo intericn reereaCus super Istom ignem 
porrectus aeeari ? *' et cum dicto artius earn complexus 
coepi aaviari. lamque aemuJa Hbldine in araeris parU 
Htatem coogemianescentl mccumj iam patentia oris 
inhalatu cinoameo et occuraantis linguae illiau nec* 
tareo proua cupidine odUbeaceotl; Perec," ioquam 
'* Ijmnc iam dudum perU, nisi tu propltiaria.” Ad 
haec ilia rursum me deoacnlatc Bono animo csto/’ 
inqult “Nam ego tibi mutua voluntate manequta 
sam, nee voluptas nostra diiTeretut* iiUeriua, sed prima 
face cuUeulum taum adeto. Abi ergo ac te com- 
para, tota enun noete teciun fortiter et ex auiino 
|] [iroeliabor." Hia et talibiis obg^injiitis aerraonibus 
inter nos discessum est. 

Commodum mehdies accesserat, et mittit mihi 
Dyrrbaena xeniola, porcum opiinum et quinque gaU 
linulas et vini cadum in aetate pretiosi. Tuoc ego 
vocata Fotlde, “Ecce" inquam " Veneris bortator et 
armiger Liber advenit ultro. Vinum istud hodie 
sorbamus omne, quod nobis reatioguat pudoris ig" 
naviam et utarrem vigorent libidiais incutiat. Hac 
d4 
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her crown with a knot ( then 1, anable to sustain the 
torture of the great desire that 1 was in, nn apoit 
her and kissed very sweedy the place where she had 
thus laid her hair opon her crown, whereat she 
turned her face and cast her sideloag and rolling 
eyes upon me, saying : “ 0 scholar, thou hast tasted 
now both honey and gall; take heed that the sweet¬ 
ness of tby pleasure do not turn into the bittemese of 
repentance.” *' Tush! ” quoth I; ” My sweetheart, 
I am contented for such another hfas to be broiled 
here upon this lire ”; wherewithal I embraced her 
more closely and began to kiss her. Then she 
embraced and kissed me with like passion of love, 
moreover her breath smelled like cinnamon, and 
the liquor of her tongue was like sweet nectar. 
Wherewith when ow mind was greatly delighted, 
I said: Behold, foUs, 1 am years and shall 
presently die, nay, I am already dead, unless you 
take pity upon me," which when 1 had said, she 
eftsoons kissed me and bade me be of good courage. 

And I will," quoth she, '• Satisfy your whole desire, 
and It shall be no longer delayed than until night, 
when as (assure yourself) 1 will come to your 
chamber: wherefore go your ways and prepare 
yourself, for I intend valiantly and courageously to 
encounter with you this night" Tliiis when we liad 
lovingly talked and I’easoned together, we departed 
for that time. 

When noon was just now come Byrrhaena sent unto 
me a present of a fat pig, five hens, and a flagon of old 
wine and rare. Then I called Potis nod said:Behold 
bow Bacchus, the alder and abettor of Venus, doth 
offer himself of bis own accord; let us therefm^ drink 
up this wine, that we may do utterly away with 
the cowardice of sbarae and get us the courage of 
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eciitt sitftrcbiA ziAvigium Veserte fndiget soJa, ut 
in nocte pervigili et oleo lacersA et vino calin 
abnjideb'’ 

Diem ceterum lavtcro ac dein oeooe dedimus r nam 
Milonia boni concuuiatici&ra mensalam rogatas accu- 
buemn quam pote tutus ab unoria eiua aspectu, 
Bynhaenae raonitorom mesnor, et perinde in etna 
iadem oculos meos ac ai in Avernum locum formi- 
dans deieceram, aed aasidue respiclens praeraloia' 
trantem Fotidem inibi recreabar aotmi; cum ecee 
lam vespera luceroam intuens PampbUe, ** Quam 
largas ” inqoit Tmber aderit crastlno/' et per« 
contanti marito qoi eomperJaset istud, respondit sibi 
lucemam pracdicere. Quod dictum ipsiua Milo 
risu secatua, “ Graedem ” ioqiiit ” Istara lucemam 
SibjUam paacimus; quae cujicta caeli negotia et 
iSsolem Ipsum de specula candelabri contuetur," Ad 
haec ego subidens, ** Sunt ” aio Prima huiuace 
diviuati<uil5 ettperimente, nec miruoa Ucet modicum 
iatum igniculum et manibua bomania laboratom^ 
memoir tamen illiua raaioHe et caelestis Ignis 
velut sui parentis, quid is esset edltunis Inaetheria 
Tertice divino praesagio et ipsum scire et nobis 
enuntiare. Nam et Corintbinunc apud nos paa&im 
Chaldaeus quidam bospes mirU totam dvitatem 
responsis turboleotat, et arcaoa fatorum stipibus 
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pUjuure, foe the vo 7 «ge of Veaus wAoteth no other 
provisioB thAc this, tii&t the lamp may be all the 
night replenished with oil, and tbe cups Ulle J with 
wine,” 

The residue of tbe day I passed away at the baths, 
and then to sapper, for 1 was bid by the worthy 
Milo, aod so Z sat down at hla little table, so neatly 
furnished, out of Pamphile’s sight aa much as 1 could, 
being mindful of the eomroandment of Byrrhaena, 
and only sometimes Z would cast mine eyes upon 
her, as if 1 shoald look upon the lakes of hell; but 
then Z (eftsoons turning ray ^e behind me, and 
beholding my Fotis ministering at tbe table) was 
again r^esbed and made merry, And behold, 
when it was now evening and PamphiU did see the 
lamp standing on the table, she said: '‘Verily we 
shall have much rain to-morrow," which when her 
husband did hear, he demanded of her, by what 
reason she knew it. “ Marry,” quoth she, “ Tlie light 
on the table doth shew the same": then Milo 
laughed and said : “ Verily we nourish and bring uj) 
a Sibyl prophesier in this lamp, wliieh doth divine 
from its socket of celestial things, and of the sun 
itself, as from a watch-tower," 

Then 1 mused In ray mind and said unto Milo; 
" Of truth DOW it is my first experience and proof of 
divination, neither is It any marvel, for although this 
light is but a small light and made bv the hands of 
man, yet bath it a remembrance of tliat great and 
heavenly light as of its parent, and in its divine 
spirit or prophecy doth both know and anew unto ns, 
wbat be will do in the skies above: for Z knew 
among us at Corinth a certain of Assyria, who 
by bis answers set the whole city in a to moil, and 
for the gain of money would tell evety man his 
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eiser«ndi£ edidt In vulgus: qui dies copulns 
titfum sHiroetj qui fundaments moeniuni perpetnet, 
qui negotiatori coramodus, qui viatori celebhe, qui 
QSTigiis opportimue i mihl deuique proverttum huias 
paregriiiutionis ioquirenti multa respundlt et oppido 
mira et satis varia: oune enin gloriaro satis flerldam, 
nuDc historiam magnam et iocreduudara ^bulam et 
libros me futurum.*' 

13 Ad haec renidens Milo ^Qua” ioquit "Corporis 
babitudiue praedltus quove nomine nuccupatus hie 
iste ChaldaeuB estr' ‘‘Procerus’* iaquam “£t 
soffuseutus, Diopliftuee nomine." Zpse est/* ait 
Nec ullus alius; nam et lile apud nos roulta multis 
similiter edatus non parvas stipes, immo vero mer- 
eedes opiniaa iaro consecutus fortiinam scaevam, an 
aaevam rerius dlxerim, miser inddit. Nam die 
quadam eum A^uentis popuU eirculo eoosaeptus 
eoronae cireumstantium fata donaret, Cerdo quidam 
nomine negotiator access! t eiini dieio commoduro 
peregrlnatloni cupiens: queni cum electuin desti- 
nasset ille, lam deposita erumeoa, iam profuais nuni- 
cnulis, iam dinunieratis centum deoarium, quos 
mercedem divinationis auferret, ecce quidam de 
nobilibus adulesccntulusa tergoarrepens eum laclnia 
prebendit et convertiim amplexus exosculatur artis* 
time. At iUe ubi primum. coosariatus eum iuxtim 
se ut assidat effeclt, et attonitus repentirae vlsiools 
stupore et praesentia negotti quod gerebat oblitus, 
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fortune: to be would tell the daje the; 

should men;; to others he would tell when they 
should build, 90 thet their edillces should continDe; 
to others when they should best go about their aSurs; 
to others when they shoald travel by land; to others 
when they should go by sea; aod to me (en^iUriog 
of my journey hither) he declared loeay things 
strange aod variable. For sometimes be said that I 
should wbi glory enough, sometimes that mice 
should be a great history, sometimes an incredible 
tale and the subject of books.” 

Whereat Milo laughed again, and e^iqidred of me 
of what stature this man ^ Assyria was, and what 
he was named. “ In faith,’ ’ quoth I, He is a tall man 
and somewhat black, and he is called Diopbanes.” 
Then said Milo: The same is he aiid no other, who 
likewise hath declared many things unto many of us, 
whereby he got and obtidoed no small profit, indeed 
much substance and treasure, but fell at len^b,poor 
wretch, into tlie bands of unpropltious fate, or I 
might say fate nnfaithhil. For being on a day 
amongst a great assembly of people, to tell the by* 
standers thdr fortune, a certalu merchant called 
Cerdo came unto him, and desired him to tell when 
it should be best for him to take hJs voyage, the 
which when he had done, Cerdo bad already opened 
his purse and already poured fortli bis money and 
counted out a hundred pence to pay him for tbe 
pains of bis soothsaying; whereupon came a certain 
young nobleman from behind and took Uiophanes 
by tbe garment, and turned him abont aod embraced 
and kissed him close, and Diophanes kissed him 
again and desired him to sit down by him. And 
being astonished with this sudden chance, he forgot 
the present business that be was dotag, sad said: 
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iofit ftd eum 'Quftm olim equidem exoptAtus nobis 
advenfs ?' Eespondit nd baec ille alius^ * Commodum 
vespere ori<at«: sod vicissim tu quoque, frater, mibi 
memorA quemadmodvm exinde ut do Euboea insuia 
festious enAvlgAsU, et marts et tiae confecerts iter/ 

14 Ad baec Dlophanes Ule CIiHldaeus egregius, msnte 
vidaus necdum sans, ' Hoates ’ inquit ‘ Et oames 
inlmici nostri tam diram iramo v$ro Ulixeaio pere- 
gnBAtioDom iDcldant* Nam eC navis ipsa qua 
vebebaTnur, variis turbmibus proceUaruxo qoasssta, 
utroque regimitie amisso, aegre ad ulterioris ripae 
marginem detrusa praeceps demersa est, et nos 
onmibds amissis viz eoatavimug. Quodcunque vel 
ignotorvm miseratione vel amiccnun benivoleatia 
contrazireus, id umne latroclnaUs invasit manus, 
quorum audaciae repugnans etiam Artgnotos nnieus 
{rater meus sob istis oculis miser iugulatus est.’ 
Haec so adhae narrante maesto Cerdo ille negotiator 
correptU nummulis suis, qnos diviaatioDis mereedi 
dssiinaverat, proiinns aufugit. Ac dehinc tune 
demum Diophanes expergitus sensit Imprudentiae 
suae taberOj cuv etiam noa omo.ee ciroomsecus 
astaDtes in clarum cachlnnam videret eSusos. Sed 
tibi plane, Loci doznine, soli omnium Chaldaeus ille 
vera dixeht, usque felix et iter dexterum porrigas/' 

15 Haec Milone diutine sermocinante tadtos io- 
gemeacebam, mihjque non mediocriter suscensebam 
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‘ O dear frleod, jou are heartily welcome; I pray 
you when arrived you, whom we have looked for so 
long, into these parts ?' Then answered he: ' Just 
this last evening; but, brother, 2 pray you tell me of 

J our Sudden coming from the Isle o^ Euboea, and 
ow yon sped by the way, both of sea and land ^ ’ 
Whereunto Diophanes, this notable Assyrian, not yet 
come unto his frimd but half amazed, gave answer 
and aaid : ‘1 would to God that all our enemies and 
eviUwillers might fall into the like dangerous 
peregrination, as bociblesome as Ulysses’ was, for 
the which we were in rafter that it was by the 
waves of the sea and by tne great tempest tossed 
hither and thitlier, in great peril, and after that both 
^e rudders brake alike in pieces) waa but just 
brought to the futther shore, but sunk utterly into 
the water, and so we did swim and hardly escaped to 
land with loss of all that we had: and after that, 
whatsoever was given unto us in recompense of our 
losses, either by the pity of strangers or by the 
benevolence of our friends, was taken awsy fi^^cn us 
by a band of thieves, whose violence when mine only 
brother Arignotus did essay to resist, he was cruelly 
murdered by them before my ^e.’ While be was 
still sadly declaring these things, the merchant Cerdo 
took up his money again, which he had told out to 
pay for the telling of his fortune, and ran away : and 
then Dlophanes comijtg to himself perceived what be 
liad done, how his imprudence had ruined him, and 
we all that stood by laughed greatly. But surely, t 
pray that unto you, O Lucius, did Diophanes tell the 
truth, if to you alone, and nay you be happy, and 
have a prosperous journey." 

Thus Milo reasoned with me, but 1 groaned within 
myself and was not a little sorry that I had by my 
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qood ultra ifuluctA sene inopportuaeruoi fabulamm 
partem bonaro veaperee eiusque gratissimum fniffhira 
amittereis } et taudcm denique devorato pudore ad 
MUonem alo '' Ferat aucTo Diopbanes ille fortunam et 
spalia populorutn nusus cooferat man pariter ae 
teme, mlbl vero fatigatiools besternae etiamnupc 
fitucia dA venlam maturius cancedam cubituxu," et 
cuss dictoiacesso, et cubiculummeum ccpnteQda,atque 
lUlc deprebesdo eputarum dfspasitlooea satis coo* 
pinnae }fam et pueris eatra limeoj credo ut arbitrio 
Doeturoi gaflnitus ablegareotur, humi quam procul 
dlstratum fuerat; atgrabatulum meum astltit raensula 
cenae totlus bonestos reUquias taleraos, et caJices 
bool, iam infuso latlce semipleni, solaro temperiem 
sQstuientes, et Ugoena iuxta oHficia caeaiiu dehtscente 
patesceiu faeills hauritu^prorsoa gladlaterlae Veneris 
anteceoia. 

J6 Conimodujn cubueram, et ecce FotU mea, fajo 
domins culxtum rcddita, laeta proximst roaa serta et 
rosa soluU lo »iuu tuberante: ac me pressim deoscu- 
lata et caroUis revincto ae flare persperso arripit 
poculum aa deauper aqua callda inJecta ponigit 
bibam^ idque madica prius quam totum exsorberem 
clementer invadit ac relictum pollul^m label!is 
mi Quens meque respicieos sorUHat dul dter. Sequeos 
et tertium toter nas vieUslcn et iVequens alteroat 
poculum, cuDj ego iam vioa nsadeos oec aoima 
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ovm doing turned him into such 4 vein of Ulk so luu 
f e4Jon4blr, that I was like to lose * good pert of the 
D 2 gbt> and the sweet pleasure tfaereof, but at length 
I mldly swallowed my shame and said unto Muo: 
“ Let Diopbaoes farewell with bU evil fortune, and 
disgorge again to sea and land that spoil that be 
wins from all oaUons, for 1 verily do fet feel the 
weariness of travel of yesterdaf; wherefore I 
pra; yon pardon mej and give me license, being very 
tired, to depart early to bed," wherewithal I rose 
up and went to my cbamb^, where 1 found all 
manner of meats finely prepared, and the servants’ 
bed (so that they should not bear, metbjnks, our 
tattling of the nigh^ was removed far off without 
the chamber door. ^ my bed a table was set, all 
covered with no small store of sncb meats as were 
left at supper, generous cups were filled half full 
with liquor, leaving room only for enough water to 
temper and delay Cbe wine, the Hagan stood ready 
prepared, its neck opened with a wide and smooth 
cu^ that one might the easier draw from it, and 
there did nothing lack whkb was necessary for the 
preparation of Venus. 

Now when 1 was just entered into the bed, behold 
my Fotis (who had brought ber mistress to sleep) 
drew nigh, with bunches of rote garlands and rose 
blooms in her apron, and she kis^ me closely and 
tied a garland about my head, and east tbe residue 
about ma Which when she had done, she took up 
a cup of wine, and tempered it with hot water, and 
proffered it me to drink, and before 1 bad drunk 
all, she gent^ pulled it from my moutb, and sipping 
it sTowly and looking upon me the while, she drsmk 
that which was left, and in this manner we emptied 
the pot twice or thrice together. Thus when < had 
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tantum verurn etiam corpore ipso ad libiJifiem 
lAquiesj aiioqiiin ^ petulans et lam saucins paulisper 
m^uiaam fioe laciria remota impatientiam Vto^rls 
Foticll meat moortrans, '‘Miserere/’ inquam “Et 
snbvedi maturius i nam, ut vides, proelio, quod nobis 
aine fetiall officio iodixeras, laro proxlmante vehe. 
iBenter intentua,ubi primam aagittam saevi Cupidlnis 
in ima praecordia inca delapsam except, arcum meum 
et Ipse vigorate tetendi ^ et opjndo formidone nervus 
rigoris oimietate rumpatur. Sed ut mihi morem 
plenlus gesseris, in enusucn )axa erinem et eapllJo 
17 faente uodanter ede com plexus amabiles.*' Kee 
mors, cum omolbusiJlis cibariisvasculisr^tiinremotis, 
Jeclniis cunctls suls renudata, crinibus quam dissolutis 
ad hilarem lasciviam in speciem Veneris quae marl* 
nos fluctus subit pulcbre reformata, paulisper etiam 

S labeUum femioal roses palmula potlue obumbrans 
e industria quam tegens verecundia, “ Proellare/' 
inquit “ Et fortiter proeiiaie, nee enun tibi cedsm 
nee terga vortam. Commlnus in aspectum, si vir 
es, derige et graseare naviter et occide moriturns. 
Hodlema pugaa non habet reUeioneai/’ Haec simul 
diceoa, ioscenso grabstulo super roe seasiro residens 
ac crebra subsllleos, lubridsque gestibus mobilem 
splnam quatiens, pendulae Veneris fructu me satiavit, 
usque dum lassis snlmis et marcidis artubus de&Ligati 
BUDul ambo corraimus Iriter mutuos amplexus animas 
aobelantes. His et buiusmodi colIucUtlooibue ad 
confinia lucis ufique pervigiles egimus, poculls inter- 
dum lassitudlnem refoventes et Tibidinem incltantes 
ei voIupUtem iotegrantes: ad cuius noctis exemplar 
similes sstrunmus »l«ag plusculas. 

Forte quadam die de me msgno opere BTrrhaena 
contendit spud earn cenulae ut interessem, et cum 
^ 8o Bomso for tbe if SS’ atUtendU- 
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replenished myself with wise, «nd was now 
ready not only In mind but also in body> I shewed to 
Foils my great impatience and said : “ 0 my sweet¬ 
heart, take pity upon me and help me: ffjr as you 
see, I am prepared unto the battle now approaching 
which yourself did appoint without the herald's aid, 
for after that 1 felt the Arst arrow of cruel Capid 
within my breast I beot my bow vety strong, and 
now fear (because it is bended so bard} lest the 
string should break: but tUatthoumayeat the better 
please me, unbrace thy hair and come and embrace 
me lovingly *'; wherewithal sbe made no long delay, 
but set aside all the meat and wine, and then un- 
ajkparelled herself and uoattired her hair, presenting 
her amiable body unto me in manner of Venus, 
when she goeth under the waves of the sea. " Now,*' 
quoth she, '* 1$ come the hour of jovutlng, now ii 
come the time of war, wherefore shew thyself like 
unto a mao, for I wiU not retire, 1 will not fiy the 
heldsee then thou be valiant, see tbou be coura* 
geous, since there is no tune appointed when our 
skirmish shall cease.'* In saying these words she 
came to me, and embraced me sweetly, and so we 
passed all the night In pastime and pleasure, and 
never slept till it was day; but we would ever 
refresh our weariness and provoke our pleasure by 
drinking of wine. In which sort we pleasantly passed 
many nights following. 

It fortuned on a day that Byrrhaena desired me to 
sup with her, and she would in no wise take any 
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impendio u:cu$4rem, uegavlt vecism. Ergo igitur 
Fobs orat sdennda deqoe nutu e!u9 consOIum volut 
auapiduiD petendum: quae quanquam invlta quod a 
8« uogae ladua digrederer, tamen comIter amatoriae 
miliUae breTOiD comnieatara indulsit. Sad “ Heus 
tu ” inquU “ Cave regrediare cena maturius: nacu 
veaana factio cobUissimorum iuveoum i>acem publi* 
(an infestat: passim tracidatos per madias plateaa 
videbis iacere^ nee praesidis auxilU longinqua levare 
civitateni (aota clade poasunC. TibJ vero fbrtanae 
splendor insidiaa, contemptus etiam peregrinatioois 
poterit afferre.” "Pac sine cura" inquam “Sis, 
Fobs mea; nam praeter quod epulis allecU volup. 
tatea meas anteierrem, rDetumetiami&tum tibidemam 
maturata regreasione. Nec tamen incomltatus ibo: 
nam gladiolo solito cinctus altrizisecijs ipse aaluUs 
reeae pnesidia gostabo.” Sic psratus cenae me 
committo. 

in Prequeus ibi Dumerus epulonum et utpote apud 
primatein feiuioara (ios i))ae civitatU. Mensaeopi* 
pare citro et ebore nitentee, leeU aureis vestibus 
uitecti, ampii ealsces variae quidem gratiae sed prO' 
tiodtatls uniua Hie vitrum fabre sigfllatum, ibi 
crjstaJIum impunutum, argentum alibi clarum et 
aarum fulgurana et socemum mire cavatum eC lapides 
at bkbas, et quicqoid fieri non potest, ibi est Dlri. 
bltoree plusculi splendide amicti fercula copiosa 
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excuse. Wbereupou I muet go unto Folia to ask 
counsel of ber as of some dWfne, who (although she 
was uowilliDg that Z should dep^ one foot ber 
eompan 7 ) jet at length she gave me Hcease to be 
al>seiit for a while from amorous debate, saying: 
” Look you, beware that you tarry not long at supper 
there, Iot there is a rabble of vrell-bom youths that 
dUturbetb the publio peace, and yon may see many 
murdered about in the streets, neither can the armies 
of the governor, for that they are afar od, rid the city 
of ibis great plague. And they will the sooner set 
upon yon, by reason of your high station and for 
that tl)ey will disdain you being a foreigner.” Then 
1 answered and said: " Have no care for me, Potis, 
for I esteem the pleasure which I have with tbec 
above the dainty meat that I eat abroad, and I will 
take away that fear that you have by returning again 
quickly. Nevertbeleas, 1 mind not to go without 
company* for 1 have here my sword by my side, 
whereby I hope to defend myself.” 

And so in this sort I went to supper, and behold 
1 found at Byrrhaena's house a great company of 
strangers, the very dower of the cltlaens, for that she 
was one of the chief and principal women of the city. 
The tables (made of citron>wood and Ivory) were 
ricbly adorned, the couches spread with cloth of 
gold, the cups were great and garnished preciously 
in sundry fashion, but were of like estimation and 
priee: here stood a glass gorgeously wrought, there 
stood another of crystal finely chased, tbere stood a 
cup of glittering silver, and here stood another of 
shining gold, and here was another of amber arti¬ 
ficially carved, and precious stones made to drink out 
of i finally, there were all things that might never be 
found. A crowd of servitors brought orderly the 
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scitule sobministrare; puerl calami stnti pulchre in- 
dusiati gammas fonnatas in pacala vin: vetoati fra- 
quentar offerre- 

1am iltatia laminlbus epularis sermo percrebruit, 
iam Tlsus afflucns et loci libarales et eavillus bine 
ipdaturn ioiit ad mo Bjrrhtena: " Quam com¬ 
mode versaris in nortra patria f Quod sciam, templis 
et lavacris et ceterU operibus Icngo cunctas clvltales 
antecellimus, uUnsilium praeterea pollomna affatim. 
Certe Ubertas otioso, et negotioso quidem advenae 
Romana frequeutia, modeslo vero hospiti quiea villa* 
ticA; Omni denique provincUe volnptarii secessus 
SO sucDus." Ad haec ego aublcieos; “ Vera memoras, nec 
usquam gentium magia me liberum quam hie fuiase 
credidi. Sed oppido formido caecaa et ioevltabiles 
latebras maglcae disciplinae: nam ne mortuorum 
qnidem sepulclira tutadicuntar sad ex buatb et rogis 
reliquiae quaedam et cadaverum praesegmina ad 
exitUbilea vlventium fortunaa petuntur; et canta- 
trices anus in ipso memento choragii funebris praepeU 
celeritatc alienam aepulturam antevortunt." KU 
meis addidit alius: “ Zmmo vero istic nec viventibus 
quidem ullia parcitur: et nescioqul simile passes ore 
undique omnifsriam defbrmato trancatos est.” Inter 
haec conviviuoi totum In licenUosos cachlnnoe elTun- 
diCur, omniumqae ora et obtutufi in unum quempiam 
angulo secubantem conferuntur : qni cunctonitn 
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plentiful mcAts in rich eppmel, the pa^e» curled »n«i 
arrejed in silk robes did fill great gecas nude in 
forXB of cups with aaoient wine. 

Then one brought io candles and torches: and 
when we were sat down and placed in order we 
began to talk, to laugh and be merry. AndByrrhaena 
spoke to me, and said: I pra; you, cousin, ^low like 
you our country ^ Verily 1 think there is no other 
city which bath the like temples, baths and other 
commodities as we have here: further wehaveabund- 
ance of household stuif, we have freedom for him 
that will rest, and when a busy merchant cometb, be 
may find here as many as at Kome; hut fora stranger 
that wQi have quiet there is peace as at a county- 
house : and In fine, all that dwell within this province 

S when they purpose to solace and repose themselves) 
Io come to this city/’ 

Whcreunio I answered; “ Verily you tell truth, for 
I have found no place in all the world where I may 
be ^ex than herebut 1 ^eatly fear the blind and 
inevitable pits of witchcraft, for they say that not 
even the gravee of the dead are safe, but tbe bones 
and slices of such as are slain be ^gged up froin 
tombs and pyres to alRict and (orment such as live: 
and the old witches as soon as they hear of the death 
of any person do forthwith go and uncover the hearse 
and sp^ tbe corpse before ever it be burled/’ 

Then another sitting at the table spoke and said: 
“ In faith you say true, neither yet do they spare or 
favour the living. For I know one not far hence 
that was cruelly handled by them and hath suffered 
much with all manner of eutdag of hia face ”; 
whereat all the company laughed heartily, and looked 
upon one that sat apart at the board's end, who 
ftmued at all their gazing and angry withal, 
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obstjoatjoDe coafums indigoA murmurabundu5 ctjra 
7«]Iet <7csurgere, InuDO ml Theljphroo ” Bjrrboeoa 
ioquit " £t gubsUte pauJlsper et more tuae urbanitatis 
fabulim illam tu&m remetiie, ut ot fiUus meus iate 
Lucius sermooistui perfruatur comitate/* At 
ille “ Ta quidem domina ’* ait In officio oiaoes sanctae 
tuae bonitatis: eed ferenda non ost quorundam 
ioaolentia." Sic die commotjs ; sed ina|antia 
Byrrhaonae, quae eum adiuratione suae aalutis Jo- 
81 gratis cogebat effiari; perfecit ut veil et, ac sic aggeratis 
in cunulura straguUs et effiuHus in cubituis anb* 
ereetusQue in torum i^orriglt doKterara, et ad iostar 
orator jm oonfbmat arciculam duo basque udimis 
oonelusis digitis ccteros eraious porrigens et infesto 
pollice subrigens ioSt Tbelyphroo: 

'‘Pupillus ego Mileto profectus ad spectaculuiu 
Olympicumj cum baec otiam loca provinciae fami* 
gerabliu adire cuporem, peragrata cuocta Tliessalla 
fuscid avibiis LarUsam acoessi, Ae dum »lngula 
pererrans, tenuato admodum viatioo, pauperCati meae 
fomenta conquiro, conspicor' medio foro procerum 
quondam senem; inslstebat lapidem claraque voce 
praedicubat, si qui mortuum servare vellet, de pretio 
Uceretur; et ad quempiam pneteieuntium ^Quid 
hoc* inquam 'comperior? Hldne mortal solent 
aufugere?' *Tace’ respondit ille, ‘Nam oppido 


THE GOLDEN ASS, BOOK 11 
muTTOured somewhftt ud would i^vc n«n from tbe 
tablo hod not Byrrhaeaa spoken to him aod sold ! 
«I prey thee, friend Tbelypfiron, sit still,snd accord¬ 
ing to thy accustomed courtesy declare unto us thy 
Btom to the end that my son Lucius may be de¬ 
lighted with the pleasantness of thy tale," To whom 
he ^wered: « Ah dame, yon are always the same 
in the office of tout bounty and thoughtfulness, but 
the insolence of some is not to be sopported." This 
^ said rery angrily, bat Byrrhaena was earnest upon 
him and conjured him by her own life that he should, 
bownnwiJling soever, tell his tale, whereby he was 
enforced to declare the same: and so (lapi>ing up 
the end of the table-clotb Into an heap) he l^ned 
with his elbow thereou, and sat up upon the couch and 
held out his right hand in the manner of an orator, 
shutting down the two smaller fingers and stret^ing 
out the other three, and pointing up with his thumb 
a little, and said: 

*' When I was a young man I went from the 
called Miletus to see tbe games and triumphs called 
Olympian, and beuig desirous also to come into this 
famous province, after that 1 had travelled over all 
Thessaly, I fortuned in an evil hour to come to the 
dty Larissa, where, while I went up and down to 
view the streets, to take some relief for my poor 
estate ffor 1 had spent near all my money) 1 espied 
a tall cud man standing upon a stone in the midst of 
the cnarket-place, crying with a loud voice, aiul 
saying that if any man would watch a dead corpse 
that night he should be rewarded and a price be fixed 
for hia pains. Which when I heard 1 asid to one 
that passed by: ' What is here to do ^ Do dead men 
use to run away in this country? ’ Then answered 
be: ‘ Hold your peace; for you are but a babe and a 
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puer et uUs peregriniu meritoque igzioraa TheB* 
salifie te consistere, ubi sagAC ra)j]Ieres ora mortuorom 
jNiBBljn demorsitant, eaque aunt iJIis artis mfi^eae 
SSContra ego 'Et quae, tn’ inqnam 
‘ Die sodea, cuatodela ilU feralis f ' * lam primum' 
respondit ille ' Perpetem noctem eximie vigilandum 
eat exertis et inconaivia oculis eemper in cadaver 
ioteutis, nee aciea usquam devertenda, immo ne 
obliquanda quldem, quippe cun deterKmae ver> 
sipeUee in quodvis animal ore convereo lateater 
arrepant, ut Ipsos etiam ocuios tolls et lustitiae 
fadle frustreaCur; nam et aves et mrsum et 

mures, immo vero eUant muscas Induunt. Tunc 
dirU eantamiaibus sooino custodes obruunt: nec satis 
quisquam de&Urepoterit quantas latebras nequis^mae 
mulieres pro libidine sua comaimiscuntur. Kec 
tamen buius tam exitiaUlis operae merees ampllor 
quacD quatemi vel sen! feriae oETerantur aurei. 
Ehem, et qaod paene praeterieram, ai qui non 
integrum corpus mane restatueiit, quicqiitd inde 
deeerpium demmutumque fuerit, id omne de facie 
sua desecto sarcire compellitur/ 

25 '* His cognitis animum meum comraaaeulo, et illico 

accedeos praecoaeia ' Clamare' inquam ' lam desJne: 
adest custos paratus, cede praemium/ ' MUle ’ inquit 
'Nummum depooeatur tlbi. Sed heus hivcnls, cave 
diligsnter pnneipum civitatis filii cadaver a malis 
Harpjiis probe eustodias/ * Ineptias ’ inquam' Mihi 
Hi 
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$b&oger here, And not without ceuee jou are ignorant 
how ^00 are in Tbeasaly, where the women witches do 
bite off* by morsels the desh of the faces of dead men, 
and thereby work their sorceries and eachantmenU.’ 
'Ihen/ ^uoth 1} * In good fellowship tell me the 
order of this custody of the dead and how it is ' 
' Marry/ qnoth he, ‘ First you must watch all tlie 
night, with, your eyes staring and bent oontinnslly 
upon the corpse, without winking, never looking off 
nor even moving aside: for these witches do change 
their skin and tnra ^emselves at will into aundry 
kinds of beasts, whereby they deceive the eyes even 
of the sun and of very Justice; sometimes they are 
transformed into bir^, sometimes Into dogs and 
mice, and sometimes into flies; moreover they will 
charm the keepers of the corpse asleep, neither can 
it be declared what means and shifts these wicked 
women do use to bring their purpose to pass: and 
the reward for such dangerous watching is no more 
than four or six pieces of gold. But hearken further, 
which I had well nigh forgotteu, if the keeper of the 
dead do not render on tbe morning following the 
corpse whole and sound as ho received the same, he 
shall be punished in this sort. That is; if the corpse 
be diminished or spoiled in any part, the same shall 
bo diminished and spoiled in Uie face of the keeper 
to patch it np withal.’ 

"Which when I heard I took a good heart and 
went unto the crier and bade bun cease, for 1 would 
take the matter in hand, and so 1 demanded what 2 
should have. * Marry,' quoth he,' A thousand pence; 
but beware I say, young man, that tou do well 
defend the dead corpse from the wlcaed witches, 
for he was tbe son of one of the chiefest of the dty.' 
* Tush/ said 1, * You speak you cannot tell what: 
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nairas at nugM meraa. Videa homiiiem ferroum et 
insoouieiD, oerta parspicacfarem ipso L^neao vel Ar^ 
et ocuieum totum/ 

“Vix finkram, et Ulico me perdudt ad doroum 
qoam^ciij cuius ipsis fbribus obsaeptie per quau' 
dambrevem posticulam intro vocat me et coudare 
quoddam obeeratis lummibos umbrosom demonstrat 
mati’onaTnque flebilem fusca veste conteetam, quam 
propter aasistens ‘Hlc inquit 'Anctoratus ad cua- 
todiam maritl tui fidenter acceuit’ At ilia crioi- 
bos antependulis hinc inde demotis etiam in maerore 
luculentam proferens fsdem.meque respidena ‘Vfde 
oro' Inquit ‘ Quam axpergite munua obeas.’ ' Stna 
cure ala ’; inquara ' Modo coroHariam idoneuiu com- 
24 |)ara<’ Sic placito odaa eurrexit et ad aliud me 
cubiculum inducit; ibi corpus splendendbus lioteis 
coopertum introductie quibusdan septem testibua 
manu revelat et dlotine insuper fleto ^ obte&tata Hdem 
praesentium singula demoDstrat auxie^ verba concepta 
de industria quodaiu tabulia praenotante. ' Eece' 
inquit 'Naaua Integer, incolumea oculi, aaJvae aurea, 
ilUbatae lablae, mentum aolidum. Voa in hanc rem, 
bont Quiritee, teatimoaium perbibetote ‘i et cum dieto 
conaignatia illis tabulia facessit. 

^At ego, 'lube’ inquam ^Domina, cuncta quae 

t Tbie h tha iiigeoloua sug^tioa of NiO. HaiosiQs for the 
M8S* imiperJlM. 
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beholU I am a man zcade all of iron, and have never 
deaire to sleep, and am more quick of sight than 
Ljnoeiis or Argua, and must be all eyes.’ 

“ I had scarce spoken these words, when be took 
me by the hand, and brought me to a certain house, 
the gate whereof was closed fast, so that I went 
through a small wicket, and tlien he brought me 
into a chamber somewhat dark, the light beii^g 
shut out> and shewed me a matron clothed in moom- 
ing vesture and weeping in lamentable wise: and he 
stood by and spake unto her and said : ‘ Behold here 
is one that is em))loyed to watch the corpse of your 
husband faithfully this night.' Which wlien she 
heard, she pushed aside her hair that hung beware 
her blubber^ face that was yet very fair, and turned 
her unto me, saying: • Mark you, young mao, take 
good heed and see you be vigilant to your office/ 
‘ Have no care,' quoth I, ‘ So that yoo will give me 
somethioff above that which is due to be given,’ 
wberewitn she was contented; aod then rose and 
brought me into another chamber, wherein the 
corpse lay covered with white sheets, and she called 
seven witnesses, before whom she removed the cloth, 
and wept long over him, then shewed the dead body 
and every part and parcel thereof, and with weeping 
eyes <lcair^ them all to testify the matter, which 
done she said these words that she had composed 
of set purpose, while one wrote and noted the same 
in tables: ' Behold his nose is whole, his eyes safe, 
bis ears without sear, his lips untouched, and bis 
chin sound: do you, good citizens, bear witness 
hereto': and then was all inscribed with the hands 
of the witnesses to eonhrtn the same. 

“This done, I said unto the matron: ^Madam, I 
pray you bid that 1 msy have all things here 
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sttot QSQi nec«£sanft nobis exblberi.' ' At quM ’ in¬ 
quit ‘ IsU sunt}' ' Lucoms ’ Ato * PraegnuidU et 
oleam ad luceis lucl sufficiens et caUda oum oan> 
pboria tt calice cenarumque reliqulie disous omatus.' 
Tunc ilia capita quassato 'Abi’ inquit 'Fatne, qui 
in domo funesta eenas at partes requirls, in qua tot< 
iugis iam diebus ne fumus quidon visus ast u]lui. 
An istic comissatum te venisse credis t Quin sumis 
potius loM oongruenUa luctus atlachmas?' Haec 
slcuuJ dicaua respeait anciHuIan, at ^M^rrhine' in* 
quit' Lueeroam et oleum trade ooafesiiin et indnso 
CQSlode cnbicuio protinus ^cesse.' 

25 "Sie desolatos ad cadaverls soladum perfrictis 
oculis et obannatis ad vi^lias auimum meum per* 
nulcebam canUtiooibus, cum ecce crepusculum et 
Qox provecta et nos altior et deln concubia altiora et 
iam noz intempeata, mihique oppido formido oumu* 
latior quidem, cum repante introrepens mustela 
contra me conscitit obtututoque aearrimam in me 
desfituit, ut tan til lull aninaalis prae nimia eul dducia 
mibi turbaht animum: denique sic ad illam * Quin 
abfs’ inquam * Jmpurata bcstia, teque ad tui similes 
musculos recondis, antequam nostri vim praesentariam 
ezpenan's? Quin abis?’ Terga vortit et eubiculo 
protill us exterminatur : nee mora, cum me somnus 
profuodus in imum baratliram repente demergit, ut 
ae deus quidem Delpbicua ipse &cile discemeret, 
duobus nobis iacentibua, quis essetmagis mortuus i sic 
Inanimis et iudigens alio oustede paene ibi non eram, 

26 “ Commodom noctis inducias cantos perstrepebat 
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necKSM;.’ ‘ What it tbat ? ’ quotb she. * Merr/,' 
said 1,' A great lamp replenished with uil, pots of 
wine, and warm water to temper the same, a cup, 
and some other daintj dUh that was left at supper/ 
Then she shooL her head, and said: ' Awav, fool as 
thou art, thinkest thou to play the glutton liere, and 
to look for dainty meats, where so long time batii not 
been seen any smoke at all ? Comest thou here to 
revel, rather than weep and lament suitably to the 
placed’ And tlierewitba! she turned hack and 
commanded her maiden Myrrhioe to deliver me a 
lamp with ^1, and to close in the watcher and depart 
from the room. 

"Now when 1 was alone to keep the corpse 
company, I rubbed mine eyes to arm them for 
watching, and to the intent that I would not sleep 
1 solaced my mind with singing, and so I passed the 
time till it was dark, and then night deeper and 
deeper stUl, and then midnight, when behold, as 1 
grew already more afraid, crept in a weasel 

into the chamber, and she came against me and Hxed 
a sharp look upon me and put me in very great fear, 
in 80 much that I marvelled greatly of the audacity 
of so Utile a beast. To whom I said: 'Get thee 
hence, thou filthy bmte, and hie thee to the mice thy 
fellows, leat thou feel my fingers. Why wUt thou 
not go *' Then incootinently she ran away, and 
when she was quite gone from the chamber, 1 fell on 
the ground so fuat in the deepest depth of sleep that 
Apollo himself could not well discern whether of ns 
two was the dead co^e, for 1 lay prostrate as one 
without life, and needed a keeper likewise, and had 
aa well not been there. 

At length the cocks began to crow declaring 
night past and tbat it was now d^, wherewithal I 
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cristAtae cohortis; tand^ro expergitus et nireio p&vorc 
pert«rrjtns cadaver accurro et admeto lumine 
revel ata^ue eiue tacle riinabsr aiogola, quae cuncta 
conveneraDt: ecce uxor miaella fleits ciun hestemia 
teetiUua Introrumpit aiixia, et statim corpori saper- 
mene multumque ac diu deoseulata sub arbttiio 
luminia recognoadt omnia. Et conversa Philo* 
despotun) reguirit actorem: el praeciplt, bono eustodi 
redderet sine mora praemiura, et oblato statiro 
* Summaa ’ inquit 'Tibi, invents, gratiaa agicoua et 
Hercule ob sedulum Istud mlnisteriiim inter ceteros 
famiiiares dehioc numerabimus.' Ad baee ego 
insperato lucro diffusus in gaudium et in aureos 
refulgentes, quos identidem manu mea ventilabam 
attonitus,' Immo ’ tnquaia ' Doroina, de famulis tuis 
uoum putato, et quotiena operam nostraio dealderabia, 
fldenUr impera.’ Vlx e&tum rre statim iamiliares 
omnes nefariiim exsecrati raptb cuiusquemcdi telia 
insequuntur: pugnis ille oialas ofTendere, scapulas 
alius cubitis implngere, pal mis infestJs bic latera 
suffbdere,calcibuB insultarejcapilloa di8trabere,vesteni 
disciodere. Sic in ciodum superb! iuveDia Adonei 
vel musoe vatis Pimpleidos' laceratos atque dis* 
cerptus dome proturbor. 

S7 " Ac dum in proxima platea refovens anioium in* 
fausU atque improvidi sermonU mei sero reminlseor, 

1 Th« MSS found fnat difflcultiM in tbaae ^Mr nanM. 
and had prodaeed a corruptioa ioisctliiu0jika^don»w£«(w<«/ 
wuii JPimfUidca is £eroaldos* eof^iioo. 
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wAked and, being greatlj Afraid, ran unto the dead 
body with the lamp in my band, and 1 uncovered his 
face and viewed him elosely round about; all the 
parts were there: and immediately came in the 
wretched matron all blabbered with her witnesses, 
and threw herself apon the corpse, and eflsoons 
kissing bim, examined his body in the lamplight, and 
found no jiart diminished. Tben she turned and 
commanded one PhUodespotns, her steward, to pay 
the good guardian hie wages for^with, which when 
he had done, he aaid: ‘ We tliankyon, gentle young 
man, for year pains, and verily for your diligence 
herein we will account you as one of the family.' 

"Whereupon I, being joyous of my unhoped gain, 
•nd rattling my* money in my hand, as 1 gased upon 
its shining colour, did answer: ‘ Nay, madam, I pray 
you, esteem me as one of your servitors i and as ofhen 
as yon need cny services at aoy time, I am at your 
commaadmeot.' 

I had not fully declared these words, when as 
beiu)ld, all the servants of the house did curse the 
dreadful ominousness of my words, and were assem* 
bled to drive nae away with all manner of weapons; 
one buffeted me about the face with bis (!sts, another 
thrust his elbows into my shoulders, some struck me 
in the sides with their bands, some kicked me, some 
pulled me by the hair, some tore my garments, and 
so 1 was handled amongst them and driven foom the 
house even as tlie proud young nun Adonis who was 
tom by a boar, or Orpbeus the Muses' poet. 

" When I was come into the next street to reoover 
ray spirit, 1 raused with myself too late mine unwise 
end unadvised words which I had spoken, wherety 
I considered that 1 bad deserved much more punish¬ 
ment, and that I was worthily beaten for my fMIy: 
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dignumque me pluribiu etiam verberibuB fuisse 
men to coosefitio, eece iaai ulttmum dedetuB atque 
conciamatas procesBerat QortuuB, rituque patrio, 
utpote tmue de opUmatlbus, pompa iuoerJs pubUd 
ducUbatur per forum. OceurrlC aCratos quidam 
cnaestoa iq lacrlmie genialem caoitiem reveUena 
seoea, et maoibus ambabua invadeos toniiSj voce 
cootenta quidem sed aasidufs slogaltibua impeditflu 
' Per fidem vestram' inquit ' Quiiites, per pietatem 
publkaiD pererapto dvl BubaisUte, et extremum 
faduua is uefariam acelestamque Utam feounam 
seventer viodfcate. Haec enim, sec ollua aUua, 
miserum aduleaeenteo,aorcrldmeae (Ulum.lj} adulteri 
gratiaa et ob praedam hereditariara extinxit veneno/ 
Sic llle senior lameotabllea questas aingulis insbep^ 
bat Saeviie Tulgus interdum et factl veriaiiDlUtQdine 
Ad cruninis creduUtatem impelli i eonciamaot ignem, 
requijQDt Baza, parrulos ad eziUom mulleris hortan- 
tor. Emeditatls ad haec ilia fletibus, quaznque 
aanctissime poterat adiuiana cimcta numioa, tantnm 
scdas abnuebat 

ii "Ergo igitar senez die: ^Veritatia arbitriun in 
divinam providentlam reponamua. ZatcMaa adeat 
Aegyptiua, proplieta prlmariua, qui mecuiD lamda* 
dnm grandi praemio peplgit reducere pauUeper ab 
ijiferia sj^ritum corpusque istud postllminio mortia 
aoiraare ’ i et cnco dicto luTenein quecnpiam linteia 
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ftnd by aod by the corpse cane forth, after the last 
worde of farewell aod lamentatioa, which (becanae it 
waa the body cpf ooe of the chiefs of the city) was 
carried ic hmeral pomp round about the market* 
place, accord! ag to the rite of the counQ>y there. 
Aod forthwith stepped out an old man weeping and 
larcenting and tearing his reoerable and aged hair, 
and ran unto the bier and embraced it, and witb 
deep sighs and sobs cried out in this sort: ‘ O 
masters, T pray you, by the duty which you owe to 
the public weal, take pity and mercy upon this dead 
eorp^, who is miserably murdered, and do ven* 
geance on this wicked and cursed woman hl$ wife, 
which hath committed this fact, for it is she and no 
other that hath poisoned her husband, nay sister’s 
son, to the Intent to maintain her adultery and to 
get his heritage/ 

“ Id this BOi*t the old man complained before the 
face of all the people. Then they, astonished at 
these sayings and because the thing seemed to be 
true, begun to he very angry and cried out: ' Bum 
her, bum her,’ and they sought for stones to throw 
at her, and willed the boys in the street to do the 
same; but she, weeping in lamentable wise with 
feigned tears, did swear by all the gods that she 
was not culpable of this crime. 

Then quoth the old man: ' Let us refer the 
judgment of truth to the divine providence of God. 
Behold here Is one Zatclilas, an Egyptian, who is 
the most pnnoipal proi)hetier in al( this country, 
and who was hired of me long since to bring ba^ 
the soul of tins man from hell for a shcprt season, 
and to revive his body beyond the threshold of 
death for the trial hereof’; and therewithal he 
brought forth a certaio young mao clothed io linen 
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amiculu iAlectum peddsqne paltneis bucels Inducttjio 
et Adiisqu« dcrftso c&pite producit in medium. HuiuB 
diu manua deoaculatu, et ipsa genua contingens. 
Miserere’ alt ‘Sacerdea, mi&erere, per caelestia 
fiidera, per infema numina, per naturalia elementa, 
per nocturne silenCia, et adjta Coptica^ et per ln> 
crecnenta KiloUca, et arcana Mecnpbltica, et siatra 
Phariaca, da brevem aolis ueuram et la aetemum 
ceodltis oculia modicAm lucem mAjnde. Non oboi* 
timor, nee terrae rem suam denegaruus, sed ad ul- 
tionie solacium exiguum vitae spatlum deprecamur.’ 

"Prophetasic propltlatus herbulam quamplara ob 
os eorporis et aUatn pectori eius imponit. Tunc 
orieotem obversus increnienta solis august! taeltua 
imprecatus venetAbllU scaeoae facie studia praeaea* 
tium ad miraculum tantum certatun arrent. 

39 Imrnitto me turbae socluni et pone Ipsum lectu- 
ium edldorem quendam lapidem maiTtena cuncta 
curiosis oculis arbitrabar: iao) tuinore pectus extolli, 
salubris vena pulsari, iara spiritu corpus impleri; 
et aasui^t cadaver et profatur adoleecens: * Quid, 
oro, me post Lethaea pocuU iam Stjgiis paludiUus 
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having on his htt a pair of send?*]* of pa^m* 
laavea and hia crown shaven; and he kissed hie 
hand* often and touched even his knees^ saying: ' O 
Priest, hare mercy, have mercy, I pray thee by 
the celestial planets, by the powers infernal, by the 
virtue of the natural elements, by the Silences of the 
night, by the temples nigh unto the town of Coptos, 
by tbe increase of the flood of Nile, by the secret 
mysteries of Memphis, and by the rattles ^ cf Pharos: 
hare mercy, 1 say, and call again to the light of the 
SUB for a short moment this desd body, and make 
that his eyes which be closed and shut for ever, 
msy be opened awhile and see; howbeit we mean 
not to strive against the law of death, neither intend 
we to deprive the earth of its nght, but (to the end 
that vengeance may be dene) we crave bat a sm^ 
time and space of life.’ 

" At this the prophet was rooved, and took a cer* 
tain herb, and laid it three times upon the mouth of 
the dead, and be took another, and laid It upon his 
lireast in like sort: thus whoo he had done he 
turned himself unto the East, and made niently 
certmn orisons unto the proud and rising sun, which 
caused all the people to marvel greatly at the sight 
of this solemn acting, and to look for tbe strange 
miracle that should happen. 

Then 1 pressed in amongst them uigh behind 
the bier, and got upon a stone to look curiously upon 
this mystery, and bebohl incontinently his breast did 
swell, the dead body began to receive spirit, bis 

E nncipal veins did move, fiia life came again, and he 
eld up his head, and spoke to this sort; 'Why do 
you call me back again to tbe duties of this transitory 
life, that have already tasted of the water of Lethe, 
^ The fttitruia or rattle of Isis. 
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injiaUntciD ftd roomeotarwe Titfte rcducitb ofBcia? 
Desinc iere, pecor, dwiae, ac »e in mcara qui€tein 
pcrndtte.' H«c 4udiU de corpow} sed aliquanto 
propli«U eoimnotior ‘ Qdn refers' ait ‘ Pcppulo sin* 
gula, tuaeque mortia llluminas arc&aa f An non 
puUs de^ti^nibM mcis posse Uiras IbtocaiI, posse 
tiW membra Isssa torqneri ?' Susdpit lUe de Icctato 
et imo cum gemitu populum sic adcrat: ' Malis 
novee nuptae peremptus artibus et addictus noxlo 
poculo torum tepentem adultero maccipavi/ 

" Tunc uxor egregia capit praesentem audacaam et 
mente sacrilege coargucnll marito reaiatens altercat 
Populus aeetuat cJiTersa tendentes: hi pessimam 
feminam vi?entem statim cum corpore mariti sepe* 
lieodam, alii mcDdacio cadaverb fidem non baben- 
30 dam. Sed banc cunctoticnem sequens adulescentls 
aermo dUtinxit; naro ruraus altius ingemescens 
‘Dabo/ inquit *Dabo voWa intemeratae veriUtis 
dccumenta; perlucide quod proraus altus nemo cog* 
noverit indicabo,’ Tunc, digit© me dcroonstrans; 
r 1^401 cum corporis mei custos hie aagadsaimus exer- 
tam mihi teneret vigillam, canUtrices anus exuriis 
meis imminentes atquc ob id refonnatae frualra aae- 
pu$, cum indostnam sedulam eiua fallcre nequivia- 
sent, poatremum, iniecta sonmi nebula eoque in 
profundam quiclem sepiUto, me nomine ciere non 
prius desierunt, quam dum hebetc* artus et membra 
frigida pigria conaUbus ad ar^s magicae nituntur 
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and likewise d^ted upon the waters of Styx ? Leave 
off, E pray, leave off, and let me lie in quiet rest/ 
When these words were uttered by the dead 
corpse, the prophet moved with annr, said: *1 
charge thee to tell, before the face of the people 
here, the secret occasion of tby death. Wbat i 
Lost thou think that I cannot by my conjuratioas 
call up the Furies aod by my puissance torment thy 
weary limbs ^ ’ 

‘‘Then the corpse moved up his bead again, and 
with a deep groan thus made reverence unto the 
people^ and said: ‘ Verily, I was poisoned by the evil 
arts of my newly wedded wife, and so yielded my 
bed, still warm, unto an adulterer.' Whereat his ex> 
eellent wife, taking present audacity and reproving 
his sayings, with a cursed mind did deny it. The 
people were In a turmoil aod divided in sundry 
ways; some thought best the vile woman should 
be buried alive with her husband, but some said 
there ought no credit to be given unto the dead 
body that spake falsely: which oplolon was clean 
taken away by the words which the corpse spoke 
again with deeper groaning, and aaid: ‘Behold, I 
will give you an evident token, which never yet any 
other man knew, whereby you shall perceive that I 
declsire the truth,' and by and by he pointed towards 
me that stood on tbe stone, and said: * When this, 
the good guardian of my body, watched me diligently 
in ue night, and the wicked witches and enchan- 
ttesses Came into the chamber to spoil me of my 
limbs, and to bring such their purpose to pass, did 
transform themselves Into tbe shape of bea ^; and 
when they could in no wise deceive or beguile bis 
vigilant eyes, they east him at last into so <read and 
sound a sleep that by their witchcraft he seemed 
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oUequU. Hie utpot« virus quid«m sed Cum aeporc 
mortuus, quod eodem mocum voc«i)ulo nuncupatur, 
ad 5uum nomen ignaLrus exsurgit eC in exanimls um¬ 
brae modum ultroueus gradient quacoquam foribus 
cobiculi dlligenter ocelu&U, per quoddam foramen pro- 
seciie uaso priua ac moxauribus vicariamprozneUnie- 
nnm sustentarit: utque fallaciaereliqua convenUsent, 
ceiam in inodum prosectarum formatam aunuxn ei 
applicant examoiaici nasoque ipsiiia aimllem com* 
parant. £t nunc assistit miser hie praemium non 
iodusthae, sed debilltatlonis conaecutns/ HU dictis 
perieriitus tenure fbrtunam aggredior: loiecta manu 
naaum pTebeudo; sequitur ; aures pertraeto, demunt. 
Ac dum diiecds digitia et detortia nutlbua praeaen- 
tiom denotor, dum risus ebulliL inter pedea ciicam- 
standnm fngido sodore deduens evado. Nee poatea 
debilU sc sic tidleulus l*arl me ]>atrio radderc potui, 
sed capiUis hinc inde laterum delecds aurlnm vuloera 
celavi, nasi vero dedecus linteolo iato pressim aggluti¬ 
nate dceenter obteu.'* 

9] Cum primuiD Theljphron lianc Ubulam posuit, 
compotorea vino madidi rursum Cachinnum integrant 
Dunque bibere aobU Risui postulant, tic ad me Bjt* 
rhaena: " SolemnU ” Inquit Dies a primia cunabnlis 
huius urbis conditus erastfnus edvenit, quo die soli 
raortaliom sanctissimnm deum Risum hilaro atque 
gaudiali ritu propitiamua, Huoc toa praeaentia nobis 
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without spirit or lif«, Aft«r thu thej c&Ued m« b; 
spy n*mc, &nd did n«v«r cease tiU the cold Eaembea 
of loy body begen by btcle and little to revive to 
obey their mAgic erts: then he, being lively indeed, 
howbeit burl^ in sleep, because be am 1 were 
named by one name, rose up when they called, and 
walked as one without sense like some lifeless ^ost: 
and they, though the door was fast closed, eame ie 
by a certain hole and cut off hist his nose and then 
his ears, and so that butchery was done to bim, 
which was appointed to be done to me. And tbat 
such their subtlety might not be perceived, they 
made bim very exactly a like pair of ears of wax, and 
fitted it exactly upon him, arid a nose like his they 
made also, wheruore you may see that the poor 
wretch for bis dihgence bath .f>r lucre of a little 
CDOn^ sustained loss of his members/ 

“ which when he J>a<l said 1 was greatly astonished, 
and (minding to feel my face) put my hand Co my 
nose, and my nose fell off, and put my hand to 
my ears, and my ears fell off. Whereat all the people 
pointed and nodded at me, and laughed me to scorn: 
bub I (being sQicken in a cold sweat) crept between 
their legs for shame and escaped away. So I, dis* 
figured and ridiculous, could never return home 
again, but covered the loss of mine ears with my 
long hair and glued this clout to my face to bide the 
thame of my nose. 

As soon as Thelyphron bad told bis tale the? which 
sat at the table, replenished with wine, laughed 
kearlily; and while th^ cried for a toast after their 
fashion to Laughter, Byrrhaeoa spoke to me and 
said: "From the first foundation of this city, we 
alone of all men have had a custom to celebrate with 
joyful and pleasant rites the festival day of the god 
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efSdes ^Atiorem; Atqu^ utioAra Aliquld de propriolep* 
orelAetificum bODOrAndo d«o ooannuii6eAri8;<]uo ma^s 
pUnlusque Unto nuralni liteitus/' “ Bane " i&quAm 
“ Et fiet ut iubod. Et vellem Hercule iDAtenam rep* 
perire AUquam, quam deus tentne affine nter indueret/’ 
Post baec mooitu famuli mel, qui oocU^ admone- 
bat, {atq et ipse crapulA distentus/ proClnua ezsdrgo 
et appeUalA prospere BjirbaeoA tituboDte vesU^o 
8S domuitionm capesdO. Sed cum primam plateam in- 
vsdifRus, veato repentino lumen, quo DiUbamur, ex* 
tingniiur, nt vix Improvldae noetia caligine liberati, 
digitis pedum detuziAis ob lapides, bospitium defessi 
redlremus, dumque iam ionctim proximsmus, eoce 
tres qnidam vegetes et vastubs corporibus fores nos* 
traa ex aummis viribus imientes ac oe praesentia 
quidem nos^ tantillum conterriti, sed magis cum 
Aemolatione viiiom crebrius InsuUaDtes, ut nobis 
AC mibi potissimum non immerito latrones esse, et 
quidem saevUsIml, vlderentur. Statira deniqne gla- 
didm, quem veste mea conteotum ad boa usua ez- 
fcnleram, sina Uberatum arripio, nec conctatus medios 
litTones mvolo ac singulta, at quecique colluctantem 
off^deram, altissime demergo, quoad tandem ante 
ipsa restigia tnea vastis et crebris perforati vulneribus 
spirituB effiaverint. Sic proeliatus, iam tumultu eo 
Fotide soacitate, patefactis aedibua anbelans et an* 
dore perlutus irrepo, meque statim utpote pugna 
latrozujm in ricem Geryoneae caedis fatigatum, 
lecto eimul et somoo tradidi 

I TfaseartaieaiDBadaUan^lBdepBtidabtlymadabySAlmaAJua 
aad Kohda, o( the VSS* 
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Lttughttr, «nd tc*niorrow is feast, wheo I pray 
you to be present to set oat the seme laore honour¬ 
ably, and 1 would with all my heart that you could 
find or devise soinewbat merry of yoursclt^ that you 
cDight the more honour so great a i^od." To whom 
I answered : '^VerUy, cousin, I will do as you com¬ 
mand me, and tight glad would I be if I might 
invent any laughing or merry matter to please or 
satisfy Laughter withal.*' Then at the warning of 
my servant, who told me the night was late, b^og 
also well drunken with wine, I rose from the table, 
took leave of Byrrhaena, and depaite<l with tottering 
steps on my homeward way. 

But when we came Into the 6rst street, the torch 
wbereunto we trusted went cut with a sudden gust of 
wind, so Chat M’lth great pain we could scarce get 
out of this sadden darkness to our lodging, weary 
with our toes stumbling against the stones. And 
when we were well nigh come to the door, behold I 
saw three men of great stature heaving and lifting 
at Milo's gates to get In. And when they saw me, 
they were nothing afraid, but assayed with more 
force to break down the doom, whereby they gave 
me occasion, and not without cause, to think that 
they were strong thieves. Whereupon I straightway 
drew xny sword which K carried for that purpose 
under my cloak, and ran in amongst them, and 
wounded them deeply as each thrust against me, in 
Such sort that they fell down for their many and 

K at wounds before my feet and gave up the ghost. 

js when I had slain them all, I knocked,sweating 
and breathing, at the door, till Fotis, awaked by the 
tumult, let me in. And then foil weary with the 
slaughter of these three thieves, like Hercules wheo 
be fought Sing Geryon, 1 went to my chamber and 
laid me down to sleep. 
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1 C«MMdDUM pijnic«iitibu» phalerid Aurora roseum 
quatiena lacortum caelum inequitabat eC me securae 
quieti revulsuTO dox did reddidit. Aeatus invadlt 
animum oesjiemi recordatione facinoris; ccmpUcitia 
denique pedibus ac palmulia tu alternaa digitorun 
vicisaitodines super genua connexis sic grabatum 
cMSim insidens uberUm flebam, iam fbi um etiudicia, 
Um aen ten tiam, ipsum denique carnlficem imagina* 
buodua. “ An mibi quisqaam taiu mttU tamque 
benivolus Judex obtinget,qul me tdnae caediacruore 
periltum et tot civiam sangaiue delibutum inno> 
eeotem pronuntJare poterit^ Hanc lUam mihJ 
glorJoaam peregrine C!o»em fere Chaldaeua Dio- 
phanes obstinate praedicabat." 

Haec ideDtIdem mecum repticana foxtuoas meaa 
etulabam: quati fbres interdum et frequent! 
i ciamore laouae nostrae peratrepi ; nee mora, cum 
magna iiruptione patefactia aedibiu magistmtJbua 
eorutuque mioiatris et turbae uilacellaneae cuocta 
completa statJinque iJctores duo de ioasu magie* 
tratuuot immiasa menu trabere me aane ood reni- 
tentem oeeipiunt. Ac dum primum angiportum 
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So dDOa &s niomiog was come, and Aurora had liAed 
her rosy arm to drive her bnght coursers through the 
shining heaven, and night tore me from peaceful 
sleep and gave me up to the day, my heart burned 
sore with vemembraoce of the murder which 1 had 
committed on the night before: and I rose and sat 
down on the bed with my legs across, and clasping 
my hands over my knees with Angers intertwined I 
wept bitterly. For 1 imagined with myself thst I 
was brought before the judge in the judgemen^plsce, 
and that be awarded sentence against me, and that 
the hangman was ready to lead me to the gallows. 
And further ] imagined and said: Alas, what judge 
is be that is so gentle or benign that he will think I 
am UDguilty of the slaughter and murder of theee 
three men, aod will absolve cne, stained with the 
innocent blood of so many of the dty^ Thus 
fbrsooth the Assyrian !Diopbanes did (irmly assure 
unto me, that my peregrination and voyage hither 
should be prosperous.” 

But whiW 1 did thus again and again unfold my 
sorrows and greatly bewail my fortune, behold ) 
heard a great noise aud cry at the door; in a moment 
the gates were flung oMn, and in came the m^is- 
hvtes and officers, and all their retinue, that 6lled all 
the place, and commanded two sergeants to lay 
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tosistimue, sUtioi civitas oraoie in publicum * effuse 
mire densitete nos ineequUur, et qaamquam ceplte 
iQ terram, imoxo ed Ipsos inferos Jam deiecto 
meesbu incederem, obliquato tamen aepectu rem 
admiretionis mexiiuee ccnepicfo; nem inter tot milia 
l>opuli eireun^repentie nemo prorsum, qui non 
risu dirumperetuT, ademt. Tendero pererratoe plate! s 
omnibus et in modiun eorum, quibcia luetrallbue 
piementia wiinaa portontorum faoetils circumforeneis 
expiant, droumductus angulatim forum eiusque 
tribunal aetituori Unique sublimo suggeetu magis' 
Cretlbus residentiboe^ iam praecone publico silentium 
clanante, repente cuncti cousona TOoe dagitant^ 
propter coetue multitudioem, quae pressurae nustn 
densitate periclitaretur, iudidum tantiun tbeetro 
redderetur. ^^ee mora, cum pasdm populus prO' 
currene caveoe comaeptu ra rai ra cel eritate eomplevit: 
aditus etiom et tectum omue Csrtiin etipaverant; 
plerique coluiunie implexi, alii statuis dependuU, 
nonuulli per fdiestras et lacunaria semiconapicui) 
miro tamen omnee studio vieandi pericuJa selutie 
neglegebent. Tune me per proscaenium medium 
velut quandam victiuiam publiea minlateria producunt 
$ et orchestrae mediae aiatunt Sic runuin praeconis 
ample boatu dtatue occusator quidam seuior exsurgit, 

* po^ua. TbU ia Gruiar's emaodatiou. 
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bands on me and lead me to prison, wbereonto I was 
willingly obedient; *^><1 ^ we came to the mouth of 
oar lane all the dly gathered together in a thick 
throng and followed me, and although I looked 
alwa^ on the ground, nay, even to the very pit of 
deatli for misery^ yet sometimes 1 cast my head a^de, 
and marvelled ^eatly that amongst so many thousand 
people there ws$ not one but laughed exceedingly. 
Finally, when they had brought me through all the 
streets of the city, and to every nook and comer, in 
manner of those as go in procession and do sacriUce 
to mitigate the ire oftbe gods,they placed me in the 
jndgement-ball before the seat of the judges: and 
after that the magistrates had taken their seat on a 
high stage, tbe crier had commanded all men to 
keep silence, the people instantly cried out with one 
voice and desired the judges to ^ve sentence In the 
great theatre by reason of tbe great multitude that 
was there, whereby they were In danger of stifUng. 
And behold they ran and very <)uickly filled the 
whole pit of the theatre, and the press of people 
increased still; some climbed to the top of tbe house, 
some got upon the beams, some hung from tbe 
images, and some thrust in their heads through tbe 
windows and ceilings, little regarding tbe dangers 
they were io, so they might see me. Then tbe 
officers brought me forth openly into the middle of 
tbe place like some victim, that every man might 
behold me, and made me to stand in the midst of 
the stage. And after that the crier had made an 
“ Oyes ^ and willed all such as would bring any 
evidence against me should come forth, there stepped 
Out an old man with an hour-glass of water in his 
band, wherelo, through a small bole like to a ftinnel, 
the water dropped softly, that he might bare liberty 
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et td dic«ndi spAttum vascub qiioduD io vicem coli 
grtei]tt9r fistuUto 6c per hoc guttatlm defluo infusa 
aqua, populum ric adont i 

" Keque parva rea ac pi’aedpue pacem civltatls 
cunctae raspleiens et exemplo saio pro&tura tracta* 
Quirites sanctissmu, Qoare oiagia eongniit 
eedulo ^ngiilot atque universoa ros pro dignitate 
publica providere, ne nefarius homicida tot caedium 
laiuenam, quam croenter exereult, impune com* 
miserit. Nec loe pute^ privatis amaltatiboB in* 
ittnctum o<^o proprio eaevire; sum namque noe- 
tumae custodiae pnefeetus, nec in hodiemum credo 
qaemquam pervjgilem dlligeRtiam meam culpare 
posse. Been denique ipsam et quae nocte gesta sxmt 
cum fide proferam: nam cum fere iam tertia vigilia 
serupulosadiligentia cunctaecivilatis ostiatim singula 
coaeiderans dreumirem, conspieio istum crudelis* 
eimum iuvenem mucrooe deatricto passim caedibus 
operantem, iaiaque 11*98 aumero saevitis eius Inter* 
eoiptos ante pedes ipsius spiraotibus* ad hue eor- 
poribus in mnlto sanguine palpitantes, Et ipse 
quidem eofiscientia tanti facinoris merito permotos 
statim profugit et io domura quandam praesidio 
teoebrarum elapsus perpetem noetem deliturt; sed 
providentia deum, quae nihil impunitum nocentibus 
permittit, priusquam iete clandestinis iUneribus 
elaberetur, mane praestolatus ad gravissunum iudicii 
vestri sacramentum euis curavl perducere. Habetis 
1 So vao dar Yllet lor the MSS* iptroalei. 
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to epeak during the time of the coDtinuviee of ibe 
water i and be began hie oration to the people in 
this sort: 

"O moat reverend and jurt judges, the thing 
which I purpose to declare unto you (9 no small 
matter, but toucheth the estate arui trauqaillity of 
this whole city, and the puoiehjsent thereof may be 
a right good example to others. Wherefore I pray 
you, most venerable fathers, to whom aud to every 
of whom it doth appertain to provide for the digni^ 
and aafety of the common weal, that you would in 
no wise suffer this wicked homicide ecnbrucd with 
the blood of $0 many murders to escape uopitnished. 
Aud think yon not that I am moved by private envy 
or hatred, but by reason of mine office, in that 1 am 
captain of the night watch, and I tbick that until 
this day no man alive can accuse me to be remiss in 
the same. Now ] will declare all the whole matter, 
orderly, as it was done this last night. For when at 
about the third watch of this night past I diligently 
searched every part of the dty, spying eveiything 
close one door to another, behold 1 fbrtuQCd to 
espy ibis cruel young man, sword drawn out for 
murder, and already three bj his fierce onslaught dead 
at his feet, their bodies still breathing, in a welt« 
of blood. Now this when he had done (moved in 
his conscience at so great a crime) he ran awav and 
aided by reason of darkness slipped into a house 
and there ley hidden all night; but, by the pro¬ 
vidence of the gods, which suffereth no heinous 
offences to remain unpunished, he was taken up this 
morning before he escaped any further by secret 
ways, and so I have brought nini hither to your 
honourable presence to receive bis desert accordingly. 
So have you here a culpable homidde, one caught in 
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itaqat rtum tot Cfttdibas impiatum, r«uin comu 
depressum, reura peregrlnuBi: oonstanter itaque in 
bomioem aUeDum ferte aentectloa de M eticoiiie^ 
quodetiam io vestrum civ«rD severiter vindicaretU." 

4 Sic profatua accusator aecnrimus immanciu vocem 
reprcfi$it,ac me sUtSm praeco, si quid ad eareapoaderc 
Tcllecn, inbebat indpere. At eg:o niliU tunc teai))oriB 
ampliua quam Acre potcrara, non Um Hercule 
truculcntam acousatioacm mtaeas quam meam ml* 
scram coasdentiam; s«d tamcD oborta divljaitca 
audada ale ad flla: 

'* Nec ipat ^11070, quam ait arduom, trinia clvium 
corporlbus axpositia cud qul caedis arguatur, quam- 
vU Tera dicat et de facto confiteatur oltro, tamen 
tautae mulCitudini, quod sit innocona, pei’suadere. 
Sed b 1 paulisper audieatiam publica mihl tribuerit 
bumanitaa, facile voa edocebo me discrimen capitis 
non reeo merito, sed ratiouMbilia indignationis eventu 
fortuito tantam cTiminis mridiam frustra sustinere. 

6 Nam cum a eena me aerius aUquanto reciperem 
potulentua alioqulD, quod plane venufi crimen meum 
non diffitebor, ante Jpaas fores boapitii (ad boDum 
autem Milonem civem veatrum devorto) video quoS' 
dam aaeviasimos latrcoes aditum temptantea et 
domua ianuas cardinibus obtortia evellere gestieotes 
clauatnaque omnibue, quae accuratiasune adixa 
fuerant; violenter evulsia secum Jam de inhabitan- 
tlum ezitio deUberantes. Unus deoique et maan 
prompUor et corpore vaaUor his aifatibua et ceteroa 
I06 
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the very act, aAd an accused stranger; therefore 
pronounce the judgemeut against this man being 
an alien, even as you would most severely and 
sharply revenge such an ofeoce found in a known 
citiscn.” 

In this sort the cruel accuser dniabed and ended 
his terrible tale : then the crier comraanded me tn 
speak if I had anything to say for myself, but I could 
in no wise utter any word at all for weeping; yet 
verily I esteemed not so much his rigorous accusa¬ 
tion, as Z did consider mine own miserable conscience. 
H owbeit (being inspired by divine audacity) at 
length 1 began to say: 

“ Verily 2 know that it is a bard thing for him that 
is accused to have slain three persons, to persuade 
you, being so many, that he is innocent, although be 
should declare the whole truth, and confess the 
matter how it was in deed; but If your Honours 
will vouchsafe to give me audience, I will shew you 
that if I be condemned to die, I have not deserved it 
by mine own desert, but that Z was moved by the 
fortune of reasonable anger to do that deed. For 
returning somewhat late from supper yesternight 

2 >eiog well tippled with wine, which 1 will not 
eoy) and approaching nigh unto my lodging, which 
was in the house of good Milo, a oitisen of uis dty, 
I fortuned to espy three great thieves atterapUng to 
break down his walls and gates, and to open the 
locks to enter in, by teariog away ail the doors from 
the poets and by dragging oot the bolts, which were 
most firmly fixed; and they consulted amongst 
themselves how they would cruelly handle such as 
they found in the bouse. And one of them being of 
more courage and of greater stature than the rest, 
spoke unto his fellows, urging theca on, and said: 
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bwiabat: pueri, quun raaribgs ADimU 

Tiiibiis alscribui dormieotes aggr^amur. Omnia 
cunctatio, ignavia omoia faceaaat t pectore; stricto 
mucrone per totara donxum eaedcs ambalet: qui 
aopitui UceUt, trnddetur; qui repognare tempta- 
varlt, feriatur. Sic aalvl recedemus, al salvuu) lu 
domo nemloem reliqueriiDiia.' Fateor, QuIrlleS) 
extreiiios latronea (bonl civia oflicium arbltratua, 
simul ei eximle metuena et boa|>ittbaa mela et mibi) 
giadiolo, qui me propter hulusroodi periouU comita' 
batur, arruatua fugare atque proterrore eoa aggreasus 
•urn: at U)i barbarl proraua et immanei hoioiuea 
i^ue fugain eapeatuiit et, cum me viderent in ferro, 
6 tamen aodaciter reaiatuiit Dirlgltur pi'Oeliarla aclea; 
Ipee denique dux at aignifer ceterorum validii me 
viribua aggriMua ilUco manibua ainl>abua cspJllo 
am)>tuni ae retro redeaum ei^lgere laplde geitlC; 
quern dum eibl ponigi flagitat, oerta manu porcuiium 
feliciter proateruo. Ac taox allum ]>edibui n;eU 
raordJcua inhaerentem per leapulaa ictu tem]>eralo, 
tertiumque Improvide oecarrentein pcctore offeneo 
peremo. Sic pace vindicate, doznoque hoipitum ac 
Baiute e^muni protecta, non tantuni ^ ixnpunem me, 
venim etiani laudabilem pobUce credebam tore, qui 
ne taniillo quideni umquam crimiae pestulatue, sed 

1 Kooh’aemndalloo for tba U88' am. 
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‘ Come, bo^B, take mea's hearts unto you, sod \et ns 
eater into every pert of the house, and attack them 
that slumber therein. No delay, no cowardice in 
your hearts; let murder with drawn sword go 
throughout the dwelling. Such as we find asleep 
let ua slay, and such likewise as resist let us kill, and 
so by that means we shall escape without danger if 
we leave none alive themn.' Verily, ye judges, 1 
coofess that I drew out my sword, wnicb I bore for 
this manner of danger, against those three abandoned 
robbers, willing to terrify and drive them away; for 
1 thought that it was the ofilce and duty of one that 
beareth good will to this common weal so to do, 
especially since they put me in great fear, both for 
myself and for mine host. But wbea those cruel and 
terrible men would in no case run away, nor fear my 
naked sword, but boldly resksted against me, X ran 
upon them and f>ugbt valiantly. One of them which 
was the captain and leader ox the rest invaded me 
strongly and drew roe by (he hair with both his 
hands, and would have beaten me with a great stone, 
but while he groped therefor, 1 proved the hardier 
man, and threw him down at my /eet and killed kioi. 
I took likewise the aeeond that clasped about my 
legs and bit me, and slew him also, thrusting him 
through the shoulder. And the third that came 
ninning carelessly upon me, after that I had struck 
bira full in the stomach, fell down dead. Thus when 
I had restored peace sad delivered myself^ the 
house, mine host, and all his family from this 
pr^ent danger, I thought that I should oot only 
escape unpunished, but also have some great reward 
of the city for my pains. Moreover I that have 
always been clear and unspotted of crime aod weH 
upon in mine own country, and Chat have 
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prob< spectAtui Apud meos, sempAr umoeAoti&m 
commodii cunetif «Dt«tiiIemn. Kec pouum 
rtppctirs cur iustae ulUonii, quA costn lAtronie 
deterrimoa comnotuft 9ura, nunc Mature rcntum sus* 
tincjun, cum nemo pouit monstrare vel propriae inter 
noi iDimicitiai praeceasiaae ac ne ommno mihl notes 
iHos Utrones usquam fuisee; vel certe alia praeda 
monjtretar, culua cupUline tantum flagltlum credatur 
admiuum/* 

7 Haec profatua rurtum laerirali obortU, porreetieque 
in preeei manibua, per publlcam mlMrlcorJiam, per 
pignorum carltatem raaeatus tunc hoe, tune lllos 
depreetbar. Cumque iam huraaniUte conunotoa, 
mlaericordla fletuum aiTectos omnes aatla credere 
•olU et lustlClae tesUtua oeulum eaauraque prae- 
aentem meum commeDdana deum providentiae, paulo 
altluB aapeetu relate coiupido prorsua totum populum 
(rlin caeKinnabiU diffluebant) nec leeua iUum bonum 
hoapitem parentemque meum Milonera risu maxiiuo 
diaaolutum. At tune ilc tadtua mecum Elt; fidea 
iaquam “En conedentia: ego quidem |>ro hoapltla 
lalute et homicida aum et reua capltle inducor, at ille 
non eontentus quod mlhi nec asalatendl eolaeluD 
perhlbuit, inauper ealMum meum cacblnnat.’' 

t Inter haec quaedam mulier per medium tbeatnuo 
lacrimoea et debiUa, atra veate contecta, parvulum 
quendam sinu tolenma decurrit, ac pone earn enua 
alia pannis horridia obaJu ptribusque maeaCa fletibua, 
ramos oleagioeoi utraeque quatientea, quae eircum- 
ilO 
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esteemed mine inoocenc^ all th« treasury of 

tbe world, e&n find no reuooable cau$t whj, having 
justly punished these evil robbers, I should now be 
accused and condemned to die; dace there U none 
that can affirm that there has been at ony time either 
grudge or hatred between us, or that we were aught 
but men mere strangers and of no acquaintance: and 
laat of all, no maq can prove that I committed that 
deed for any lucre or gain." 

When I bad ended my words in this sort, behold 1 
wept again piteously, and koldiog up my bands, Z 
prayed all the people by their common mercy and for 
the love of their poor Infanta aud children to shew 
me some pity ana favour. And when I believed 
their hearts somewhat relented and moved by my 
lamentable tears, I called upon the eyea of the sun 
and of Justice to witness that 1 was not ^ilty of the 
crime, and so to the divine providence 2 committed 
my present estate; but lifting up somewhat mine 
eyes agaio, I perceived that all the people laughed 
with exceediog laughter, and especially my good 
Mend and host Milo. Then thought I with my* 
self: ^'Alas! where Is faith, where is conscience P 
Behold for the safeguard of mine host and his family 
I am a slayer of men, and brought to the bar as a 
murderer. Yet is he not contented with coming 
not to comfort and help me, but likewise laugheth 
with all bis heart at my destruction." 

When this was a-doiog, out came a woman 
weeping into the middle of the theatre arrayed in 
mourning vesture, and bearing a child in her arms. 
And after her came an old woman in ragged robes 
crying aud bowling likewise : and these brought with 
them olive-boughs, and going about tbe bier whereon 
lay the three ^n bodies dl covered up, with loud 
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fus«e lectulujzi, quo peresiptorum cadovepa contoota 
^enot, plangore aublato so Jugabriter oiuluitoa, 
"Per pubHcam coiserleordUm, per conunune ius 
bumanltatls" aiunt '^MUeremloi iodigoe caesorucn 
iuvenum noeCneque vlduiUtl ac aolltuillnido vindlcU 
wladura date. Certe parvuU hulua in primie annla 
destituti forttmis auceurrite et de latronie hu<ut aaii- 
guJne legibu* veHtriB et disclplinae ptiblicoe Htate." 

Poit baec inngl stratus qui natu malor aaaurgit et 
ad populum tails: "Do scelere quidem, quod lerio 
vlndicaBdum e«t, neo Ipie qui oommldt potest dlffiterl, 
sed una tantum lubaeolva soHleltudo nobis reliotaeit, 
ut eeteros soelos tanti facinoria requiramus i neo onim 
verislmile eit bon\ioem solitorlum tree tam valid oe 
enecasse iuvenes. Prohioc tormentls verltas emends, 
nam et qui comltabatur eum puer clanculo profuglC, 
et res ad hoc deducts est, ut |)«r quaestJonem acelerls 
sul parlicipes indieet, ut tam dime fuctlonis funditua 
9 formido iMTcmatur." Nec mors, cum ritu Oreeclenai 
ignis at rota, turn oiune dugroruni genua inferuntur* 
Aogetur oppido, Lmmo dupllcatur mJhi maeatlUa 
qood letegro saltern moii non licuerit. Sed anus 
iUa, quae detibus concU turbaverat, "Prius"' ioquit 
"Optlml dvei, quam latronem istum miserorum 
pignorum meoruoi perempCoreis cruel affigatls, per* 
mittite corpora occatorum revelari, ut et fbrmae 
simul et aetatis coatemplatione magis magisque ad 
US 
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lamentatioo cried ont mlMrably in thi« masAer: 
right judges, wt praf you by the public pity •nA (be 
hiuDanity which is due to all, to have mercy upon 
these persons so foully slain, and succour our widow, 
hood and loss of our dear hosband unJ solace us with 
vengeance; and especially help ChU poor infant, who 
is now an orphan ajid deprived of all good fortune, 
and execute your justice by order and law upon the 
blood of this thief who is the occasion of all our 
sorrows." 

When they had spoken these words, the most 
ancient of the judges did ilsc and say to the people: 
“ Touching this murder which deserveth great punish* 
mentythis lualefootor blmself cannot deny it: bnt one 
duty further is left us, to enquire and try out 
whether he had no coadjutors to help bins in thU 
great crime. For it is not likely that one man alone 
could kill three such great and valiant persons: 
wherefore the truth must be tried out by the reek, 
for the slave that was with him fled secretly away, 
and so we must needs put him to the question, that 
we may leam what otoer companions be had, and 
root out the nest of these mischievous murderers.” 
And there was no long delay, for, according to the 
custom of Greece, the fire, the wheel, and many other 
toments were l^ouglit in; then straightway my 
sorrow increased or rather doubled, tn that I could 
not at least end my lifo with whole and unperisbed 
members. But by and by tbe old woman, wbo had 
troubled eU tbe court with her howling, implored ^ 
judges, saying: Before ye send to ^e gaUowe this 
thi^ that hath destroyed my wretched ^Idren, let 
bim uncover the bodies which he bath slain, that 
every man mey see their comely shape and youthful 
beauty and be the more enraged thereat, and that he 
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(UftUm .in^ignAtjoneaa &rreeti pm modo fiicinoris 
Meruitia.'’ 

* His dietU sppUudlCur« et tlUco ni« magistratus 
ipsum iubet corpora, quae lectulo fuerant poiita, mea 
manu detegere. Luctentem me ac diu renueoteni 
praeeederxs facioua waUunire nova oatenalone lictores 
luMu mMgjatrrttuum quam inatajitiasirue oonipellimc, 
manum denique ipsam a reglone lateria tundeotaa In 
eslUura auuni super Ipaa cadavers porrfgiuit. Eviciua 
Undem neceasiute luccumbo, et ingratia licet arrepto 
pallio retexl corpora. Dl bonii quae fades rei 
Quodmonatruml Quae fortunoruiti mearuin repentlna 
niutatiol Quamquam enUn lacn in peouUo Proser* 
pinae et Orel Emilia numeratua, aubito in contratUm 
facieia obstupefactui haeai nee poaaum novae 111! us 
itnaginis rationem idoneis verbis expedlre : nam 
eadavera ilia iugulatorum heminum orant trei utrea 
In^ati variiaque lectl tbramlnibui et, ut vespertinum 
proellun meuia recordabar, hii loeli hlantaa, qulbua 
latroues illoi vulneraverani. 

Tunc ilia quorundam aatu pauMsper cohibiCua rlsua 
Ubere iam exarslt In plebem: hi gaudU nimletate 
gtatulairl, Mli dolorein ventria manuum compreaiioTie 
sedare, et certe laetlila delibutl meque reapectantea 
cuflcti theatro faceaauDt At ego, ut prbnum iUam 
ladolani preiideram,fixu8 in lapidem steti gelidua,nihil 
aecua quara una de eetcria theatri atatuia vel coluni> 
nla: nec prios ab inferia emerai quam Milo hospea 
acceaait et iniecta oanu me renitentem lacnmiaque 
IH 
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jeaj receive condign and worthy ponUbineat, accord¬ 
ing the qualitf of the offence/^ 

Therewithal thej were debghted at her word% and 
the judge commanded me forthwith to discover the 
bodice of the slain that lay upon the bier, with my 
own hand i but when I relused a good apace, by 
reason 1 would not anew make toy deed ap^^eot to 
the eyes of all men, the sergeants charged me by 
eommandment of the judges, and thrust me forward 
to* do the same^ and meed my hand, to its own un¬ 
doing, from my side over the bier. 1 then (being 
enforced by necessity) though it were against my 
will, drew away the and uncovered their bodies { 
but, 0 good Lord, what a sbange sight did I seel 
What a monster! What sudden change of all ray 
sorrows I For I, who had seemed as t^ugh I were 
dreadyone of the house of Froserpina and of the 
family of death, could not sufficiently express the 
form of this new sight, sc far was I amaied and 
astonished thereat; for why? The bodies of the 
three slain men were no b^ies, but three blown 
bladders, mangled in* divers places, and they seemed 
to be'wonnd^ in those parts where I remembered I 
had wounded the thieves the night before. 

Then did that.laughter, which they had befne 
artfully concealed, break out exeeedln^y amoog the 
people. Some rejoiced marvellously with tberemem- 
brarice thereof, some held their stomachs that ached 
with joy, but every man delighted at this passing 
sport, gajing on me, and so departed out of the 
u^atre. But I, from .the time tlut 2 uncovered the 
b^es, stood still as one turned to stone^ud cold.M 
ide>. ..no *o^erwi8e than as the other statues and 
pmJA, there, nelthVr came 1 up from this hell of 
mine, until such time as Milo, mine host, came and 
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ninum promic&otibtu crebni singnltiAiteai clcmcTtfa 
violecti* Mcum attnidt tt ob&trvAtU vi«e soUtndi^ 
oibui per qoosclam snfnctus docmim suam perdulitj 
mftMtumqae me etqae etiam tanc trepidum variis 
a<^tiir aSlatibui } nee tamen indiguationeoi ioiuriee, 
quae iobaesemtaltins meo pe«tori, u\\& mode permuU 
eere qiuTit. 

11 Ecce illieo etaam ipu magistratus cum suis inalgQi* 
bus domum nostram ingresai tolibus me meuicia 
delenire gestlujitr " Seque tuae dignitatis vel etiam 
prosaplse tuerum tgnari sumus, Loci domjne; nam 
efe provinciam totam inclitae vestrae familiae&obilitaa 
eomplectitur* Ac ne istud quod vebementer luge* 
nescis contumeliae causa perpessus es; orenem 
itaque de tuo pectore praesentem tristitudinem 
taiUe, ek asgorem aolmi depeile, oam lusus iste 
qoem pubtice gratfssimo dee Bisoi per aonua 
reverticula sollemniter celebramus, semper oem* 
menti novltate Aereseit: iste dens et aneterem 
suuen propitius ubique comitabitar acEuater nee 
uaquazn patietur ut ex aoimo doleas, sed frontera 
toam lerena veoustate laetabit aasidae. At tiH 
ei^taa orenia pro Ista gratia honores egregiosobtuJit; 
nam et patroaum seripait et ut in aere etet imago 
tua decrevit/’ Ad baec dicta senuoaia vicem refer^r 
‘*Tibi quidem*’ ioquam Splecdidiseima et unica 
Tbesaaiiae dvftas, hononua talium parem graham 
memini. Veraiu statuas et imagined dlgnioribus mei* 

I f qoe maioribu reservare soadeo." Sic pudenter 
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Cook me by the h«n<I end with cm\ violence led me 
Awey weeping end sobbing, whether 1 would or ao; 
end so tbet 1 might not be seen, be brought me 
through meny blind wftys end lanes to bis house, 
where he went about to comfort me, that was sad 
and yet fearful, with gentle entreaty of talk; but he 
could in no wise mitigate my impatience of the 
injury which 1 conceivea within my mind. 

And behold, by and by the very magistrates and 
Judges, with their ensigns, entered into the bouse 
and endeavoured to pacify rae in this sort, saying: 
"0 Lucius, we are advertised of your dignity, and 
know the dignity of your anaent lineage, ^ the 
nobility of your do possess the greatest part of 
all this province. And think not that you have 
autfered the thing wherefore you weep to any 
reproach of youra or ignominy; put away then 
all sorrow out of your heart and banish this sngulsh 
of mind: for this day, which we celebrate once a 
year in honour of the god Laughter, is always 
renowned with some solemn novm praak, and the 
god doth eve^where graciously accompany with the 
inventor and ^oer thereof, and he will not suffer that 
you should be sorrowful, but he will diligently make 
glad your eounteo&nce with serene beauty. And 
verily all the city, for the grace that Is in you, hath 
rewarded you with great honours, and hath written 
you down their itatron: and, further, that your 
statue or image shall be set up in copper for a per* 
petual remembrance." To whom I answered: ^As 
such benefits aa 1 have received already of this 
famous city of Xbessaly, I yield and render moat 
entire thanks, but as touching the setting up of any 
statues or images, 1 would wish that they should 
be reserved for such aa are osore worthy and greater 
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AlloctJtus et piulisper bilAro vultu reDtd«n3, quan- 
tumque poteram laetiorem me t^efingeiis, eoioiter 
abeuiites magidtratus appello. 

£t ecce quidam intro curreoa famalua ‘'Rogat 
to ” ait “ Tua pareoa Byrrhaena et convivil, coi te 
aero deaponderaa^ iam appropinquantis admoDet/' 
Ad haec ego formidaoa et procul perhorrescena 
etiam ipsam domum eins; '*Quan vellea" inquam 
'* Parens, iimia tuia obsequium eommodare^ si per 
ddem liceret id fiacere: hospes enim meus Mi!o per 
hodiemi diei praeseutissimum numen adiuraos effecit, 
ni eius hodiernae cenae pignerarer, nec ipse diseedit 
nee me digredi palitur. Prohinc epnlare vadi* 
monium diffieranius." Haec adhne me loquente 
manu finuiter iaiecta Milo iuasis balnearibus asaequi 
proJucit ad lavatTrum pTOxiraum: at ego vitaos ocnlos 
omnium et quem ipse fabrlcaveram risum obviorum 
declinans laCeri eins adambulabam obteetus, oec qui 
laverim, qui terserim, qui domain rursum reverterim 
prae rubore memini, sic omnium oculis nutibus ac 
denique manibns deaotatos impos animi stupebam. 

13 Raptim denique paupertina Miloais oenula per* 
fonetns, causatusque capitis acrem dolorem^ quem 
mibl Ucrimaruni assidnitas incusserat^ ooncedo cubi* 
turn venia fecile tzibuta, et abiectus in lectulo meo 
quae gesta fuerant singula maestus recordabar, 
quoad tandem Fotis men, dominae suae cubita pro* 
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tb«ii I.** When I h«d spoken these words somewhat 
modestly with a more cheerful countenance, and 
shewed mfself more merry than 1 was before, the 
judg:es and magistrates departed, and 1 rererently 
took my leave of them and hade them farewell. 

And behold, by and by there came one running to 
me in haste, and said: Sir, your cousin Byrrhaena 
desireth you to take the pains, according to your 
promise yesternight, to come to supper; for it U 
ready/’ But Z, greatly fearing, and slirinkmg even 
afar at the very thought of her house, said uoto the 
mesaepger: "My friend, I pray you to tell my 
cousin, your mistress, that 1 would willingly be at 
her commandment, Imt for breaking my troth and 
credit. For mine host Milo enforce me to assure 
him, and compelled me by the feast of this present 
(lay, that 1 should pledge me to bis dinner and com* 

S y, and he goetb not forth nor ssifere^ me to 
art from him ; wherefore I pray you to exeuseme 
an^ to defer my promise until another time." And 
while I was speaking these words, Milo took roe by 
the hand and led me towards the next hath; hut hy 
the way I went crouching under biot to hide mysell 
from the sight of men, because 1 bad ministered such 
im occasion of laughter. And when I bad washed 
and wiped myself and returned home again, 1 never 
remembered any such thing, so greatly was I asbeuned 
at the nodding and pointing of every persco. 

Then 1 went to supper with Milo, where God wot 
we fared hut poorly: wherefore (feigning that my 
head did ache hy reason of my sobbing and weeping 
all the day) 1 de^red license to depart to my chamber, 
and so 1 went to bed, and there I began to call to 
miod all the sorrows and griefs that 1 was in the 
day before, ontil such time as my love Fotis (having 
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«urato, sui losge dialcoiJit adveiiJt; Don euJm laeta 
fade nee eennone dtcacolo; ee<l vultuosam intern 
rugie in^uigentilnie assevenbat. Ggsctanter ac 
tunide dengue seriDone prolate, Ego " in<iuit 
" Ipea eonAteor oltro, ego iibt huius molestiae 
ful/' et cum dlcto lorum quempiam sinu Siio depromit 
nibique ponigesB, ''Cape/’ Inquit "Oro te, et de 
perdda muliere vindictam, imrao vero licet maius 
qoodTit supplicium suiue. Nec tamen me putes, oro, 
$pcnte aagerem Istum tlb! coneinnaaee: di mihi 
melius, quam ut mei causa vel tantillum scrapulum 
patiare, ac si quid adversi tuum caput respiclt, id 
omne protinus meo luatur sanguine. Sed quod 
alteriua rei causa 18001*0 iussa sujd, mala quadam 
14 coea sorte in tuan reeidit iniuriam." Tunc ego 
famUiaria euriositatU adracnitus factiqae caasam 
delitescentem nudari gestiena siiseipio: “ Omnium 
quidein nequissimos audacissimusque lorua iste, 
quem tibi verberandae destuiasU, prius a me cod* 
cUus atque lacei’atus Interibit ipse quam iaam plu* 
meam Ucteamque coutingat cutem. Sed mihi cum 
Ade lucmora, quod tuum factum fati ^ scaemtas eon* 
seeuta In meujn convertit exitiuro. Adiuro enim 
tuuni mibl carissimuin caput, nulU me prorsus ac ne 
tibi quidem ipsi asseveraati posse credere, quod tu 
quieqnam in meam cogitaverts pernidem ( porro 
coeditatua tonoxios casus inoertus vel etiam adversus 
culpaencn potest addicere." Com Isto fine sermotUs 

* A f«n<riT« d«p«ii4ilogr Co iiMrB* elurlT fa> bare 

dmppsa cot oi tte text. Helm and van det Vliet ootb print 
but I bare preferred fiobde'a fati. as more Uke^ to 
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brought her mULre^ to r^in^ into tb« chimlMr 

Dot BS sbo wad wont to do, for she »eenied cotlung 
pletttQt seitber in covnUzMoce nor Ulk, bot with a 
aour face and ftowniog look, and began to speak 
slowly and fear fall; in this sort: “Veril; 1 coofass 
that { have been the oecsslon of all tb; trouble this 
da;,” and therewithal she palled out a whij) from 
under ber apros, and delivered it to me, sa;ing: 
“Bereoge thjself of me, mischievous harlot that 1 
am, or rather sla; me. Vet think not that I did 
willingly procure tbis aogulsb and sorrow unto you; 
I call the ffO<ls to witness. For I bad rather suffer 
mine own body to be punished than tliat you should 
receive or sustain any Iiarm by my means, but that 
which I was bidden to do was wrought for some 
other purpose, but behold the unlucky chance for¬ 
tuned on you by mine evil occasion.” Then I, very 
envious and desirous to know the secret caoie of the 
matter, answered: “Infaltb,” quoth I, ‘‘Thismost 
pestilent and evil-favoured whip (which thou hast 
brought to scourge thyself withal) shall first be 
broken in a tliousand pieces, than it should touch or 
hurt thy delicate and dainty skin ; but I pray you 
tell me CTuly what deed of yours has been turaed by 
the perversity of fortune to my trouble and sorrow. 
For 1 dare swear by the love that 1 bear unto you 
that 1 will not be Mrsuaded (though you yourself 
endeavour the sam^ that ever you went about to 
trooble or harm me : and moreover no chance, though 
it be uncertain cr even unlucky, can make a crime 
of harmless and iunoceut intentions.” When I bad 
spoken these words, I perceived that Fotis^s eyes 

disappear b; bsplosrtpby, oirlst (o its Nsembisnos (o tb« 
piemluf nord. 
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oculoa Fotidia meae tidoa ftc tremoJoa et prona 
libldine marcidM iam iainque seimadopartiiloa 
adoixis et aorbiBantiboa savlls sittent«r haurle- 
Uao. 

15 Sj« ilia laetitda reoreau '* Patere" wquit ^Oro, 
prins tons cubicult diU^Dt^r occludam, ne sermoius 
elapfii profana petulantia coromittam grande ilagi- 
tiura"; et cum dietn peasulla inieeCia et uncme 
firtnlter immisao, ale ad me reveraa celloque mee 
manlbua ambabua iwplexa voce teoui et admodum 
dlmuiuta," Paveo inquit" £t formido aolide domua 
buius eperta detegere et arcana doniinae meae reve- 
lare aecreU: ted meUus de te dcctrinaque tua prae- 
sumo, qul praeter generesam natalium dignitatem, 
praeter aubbme ingenium, sacrii plaribus initiatua 
piiofecto nosti sanetam ailentii iidem. Quaeeumqae 
itaque ccmmiterc huius reUgloai pectorla toi pene^ 
tralibus, semper haec intra ecosaeptum clausa CUS' 
todies oro, et simplicitatem relatlOQis meae tenaci- 
tate taciturcitatis tuae remunerare. Nem toe, quae 
sola mortalium nevi, jmer is, quo tlbi tenecr, in- 
dieare compelUti iam seies ciuoem dooiue nosbae 
statuix),1am8ciea heiae meae miranda seereta» quibjs 
obaudiunt manes, turlMotursidera, coguntur namina, 
serviunt elementa. 

" Nec unquam teegla artis huius viclentia nititur, 
quam oum stitulae formulae iuvenem quempUm 
libenter aspexit, quod quidem ei solet orebriter eve- 

Id nire. Nunc etiem adolescentem queodan Boeotium 
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were wet 4&d trembliof and dull with de^re, and 
aow h&lf closed, so that 2 embraced and kiased her 
aweetlj, and greed il7 draok therefram. 

Now when she was somewhat restored unto ioy 
she desired me that she might shut the chamMr 
door, lest hj the intemperance of her tongue in 
uttering anj unfitting words there might grow further 
iaconvenieoee. Wherewithal she barred and propped 
the door and came to me again, and embracing me 
lovingly about the neck with both her arms, spoke 
with a whispering soft voice and said i "I do greatly 
fear to discover the privitiee of this house, and to 
utter the secret mysteries of my dame, but I have 
such a confidence in yon and In your wisdom, by 
reason that you are come of so noble a line and 
endued with so profound sapience, and further in* 
structed in so many holy and divine things that you 
will faithfully keep silence, and that wliatsoever 1 
shall reveal or declare unto you, you would close 
them within the bottom of your heart, and never 
discover the same, but rather repay the simple tale 
that 1 shall tell you by keeping it utterly hidden 
and dark; for 1 ensure you the love that 1 bear you 
enforcetb me, that alone of mortals know aught 
thereof, to otter it. Now shall yon know all the 
estate of our house, now shall you know the hidden 
secrets of my mistreas, unto which the powers of hell 
do obey, and by which the celestial planets are 
troubled, the gc^s made weak, and the elements 
subdued. 

“ Neither is the violence of her art In more 
strength and force than when she espietb some 
comely young man that pleaseth her fancy, as often* 
timesliappeneth. For now sbe lovetb to distraction 
one young Boeotian, a fair and beautifol person, on 
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aumme daeorus effllctim deperit t«t4squeartlt mannsj 
nucbuua omoes ardenter exerceC: audivl vespen, 
meU hia, inqaaiD, aoribaa audivt, quod Boa eelarius 
dol caelo ruissM ooctiqua ad exercendaa illecabns 
maglae raaturiua ceaalsaet, ipsi soli nabilam caliginem 
et parpetuaa Ceaabm oomminantam. Hunc iura- 
nem, cum a balfieifi redirat ipsa, tonstrlnae reaidan- 
tam hesteroa die forte oonapaut, ac me capilloa eias, 
qui jam caeda cultrorum daaecti htimi iacabaat, 
alanoiUo ptaecapit ^ aiifarre: quoa me sedulo furtim* 
qua colUgentem Consor invaDit, at quod alioquis 
publicitua maledoaa diaoipUaaa perinfames sumus, 
arreptara InclemaQiar iocrepat: ' Tuna, nUicna, mm 
aubinde lectoram iuvanum capillamertta surri* 
pare ? Quod scaloa nisi taodem desinea, mag^stra- 
tibus ta constantar oblciam/ £t verbum facto Mcutus 
iinmisu raaou icrutatos a medlfs papillis mala iam 
capillos absconditos iratus abripuit; quo gasto gravj. 
ter affscta macuinqae raputans domluae raeae mores, 
quod huiusmodi repuUa satis aoritar commoveri me- 
que verbarara saavissiraa consuavit, iam de fuga con¬ 
silium tenabara, sad istud quidem tut contamplatione 
17 abieci statim. Vertun cum tristis inde discaderam, 
conspicio quendam fbriiculis attondentam caprinos 
utras; quos cum probe constrictos inilatosqaa et lam 
pendentas aemeren), ne prorsus vacuis loanibus ra- 
direm,* capillos eonim humi iacentes, Haros ac per boc 

^ Thasasndstioo of ddopplu* for lh« MSS * prQ«oipi*rrUfirr€. 

9 Thoa flro vorda ooeu (a tbo US3 sAar duMOrmn at tbs 
bofiuQtos of Um ohi^itcr. Tbelr traeaposiUon bare (sof^taid 
by vao der Tli«i) oMins Qeeamry. 
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whom 9h« emplojeth aU her eorcAry asi^ cachsot* 
tatnt > and I hwd h«r threaten with own eaie 
yeetemifht, that because the sun had not then 
presently fone down and the ni^ht cone to minister 
eofivenieot tine to werh her na^ical enticement, she 
wooldveiJ the same sun with a tbich shadow of cloud 
and bring perpetual darkne&s over all the world. 
And you &h^ know that when she saw yeeteroight 
this Boeotian sitting at tbe barber’s, wbeo she 
f^om tbe baths, she secretly coounanded zne to 
gather some of the hair of his bead wbleb lay dis> 
persed upon the ground, and to bring it home; 
which when I thought to have done, gathering it up 
secretly with care, the barber espied me, ai^ by 
reason it was bruited throughout all tbe dCy that 
we were witches and encbatitresees, he leiaei upon 
me and cried out, and chid me, saying: 'Will you 
never leave of stealing of handsome young men's 
hairs ^ In faith I assure yon, unless you cease your 
wicked sorceries, I will complain to tbe justices.’ 
Wherewithal be came angrily towards me and took 
away the hair which 1 bad gathered out of mine 
apron, which grieved me very much. For 1 knew 
my mistress’s manners, that slie would not be coO' 
tented, but beat me cruelly. Wherefore I intended 
to run away, but the remembrance of you put 
always that thought out of my mind, and so I 
eame homeward very eorrowful; but because 1 
would not seem to come in my mistress's sight 
with empty hands, I saw a man shearinff of 
blown goabskins. ^ow these were well tied up 
and blown out, and were hanging up, and the hair 
he had shorn off was yellow, and much resembled 
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ilU Boeotio inveni consimileB^pIuseulM atiferd eosqoe 
dofflinae meae diasimulatA veritkte trado. 

"Sic^ iTMtts loitio, priuaquam cena ta racfpara, 
PamphUa mea lam vecon aoimi tectam scandulare 
cofiae«Bdie, quod alCrinaecus aedium patara perflabiJi 
cudatiun ad omnas, oriaotalea cataroaque^ aapactus 
pervium, maxirae hij artibua sofa comoiodaCum^ 
aecreto aolit, priaaqaa apparatu sollto instrult 
fanlam officioam, omna ^esua arooatia, et ignora* 
bilttar laminie litteraba et infelicium avidnl dofan- 
tibua damoia, d^etcvom sepultonits edam cadaTerum 
expostUs multis adrnodum marabria i hio cares pt 
dlgiUj iUic carcosi dari pendactiumj alibi truddat* 
of dal servatus cruor et eztorta. dentibus ferarum 
18 tnmca calvaria. Tunc, decantatia apirantibus* 
fibris; liUt'varlo laUce, auoe rore foctaiio, nunc lacte 
vaecino, liunc melle montano, libat et mulsa. Sic 
illos-eapillo* in mutuoa nexus obditos atque nodatos 
com multis odoribua dat vivis carbonibcs adolendoa: 
tone* • protinna iaexpugnablli naagicae disciplioae 
potestate et caeca cuminum coactoram violentia Ula 
corpora, quorum fumabant stridentea eapilli, spiritum 
au(uaniur bumanum et sentiunt et andiunt et am. 
buLmt, et qua nidor suarum ducebat exuviamm 
veoiant et pro illo inyece Boeotio aditnm geetiectes 
forea insillunt; cum ecce crapula madena et lmpro> 
vidae nbetie dec<pto» callgino/ audacter mnerana 
de^ctbiiiiins^ oodum Aiacia armatus, non ut ille 
vieis pecoribuB icfeatnB tota laniavit anaenta, sed 
loage fortius, qultreiindatoacaprioos utres exaoimasti, 
li6 
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the heir of the Beeotiftn: «n<] 1 took e good de»i 
thereof, and dissembling the truth 1 brought it to 
my mistresc. 

“ Aud so when night came, before youi return from 
•upper, Pempbile mj mistress, being now out of her 
wits, went up to a high gahery of ner house^ blows 
upon bj sU tbe winds ot heaven, opening to the east 
and all other parts of tbe world; well prepared for 
tbsso her prsctioes, she gathered together all ber 
aooustomea substance for fuoiigationa, she brought 
forth plates of sietsl carved with strange characters, 
abe prepared tbe bones of birds of ill>OQien, she made 
ready the members of dead men brought front their 
tombs. Here she set out their nostrils and hngers, 
there the nails with lumps of desh of such as were 
hanged, tbe blood which sbe had reserved of such as 
were slain, and skulls soatched away Awu the jaws 
and teeth of wild beasts. Then she said certain 
charms over entrails still warm and breathing, aud 
dipped them in divers waters, as in well water, cow 
milk, mountain honey and mead; which when she 
had done she tied and lapped up the hair together, 
and with many perfumes and smells threw it Into a 
hot fire to burn. Then by the stroog force of this 
sorcery, and the invisible violence of the gods so 
comp^ed, those bodies, whose hair was burning in 
the hre, received human breath, and felt, heard, and 
walked, aud, smelling the scent of their own hair, 
came and rapped at our doors insteod of the Boeotian. 
Then came you being well tippled, aud deceived by 
the obscurity of tbe night, and drew out your swtwd 
courageously, like furious Ajsa, and kill.eij, not as he 
did whole herds of living beasU, but thm blown 
skins,* a deed more brave than his, to the intent that 
I, after the slaughter of so many enemies without 
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ut te prostratis hostibus aine macula sanguiois 
nos hoxDicldam nunc 6e«l utrlcidam amplecterer." 

Id £c ac lepido sermosc Fotia, at invJccm cavDlatua 
ego “Igitur iam ct ipae poaaum" inquam “Mihi 
priiDMin istam virtutis ado ream ad exemplumduodeni 
laboris Herculei numerare, vel trigemino eorporj 
Geiyonia rel triplici formae Cerberi, totidem peremp> 
loa litres coaeqnando. Sed ut ex animo ttbi volena 
omne delictum, quo me taotia angoribua unplicasti, 
remittam, praesta quod aummia votis expostulo et 
dominun tuam, cum alJquId hulus diviaae disci* 
pliuM molitur, ostende, cum deoa lovocat, certe cum 
refbmatur, ut videam: sum namque coram magiae 
uoscendae ardenbssimus capitor, quaraquam mlhi nee 
ipsa tu videare rerum rudis vel expers. Scio istad 
et plane seatio, cum semper aUoquin spretorem 
matronalium amplesuum, aic tuis lst1$ mlcantibus 
oculis et rubentlbus bucculis et renidentabua crinibue 
et hiatitibus oscubs et fragrantibus papUlis m ser« 
vilem moduiu addictiuu atque maneipaturu teneas 
rojeatem: lam denique aec Larem require nec 
dorauitionem paro et oocte ista oihil antepono/' 

SO ^ Quam vellem ” respondit iJIa, ^ Praeatare tibi, 
Loci, quod cupis, sed propter inyidos morea is soUtu- 
dioem aemper abstrasa et omnium praeseatia viduaU 
solet huiusmodi secrete perficere. Sed tuum pasta* 
latum praeponam pericuio meo idque obscrvatis 
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effusion of blood, aright euhr&co and kiss not an 
homicide, but an utricide.” 

Thus ^easantly Fotis, but I aguu mocked and 
taunted her, saying: '* Verity now may I for this first 
achieved enter])ri8e be numl^red with Hercules, who 
by hb valiant prowess performed the twelve notable 
labours, as Geryon with three bodies, and aaCerberus 
with three heads: for I have slain three blown goat* 
skina But to the end I may pardon thee with all 
heart of chat which thou hast committed, bringing 
upon me so much grief and pain, perform the thing 
which I shall most earaesily desire of thee, that is, 
bring me that I may see and behold when thy 
mistress goes about any sorcery or enchantment, 
and when she prays unto her gMs, but most of all 
when she changes her form, for I am very desiions of 
knowing naore closely that art of magic, and as It 
seems unto me, thou thyself hast some experienae 
in the same. For this I know and plainly feel, thirt 
(whereas I have always irked and loethu the em* 
bracings and love even of noble matrons) I am so 
stricken and subdued with thy shining eyes, ruddy 
cheeks, glittering hair, close kisses, and sweet-smell* 
ing breasts, that thou boldest me l»und and tied to 
thee like a slave with my own goodwill, and 1 neither 
have mind to go borne, nor to depart hence, bvt 
esteem the pleasure 1 shall have with tbee thb nlgltt 
above all tlie joys of the world." " Then," quoth she, 
"O my Lu<rin9, how willing would 1 he to fulfil year 
desire, but besides that she is of a grudging aad 
surly disposition, she gets herself into solitary places 
and out of the presence of every person when she 
mindeth to make her enchantments; howbeit 1 re* 
gard more to gratify your request than 1 do eatoem 
the danger of my life: aud 1 will look for oppor* 

I tfp 
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opportonis teo^perihus sedulo perlic{ajQ,niodo,ut Lottio 
pracffttli 9ura, rei tuitae ildem aileutlumque Mbue.” 
Sic nobis gnrrieotibus libido matun et nnimos siroul 
et membra suscitnt: omnibus abiectis aTniculis ac 
Undcm^ deniquc intcctl atque oudatl baccbamur Id 
V enerem, cum quidem mibi iam fstigato de propria 
libcralitate Fotis puerile obtulit corollarium, iamque 
InmiDibus nostris vjgilia marcidis iafusus sopor etUm 
in aiiom diem nosatCinuit \ 

Ad bone modum triuisactas Toluptarie psucis 
noctibus, qoadam die perciU Potis ac satis trepida 
me accurrit indicatqne domiDsm suam, quod nihil 
etiam tunc in soos amores ceteris artibus prorooveretj 
nocte proxima in arem sese plmuaturam atque ad 
auuRi copitum sic devolaturara; proia memet ad rei 
taiitae apeculam caute praeparareru. Iamque circa 
primamnoctis vigiliam ad illud superius cubiculum 
fiuspeoso et insoou vestigio me perducit ipsa, perque 
rlraam ostiorum quampUm iubel arbitnri qoae sic 

S s(a sunt. lana primom omnibus laciniia se devestit 
mpbile et arcula quadam recluse pysldes plusculas 
lode depromit, de quia uoius operculo remoto atque 
inclidem egesta unguedine diuque p&lmubs suis 
aflricta ab imis unguiUus sese toUoi aduaque 
summos cajiUlus perlioit, multumque cum lucerna 
secreto collocnta membra tremulo succussu quatit: 
quis ieniter ductuantibus pronucant mollesplumulae, 
creseunt et fortes pinnulae, duratur naaus incurvus, 
coguntur ungues adunci, fit bubo Pamphile. Sic 
edilo stridcre qoerulo, iam stii perioUtabunda pau* 

* Tlia USS bars wj)l«h was oatarafly read 

tbs old adltcn, Ae randm U Helm’s eaeodallon. which 
rss muoh better aeo s a Aaa rs au^ iadeed, Is abnosi the opposite 
cl what is required. 
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tunlC^Aod time forthtt winch joq desire, but alwA)'s 
upon this condition, that, as I bade you before, you 
secretly keep dose such things as are done." Thns 
as we reasoned together the courage of Venus assailed 
as well our desires as our members; and so she ud> 
rayed herself and came to me, and we spent tlie 
night in pastime and daUlance, and Fobs ^ving 
me all that she might and more, at last drowsy 
and unlnsty sleep came upon our eyes and we 
were constrained to 1U still until it was now high 
day. 

Now when we had thus delightfally passed a few 
nights on this wise, oo a day Fotis came running to 
me in great trembling and said that her mistress, for 
that she could not ony the more gain towards that she 
loved, intended, the night following, to transform 
herself into a bird, and to fly to him she desired; 
wherefore she willed me privily to pre))are myself to 
see the same. And about the flrst watch of the 
night she led me, walking a-tlptoe and very softly, 
into that high chamber, and bade me look through 
the chink of a door. Where first I saw how Pampblle 
put off all her garments, and took out of a certain coffer 
sundry kind ofboxes, of the which she opened one and 
tempered the ointment therein with her fingers, and 
then rubbed her body therewith from the sole of the 
foot to tlie crown of tlie head: and when she bad 
spoken much privily with the lamp, she shaked all 
^e parts of her body, and as they gently moved 
behold 1 perceived a plume of feathers did burgeon 
out upon them, strong wings did grow, her nose 
was more crooked and hard, her nails turned into 
claws, and so FamphiJe became an owl : then she 
cried and screeched like a bird of that Idud, and 
willing to prove her force, cuoved herself 6'om the 

ISI 
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IfttoD rcialt&t, mox in Altum sublitnats forin* 

Mens totis alia evolat. 

S9 £t Ilia quidazn magicia tuis artlbus voleoa 
foruator, at ego, quUo decantatua carmine, praeaentis 
taotum faoti stupore delixus quidvis aliud magis 
videbar ease quam Lacius, sic exterminaios animi, 
attonitus to ameutUm vlgiUns somniabar; delrictis 
adeo dio pupulU an vlgilarem scire quaerebam. 
Taadem deniqoe reversua ad sensum praesenUum, 
arrepta mauu FoUdia et admota meis lumioibus, 
" Patere, oro te/’ inquam Dum dicUt ocoasio, magno 
et smgulati me affecUonla tuae ^eta perfru! et 
impertire nobis unetulum indidem, per istaa tuaa 
papillaa, mea mellitjla, tuumque znancipium irre- 
munerabili beneHoio sic tlbi perpetno pignera, ac iam 
perfice ut meae Veneri Cupido pinnatus assistam 
tlbl.’' "Ain?” inquit '^Vulpinaris amasio, rneqne 
sponte asceau) eruribua meia illidere compellis^ Sio 
inerroem vix a lupulis conserve Thessalian huno 
aliten factiuu tibt quaeram, videbo qixando '‘At 
mibi scelos latud depellant eaelites/’ inquam "Ut 
ego quanivis ipsiua aquilae sablimls volatibus toto 
caelo perrtus et supremi lovia certus nuiitius vel 
laetus armiger, tameo non ad meum oidalum post 
illam pinnarum dignitatem subinde devolem t Adiuro 
per dulcem istjm capilli tui nodulum, quo meum 
vinxisti spiritum, me nullam aJlam tneae Fotidi malle. 
Tunc etlam istud meia cogitabonibus occurrit, cum 
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pvimd b 7 little and little, till at laat she leaped up 
and Aew quite awaj. 

Thus b; ber sorcery sbe transformed her body 
into what shape she would, which when I saw I was 
greatly astOQtshed, aod althoogli I was enehanted 
by no kind of charm, yei I thought 1 seemed not to 
have the likeness of Lucius, for so was 1 vanished 
from my senses, amaaed in madness, that I dreamed 
waking, and felt mine eyes to know whether I were 
asleep or no. But when I was come ageiu to myself, 
I took Foils by the hand, and moved it to mine 
eyes, and said: “ 1 pray thee, while occa^on doth 
serve, that I may have the A^ltion of the fruits of 
thy love towards me, and grant me some of this oinU 
ment. O Fotls, my honey, I pray thee by thy sweet 
breasts, and I will ever hereafter be bound unto you 
by a mighty gift and obedient to your commandment, 
if you will but make tliat I may be turned Into a 
bud, and stand, like Cupid with his winn, beside 
you my Venus.*' Then said Fotis: " Will you go 
about to deceive me now, my love, like a fox, and 
enforce me to work mine own sorrow Do I hardly 
now save you, that are without defence, from these 
she<wolves of Thessaly, and then If you be a bird 
where shall X seek you ? Aod when shall I see you ?’’ 
I'hen answered I: ''God forbid that I should coenmit 
such a crime, for though I could dy into the air as 
an eagle, or though I were the sure messenger or 
joyful armour-bearer of Jimiter, yet would 2 Ixavc 
recourse to nest with thee forall that glory of wings: 
and I swear by the knot of thy amiable hair, that 
wherewith yon have fast bound my spirit, 1 love oot 
any other person rather tlian Fotis. Moreover, this 
cometh to my mind, that if by virtue of the ointment 
* Lit, “ to apply Uie aze to my owo less." 
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Stipe) ftvtiu t&leoi peruucCus induero, domus omoes 
procul me vitere debere: quam pulchro enim qoam* 
que festivo matronae perfruentur amatore buboiie ( 
Quid, quod iatas nocturnes avea, cum penetraveriot 
Larem qnempiam, solUeite proheosas rohbus vjdemus 
affigi ut, quod infsustU volatibuQ funOiae minantur 
exiOuiP, 9Uis luant cruciatibtu } Sed, quod scLseitan 
paoDe pmeterivi, quo dioto f&ctove rursum esutia 
^cmulis illia ad redibo Lucium f” ** Bono 

aiUcoo as quod ad liuiua rei curam pertuiet*' ait. 
" Nam mihi domina singula monstravit, quae poasunt 
runua in facies bominum tales figuras refonnare: nec 
iatud factum putea ulls bcnlTolentia, sed ut ei re- 
deunti mrdela aalubri posaom aubsistere. Specta 
deaique quam parvis quamque futiUbus tanta res pro- 
curetur herbulis: anetbi modicum cum lauri &Uis im- 
miggnm rofC fontaoo datur lavacruia et poculum.*' 

S4 Haec identidtin asseverana siimma cum treplds- 
tione irrcpit cubiouJun et pyxidem deprcmit arcula; 
quBjn ego ampJexua ac deosculatus prius, utque mihl 
prosperis faveret volatibus deprecatus, ablcctis pro- 
pere laciniis toUs, avide manus ixomersi et haurito 
plusculo uncto corporis mei membra perfricui. laro- 
qne altemis conaUbus libratU brachiis in avem aJ- 
milem gestiebaoit nec ullae plumulae nee usquam 
pionulae, sed plane pili mei crasssntur in saetas, sed 
cutis tenella doratur in corium et in esdmis palmubs 
134 



THE GOLDEN ASS, BOOK III 
I 9h»H become & biid; 1 ivill t&ke heed thet 1 ceroe 
nigh no men's house: for how prettily and wittily 
would these melrons hwdU their lovers If they were 
Owls: for when they ily into any place by night and 
ajre taken, they are nailed apon posts, and so they 
are worthily rewarded with toment because it is 
thought that they bring evil fortune to tbe bouse by 
their ill-omened Night. But J pray you (which J bad 
almost forgotten) tell me by what means, wheo lam 
an owl, 1 shall return to my pristine shape and 
become Lucius again ? ” Fear not for that," quoth 

she," For my mistress hath Uugh c me ch e way to bring 
all to pass, and to turn ogaiu the figures of such os are 
transformed into the shapes of men. Neither Chink you 
she did it for any goodwill or favour to me, but to the 
end I might help her and minister this remedy to her 
when she returneth home. Consider, I pray you. with 
youmelf, with what frivolous trifles and herbs so mar* 
vellous a thing is wrought, fsr I give her nothing 
else, save a little dill and laurel-leaves in well- 
water, tbe which she drinketb, and washeth herself 
withal.” 

Which when she had often spoken she went all 
trembling into tbe chamber, and took a bos out of 
the coffer, which I first kissed and embraced, and 
prayed that I might have good success in my pur¬ 
pose to fly. And then 1 put off all my garments 
and greedily thrust my hand into tbe box and took 
out a good deal of ointment, and after that 1 had 
well rubbed every part and rnember of my body, 1 
hovered with mine arms, and moved myself, looking 
still when I should be di&nged into a bird as Paui* 
phile was i and behold neither feathers did burgeon 
out nor appearance of wings, but verily my hair did 
turn into ruggedness and my tender skin wore tough 
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noinero toti digit! ooguntur in singolAS lui' 
goiu et d« spinae meae tcrmino grand is eauda pr^ 
cedit: jam facies cnormis et os proExom et nares 
biantes et Ubiae peDdolae, sic et aures immodida 
horripilant auetibus; ceo ulliun miserae refbnna- 
tionis video solaciura oisi quod mihi iara oequeuoti 

25 teoere Fotidem natura crescebat. Ac duin sslutis 
inopia ouncCa corporis mei considero, non avem me 
sed asiniun videO; querens de facto FotidlS; sed iam 
bufoano gestu sunul et voce privatue, quod solum 
poteram, postrema deiccta labia humidis tameo oculis 
obliquura respiciens ad illam tacltos espostulabam. 
Quae ubi primuoi me talem aspexit; percusait £aciem 
luam manibuB iafestis, et “ Occiat sum misera cls' 
mavit: ‘*Me trepidatio slmul et festlnatlo fe fell it et 
pyxidiuD umilitudo deeepit. Sed bene^ quod facUior 
reformationis buius medela suppeditat ; nam rosis 
tantuiD deroorsitatis exibls asiaum statimque in 
meam Lucium postlimhuo I’edibis. Atque utinajn 
vesper! de more Dobis i^assera corollas aliquas, oe 
morara talem patereris vel noctis unius; sed pimo 
diluculo remedium festinabitur tibi.” 

S6 Sic ilia maerebat, ego veto quamquam perfectus 
asinus et pro Lucio iuroentum eensum tamen retine- 
bam bmnasum. Diu detiiqae ac multum mccum 
ipse deliberavi a& nequisaimairt faclRerosissimmDque 
feiniiiam illam spis&is calelbus feriena et mordicus 
tS6 
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and hard; my liners and toea leaTiug oumbv 
of live grev together into hoovea, and from the end 
of ray back grew a great tail, and now my iaee 
became monstrous and my mouth long aod my 
nostrils wide, my lips banging down, and mine ears 
exceedingly increased wit); bristles; neither could 
1 see any comfort of cny transformation, save that 
the nature of my members was increasing likewise 
to the great discomSture of Fotis, and so wi&< 
out ail help (viewing every part of my poor 
body) 1 perceived that I was no bird, but a plain 
asa. Then I thought to blame Fotis, but l^ng 
deprived as well of ianguage as human gesture, 
1 did all that 1 could, and looked upon her with 
lianglng lips and watery eyes, as though to re¬ 
proach her; but she (as soon as she espied me in 
such sort) smote her face angrily with her hands and 
cried out: ” Alas, poor wretch that 1 am, 1 am 
utterly cast away. The fear that I was in and my 
haste hath beguiled me, but especially the mistaking 
of the box ha^ deceived me. But it inatten not so 
much, since sooner a medicine may be gotten for 
this than for any other thing: for if tbou couldst 
get roses and eat them, thou shoulcist be delivered 
from the shape of an ass, and become my Lucius 
again. And would to God I had gathered some 
garlands this evening past according to my custom; 
then shouldst thou not have continued an ass one 
night’s space : but in the morning I will seek tbce 
this remedy.” 

Thus Fotis lamented in pitiful sort, but 1 that was 
DOW a perfect ass, and for Lucius a brute beast, did 
yet re^in the sense and understanding of a man. 
And 1 did devise a good spaoe with myself, whether 
it were best for me to kill this miscbievous and 
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app«teBS necare deberera: sed ab iocepto tezoerano 
melioj* mo sententia ro70«avft, q« morto maJtata 
Potide aalularea mibi luppetiae nuous oxtlnguarem. 
Daiecto itaque et quaasanti capita ae dcmusaata tem^ 
porali contumelia durisairao casui raeo sarvienj ad 
equom Ulam vectorem meiim probissimum in stabu* 
lum ooncedoj abi alijm etUm Miloois quondaro hca- 
pitie mat astoum atabulaatem mveat; atqua ag:o rebar, 
ai quod inaaaat mutia auimalibug tadtum ac naturale 
sacramentum, agnitione ac mSseraticne quadam is- 
ductum equum Ulum mecmi bospitium ac loca lautia 
mibi praebiturum: sed pro lupitar hospitalit at 
Fidei aacrata n nmirtn I Praeclanta ille vector meus 
cum asldo capita conftniot Id meamque pernicieiD 
illico copgentiuat et, verentes aciliceC ciburiJs suia, 
Tix me pracaapio vidara proximantem j deiectia auri* 
bus iam furcutaa inlestia calcibtis tnsaquuntur, at 
abigor quam procnl ab hordao quod appoaueram 
vaapari meis oiaubug Uli gratissinio famulo. 

27 Sic adectus atqua io solitudinem relagatos aogulo 
stabuli coQcessaram, dumqua de insolectia collagarum 
meorum mecum eoglto atqua in alteram diem auxiUo 
rosario Luciua danuo fuCuiuj aqui perfidi vlodictam 
reeditor, mpiclo pilaa madiae, quae stabuli trabea 
auetlnebat, in ipso fara maditulllo Epooaa deaa simu¬ 
lacrum resideng aedieulae, quod accurate corollis 
roseis equidem recentibug fuerat orsatum. Danique 
IdS 
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wicked harlot bj tearing her with mj mouth and 
kicking her with mj beela. But a better thought 
1 ‘educed me from so rash a rtarnose, for I feared lest 
by the death of Fotis I should be deprived of all 
remedy and help. Then drooping and shaldng ray 
head; and dissimularing my ire for the nonce, and 
bending to myadveraity, 1 went into the stable to my 
own go^ horse that once carried me, where 1 found 
another ass of Milovs sometime mine host, and I did 
verily think that my own horse (if there were any 
natural eonseieuoe or faithfulness in brute beasts) 
would know me and take pity upon me, and proffer 
me a good loddng for that night. But fie upon 
Jupiter that is tne god of hospit^ty and the secret 
divinity of Faith i For see, my good horse and the 
use as it were consented together to work ray harm lest 
1 should eat up their provender, and scarce did they 
see roe come nigh the manger, but they put down 
their ears and kicked me with their heels from their 
meat, which I myself had given that grateful servant 
of mine, the horse, the night before. 

Then I, being thus handled by them and driveo 
away, got me into a comer o/ the stable, where 
(while fremembered the uncourtesy of my colleagues, 
and how on the morrow I should return to Lucius by 
the help of a rose, and then revenge myself on my 
own horse) 1 fortuned to espy, on the midmost pillar 
stutaining the rafters of the stable, the image of the 
goddess EpoRa,^in the midst thereof in asmul shrine 
which was prettily garnished and decked round about 
with fair fresh roses; then in hope of a present reuaedy 
1 leaped up with my fore feet as high as I could, and 
stretching out my neck and lenguening my Ups, I 
coveted exceedingly to snatch some roses. But in sn 
* Tb« palrea goddess of borias and etablse. 
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agnito B&lutari prse^idiO; pronus qa&ntum tx- 
tensis prioribus pedibus Aontti pot^Att, insurgo vAlide 
et e«mce prolixA Dimiumgue porrectis UbiU, quanto 
maxime ni^o poterera corollas appetebam. Quod me 
peasima scQlcet eorte conantera serralus meusr cui 
semper equi cura ucmdaU fHerat, repente conapicieos, 
iodignatuA exsurgit, etQiiousque tandem*’ inquit, 
"Cantberlum paUemur istum paulo ante clb^U 
iumeatorum, nuacetiam simulacris deorum infestuni ? 
Quin ism ego is turn sacrilegum debilem cJaudumque 
reddaiD,” et atatim telum allquod quaeritans temere 
fascem lignorum posituio offendit, rimatusque frou* 
dosam fustem cuuctU vastiorem non prioa mlaennzi 
me tuudere desiit, quam sonitn vebementl et largo 
sb^pUu percuseuianim, b^pido etiam rocaore vlciniae 
e^QlAmatis latrouibas profugit territus. 

Kec mora, cum vi patefactls aedlbus globus lat40* 
num invadit omnia, et ^ngtila domus membra eingit 
armata factio, et auxlliis hinc Inde convolanUbus 
obsistiC discursus hostilis: cuncti gla<lii$ et fadbus 
instnicti Doetem illominant; coruscat in raodnm 
ertivi soils igois et macro. I'unc borream quoddam 
aatla ralidli claustris obsaeptum obseratumqae, quod 
aedibus constitutum gaais Mlloois fuerat re- 
fertum, secuiibus validis aggreasl diffindunt, quo 
paasiiD rtduso toUa opes vebunt raptimque con- 
atrictis sarcinis siogub partiuntur. Sed gestainiiium 
modus numemm gerolorum excedit: tunc opulentiae 
nijniae oimio ad eztremas incitas deducti, nos duos 
asinos et equum meum productos e stabulo quantum 
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evU bogr did i go »bout that entorprise, for behold, 
the boj to wliou J gave always charge of my bone 
suddenly spied me and ran in great anger lowa^ me, 
and said: How Long shall we suffer this vile aas, 
that doth not only eat op hU fellows* meat, but also 
would Spoil the images of tbe gods ? ‘VPliy do I not 
make lame and weak this wretch ? ” Therewithal 
looking about for some cudgel, he espied where 
lay a &ggot of wood, and choosing out a crabbed 
truncheon of the biggest he could find, did never 
cease beabng of me, poor wretch, until such time as 
by great noise and rumbling, be heard the doors of 
tbe house burst open, and the neighbours crying 
Thieves in lamentable sort, so that, being stricken 
In fear, he fied away. 

And by ondby the doors were broken down and a 
troop of thieves entered in, and kept every part and 
comer of tbe house with weapons. And as men re* 
sorted to aid and help them which were within the 
doors, tbe thieves resisted and kept them back, for 
each one was armed with hia sworo and a torch in his 
baud, the glimpses whereof did yield out such ligbt 
as if it had been day. Then they broke open with 
tbeir axes a great chest shut and sealed with double 
locks, wherein was laid in tbe middle of tlm house 
ell the treasures of Milo, and ransacked the same; 
which when they had done, they packed it up and 
gave every one a portion to carry ; but wJieo they 
had more bags to bear away than men to carry them, 
they were at their wits' end for the abundance of all 
this exceeding wealth, and so they came Into the stable 
and took us two poor a^ses and coy horse and loaded 
us with the greatest trusses that we were able to bear. 
And when we were out of the house, they fbUowad 
and threatened us with great slaves, and willed one ot 
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potest graviuribus surcinis oserant et domo iam Tacua 
minantes baculU enguntj unoque de soeiu ad speou- 
landum, qui Je facinong inquUitione nuaharet, relicto, 
DOS crebra tuodentes per avia montium dueunt con* 
dtoa 

29 lamque rerum tanUrum pondere et cnontld ardui 
vertice et prolixo satis itinere nilill a mortuo differe- 
bam. Sed mihi aero quidem, serio tamen subvenit 
nd auxiUam civile decurrere et interposito veDOrabiU 
prineipis noroioe tot aerumnis me liberare: cum 
denique iam luce clarissima vicuin quempiam Ae- 
quentem et nundiais celebrem praeteriremus, inter 
IpsK tiubelas, Qraeeorum genuino sermone nomen 
auguatum Caesaria mvocare temptavi, etO qcidem 
tantam disertum ac validum claroitavi, reliquum 
autem CaeaarU nomen enuntiare non potui: aspemati 
latroaea clamorem absonum meum, caedentes hinc 
inde miserura coriura nec eribria iam idoneura relin* 
quunt. Sed tandem inihi inopinatam salutem lupiter 
ille tribuit: nam cum mullaa villulas et caaas amplas 
praeteriremus, bortulum quendam prospexi satis 
amoenuroj in quo praeter ceteras grates herbulaa 
roaae virgvnes matutino rore fiorebant. Hia inbians 
et ape salutia alacer ac laetus propius acceaab dumque 
iaiD labila usdantibua affecto, eonsilium me subit 
longe salubriua, ne ^ ruraum aaino remote prcdiiem 
in Lncium, evidena exitium inter manua Jatrenum 
offenderem vcl artb magicae auapectione vel inclidi 
futuri chmioatione. Taoc igitur a roda, et qulden 
necessarie, temperavi, et caaum praesentem toleraos 
io aaioi faciem &ena rodebaxo. 

US 



THE GOLDEN ASS, BOOK HI 
tbeir fellows to terry beJiiad bring Cbem lidiogs 
what was done concerning the robbery^ and so they 
beat os forward oyer great hills out of the high way. 

Bat 1, what wi^ my beary harden and the steep 
side of the mountain, and my long journey, did 
nothing diHer from & dead ass; wherefore J deter* 
mined with myself, though late yet in good earnest, 
to seek some remedy of the civil power, and by 
invocation of the awful name of the Emperor to be 
delivered from so many miseries. And on a time 
when it was high day, as 1 passed thron^'b a village 
of much people, where was a great fair, 1 came 
amongst a multitude, and I thought to call upon the 
renowned name of the Emperor in that same Greek 
tongue, and 1 cried oat cleverly and aloud, ‘^O," 
but ‘*^esar” I could in rio wise pronounce: but the 
thievea, little regarding my unmuncal crying, did lay 
on and beat my wretched skin in such sort, that after 
it Was neither apt nor meet for leather nor sieves. 
Howbeit, at last Jupiter munstered unto me an 
unhoped remedy. For when we had passed by maoy 
farms and great houses, I fortuned to espy a peasant 
garden, wherein, besides many other flowers of 
delectable hue, were new and fresh roses that dripped 
with the momiag dew, aodgaping ostbesefbeiag very 
joyful and brisk to catch some as I passed^) 1 drew 
nearer and nearer. Now while my lips waterM upon 
them, I thought of a better advice more proflUble for 
me: lest if from being an ass I should become Lucius 
again, Z might fall into the hands of the thieves, 
and either by suspicion that i were some witch, or 
for fear that 1 would utter their theft, Z should be slain 
of a surety; wherefore 1 abstained for that time, for it 
was needful, from eating of the roses, aod (enduring 
my present adversi^) I ate hay as other asaes did. 
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1 Dieu ferme circs medium, com iam^ilagTsatia solid 
csleretur, in quodsm spud notes sc fsmflisres 
Istronibus seues devertlmus i sic snlre primus silieus 
et stnrio proHinis et osculs mutos, quamvis ssizu), 
sen tire prsestsbsntt osm et rebus eos quibusdam 
dorao meo depromptis munersbantui^ et secretis 
gsnnitilius, quod essent Istrocinio psrUe, ridebantur 
indiesre* lamque nos omnl ssreios levi^tos in 
prstum proximum passim libero psstui tradidcre, nec 
me cum ssioo vel cquo meo compsscuus coetas 
attinere potuit adhuc losolltum aJioquin prsndere 
fsenum; sed plane pone stabulum prospectum bortu- 
lum ism fame perditus lideater iovado et, qusmris 
prudls holeribus, sfTstijn tsmen ventrem ssgioo, 
deosqae comprecstus omaes cuncts prospectabaro 
ioca, ucubi forte eootenziinis in bortulis candens 
repperirem rosarium. Nam et ipsa solltudo iam milii 
bonaio ddudsm tribuebat, si devius et frutectis 
absconditus sompto 'remedio do iumeoti quadripedls 
incurvo gradu rursum erectus in horainea), inspeo* 
taste aullo, resurgeren. 

i Ergo igltur cum in isto cegitatiosis sale fluctuarem, 
aliqusnto loogius video frondoai semoris convsJlem 
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Whbn oood wu coat, aud oow tht broiUiig baat of 
tbo sun bad most power, we tuned into 4 viUage to 
certain old meo of the thieves’ acquaintance and 
frioDds, fer vehl)t their meeting and embracing 
together did give me (poor aae) cause to deem the 
same: and they took tbe truss from my back, and 
gave them part of tbe treasure that was in it, and 
^ey seemea to whisper and tell them that it was 
stolen goods; and afKT that we were unladen of our 
burdens they let us loose into a meadow to pasture, 
but I would not feed there with cny own horse and 
Milo’s ass, for that 1 was not wont to eat bay, but I 
must seek my dinner in some other place. Where* 
fore 1 leaped into a garden wbicli was behind the 
stablei and being well nigh perished with hunger, 
although 1 could find nothing there but raw and 
green salads, yet 1 filled my hungry guts therewithal 
abundantly, and praying unto all tlie gods, 1 looked 
‘ about in every place if I could espy any roses in tbe 
. gardens by, and my solitary being alone did put me 
, in good hope, that if X could find any remedy, being 
« far fiom tbe poblic road and hidden by the bushes, 1 
should presently out of the low gait of a beast be 
changed out of every one's sight into a man walking 
* oprlght. 

' N ow whUe 1 tossed on the flood of these cogita* 
I tions, X looked about, and behold I saw afar off a 
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umbrosam, «uiu$ inter vems herbulas et lAetUsima 
virecte fulgeDtiun roMTuin mineus color renidebst: 
iamque spud aea non mqueqaeque ferina pne- 
cordift Veneris et Gr&tiaram lucum iUum arbitra* 
bar, cuiua inter opaca seereta floria genUlis re|;iu6 
nitor relucebat Time Invocato bllaro atque pro- 
epero Eveatu cucsu me eoneito preripio, nt Hereule 
ip«e aectirem non aalnuis me, verum etlam equum 
cnrrulen aimio velocitatu refectum. Sed agilis atque 
praeelarua ille conatus fortunae mese scaevitatem 
anteire non potult; iam enim loco proximua non 
illas rosea teueraa et amoenaa, madidaa cUvini roris et 
nectana, quas rubi felicea beetae spinae f^enerant, at 
ne convallem quldem usquam, nlal tantum ripae 
Auvialis margioem densis arboribua aaeptam video; 
hae arborea in lauri &dem prolixe fbUatae pariunC in 
modum floris Inodori porrectos calienlos raodiee puai* 
eaatea, quoa equidem fragrantes mlnime rureatri 
vocabulo vulgua indoctum ro^ laureaa appellant, 
I quarumque cunclo pecoti eibua letalis eat. Talibus 
fails baplicitua et iam ipssm ealutemrecosans aponte 
iJlad Tenenum rosarium sumere geetlebam; sed dura 
eunctanter accedo <lecarpere, iuvenia quidara, xit 
mihl vldebatur, hortnlanua, cuius omnia proraua 
holera vaataveram, tanto damoo coguito, cum graodi 
baculo fureus decurdt, arreptuinque me totum plagis 
obtundit adusque vitae Ipsius periculum^ nisi tandem 
aapienter alicqum ipse mibi tnlissem auxiUum: nam 
lumbis elevatis in altum, pedum postericribua olci* 
146 
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shftdowed V4lle7 ftdjoiniog to a wood, where, anongst 
divers other herbs and pleasant verdures, I thought 
I saw many flourishing roses of bright damask colour. 
So that I said within my mind, which was not wbeJly 
bestial^'Verily the place is the grove of Venus and 
the Gracea, where secretly glittereth the royal hue 
of so lively aod delectable a flower.” Thee I, desiring 
the help of the god of good fortune, ran lustily 
towards the wood, in so much that 1 felt myself no 
more an ass but a swift'couising horse, bat my agility 
aod quickness could not prevent tbe cruelty of my 
fortune; fer when I came to tbe place, I perceived 
that ^y were no roses neither tender nor pleasant, 
neither moistened with the heavenly drops of clew 
nor celestial liquor, which grow out of the rich 
thicket aod thorns. Neither did I perceive that 
there was any valley at all, hut only the bank of the 
river environed with great thick trees, which had 
long branches like unto laurel, and bear a flower 
without any manner of scent but somewhat red of 
hue, and the eonuuon people call them by the name 
of laurel-roses, which are very poisonous to all manner 
of beasts. Then was I so entangled with unhappy 
fortune, that 1 little esteemed mine own life, a^ 
went willingly to eat of those roses, though 1 knew 
them to be present poison. But as 1 drew near very 
slowly, I saw a young man that seemed to be tbe 

S ardener come upon me, the same that I bad 
evoured up all his herbs in tbe garden, and he, 
knowing now full well his great lose, came sweariog 
with a great staff in bis band, and laid upon me in 
such sort that I was well nigh dead; but I speedily 
devised some remedy for myself, for I lifted up my 
legs and kicked him with my hinder heels, so tWt I 
1 ^ him lying at the bill foot well nigh slain, and so 
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btsi in eum «rebriter, i»m mule«to gruviter 

atque uceate eontrA proeUvo montia altigui, iuga 
melib<r»«i. Sed illico muUer quaepiani, uxor alas 
scilicet, simul eum prostratum et eeiuianimem ex 
edito deepexit, eiolabili eum plangore ad eum statim 
proaiJic, ut sui videlicet niieeratione xolhi praeeens 
erearet esltiuni: cuncti enim pagaoi, detibus eins 
exclti, sLatlcn conelamant canes Atque ad me lanian- 
dum rabie percid ferrent impetum passim cohor- 
tantur. Tuoe igitiu proculdubio iam morti proxt- 
mus, cum viderero canes et modo magnos et numero 
multos et unis ae leonibuaad compugoandum idonecs 
in me convocatos exaspsrari, e re nata capto consilio, 
fugam desino ac me retroreus celeri gradu rurgum in 
sUbulujQ quo deverteramus recipio. At illi, canibus 
ism aegre cobibitis, arrepium me loro qxum yalido 
ad aosulam quaodam destlnatum rursum caedendo 
ceafedssent profecto, nisi dolore plagaram alvus 
artata crudisque iUis oleribus abvuidaos et lubrieo 
duxu sauda, fimo listulaUm excusso, qoosdam extreml 
bquoris aspergine; alios putore nldoHs faetidi, a meis 
ian quassia soapulis abegisset 
S Nsc mera, eum iaro in meridiem prono iubare rur* 
sum QOS ac praedpue me loRge grarius onustum 
productmt ill! latrones stabnlo: iamque confecta 
bona parte itineris et viae spario delectus et ssr- 
doae pondere depressns ictibusque Aistium fatigatua 
atque etism uflgulis exCritis iam clsudtis et titubans, 
rivulum quendam serpentis leniter aquae preptei 
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I TAD AWA 7 : meontinentljcameout A c«rUinwomAB, 
doubtless his wife, who, seeing from Above her 
husbend lying half deed, cried and howled in pitiful 
sort, hasting towards her bnsband, to tlie ioteot that 
by her loud cries she might purchase to me present 
destractioo ; for all the persous of the town, moved 
and raised by her soise, came forth and cried for 
dogs, and hiM them oo madly to tear me down. Oat 
came a mat company of bandogs and mastiSs, more 
fit to pull dowo bears and lions than me, whom when 
I beheld I thought verily that 1 should presently die, 
so that I took what counsel 1 might from the occasion, 
and thought no more of flight but turned myself 
about and ran as &5t as ever I might to the stable 
whither we had lodged. Then the men of the town 
called in their dogs, which they scarce could bold, 
and took me, and bound me to the staple of a post 
with a great thong, and scourged me till I was well 
nigh dead: and they would ujjdoubtedly have slain 
rae, had it not come to pass that my belly, narrowed 
with the pain of their beating and reeking with the 
green herbs that lay therein, canght snob a looseness 
that 1 all besprinkled the faces of some with my 
liquid dung, with the filthy stench thereof en¬ 
forced ^e others to leave my sides oow well nigh 
broken. 

Not loDg after, which was now towards eventide, 
the thieves loaded us again, and especially me, with 
the heaviest burden, and brought us forth out of the 
stable, and when we had gone a good part of our 
journey, what with the long way, my great burden, 
the beating of staves, and my worn hooves, Isme and 
tottering, I was so weary that I could scarcely go; 
then as I walked by a little river running with rair 
water, X said to my'self: " Behold, now 1 have found 
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lodsteiu, subtSlem occasioDem f«licit«r oactud cogf 
Ubaa tocum memet flexU scite erunbux pronum 
abicere, certus atque obstanatus nullis verbcribua a4 
JngT«diimdum exsurgere, Imuo etlam paratua pou 
fustj tantojD sed nochaera perfossus oocjmbere. 
Bebar eolm iam me proreus ezaaftaatum ae debilera 
mereri canasriara mlssionem, carte latrone^ partim 
ixopotianUa nicrac, pottiio studio festlpatae fugae, 
dorst piei sarcinam duobua ceteris iumectie diatribu* 
taros, meque in aUiortS viadictae viccm iupis et 
SVuIturiis praedera relicturos. Sed tarn bellum con* 
eUiuro meum praevertit aors detcrrima; pamque 
Ule alios aainus, divinato et antecapto mec cogitatUj 
statim se mentita Isasitudlne cum rebus to^ offiidit, 
iacens^ue in mortuum non fustibijs, non atlmnlU, ac 
ne csuJa et auribua cniribusquc undique versum 
elevatis temptavit ezsurgere, quoad tandem fasti bus, 
postumse spei latigati secumque eoilocuU, ne tarn diu 
mortuo, immo vero lapideo asino servientes fugam 
rporarenUir, sarcinis eius mihi equoque distributis, 
destricto gladio popUtes eius totes amputant, ac 
paululum a via retractam per altdasimum praeceps in 
veil era proximam etiam nunc spirantem praecipitant. 
Tone ego raise ri cornmilitonis fortunamcogitans statui 
iam dobs abiectis et fraudibos asinum me bonae fhigi 
domlnis eihibere: nam et seems eos animadverleram 
colloquentes, quod in proKimo nobis easet habenda 
nansio et totius vlae finis quieta eorumque esset eedes 
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4 good occasion. For I will fall down when I coma 
yonder, bending my legs beneath rae, and surely 1 
will not rise again 2br any scourging or beating, and 
not only will 1 defy the endge), but even be pierced 
by the sword, if they shall use it upon me,*' And 
the cause why 1 determined so to do waa this: I 
thought that I was so utterly feeble and weak that 
I deserved my discharge for ill health, and certainly 
that the robbers (pertly for that they would not stay in 
their journey, p^tly in haste to dee^ would take off* 
the burden from my back, and put it upon cny two 
fellowe, and so for my further punishment leave me as 
a prey to the wolves and ravenous beasts. But evil 
fortune prevented so good a consideration; for the 
other ass, being of the same purpose that I was of, 
and forestalling me, by feigned and coloured weari¬ 
ness fell down first with all bis buiden upon the 
ground as though he were dead, and ho would not 
rise neither with beating nor pricking, nor stand 
upon his feet, though they pulled him all about by 
the tail, by his legs, and by his ears; which when the 
thieves behehl, as without all hope, they said one to 
another: ” What, should we stand here so long about 
a dead or rather a stony ass } Let us be gone '*; and 
so they took bis burden and divided some to me and 
some to my horse. And then they drew their swords 
and cut through all his hamstrings, and dragged him 
a little from the way, and threw his body while he 
yet breathed from the )>oint of a bill down into a 
great valley. Then I, considering with myself of the 
evil fortune of my poor companion, purposed now Co 
forget all subtlety and deceit and to play the good asa 
to get my masters* favour, for 1 perceived by their 
talk that we were well nigh come home to our 
journey’s end where they lived and had their 
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ilift et lubitAtio, Clementi deniqu« trAnsmuso cHvulo, 
pervRTtrDQ9 Ad locum destliuitum, ubi rebus totb 
ezsolutis Atque intjs coiulitis, Iacd pondere liberAtus 
lAssitudinem vice lavAcri pulvereis volntetibus dige- 
itbem. 

^ Res AC tempus ipsum locorum spdcmcAeque illius 

C a latrones lohabitAbunt,^ descriptionem exponere 
Ut: lum et mean) simal pericKtabor ingenium, 
et fexo VOS quoque ad mente etum aeosuque fuerira 
Asiaus sedulo senQBtie. Monshorridus silvestribusque 
froodibus umbrosus et inpriiuis aUus fuit: h ulus per 
oblique de%*esa, quasaxis esperriaiJs et ob id inAccessi^ 
ciogitur.convalM keuDOsae CAVAequeDlmium spinetie 
Aggeratue et quAquAversus repMitae neturalem tute- 
Iaw prsebentes ATobiebAot. De summo verUee fbrs 
eduens bulMe iogentibus scaturribAt, perque prona 
deUpms evomebet undAS ArgeotOAS, Unique rivulis 
pluribuA dispersus ec VAUeA iUes Agiumibus stAgnenti- 
bua irrigens in modum stipeti rearis vel ignavi Hucnlois 
cnnctA oobibebat. losurgit speluucae, qua mArginoh 
montAuae desinunt, turrls ardua eaulae dnsa solidU 
cratibus, ovili stabulationi corumodA^ pofrectb ondi* 
que leteribus; ante fores exigui tremites vice atrueti 
parietJs attenduntur: ee tu bono, certe meo periculo, 
latronum dixeris atria. I^ec iuata quicquan quam 
parvA cASula cAonuHs temere conteeba, quo specuU- 
tores e uumero letrouum, ut postea eoniperi, sorte 
dueb noctibus excubabant. 

? Ibi cum si&guli deremissent sldpatla artubus, oobis 
ante Ipsaa fores loro valido destinatis, anum quandam 
curvatam gravi senio, cui soH aalus atque tutela tot 
Dumero iuvenum eoa^ssa videbAtur,sic iofesti eoiu* 
pellant: “E^amne tu, busti cadaver extremum et 
t Tbe Has have the precent laAab^^a«U. The feiperfect, 
as Oodendorp aair^ smeos to be required 
iSi 
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dw«llia«. And after that we had passed ot^r 
• little niJl, we came to our appointetl place, where 
when w« were unladen of our burdens and all things 
carried in, I tumbled and walJowerl in the dost to 
refresh mjself instead of water. 

The thing and the time compel me to make 
description of the jilaces and espedally of the den 
where the thieves did inhabit: 1 will prove mj wit 
what 1 can do, and then consider you whether 1 was 
an ass in judgement and sense, or no. First there 
was an exceeding great hill compassed about with big 
trees, very high, with many turning bottoms, sur¬ 
rounded by sharp rocks, whereby it was Inaccessible; 
there were many wbsding auif hollow valleys en¬ 
vironed with thickets and thorns, and naturally 
fortressed round about. Front the top of the hiU ran 
a spring both leaping and babbling which poured 
down the steep slo^>e its silvery wavc*^. and then 
scattering abroad into many little brooks watered al! 
the valleys below, that it seemed like unto a sea 
enclosed, or a standing dood. Before the den, where 
was no more hill, stood a high tower, and at the foot 
thereof, and on either side, were sheep*cota fenced 
and wattled with clay; before the gate of the bouse 
were walls enclosing a narrow jtatb, in such sort that 
1 well warrant you would Judge it to be a very den for 
thieves, und there was nothing else near save a little 
cot covered roughly with thatch, wherein the thieves 
did nightly accustom to watch by order, as after 1 
jtereeived. 

And when they were all crept crouching into tbe 
house, and we f^t tied with strong halters at tbe 
door, they began to chide with an old woman there, 
crooked with age, who had the government and rule 
of all those young men, and said : " How is it, old 
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Tjtfe dedecus pritoum et Orci fAStidinm solum, sie 
nobis oUosa domi residena luslt^s, nee aostrit Urn 
codgnis temque periculosis Inboribtis solncium de turn 
sera refecUone tribues f Quae diebus ac noctibna oil 
Qaicqnam rei quam menim saevlenti ventri too soles 
aWditer ln^rg:ltare.” Tretaeos ad haec et strident! 
vocnla parida sle anus: ''At vobU, fortissimi (tde' 
lis^coiqae mei hospitatores iuvenes, a^tun enocta 
suari sapote percoeta palmenta praeato auntj paois 
numeroaus, vinum probe oallcibus exMcatls affluenter 
imtnlssuiQ, et ex more calida tomultuaiio lavacrovestro 
praeparata.*' In fine aermonia huJui statini aese de- 
veatiimt, nudatique et fiairiDae largissimae vapore 
recreati calidaque perfosi et eleo peruncti mensas 
dapibus largiter instructas accumbunt. 
fi Commodura cubueranC, et eooe quldam looge plorea 
Qumero iuveoes advertiunt alii, quos ioconctanter 
adaeqne latrones arbiti'orere, nam et Ipsi praedas 
aureorum argenbiriorumque nummomm ae vascu* 
lomm veatiaque sericae et iotestae fills aurela in* 
vebebant: hUimili lavacro refotl inter Cores socioi*ain 
sese reponunt T unc sorte dneti ministerium facinnt; 
eatur ac potatiir incondite pulmentis acervatlcn, pani* 
bos aggeratim, poeulla agn^oatim ingestis; clamore 
tuduot, strepita cantillant, ceariciis iocantur, ac lam 
cetera semiferis Lapltbla evantibua ^ Centaurisque 
Emilia. Tunc inter eoa onus, qui roborc ceteros 
antistabat, ''Noa quidem” inquit "Milonia Hypa* 
tini domum fortiter ezpugnavimua Pmetcr tan lam 
i Hlc. HafDdus' insontoua eraenilatioo for tbe BMDlDgl«« 
r& 0 «u}«* or M&s cniiwf of tho U9& 
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wiCeb, old trot, that ait the ahaixie o( life and 
rejected of 7617 death, that thou sittest idly all day 
at hone, and (haTiog do regard to our perilous 
labours) bast provided nothing for our suppers thus 
late, but eittest doing nought but swilling wine into 
that greedy belly of thine from morning to night ? ” 
Then the old woman trembled and began to say in 
a terrified and harsh voice: “Behold, my puissant 
and faithful masters, you shall bave meat and pottage 
enough by and by, cooked with a sweet savour. 
Here is lust store of bread, wine plenty, filled in 
clean rinsed pots, likewise hot water prepared to 
bathe you hastily after your wont/' Which when 
she had s^d, they put off all their gannenta and 
refreshed themselves by a great fire, and after that 
they were washed with the not water and anointed 
with oil, they sat down at the table garnished with 
all kinds of dainty meat. 

Now they were no sooner set (down, but In 
another company of young men, more In number 
than was before, whom you would judge at once 
likewise to be thieves; for they also brought in their 
prey of gold and silver money, and plate, and robes 
both silken and gold-embroidered, aud when they 
had likewise washed, they sat amongst the rest, and 
casring lots they served one another by order. The 
thieves drank arul ate exceedingly, 1 aving out the meat 
in heaps, the bread in mounds, and tl>e wine cups like 
a marching army, crying, laughing, and making such 
noise, that I thought I was amoJigst the tyrannous 
and wild drunken l^piths and Centaurs. At length 
one of them, more stout than the rest, apoke in 
tbia sort: We verily have manfully conquered the 
hcQse of Milo of Hypata, and besides all the riches 
and treasure which by Asree we have brought away, 
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fortiiAAe copiMC, nostra virtute o&cti sumas, et 
iDCOluni Qumero castra nostra pHinvus «t, »i quid ad 
rem faeit, o«to p«dlbiis auctiores remeavhDus. At vos 
qui Boeotias arbas appat to tis, ipso duca vestro fortis¬ 
simo Lamacho dentinuti dobiiero numarum roduaistU, 
cuius salutem mtrito earcinb fstas quas advexistis 
omnibos antatoJerim. Sad ilJum quidem utoiunquo 
aimia virtus $ua peremlt; later irtclitos rages ac duces 
proeliorum Caati viri memoiia celebrabitur: enim vos 
bonae frugi iatrones inter furta parva atque servUia 
Cimidule per balneas et anlles cellules reptantes 
scrutariam facitie/’ 

Susdpit UDU9 ex Ulo posteriore nuraero: '^Tune 
solus ignores longe ^clliores ad expugoandum domus 
esse aiaiores ? Quippe quod, licet sumerosa familla 
latis deeersetur aedibus, tamen quisque megis suae 
saluU quajQ domini coneulat opibos : frugi autem et 
solitarii homines fortunam parrain, vel certe satis 
amplam, dbsimulaoter obtectsm protegunt aohus et 
sanguinis sui periculo muniunt. Bes ijisa denique 
lidem sermonl raeo dabit: vix enim Thebae heptapylos 
aocessirous, quod cst huic disclplinee primarium 
studiua, sedulo fertunas loquirebamus popularium. 
Nec nos denique latult Cliryseroe quidam nummu* 
latius, coplosae pecuniae dominus, qui metn offieioruni 
40 muoerum publicorum cnagnis artibus magnaoi dissU 
mulabat opulenttam: denique solus acsolitaiius parva 
sed satis munita domuncula eonteutus, paunosus alio* 
quin ac sordidus anreos foHes incubabat. Ergo 
lib 
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we ere ell covie home eefe, nooe b«m^ lest, end ere 
inoreseed the more, if it be worthy of meotios, by 
the eight feet of this horse ead this aes. But you, 
that have roved about amoog the towos of Boeotia, 
here lost you valient eeptein Lamachos, whose loss 
I laore regarded than all this treasure which you 
have brought. But it is his own bravery that bath 
destroyed him, and therefore the memory of him 
shall be renewed for ever amongst the moit noble 
kings and valiant captains i but you accustom when 
you go abroad, like doughty robins iodeed, to creep 
throogfa every corner atM hole for every tride, doing 
a paltry business in baths and the huts of ageS 
women.*' 

Tben one of them that came last answered: Why> 
are you only ignorant, that the greater the house 
is, tie sooner it may be robbed and spoiled ^ For 
though the family of eervanU be great ioA dispersed 
io divers lodgings, yet every man bad rather defend 
his life than save at bis own baeard the riches of bis 
master: but when the people be few and poor and 
live alone, then will they hide and protect very 
fiercely, even at the danger of their lives, their sub¬ 
stance, how little or great soever it be. And to the 
intent you wiU believe me, 1 will show you our story 
as an example We were scarce come olgh unto 
seven-gated Thebes, and began at cnee to eoquire of 
the fortunes of the greatest men thereof, >^ich is 
the fountaui of our art and seience, and we learned 
at length where a rieb chuff called Chryseros did 
dwell, who, for fear of offi cee and burdens in the public 
we^, with great pains dissimulated his estate and 
lived sole and solitary in a small cot (bowbeit well 
fordfi^) and huddled daily in ragged and tom 
apparel over hb bags of gold. Where&e we devised 
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placuiC sd huBc primum ferr^raiis dd^tun, ut con* 
tornpt& pugnA manui unicae nullo nogotio ctinctis 
lOopibuB otioae potiromor. Nec mora, cum Dootis 
ifutio fohbus cius praestolamv, Quss ncijue sublevare 
Deque dimovere «c ne pcrfrJugero quidem nobia vide* 
batur, ne mlvarum aonus eunctam Ticintam nostro 
auscitaret ezttto. Tunc itaqae sublimis ille vczil* 
larius noster Lamaebua specUtae viriotis aoae dducla, 
qua clavi Immlttendae foraioen patebat seosiv ito- 
laisaa CDanU) clauftrum evcllere gcstiebat: scddudum 
adUect omnium bipedum nequUsimus Chryseros 
vigilans et aingoJa rcntm acntiens, lenem gradum et 
obnizom silentium tolcrans paulatlm arrepit^ gnn* 
diqoe clave manom duda nostri repente nisu forti^ 
eimo ad oatii tabnlam oAgit et exiciabili nezu 
patibulatum < relinqucns gurgustioli sui tectum 
ascendit atque inde contfntlssinia voce clamitans 
roganaque vicinos et uouiDquemque proprio aomioe 
dena et aaluUa commuuis admoneos, di&mat in* 
eeadio repcntlno doraum $uam possideri: sic uni^s* 
qaiaque pionmi pericuhcoDfinioterritussuppetlatum 
) 1 decurruotanjdi. Tone nos in aocipiti periculo conati- 
tati vel opprlraendi nostri vel deaerendi sccli reme* 
dium e re nata validum eo volenta cocrnslniscimus t 
antedgnani nostri partem, qna manus bumeram 
subit, ictu per articulum medium temperate prorsus 
abscidimuB atque ibi brachlo rcUcto, multis laciniia 
ofTolto vulnere^ ne stillae san^nia vestigium pro* 
dereoC, ceterum Lamaebum raptim reportamua ; ac, 
^ Tba eneudatioa U rarlontiy ucribad to 

6cali;«r <3t Tokanlua 
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with ourselvea Co » first to hie house ftod spell bhn 
of sll his rtches; vhlch we thought we should euily 
do !f we bed but to fight egeinet bicn alone. And at 
once when night came we ^uiokJT drew towards his 
door, which we thought best neituer to move it^ nor 
Uft it out of the hinges, end we would not break it 
o|>en lest by the noise we should raise up (to our 
harm) the neighbours by. Then cur stMng and 
valiant captain Lamachus, trusting his own strength 
and force, thrust in his hand through a bole of the 
door, which was made for the key, and thought to 
puU back the bolt; but the covetous caitiff Chryseros, 
vilest of all that go on two feet, being awake and 
seeing all, but making no noise, cane softly to the door 
aud Caught his hand, and with a great nail nailed it 
fast to a post of the gate, which when he had done, 
and bad left huu thus crucified, he ran up to 
a high chamber of his hovel, and in a very loud voice 
called every one of his neighbours by name, desiring 
them to look to their common safety with all possible 
speed, for bis house was ahre. Then every oae, for 
fear of tlie danger that was uigh him, came riuming 
out to aid him; wherewith we (fearing our present 
perill knew not what was best to be done, whether 
we should ieave our companion there, or yield our¬ 
selves to die with him; but by his consent we devised 
a better way, for we cut through the joint of this our 
leader where the arm joins to the shoulder, and so 
let it hang there, and then bound up his wound 
with clouts lest we should be traced by the drops of 
blood, and $0 we took all that was left of Lamachus 
aod led him away. Now when we hurried along, 
trembling for our aiTecticn to him, and were so ni^ 

C irsued that we were in present danger, and 
amachus could not keep our company 1 ^ reason 
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duo trepidi r«Ugiuiis urgueraur grtvi tumulbi et 
tnstantu periculi meta terremor m ^guzi, &ec vel 
sequi propere vel rerntnere tuto potest vir sublimis 
«ntni virtutltque pnecipuus, maltis nos aSatibus 
multisque precibtu querens adbortatur per dexteram 
Martis, per fidem sacramenti bocuo conuniUtonem 
erucit^u simul tt oaptivitate liberaremua: cur emm 
ciaaui, quae rapere et lunlare sola posset, fortem 
latroneo auperviTere ? oat se beatum qui luanu 
soda vole33s oecuraberot. Cumque oulU nostrum 
spoQtale parHciditim suadens persuadere posset, 
uanu reliqna sumptom gladioin suom diuque de> 
oscnlatum, per medium pectus ietu (ortts&imo traits* 
adiglt. Twc DOS magnaDimi dads vigore venerate 
corpus reliquom veste Untea diligenter convolutum 
mari celandum commisimus, et none iacet noster 
Laaaebus elemeoto toto sepoltus. 

IS " £t ille qaidem dignum rirtutibos suia vitae ter- 
mlouo posuit: enimvero Aldmos eoUerlibus coeptia 
minus^saevum Fortuoae nutum non potiiitadducere..' 
Qui cum dormieotas anus perfracto tugiariolo consccn- 
disset cabiculcun superius iamque protinns oblJsts 
£aucibua interstinguere earn deSuisaet, prins toaluit 
reruiD singula per latiorem €euestaram forinsecus nobis 
scilicet lapienda dispergere. Cumqne iain cuacta 
reruxn naviter emoUtus nee toro quidem anicuJae 
quiescentis parcere ve!!et, eaque lectolo eno devo* 
lata vestem stragulam aabductam scilicet iactare 
similiter destinaret, geoibas elus profusa sic nequia- 
Sima ilia depreeatur: ‘ Quid, oro, fill, paupertioes 
pannousque rescoJas miserrimae auus donas vidnis 
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of faintoess (and on tho other side it ww not tor hU 
pro6t to linger behiDd) he spoke unto os as a mao 
of singular courage and rirtue, desiring us by ronch 
entreaty and prayer, and by tlie puissance of ^e god 
Man and the faith of our confederacy, to deliver our 
brave comrade trom torment and miserable captivity: 
and farther he asked how was it possible that so 
courageous a captain could live with oat bis hand, 
wherewith alone he could rob and slay so many 

C eople, but he would rather thiuk hlcoself sufficiently 
sppy if he might be slain by the hand of a friend. 
But when he saw that we all refused to commit any 
such wicked deed he drew out bis sword with Ids 
other hand, and after that be bad often kissed it, he 
thrust It with a strong blow clean through his b^y. 
Then we honoured the corpse of so puissant a man, 
and wrapped it io linen clothes and threw it Into tbe 
sea to hide it: so lleth our master Latnachus burled 
and hid in tbe grave of water. 

" Now he ended his life woithily of his courage, as 
1 have declared ; but Alcimus, tliongh he were a roan 
of greet enterprise, yet could he not void liimself from 
evil fortune: for on a day when he had entered into 
an old woman's hut that slept, to rob her,he went up 
into the higher chamber, where be should first bare 
strangled her, but he had more regard to throw down 
everything out of the window to us that stood under: 
and when he had cleverly despoiled all, he would 
leave nothing behind, but went to the old womao's 
bed where she lay asleep and threw her from it, and 
would have taken off the coverlet to have thrown 
down likewise, but the old hag awaked and fell at his 
knees, and desired him in this manner: ' 0 sir, I pray 
you, cast not awsy such tom and ragged clouts into 
my neighbours* houses, whither this window looks; 
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dlvitibns, quorum haeo feneslr^ domuco pro5]^e!t?’ 
Quo sernione cftllido deeeptue et vera quae 
dicta aunt credena Alcimus, verens $cd}ieet ne et ea, 
quae prius miserat quaeque postea miasurus non 
sodia soia aed m alienoa Larea lam certua erroria 
abiceret, auapendit ae fenestra sa^citer perspeotuma 
ocaniaj pneaertim domua atti^uae; ut dixerat ilia; 
forUinas arbitnturua. Quod euio strenue quidem 
aed aatia improvide conantem aenile illud faciiiaa 
quamquam Invalido, repentino tamen et inopinato 
pulsu, nutantem ae penduliun et in proapectu alio* 
quin attonitnm praecepa inegit; qui praeter altitu. 
dinem oimiam super quendam etiaoi vastiaaimuin 
lapidcm propter iacentem reoidena> perfracta diffis< 
aaque crate cosUrura rivoa aanguinU vomena imitus, 
narratisque nobia quae gesta aunt, non diu cruciatua 
vitam evasit: quern prioria exemplo aepalturae tra- 
ditum bonuio aecutorem Luraaolio dedimua. 

13 “Tunc orbitatia dupUci plaga petiti, iBinqne The* 
baoia couatibua abnuentesj Platacaa proxioiam con- 
acendimus mvitatem. Ibi faixiam celebrem super 
quodaiu Demochare munus edituro gladlatorium de* 
prehendimus: nam vir et genere primarius et opibus 
plutimua et bberaJitate praecipnua digno fortunae 
suae aplendore publicas vcluptatos instxuebat.' Quia 
tantuB iogenii, quia facundiae, qui aingulas apeoiea 
apparatus multiiugi verbis idoneis posset explicareP 
Gladifttorea i$U famosae menus, venatores ill! pro* 
batae perniciutie, alibi nozii perdiU securiCate euis 
l6i 
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fo? thej Are rich enough and need no such thisg«/ 
Then Aloimus (tbinkiog her vorda to be tme) was 
brought in belief that such things as be had thrown 
out ^ready, and such things as he should throw out 
after, were not fallen down to his fellows* but into 
other men’s bouses; wherefore he went to UU window 
to see, and especially to behold the places round 
about, as she had told bim, thrusting his body out of 
the window \ but while he strove to do this, strongly 
indeed but somewhat reslily,the old trot marked him 
well, and came behind him softly, and although she 
had but small strength, yet with a sudden force she 
took him by the heels and thrust him out headlong 
while his b^y was balancing and unsure; and beside 
that the height was very great, he fell upon a mar* 
vellous greet stone that lay near and borst his ribs, 
whereby be vomited and spewed flakes of blood, and 
when be bad told us all, be suffered not long torment, 
but presently died. Then we gave unto hinitbe same 
burial and sent him a worthy comrade to Lamachus, 
as we had done before. 

*'When we had thus lost two of our companions, 
we liked not Thebes, but marched towards tbe nest 
city called Plataea, where we found »eat fame con¬ 
cerning a man named Demochares that purposed to 
set forth a grent game, where should be a trial of all 
kinds of weapons: be was come of a good house, 
marvellous rich, libera), and well deserved that which 
lie bad, and had prepared many shews and pleasures 
for tbe cotemon people: in so mucb that there is no 
roan can either by wit or eloquence shew in fit words 
all tbe memfold shapes of bis preparations, for first 
be bad provided gladiators of a famous band, then all 
manner of hunters most fleet of foot, then guilty 
coen without hope of reprieve who were judged Ibr 
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epulis bestiemm 6ft£;iiias uutrueates; confizilis ma* 
chlnae subHcte; turiea Ubularum sexibus $d inztar 
circumforaneac domus, iiorldae pictiuae, decora fu* 
turae veuatioDis reeeptacula. Quipraetereanumerus, 
quae fitcles lerarum! Kam praed^Rio studio forin- 
aecus etiam advexemt genetoaa ilia daraDatonira capl* 
turn fuoara. Sed praetor oeterarn apedosi moneris 
aupeliectilecn totis uteumque patriraonii virlbua un> 
roauis ursae comparabat uumenuzi copicaum: natn 
praeter domeaticls venationibus captaa, praetor largis 
emptiooibus partas^ amJcorum eUacn docatioaibus 
rariis certatiin oblatas tutela sumptuoaa eollidte 
14 nntt^ebat. Nec ille tam cIhtus tamque splendidus 
publicae roluptatU apparatus invidiae uoxlos affagit 
ocaloa: oam diutma captiritate ^tigatae siiuul et 
aestiva flagvantia maeeratae, plgra etiam sessions 
langiiidae, repentlna correptae postdeutia paene ad 
nullum redirere iiuiiieruiD, Poasim perplateaa plarl* 
mas cerneros Ueere semivlvorum corporum ferina 
naufragia: tunc rulgiis ignobile, quos inculta paa< 
periea sine delectu ciborum tenuato ventri cogit 
sordentia supplementa et dapcs gratuitas conquirere, 
paasini iacentes epulaa accurrunt. 

'* TuDc e re naU aobtile conaiUum ego etiate Babu- 
Jua tale cocominladmur: unaro; quae ceteris aarcina 
eorporla praevalabat, quasi dbo parandam portamua 
•d oestrum receptaculmn eiuaque probe nudaturo 
camibus cohum, aemtis sdJerter tolls unguibus, 
ipso etiam beadae capite ad usque con6nium cervids 
Id* 
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tbeU* punishment to be food for wi!cl beesto. He hed 
ordeined a machine made of beams tlsed together, 
great towers and platfcrros bke a house to move 
hither and tbltber, very well painted, to be places to 
cootaiR all the quacrj: be bad ready a great luioiber 
of wild beasts and all sorts of tliem, e8i>e<!ially he 
had brought from abroad those noble creatures that 
were soon to be the death of so many condemned 
persons, But amongst so great preparations of noble 
price, be bestowed the moat part of his patrimony in 
Im^ng of a vast multitude of great bears, which 
eUher by chasbighe had caught hiu)svU, or which he 
dearly bought or wblch were given him by divers of 
his friends, who strove one with anotlier is making 
him such gifts : and all these be kept and nourished 
to his very gi’eat cost. Howbeit for all hU care of 
the public pleasure, he could not be free from the 
malicious eyes of envy : for some of tliem were well 
nigh dead, with too long tying up; some meagre 
with the broiling beat of tbe sun; some languished 
with long lying, but all (having sundry diseases^ were 
so'afflicted that they died one after aoother, ana there 
were well nigh iioae left, in such sort that you 
might see their wrecks piteously lying in the streets 
aud all but dead; and then tbe common people, 
having no other meat to feed on, and forced by their 
rude poverty to find any new meat end cliesp feasts, 
would come forth and ^11 their bellies with flesh 
of the bears. 

Then by and by Babul us and I devised a pretty 
sport to suit this case; we drew to our lodging one 
of tbe bears that was greater of bulk than all tlie rest, 
as thougb we would prepare to eat thereof, where 
we flayM off his skin and kept his claws whole, but 
we meddled uot with the head, but cut it off by the 
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eolido relicto, tergu$ omne murs studJoss teauarous 
et mmuto dnere persp^rsum eoU elccAndum tradimufi. 
Ac dniD CMlesUfl vaporls fl antmia examurgatur, do 3 
intcrdum pnlpb eitis nOent^r saginantea, sic Instantj 
militiae disponimui sacra cnentura, ut tmus e numero 
aostro, non qui cor]>oris adeo sed anlmi robore ceteris 
aotbUiret, atque b in prmua voluntarius; pelle ilia 
eo&tectos imae aobiret effigiem, domumque Demo- 
chaHs illatua per opportona Doctis sQentU nobis 

1 5 ianuae faciles pracstaret adi tus. (fee paucos fortbgiiDi 
coUegii soUers species ad muous obeundum arrexerat: 
quorum prae ceteris Thrasyleon faetionlj optione 
delectus ancipitis machinae subivit aleam, iomque 
habUi coho et moUitle traetabili vuitu serene sese 
reeondit. Tunc tenui sarcimine suonnas eras eius 
adaequamuSj et iuncturae hmam> licet gracilem, saetae 
civcomdueotis densitate saepunus; ad ipsum coii- 
finium gulae^ qua cervix bestiac fuerat exsecta, 
Thrasyleonb caput xubire co^mus, parvisque re* 
spiratui circa nares etoeulos daUs foraminibus, for- 
tissimum socium nostrum, prorsus bestiain factuiD, 
inmitUmus caveae modico praestinaUe pretlo, quam 
eoostanti cigore festious irrepsit ipse. 

'^Ad hunc raodum prioribus Inchoatis, sic ad 

16 reliqua falladae pergimus: s^citaCl nomen oninsdam 
Nicanohs qui geuerc Thraeio proditus iusamlcitiae 
siimmum cum illo Demochare colebat, litteras 
aSngimus, ut venationia suae phoiitias bonus amicus 
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neck, 40<i so let it bug (o tbe skin. Tf)en we rued 
off tlie i^evh from ibe back, ss<l cast dual thereon, 
und set it In tbe $un to drjr; end while it was drying 
by the heat of iLe heavenly fire, we made mrrry 
with the flesh, and then we devised with ourselves 
with an oath that one of us, being more valiant than 
the rest, not so much in body as ui courage (so that 
he Would struglitway consent thereto) should put on 
tbe skin, and feigning that be were a bear, should be 
led to Demochares’ house in the night, by wliicb 
means we thought to i)e received and easily let in. 
Many of our brave brotherhood were decorous to play 
the beai’in this subtle sleight, but especially ooe 
Thiasyleon of a courageous cilud was choseu W alt 
Our band to take the risk of this enterprise, ahen 
we ^ut him, very calm in min<l and face, Into the 
bear s skin, which was soft and fitted him finely in 
every point; we buckled fast the edges thereof with 
line stitching, and covered the same, though small, 
with the thick hair growing about it that it might not 
be seen: we thrust his head into the opening ot 
^e bear’s throat where his neck had been cut out, 
and after this we made little holes thioogh his 
nostrils and eyes for Thrasyleon to see out and take 
wind at, in such sort that he seemed a very lively 
and natural beast: when tltls was done, we brought 
him into a cage which we hired with a little money 
for the purpose, and he crept nimbly in after like a 
bear with a good courage. 

“Thus we began our subtlety, and then we 
imagined tbust we feigned letters as though tbey 
came from one Nioaoor which dwelt in the count^ 
of Thrace, winch was of great acquatnlance wiU) 
this Demochares, wherein we wrote that he bad 
sent him, being his friend, the first-fruits of his 
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videretur ornejido muoeri dedicass«. Umque pro¬ 
jects vespers, abusi prseddio teaebrsrum, Thrssy* 
leonis csveam Deicocbsri cuio litteris iMis adulterixds 
ofTehmus, qui mirstjs besti&e ms^itodinen euique 
coatabernalu opportoos libereUtate laetatus lubet 
aobls protiaus gaadii sui gei*a]is decern aareos, at 
ipse habebat, e suis locuiis adnuraerari. Tune at 
novitas consuevit sd repentinaa vislones aitiraos 
hocunuu pellere, multi aumero mlrabuadi bestiaia 
confluebaat, quorum saUs callenter curtosos aspectus 
Thraajleoa noster impetu minaci fi^uenter in> 
liibebat; consonaque dvium voce satis fellx ac 
beatua Democliares ills saepe celebratos, quod 
post tantam cladem feraruai novo proventu quo* 
quo modo fbrtuaae re^teret, iubet aovalibug 
suis confestiin bestUiu summa cum dUigentia de- 
17 portari; sed susdpiens ego ‘C&veas/ inquam 
‘ Doinme, Aagrantis soiis et itineris spatlo fatigatara 
coetul multarum et> ut audio, non reote valentium 
comisittere fenirum. Quin potlus domus tuae patu- 
Jum ac pei'dabilecj locum, inuDO et Iacu aliqao con* 
tenninum refngerantcinque prospicis? An Ignoras 
hoc genus besUae lucos condtoe et speeds roridos et 
fbutes amoenos semper lacubare?' Talibus mon* 
Itis Deraoebares pertenitos numeiuzuqueperditorum 
secQin recenaens, non dlSculter assensus, vt ea ar* 
bltrio Qostro eavesmlocsremos facile permisit. 'Sed 
et nos' inqiism 'Ipslparati sumits Ido ibidem pro 
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coursing aod hunting. When night wm corne^ we 
took cover of the darkness, and brought Tbrasjleou'e 
cage and our forged letters, and presented them to 
Demochares. Wlien Demochares wouderingly beheld 
this mightj bear, and saw the timelj liCeraKty of 
Nicanor his friend, he was glad, and commanded his 
servant to deliver luito u$ that brought him this joy 
ten gold crowns, as he had great store in bis coflers : 
then (as the novelty of a thing doth aoeostom to stir 
men’s minds to behold the same) many persons came 
on every side to see this bear, but 'lliraayleon (lest 
they should by curious viewing and prylug perceive 
the truth) ran often upon them to put them in fesr, 
so that they durst not come nigh. Then tlte people 
said with one voice: 'Verily Demochares is right 
happy, !n thnt, after the deatfi of so many beasts, he 
hath gotten, in spite of fortune, so goodly a bear to 
supply him afresh.' He comoianded that witli great 
care his servants should put liun into the park close 
by, but Z hnmecliately spoke unto hhn and said: 

‘ sir, 1 pray you, take heed how you put a beast 
tired with the heat of the sun and with long travel 
amongst other's which (as I hear say) have divers 
malaxes and diseases; let him rather lie in some 
open place of your house, where the breese blows 
through, yea nigh to some water, where he 
may take air and case himself, for do not you 
know that such kind of beasts do greatly delight 
to couch under shadow of tree^arvl dewy eaves, nigh 
unto pleasant wells and waters ^ ’ Hereby Demo- 
chares, admonished and remembering how many he 
had before that perished, was coittented that we 
should put the bear's cage where we would. More¬ 
over we said unto him: ' n’e oaraelves are detercdned 
to lie all night nigh unto the bear, to look unto him, 
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CATCA ista excubare nodes, ut aestus et veyatfonis 
LnccQjzDodo bestise ^Ugatae et dbum tempestivum 
et potum solitum accoraiius offeramus.* 'Nibil in* 
digemos Ubore isto7«atro;' respond it Ule * Icm paene 
tota faiQ ilia per diutinam coDsuetudiDeto sutriaiulU 
unis exerdtata eat<’ 

18 ** Post haoc val efaeto disoeaelmus et portam civitAtis 
egressi moniuneotum quoddam couspicamur proeui a 
via remoto et abdito loeo posituto. Ibi capulos carle 
et vetuslate lemltectos, quis inbabitabaot pulverei et 
fam dnemi znortoi, pasdm ad futnrae praedae 
receptacula reseramos et, ex diselpllna seetae aervato 
Qoetts inlunio tetopore, quo soronus obvius iu^peta 
primo corda mortallum vaUdiua invadit ac premit, 
cobortem nostram gladiie ennatam ante ipw lores 
Democbaris velut expilationis vadlcooniun dstiiuus. 
Kec setius Tliresyleoii, examusdirn capto nocUe latro- 
dnali momento, proreplt cavea statimque custodes, 
qui propter sopiU quiescebant omaes ad a aura, mox 
etiara iaDitorein ipsum gladio conficit, clavlque sub* 
tracta fores ianuae repandit nobisque pi'ooipte eonvo* 
lantibus et domus alveoreceptls demonatratborreain, 
ubi vespcra sagaciter argentum ccpiosum recondi 
viderat Quo protiaus perA'acto coofertae loanus 
violentia, iubeo aingulos commilitonura asportare 
quantum quisque poterat auri vel argent), et in illis 
aedibus fidelUsimorun mortuonjiu oecultare propere 
rursaraque concito gradu recarrentessardnasiterare; 
quod enim ex uau fbret omniuxu, rae eolura resis- 
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which i$ tired with the heat and bit long; journe 7 > 
and to give him meat and drink at bis due hom/ 
Then he anawend: * Verity, maater*, you need not 
to put youraelTes to such pains: for Z have men, 
yea, almost all ray family of servants, that serve for 
nothing but for this purpose of tending bears/ 

“Then we took leave of him and departed, and 
when we were come without the gated cd the town 
we perceived before us a great sepulchre standing 
out of the highway, in a privy and secret place. And 
thither we went and opened there certain coffins, ball 
rotted with age, wherein we found the corruption of 
man, and the ashes and dust of bis )oug-buried body, 
which should serve to hold the prey we were very 
soon to get: and then, according to the custom of 
OUT hand, having a respect to the dark and moonless 
time of the night when we thought that every man 
was suok in his first and strongest sleep, we went 
with oor weapons and besieged the doors of Demo- 
chares roimd about, in earnest that we were soon to 
plunder the same. Tiien Tbrasyleon was ready at 
hand, seiaiog upon that time of night which is for 
robbers most £t, and crept out of the cage and went 
to kill all such of his guards as he found asleep ; but 
when he came to the porter he slew him also and 
took the key and opened the gates and let us all in : 
and Ire shewed us now in the midst of the bouse a 
large counter, wherein looking sbar|)ly he saw put 
the night before a great abundance of treasure: 
which when by violence of us all we had broken 
open, I bade eveiy one of my fellows take as much 
gold and silver a$ they could quickly bear away, and 
carry it to the sepulchre, and there quickly liide it 
in the house of those dead who were to us moat 
^th ful all ies, and then come soon back to take another 
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teulen pro domus limine cimcta rerum ekploraturum 
sollicite < 2 um rediient; nam et fecies arsae medhs 
aedibus diacurrentla ad proterrendos, el qui de fatnllia 
forte eviglUasent, videbatur opportuua. Quid enun, 
quamuis fbrtis et intrepldus, immani foru^ taotae 
l>estiae noctu praesertlm visitata, non «e ad fiigam 
atatlra concitaret; non obdito cellae pcaralo paveoa et 
trepidus sese cobiberet ? 

19 ''His oiDnibus aalubii consilio recte diepoaitfs 
occurrit scaevus eventus: namqae ditm reduces 
socios ooatros suspeDSus opperior, quidara servulas, 
strepitu Bciiicet divlnitus ioquietja, proserpit leuiter 
visaque bestia, qjae libere discuri’ens totis aediboa 
eommeabat; premens obaixuna silentium veatigiuui 
auutfk replicat et utcnmque cunetis in dome visa prO' 
nuntiat. Kce tnora, cum numerosae famllfae fre- 
questia domos tota completur; tae^lis, lucemU, 
cereis, sebaciig^ et ccterts itoetuml luadnis instru- 
mentis darescunt tenebrae ; nec ioermis quisquam 
<le tanta copia processit, sed singul; fustibu 9 > lanceis, 
destrictls deitique gladiis ermfiti muniunt aclltus. 
Hec secQS cones eCiiuit vennticos, auritos Hloa et 
honicoutcs ad comprinsendam bestiam coboitantur. 

to "Tuoe ego, senstm gliscente adhuc iUo tumultn, 
letrogradi fuga do^no faeesso sed plane Thrasyleo- 
nem mire eanlbus repugoantem, latens pone ianuam 
ipse, prospicio s quamquain enini vitae metas ultt* 
mas obiret, non tamen sui nostrique vel pristinae 
virtotis oblitus iam faucibus ipsis biautfs Cerberi re* 
luctabat: scaenam denique quam sponte sumpserat 
cum aniina retineus, nunc fugiens, nunc resistens, 
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burden; but I, for our common wed, would st&nd 
done at the ^te watchiog diligently when they 
would return, and the bear running about the houae 
would make such of the familj afraid aa forCuned to 
wake and come out: for who U he that is so puiseant 
and courageoue, that at the eight of $c great a mooster 
would not qodl and flee away and keep his chamber 
well barred, especially in the night ? 

‘‘Now w])en we had brought this matter (o so 
good a point, there chanced a pit! fid case; for as I 
looked for niy corapauions that should come from 
the sepulchre, behold there was a boy of the 
house that fortuned to be awaked by the noise, as 
fate would have it, and look out of a window and 
espy the bear numing freely about the house, and 
he went back on his steps H*UpCoe and very secretly, 
and told all the servants, and at once the house was 
filled with the whole train of them. Incontinently 
they came forth with torches, lanterns, candles and 
tapers, and other lights, that they might see all the 
yard over; they came not unarmed, but with clubs, 
spears, and naked swords, to guard the entrances, and 
tKey set on greyhounds and mastics, even those with 

f ’eat ears and shaggy hair, to subdue the poor beast. 

heti 1, during this broil, thought to run away, but 
iiecause I would see Thrasyleou lighting wonderfully 
with the dogs, 1 lay behind the gate to behold him, 
Aud although 1 might perceive that he was at the 
very term or limit of life, yet remembered he hb 
own faithfulness aud ours, and valiantly resbted tbe 

S ping and ravenous mouths of tbe hound of Hell t 
he took well to play tbe part which he so will- 
ingly bad taken in hand himself, and with much 
ado, so long as tbe breath was In hun, now flying 
and now pursuing, with many twistings and turnings 
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VAriis corporis sui schAinis M motibus tandem domo 
prolapsus est. tameD, quamvls publtca potitos 

Jib^ttatO; sslutem fuga qaaerere potuit, quippe cunoti 
canes de prosimo angiportu saUs fari satisqua eopiosi 
vanaUds iiliSj qui commodum dome suniliter inse* 
quantas processarantj sa obmiacent agminstim. 
Misarum fimestomque spactaman aspexi^ Tiirasj* 
laonsra nostrum catervis canum saaviaotiuia cinctum 
atqua obsassum multisqua numaro moraibus lania- 
tum. Deniqae taoti doloria iiDpatiens popuU ciroura* 
fluantis turbalU immisceor, at in quo solo potaram 
calatom auxilium bono farra comrolUtoab sic in* 
dagicis prindpes dehortabar: ' O grande ’ inquara 
' £t axCremum Aagitium, magnam at vara pratJosam 
pardunos bestiaiD.’ Nec tamen nostrl sannoois artas 
infaliciasimo profuaruot iavenJ, quippa quidam pro« 
currans a domo procerus et validus incunotanter Ian* 
caaox madjis iniadt ursae praecordils nec secus alius, 
et eoce plurimi lam timora discusso cerUtun gladios 
etiam da proximo aoJigarunC: aiUmvaro Thrasyleon, 
agtagiam decus nostras factlonls, tandem Immor- 
t^lata digno lllo spirltu axpugnato, nmgis quara 
parientia neque clumora ae na ululatu quidam 
fidem sacramenti prodidit, sed iam morsibua 
laceraCus farroque laniatus, obnixo mu^tu et farlno 
fremita praasentem casnm generoso vigora tolarans 
gloriam sibi raaeraavit, vitam f&to reddidit Tanto 
taman tarrora tautaqoa formidina coeturo ilium tat- 
bavarst, ut usquadilucxilijm, Immo etin multurn diem 
uemo quisqusm fuerlt ausus quamvfs Ucantatn baa* 
tiam ral dlglto conlingara, nisi tandem pigre ac 
timide quidam lanlus psolo fidaotior, utero I>aitjaa 
i?a 
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of bj& bod^, tombled at length out of the bouse; 
but uben he «a$ come to lU)ertj abroad, yet could 
ha not save bloiself bj Bight, for all the dogs of the 
street (whieh were fierce and many) joined them¬ 
selves to tbe greyhoonds and maatifi that bad just 
cone out ot the boose, to chase liim Uke a great 
host: alas, wbat a {utilbl sight it was wbeo our poor 
Tbrasjleon was thus esvlroiied eonpsseed with 
so many furious d^^ that tore and rest bin miser¬ 
ably I Then I, impatient of so great bis misery, ran 
in amongst tbe press of the pec^de, and aiding my 
comrade secretly with my vnwds (for no more could 
I do) exhorted all the leaders of this cbaae in this 
manner: * O extreme mischance, what a pre* 
douB and exeelleot beast do we Joce!' but my 
words did nothing prevail to help the poor wretch. 
For there came raiming out a tall with a spear 
in bis hand, that tbrast bun clean through, and 
afterwards many that stood by, released of tbeir 
fear, drew out tbeir swords, and so they killed him. 
But verily our brave captain Tbrasyleon, the great 
honour of oar band, when his life, that was 
worthy never to die, was utterly overcome, but not 
bis fortitude, would not bewray the league between 
us, either by crying, bowling, or any other means, 
but (being tom with do«, and wonoded with 
weapons) did still send forui a bellowiag cry more 
like that of a beast than of a man: ajtd taking his 
present fortune in good pert,with courage and glory 
enough did finish bis life with such a terror unto 
the assembly, that no person was so hardy (antil it 
was laom, nay, until it was high day) as to touch 
him, though he were a beast sta^ dead: but at last 
there came a batcher more valiant than the rest, 
wbo (opening tbe paunch of the beast) sUt off the 
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T«l «omniJ6 imcalDcns impedire potuit i eC quam* 
quam priusj eum essem Lucius, unico vel ae- 
cundo pane contontua menaa dcccderem, tunc 
ventri tam profundo aervlens iun ferme tertium 
qualujD nimigabam. Haic me operi attoiutum 
SS clan lux opprcaslt: tandcco Itaque aainall varecundix 
ductus, acgcrrune taineu digredieaa rivulo proumo 
sitim leoio. Kec mora, cum latrones ultro anxii 
atqne solUcitl reoeaut, nullum quidcm promts 
sarcinam vel ocmino, Heat vilem, lacinian) ferentes 
sed taotum gladJis toils,^ totia maoiboa, inuito 
factloBis suae ounctia viribua unicaoi virginem filo 
libermlem et, ut autronatus oiu9 IndJcabat, sum- 
matem Tegionls, paallam mehercules et aaiao tall 
concuplsoeDdacn, maerentem et ermes cum veste 
sua lacerantem advebebant. Bam simul intrantea ‘ 
spelimcam verblsque quae dolebat roinora facientes 
sic aUoquuotur; “Tu quidem salutU et pudidtlae 
secura brevem patientiacD nostro coiDpendio tribue, 
quoa ad latam sectam paupertatU neceasitas adeglt. 
Pareutes autem tui de tanto suarum dlvitiarum 
cumulo, quamquaxn satis cupldi, tamen sloe mora 
parabunt scilicet idoneam sui sanguinis redemp* 
tiontm/' 

i* His et bis simiUbus blateratls nequlcquam dolor 
sedatur puellae. Quidni, quae iuter genus $ua 
deposlto capjte sine cnodo flebat t At Oli intro- 

> Th« flnt is sot i& tbs USS> It vw tctstcdt'i fssxM* 
tion to aoppir it alUr giaAHt, 
s Borsiau*! oerrootion of tho U86' 
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dis^ised tbeir £ie«s vitb Tigortf l&e uqCo 6pcetre«, 
tbtj d«fi»rUd, acd jet for ell gr^t ileep tbet 
eene opoo me, 1 could in no wse le«v« eetug* end 
'wbertM, when 1 ivee e mao, I eoold be conteuted 
with one or two loevee et the most, now mj guts 
were so greed j that three peaniers full would scereelj 
serve me i end while I Uhoored at this bosiaess, the 
morning ctxne, being moved bj even an ese’s 
sbeme^^ess, 1 left mj food at last (tboagb well I 
liked it) and at a stream bard bj I quenched mj 
thirst. And suddealj after, the thieve* returned 
home earefol heavj, bringi&g no burdens with 
them, no not so much as one poor cloke, bnt with 
all tbeir swords strength, jea even with the 
might of their whole band, a maiden that 

seemed bv her halnt to be some gentlewoman born, 
and the daogbter of some noble of that countrj, 
who was so iair and beaotiful, that though I were an 
ass, jet 1 swear that I had a greet afection to her. 
Tbe virgin lamented and tore her hair, and spoiled 
her garments for tbe great sorrow sbe was in, bnt 
tbe thieve* bxoggfat her within the cave, and emjed 
to comfort her in this s^: "Weep not, ftir gentle- 
woman, we praj jou, for be jon as sored that we will 
do no outrage or violence to joor person, bnt take 
patience awbiJe for onr profit; for necessity and 
poor estate hath compeUed os to this enteiprise: we 
warrant yoa that yoor parents (although they be 
covetous) from great store wiH be contented 
to give us money enough to redeem and ransom 
you, that are their own blood, from onr hands.” 

With such flattering words they endeavoiued to 
appease tbe gentlewoman: bowheit sbe would in no 
ease be ccenforted, bat pot her head bet«reea her 
knees cried piteously. Then th^ the old 
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vocAUe &ntJi praedpiunt as« 1 den» earn bUndo qu&o* 
tttm p«$aet mUretur alloquio, sequa ad secUe aueta 
coofeniQt. Nec Camao puella qaivit u!!ia aolcolae 
sermonibus ab ineeptU detibus avocari, sed alUua 
dulaas 8«se et aa9i<iui$ siogultibus ilia quatiens mihi 
etiam lacrimu axcusslt, ac sic '* An egoinquit 
Misera, tali domo, taota iamilia, caris ven>ulia, 
tarn sauctis pareotibut desolata et infelicie rapioae 
pneda et mancipium effect*, inque iato sa^eo careers 
ser?iliter clausa et onmibas deliciia, qois innata atque 
innutrita sum, private, sub iacerto satutis et caraifi- 
cinae laniena, iater tot ac tales latrones et horrendum 
gladiatorum populuin, vel detum desinere vel omoiiio 
vivere potero f" Lameotata sic, et anlmi dolore et 
&ncium tundcre et corporis lassitudine £atigata, 
35 marcentea oculos demisic ad soporem; at coouDodun 
coTuuverat nec diu, cum repente Ijmpliatieo ritu 
somno i^ccussa est* longeque vehementius afflictare 
$<ae et pectus etiam p^mis infestis tundere et 
faciem illam lueulentanj verberare incipit, et anicuJae 
qusmquacn instantlsfiiiue causes novi et inataurati 
maerorU requlrcDti sic assuepirans altius indt: " Em 
nunc certe, nunc mauine fundltus perii, nunc spei 
salutiferae renuntlavi: laqueus aut gkdlus aut certe 
praecipitiom procul dubio capessendum est/’ Ad 
haec anus Iratior dicere cam saeviore iam vuUu 
iubebat quid coaluio* deret vel quid repents post* 
liminio prsssas quletis lamentatiooes liesatiosas 
1 SoQiatblii£ — U) tt« lost in tbe USS a^r 
Lnet^haBo'a li tta limpet iasartloQ. 

* It Is quila possibly right to put eommss bafore and afur 
MoIuA, s^ to tranilata: ‘‘Whj was shs wsepiog, t he 
pligusy thing I” 
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womaa aod commasdcd btr to sit bj t h^ 
a&d pacify bcr dolour aa much <is abc might. And 
they departed away to rob, as they aecostovcd to do, 
but the virgin would not assuage her griefs nor 
mitigate her sorrow by any entreaty of tbe old 
woman, bat bowled and sobbed, sbakiiig ber boeotn 
with ber sigbs, in sacb sort that she made the (poor 
aas) likewise to weep, and thus sbe said : " Alas! can 
1, poor wretch, that am come of so good a bouse, 
being now for^en of all my dear parents, my many 
friends aad great house and ^unily, made a rujrioe 
and prey, closed servilely in this stony pHbOit, dC' 
prived of all tbe jileasures wherein 1 have been 
brought up, thrown in danger, ready to be rent ui 
pieces amongst so many sturdy tbievea and dreadful 
robbers, can I (1 say) cease fran weeping or live any 
longer?’* Thus 4ie eried and lament^, and after 
sbe bad wearied henelf with sorrow and beating of 
her breast, she closed the wimlowsof her hollow eyes 
to sleep: but scarce had sbe slept, but she rose again, 
like a furious mad woman, and did affliet herself 
more violently than before, and beat her breast and 
comely face with her emel bands. Then tbe old 
woman emjuired the eanse of ber new and sudden 
lamentation, to whom (sigbmg in picirul sort) she 
answered ; “ Alas 1 now I am utterly oudone, now I 
am ont of all Lope. O, give me a knife to kill me or 
a halter to bang mtt or a preei|M that 1 may throw 
me down therefrom ’*: whereat tbe old woman was 
more angry, and severely eommanded her to tell her 
tbe cause of ber sorrow, and why after her sleep she 
should renew ber dolour and miserable weeping. 
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refj'lctret; "Kunivum'* in<^uit “Tantd coitipendlo 
tii«e redernptiODU defrutbUre iu^enee meos destmat: 
quod »f per^ ultehus^ i&m fk^co lacrimis istb, quad 
parvi penciere )atroo«5 consaeruntj in$up«r hablCia 
viva exurare." 

26 I’ali puella aero^ooe detent, macuque «iiis ex- 
osculatA,''Parce" wquit '‘Mi patens, et durissizDP 
caaui men.pietatis humanae inenior,aab5iste paulolum; 
nee enim, ut reor, aevo loagiore matui'atae Ubi in ista 
saocta duiitie miseratic prorsus exarait. Specta deui- 
que aeaenam a^eae calamiLatis: speclosue aduleseeos 
inter $uos principales, quern filiura publicum omaid 
abi civitaa cooptavit, meus aUoquin consobrmus, tan- 
tule triennio isaior in aetaU, qui mecun primis ab 
annis nutritus et adaltas individuo contubemio do- 
musculae, immo vero cubkuU toriqae saactae caritatia 
affecUone mutuo mihi pi^ieratus, votisque nuptiali- 
bua pacto lugali pridem destinatua, conaeziau paren- 
tum tabulis etiam maritaa Duocupatus, ad Duptioa 
officio frequent! cognatorum et affiniujn stfpatus tem- 
plia et a^ibus pubUds Tictixnaa immohlwt: domus 
tote lauris obsita, taedis lucida constrepebat hyme- 
naemn. Tunc me gi’emio suo mater inielix tolerans 
mondo nuptiali decenter oroobat, mellitisqae satiia 
crebiiter iogesUi iam apem futuram liberorum votia 
ansiia propagabat, cumlrraptionia &ubiUe gladiatoruin 
impetus ad belli faciem saevieua, nudis et infeatis 
miicronibus coruscane; non caedi, non rapJnae raartus 
afferunt, sed denao cooglobatoque euneo cubiculum 
neettom iouadnnt protious: nec ullo de familiaribus 
Dostria repugoante ac oe tantillnm quidem resisteote, 
miseram, exanimem saevo pavore, trepidam ^ de 

I Oadaadorp^aaa^festioaforthaUSS^tf'^ndtf. 
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‘'Wbftt. think XM)/’ quoth (ho, '‘To deceive our 
men of iht price of pour reoeom f No, no 
therefore ceese joor ccyiog, for the thievee do Uttle 
esteem jour teors, eod if ;oo will still weep, I will 
sarelf Iwr* you elire.'’ 

Hereet the iMiden wos greetly efnid, exul kissed 
her heed and e^d: “ O mother, tske pity upon me 
•nd ray wretched fortune, for the uke of humen 
kindness, for I think there be mercy ripe and frank 
in your venerable hoar head, aod hear ^e sum of my 
calamity. There was a comely young man of the 
6rst rank In the city, who for hU bounty and grace 
was beloved entirely as a son of all the town, my 
conajn*gertnain, bat three years older than 1; 
from cur early years we two were nounshed and 
brought op in one bouse, and lay under one roof, 
aye, in one chamber and bed, and at length by 
promise of raarriage aod by eonsent of our parents 
we were by law contracted tc^ether: the marriage 
day was come, ray spouse was accompanied with his 
pareots, kinsfolk, and friends, aod made sacridee in 
the temples and public placesi the whole house was 
garnished wit!) laorel. and torches were set in every 
p]«ce as they chanted in hoooar of Hymeaaeus, and 
when my unhappy mother was pampeiing me in her 
lap and decking me like a bride, kissing me sweeny 
and praying earcestly for the hope of foture children, 
behold there came in suddeoly a great multitode of 
thieves, armed like men of war, with naked swords in 
their bands, who went oot about to do any slaughter, 
neither to Uke anything away, but brake into the 
chamber where I was, aad violently took me, now 
half dead with fear, ont of my mother'a arms, when 
none of the family would fight nor resist ever eo little. 
In this sort was our marriage broken and disturbed, 
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medio nittrifi gremio nptiere. Sic &d iosUr Athn* 
cedis ' «t ProtesiUi dispecUe disturbatce^ae ouptiae. 

^7 Sed ecce sacvlsstmo somnio roihi nunc ctiam redintc* 
gratur, imrao vero comeUtur inforlunjum meum: 
DUD visa sum rnibi de demo, dc thaiamo^ de cuUculo, 
de tCTo dcniquc ipso viokntcr extracta per solitudines 
aviaa uifortunatissimi mahti nomen invocare, eumque, 
tft phmum meis ampleaibus viduates cst, adbuc un- 
guentis madidum, cctoais florid uin cooseqiii vestigio 
me pedibas fugienterc alienis: utque clamorc petxito 
fonnosae raptom uxcris conquerens populi testatur 
auxlliUD); qaidam da laDouibus importanae perse- 
cutionia indignalione permotus saxo grandi pro pedi* 
bus arreptc nilselluju iuTcnem maritam meuro per* 
cussum interemit: talis aspectus atrocitate perterrita 
Bomno fvoesto povens excussa sum/’ Tunc detibus 
eius assuspirans anus uc incipit: “ Bono animo esto, 
mi herilis, nec vanls sonmiorum figmentls terreare: 
nam praeter quod diurnae quietia imagines falsae 
l>erliibenturj tuuc etinm nocturnae vislones contrarioa 
eventus noonunqusux pronnntiunt Denique Acre et 
vapularc et nonnuiiqeinm iiigcilari lucrosuni prosper* 
uroque prorentuni nuntiiint, contra rfdere et meliitis 
dulcioiis ventreni aaginsreTe! in voluj>tat«in Vene* 
ritiQ eonvenire tristitiae aoiint, langiiori corporis 
damnisque ceteris attxiatum Iri praedicant. Sed ego 
te narrationibus lejUdis aiiiitbusque fabuHs protinns 
avoetbo ”; et incipit: 

S8 “ Erant in qua^m civltate rex et regina: hi tres 
numero filias forma conapieuas babuere, sed maiores 
quidem natu, quamvia gratissisna specie, idonee 
tameo celebrari posse laadibas humanis credebantur, 

* So Ssroaldos for tbe MSS' 
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likft thtf nurriife of Hippodaouft awH Prot^^aw: 
but bobold, good iDotbor, oow by ooluppy fortune is 
renewed end incressed: for I dreeoied in my sleep 
thet f WM puJled on t of ov r bouse, ont of our chember, 
end oat of my bed, end tbnt I reiu&ed sboat in soUtnry 
end unknown pieces, esUing upon the ojune of my 
uufbrtunete busbend, end tbet be, when he wss 
robbed of my embnce, even sQll sineUiog of per> 
fumes snd crowned with garfinds, did tntee me by 
steps es f Bed on feet not tran^t own, deoriogtbe 
nid of the people to assist him, in that bis fsir wife 
WAS violently stolen ewsy: wd m be went crying up 
end down, one of the thieves, moved with indignstiou 
by reuoQ of his |>ur$uit, took up i greet stoae thstUy 
at his feet aod threw it at my husband, poor youth, 
and killtfl him: by the terror of which sight I awaked 
in fear from so dreadful a sleep.” Then the old woman, 
renderiug out like sighs, began to speak in this sort: 
“ My lady, take a good heart onto you, and be not 
H^d at feigned cr strange rtskuis ta dreams, for as 
the vwods of the day are sccoonteil and untrue, 
so the visions of the night do often chance contraiy: 
and indeed to dream of weeping, beating, and killing 
is a token of good Jock prosperous change, 
whereas eontrary, to dream of laugung, filling the 
helly with good cheer, or dalliance of love, is sign of 
sadness of heart, sickness of body, or other displeasure. 
But I will tell thee a pleasant old unves’ tale to put 
away all thy sorrow and to rerire tby spirits ”; 
so she began in this manner: 

There was sometime a certain king, inhabiting 
In the west parts, who had to wife a noble dsme, by 
whom he had ^ree daughters esteeeding fair: ^ 
whom the two elder were of most comely shape and 
hrau^, yet they did not excel all praise and 
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si vero pnelUe iunioris Um pMCCipus, taro prseclars 
pulchritudo nec exprimi AC ne sufficicntAT quldero 
Isudari sermonis hnmam penuna powrat. MulCi deni- 
que dvium et advenae eopiod, quoseximn epectacuU 
rumor studiosa celebriUte congregabat» msccessae 
formosilaUs admirsUone atupidl et admoventes ori* 
bus suia dexteram prfraorc diglto in wectim pollicem 
residonte nt ipssm prorsus deam Vcnercm r<ne«- 
Untur religions adorationibus. Unique ppoxlmas 
cixitotes et attiguas regiones fama pervaserat deam, 
qoam caemlum pwrfundum peUgi peperlt et ros apu- 
diantiuCQ ductuum educavit, lam nurainis sui paaalm 
WbnU venia in mediifi convereari popuU coetibus, vel 
eerte rurtum no?o caelesUum sdllarum geimine non 
maria, sed terras Venerem allam, vi^nali flore prae* 
dltam, pallulaase. Sic immensum procedit in dies 
opinio, sic insuUa lam proxumes et terrae pluMulum 
ppovinclasque plorimas fama porrecta pervagator: 
iam multi mortalium longis itiiieribue atqnc altissitnis 
roaris meaUbus ad saeculi specimen gloriosum con- 


fluebant: Paphon nemo, Cnidon nemo sc ne ipsa 
quidem Cythera ad oonspectum deaeVeneri^ navlga- 


^ As lu Uu oodaro aeltesa’s gcswrs of *‘blowis, 
pligy {A'aHtral ffiftorf, OTUL S) MlU o8 tbat " ' 


; A klM.*' 
0 adorlni 
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coiC4Q«ndfttioci <£ mortAl spcMb i bat the mpgulor 
passing b««utjtn4 nuijdaiiljmsjtttyaf tb« youngest 
OMgbter v«s so Cir exe d lent, tb«t no eorthJj toogae 
eould by any raeans sufficientJy express or set out the 
same: by reason whereof the eitisens nnd strangers 
there, being inwardly pricked by seelous affection 
to behold ber fiunous penoo, eune daily by tbou* 
sands to see ber, and os ostooied with edmimtion of 
ber incompenble beooty did no less woisKip and 
reverence ber, bringing tbeir right hands to their 
lips,^ with the fore6nger laid og^iAst the thumb, os 
tok ens, and with other divine edontioos, os if she were 
Lady Venus indeed: and shortly after tbs fame was 
spread into the next cities and b^ering regions that 
the goddess whom the deep seas hod iMme and 
brought forth, and the froth of the foaming waves 
hod nourished (to the intent to shew her high 
moguiAcency and power in earth to such u before 
did honour wocohip her) was now conversant 
amongst mortal men, or else that the earth and not 
the seas, by a new coneoom and LnHueoce of the 
celestial planets, bod budded and yielded forth a 
oew Venus, endoed with the Aower of virgmity. So 
daily more and more increased opisuca, and now 
was her dying dispersed into the .nest islands 

and well nigh toto every pert end province of the 
whole world. Wbereupoo innumerable strangers 
resorted from for countries, adventuring themselves 
by long journeys on land and by great travels on 
water, to behold this wonder of the age. By occasion 
whereof such a contempt grew towards the goddess 
Venus, that no person trarefied unto the town 
Pspbos nor uoto Ceddos, no nor to the isle Cythers 

th« sods sod dtass tev oi ae ce to their iaagea. ws me to Um 
our right head osa tarn about wUk oo wfew body." 
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baat Sacr« diae praetereuctur, tempU delbiroAotur; 
pulvinaria prcUruntur,^ ceeritnoniae negleguntur; in* 
coronAta stmalacn et arae viduae Aikido ciaere 
foedataa. Puellae npplicatur, tt m bumaiiis mul¬ 
tibus deae tantae numbu placantur, et In matutiun 
progressu Virginia victimia et eimlia Veneris abseaUs 
nomen propitiatur, iamque per plateas eomoieaiiteis 
populi frequenter floribua sertia et solutia appiv- 
cantur. 

Haec hunoruin caelestium ad puellae mortalls 
cnltum ixnmodicft translatio verae Veneris vebe* 
menter incendit viimoSj et uupatiens indlgnatt^s, 
c^te quaasanti fremeas altios, sic secum diaserit: 

SO ‘ £n rerom naturae ptisca pareoa, en elemeutorura 
oiige mitialis, ea orbla totius alma Venud, quae cum 
mortali puella partiaiio inaiestatla honore tractor et 
ncmeo meom caeb conditum terrenis sordibua pro* 
fanator! Kimirum cosamuni iiumiiiis piamento 
vlcariae venerationia incertum sustinebo, et Ima- 
gineiD meam circumferet puella morltura. Frustra 
me paster ille, cuiua iuatitiam fideinque magnua 
comprob&vit lupiter, ob eximiam apeciem tantis 
praetubt deabus. Sed non wleo geudene Uta« quae- 
cumque est^ meos honores uaurpaverit: lam faxo 
* SiiDkilos* eorrectico of tbe iliiS’jpr^rruftfvr, 
l$S 
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to worship btf. Her lituTp«$ were left ou^ b« 
temples defaced, ber conches ^ contemned, bet cere- 
monies Deflected, end her here situs aoswept sad 
fool with sshes of old beroi escrifice. For why, 
every person honoored snd worshipped this msiden 
iutesd of Vemu, cslIiA^ apoa the diTiiutj of thst 
gr^t goddess lo s hsmso form, snd io the morning 
St ber first coming sbroed, offered unto her oblsUons, 
provided bsn^uets, celled her by the usme of Vemts 
which W4S not Venns indeed, end in her braonr, ss 
she wslked in tbe streets, presented flowers snd 
g&rlsnds in most reverent fasbloo. 

<*ThU sudden change sod nlteration of celestial 
honour unto tbe worship of a mortal n^ideo did 
greatly inflame and kin^e the mind of very Veoui, 
who (unable to temper herself from iadignation, 
shaking her in raging sort) reasoned with her< 
self in this manner: * Behold I, the original of natu re, 
the first beginning of aB the elements, heboid I, tbe 
Lady Venus of sS tbe world, am now joined with a 
mortal maidcD as a partaker of my honour my nune, 
registered in the dty of heaven, is profaned and 
made vUe by terreoe absurdities. If I tball suffer 
any mortal creature to present my majesty in earth, 
and must be content with sharing the gc^bead 
receiviog worship throogh other, or that any girl 
that ooe day is to die bear abwt a false sur* 

oiaed shape of my peraoo, then in vain ad Paris 
that shepherd (in whose jost jodgenent sod con¬ 
fidence tbe gr^ Jupter had affiaoce) prefer me 
above tlm oJier great goddesses for the ex c ellen c y 
of my beauty: but Use, whatsoever she be. shall oot 

1 /‘ufinnoriir .* ciukioua msd te owsaia pebbo fraatf snd 
proeessiooa ot the luda 
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huius ettAcn ipsius illicitae fonnositatis paeniteat.* 
Bt vocat eonfeetiiD paerum mum pinoatum 111 pin ct 
aatis temerarlum, qui rnalia auis moribua cratempta 
disciplizu publica, fUmniis et aagittis armatus per 
alieoaa doroos nocte discurrena et oouiiijm matH. 
monia corrutnpeiw iaipune ooramittit tanta /Tagitia, 
et nihil prorsus benl facie. Hunc, qiiamquam genulna 
lleentja proeacem, verbis quoque iniuper stimulat et 
perducit ad illam eivitatea et PsTcbea—hec enim 
51 nomme paella aancupabatur—coram ostcndit el, 
toU ilia pcrlata de formoaitatis aemulatlone fabula, 
gctDCDS « frcmena indigDalione ‘ Per egote' inqult 
‘ Mateniae caritatis foedera dcprecor, per tuae aagit- 
tae dulcla vulnera, per flammac ialius mellitas uic- 
dine*, vindictam tuae pareuti sed plcDaoi tribue et 
in pulehritudioem contumacem acreriter* vindica, 
idque uniua ct prae omnibua unicum volens effiec; 
Tijgo Ula amore flagraotjaaimo teneatur homini* 
extremi, quern et dignitatis ct patrimonii simul et 
iacolumitetis ipsius Fortuna damnavit, tanaque in* 
fimi lit per totum orbem non inveoiat miseriae suae 
comparem.' Sic effata, et osculis hiantlbus lilium diu 
ac prcssule savlaU proximaa orae reflui litoria petit, 
plantisqne rosels vibrantiuBi fluctuum summo we 
caleato, ccce lam proiuadum» maris aodo resedit 
vcrtice, et, ipsum quod inciplt velle, et statim, quaai 
pridcia praeseperit, non moratur marlniuo obse- 


» The Has bar# which dees notaaks vary ffood 

senaa. Ths altaratioa la dw te Brant "7P>0(j 

* Tb# HSS and old«r editions had profttndi, la which case the 
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for nought h*vo usurped boDOur, hot ebe thnll 
shortly repont her of ner onU'rf'al loreliDets/ 

Then by &ad by $h« called her winged mb Cupid, 
rush enough end hnrdy, who by his eril manners, 
contemning all publJo joatiee and law, insed with 
fire and arrows, ronning op aod down in the nights 
from house to house, and currupliug the lawful 
msrnages of every person, doth DOtfaing (and yet he 
is not punished) l»t that whJeh is evil: and although 
he were of his own |«oper natnre nfitient prone to 
work mischief, yet she egged him forward with words 
and brought him to the and shewed him P^ebe 
(for so the maiden was called) and having told him oi 
her rival beaaty, the cause o^ her aoget, not without 
great rage, * 1 pray thee,’ quoth she, ‘ My dear child, 
\yy the m^erly bond of love, by the sweet wounds 
of thy piercing darts, by the pleasant heat of thy lire, 
revenge fully the injury wbi<^ is done to thy mother 
upon the false sjid disobedient beauty of a morUl 
maiden i and this beyood ell I pray thee without 
delay, that she may fall in desperate love with the 
most miserable creature living, the most poor, the 
most crooked, end the most vile, tbet there may be 
none fonnd in all the world of like wretchedness.' 
When she had spoken these words, she embraced 
long and kissed often her son, and took her voyage 
towards the shore hard by, where the tides fiow to 
and fro: and when she was come there, and had 
trodden with her rosy feet upon the top of the 
trembliug waters, then the deep sea became ex¬ 
ceeding calm apon ito whole surface, and at her will, 
as though she had before gven her bidding, straight- 

b* tbaiTeaoa toofc bar aaas oa the am. KcaMar^a 
c«rrMt^ pr<yW«* mtataattw, as la oh. «) ia s gr^ 
mfaoTamvDt, sad tiw iobm dow u shat tha laa bocama oalm. 
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« 

Grftecua et lomcus, propter MileMae conditorem sic 
Latine dorte re$pondit: 

85 * Montis in excels! scopnlo, rex^ »ste pudlem 

Oroetem mundo fonerei tb&Iemi: 

Kec speres generura mortali stirpe crestum, 

Sed s&evara at^ue ferum vipereumque malum, 
Qnod pinnis voUtans super aethera euncta fatigat 
FUmisaque et ferro suiguU debiltUt; 

Qaod tremit ipse lovis, quo nomtna terrificantur, 
FldEUinaque horrescunt at Stygiae tanebrae.' 

Kei, olim beatus, affatu sanctae vatidnationia accepto 
pigens irlstisquc retro domumpergitsuteque coniugi 
sortia enodat in&usUe. Maeretur, Hetar, 
IsmenUtur diebua plusculis: sed diraa sortis iazn ui- 
get taeter aSe<^3, Jam feralium nuptiarum miserri- 
oiae vlrgiai cbora^um stniitor, iam taedae lumen 
atrae fuliginis clnere marcescit, et sodus tibiae eygiae 
muUtui in querulum Lydii cnoduco, cautusque Uetus 
hymenaei lugubri fioitur nluJatu, et puella naptura 
deterget lacrimas Ipso sno Aommeo. Sic affectae dO' 
iBUS trisle fatum cuncU etiam ciritas congemebat, 
lucluque publico confestim congtuens edicitur ins- 
titlum. 

94 " Sed mooitis caelestibua parendi oecessitaa miael* 

Ihid PajchenaddestinaUmpoenameSlagitabat: per- 
fectis igitur feralls thaUmi cam summo inaerora 
soUcmiilbustoto prosequeate popelo vivum produd- 
tur fuQua et lacrlmo«a ?»ycbe comitatur noo nuptiaa 

m 
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Ulletb titis MUenao uJe, gave aaawer m Latin 
verse, the sense vrhereef was this: 

‘ Let Psyche's eerpae be clad in mourning weed 
And set on ro^ of yonder bill aloft: 

Her busboad is no wight of huroan seed. 

But serpent dire and 6erce as may be thought, 
Who flies with wings above in sta^ shies 
And doth sabdne each thing with flery flight. 
The gods themselves and powers that seem so 
wise 

Wi^ mighty Jove be sabjeet to his might; 

The rivers black and deadly floods of pain 
And eke as thrall to him remain,* 

The king, bcforetimes happy, when he beard the 
prophecy of Apollo, returned home sad and sor¬ 
rowful, and declared to his wife the miserable and 
unlwppy fate of his daughter: then they began to 
lament and weep, and passed over many days In 
great .sorrow. But now was the sad fulfilment of 
the oracle at hand, now the time approached of 
Psyche's faneral marriagej preparatkm was made, 
the torches burned weakly with Wack and sooty 
flame, the pleasant sound of the nuptial flute was 
turned into the sad Lydian stpaini, the melody of 
Hymeoaeus was ended with deadly howling, the 
maiden tlmt should be married did wipe her eyes 
with her veQ ; all the people of the ci^ wept likewise 
the gloomy fate of a Mien bouse; and with great 
lamentation was ordained a public mourning for that 

But necessity compelled that poor Psyche should 
be brought to her appointed doom, aecording to the 
divine commandment; and wh^ the solemnity of 
the wretched wedding wu ended wetb great sorrow, 
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$ed «€quia* 9«e$. Ac dum nwcsti parent©® «t Unto 
maio percill Defcriarei fiwlnus pcrficere cuncUntur, 
lp» ilU filia Ulibua COS adborUtur «kribu8: ‘ Quid 
infcllcem eenecUm fleta diutino cruciatis? Quid 
spirituw oestrum, qui nugis meus cst, crebris cinla* 
tibus fttigatis ? Quid lactimis inefficacibns or© mihi 
venerands foedatis i Quid loceratis in vestris oeulis 
m©8 lumiiu ? Quid c»nitiem somditis ? Quid pec* 
tora, quid ubera sancU tunditis ? Msec erunk vob»9 
egre^e forrooaUtis meae praeclara praeroia? In* 
vidiae nefame IcUU plsga percusel sero aentltia. 
Cem gerrtes et popuU celcbrarent nos divinis honoii* 
bus, cum novam me Vencrem or© consono nuncu- 
parent, tunc dolere, tuoc dere, lone me jam quasi 
peremptam logcre dcboislis : iam aenlio, iare video 
aolo me nomine Veneris peiisse. Ducite me, ct cui 
»TS addixit ecopulo sirtitc: festino ftlices isUa nup- 
tias obire, fesUno generosum ilium maritum meum 
ridere. Quid differo? Quid detrecto venientem 
»5 qui toHus orbis ewtio nalos est ? ’ Sic profata virgo 
eonWeoit ingreseuque iam valido i>ompae popuH pro- 
sequentts scse miseoit. Itnr ad conrtitutum scopu* 
lum monlis ardui, cuius in aummo cacumine sUtutam 
puellam cuncti deserunt, Uedasqne nuptiales, quibus 
praeluaerant, ibidem lacrimls suis extlnctaa relin. 
quentes deiectis capitibus domuitionem parent, et 
miseri quidem parentea eius Mnla dade defessi 
clausae domus abrtrusi tenebris perpetaae nocti sese 
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all the people followed the liviof corpse, ttd they 
we&t to bring this aorrowftl spouse, not to her 
marriage, but to her fiwl eod and burial. And 
v/biJe the father and mother of Psyche did go for¬ 
ward, weeping and cr y in g azid delaying to do this 
enterprise, nycbe onto them in this sort: 

‘ Why torment yon yo«r unhappy age with continual 
dolour? Why trouble yoa your breath, which is 
more rather mine than yours, with these many cryings ? 
Why soil ye with i.i$eleiiis tears your faces which I 
ought to adore and worship ? Why tear you my eyes 
when ye tear yours ? Why pull you your hoar hairs ? 
Why knock you your breasts tlmt are holy to me ? 
Now you see the reward of excellent beau^: 
now, DOW, you perceive (bol too late) the deadly 
plague of envy. When the people thd honour me 
with divine honours and all together call toe new 
Venus, then you should have grieved, then you 
should have wept, then you should have soirowed, 
as though 1 had been then dead: for now I see and 
perceive that I am c«n€ to this misery by the only 
naffie of Venus. Bring me, and (as fbrtone hath 
appointed) place me <m the top of the rock •, 1 
greatly desire to end my bappy marriage, I greatly 
covet to see my noble husband. Why do I delay r 
Why should I refuse bim that is appointed to 
destroy all the world r * Thus ended sbe her words, 
and thrust herself with strong gait amongst the people 
that followed: then they brought her to the ap¬ 
pointed rock of the high hJH, and set her tbereon 
and so departed. The tor^tes and lights were put 
out with the tears of the people, and every mas 
gone home with bowed heads: the miserable parents, 
well nigh consumed with sorrow, closed themselves 
, in their palace and gave themselves to everlasting 


r.UOIUS A PU LEI us 

dedidere. Psjchen autem pavent^m ae tre|^dan 
et in ipso scopuli vertiee dedentem mltis aura mol- 
Hter spiranCls Zephyri, nbratia hinc mde laciniis «t 
reflate sino, sensim levataio suo tranqulUo spiritu 
vehene paulatim per de^exa rupis excelsae, vallia 
subditee florentis eaeapitia gremio leniter deiapsam 
reclinat 
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dArknesB. Thus poor Ps^i^e being left ftlone ‘weep- 
in g And trembling 4 a tbe highest top of the rock, there 
came A gentle air of aoftlj breathing Zephynis and 
carried her ftom the bOl, with a meek wind, which 
retained her garments op, and by little and little 
brought her down into a deep ralley, where she was 
laid in a soft grassy bed of most sweet and fragrant 
dowera 


LIBER V 


I " PaycHB ieneris et berbosis in ipw toro ruecidi 
^aminie sunve «cubuns, tante incotis pertorbatioDe 
s<data, dulca conquievit. lamque sufBcienti recreata 
somno placido r«surgit animo : vldet lucum procahs 
et raatts arboribvs consitom, vldet fontem vitreo latice 
perlucidom medio luci raeditullio. Prope fcatls al- 
lapsum domus regia eat, aedlHcata non humanis 
maniNa aed divinU artibos: iam a«les ab introitu 
prj)no del cuiuapiam luculentum et amoenum videre 
te diversorlum. aunnna laquearla, citro et ebore 

curiose cavata, subeunt aureae columnae, parietea 
omnes urgenteo caeinmine oontcguntor, beatils et id 
genus pecudlbus occarrcntibus ob oa inb’oeimtium. 
Minis prorsum homo, immo semideua vel certe deus, 
qui magnae artia subUlitate tantum eferavit argentoju: 
enimvero paviraenU ipsa lapide pretioso caesim de- 
mijiuto in vnrla picturae genew diacrimiDantur: 
vebomenter iterum ae saepius beatos lllos qoi super 
geiumas et nionjlia calcant! lam ceterae paites longe 
iOO 
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b«izig sw«et]j‘couched cmongst 
the soft uul tender bert«, u in e bed of dewf grass 
Aod&sgnnt flowers, end ^riogqaslified the troubles 
sud thoughts of her restless mind, wu now well 
reposed : end when she refreshed herself suffix 
cienti; with sleep, she rose with s more quiet snd 
mind, and fattoaed to espj s plenssnt wood 
environed wi^ greet and mighty &ees, end likewise 
a running river as cleat as crystal ; in the middest 
and very heart of the woods, well nigh at the fall of 
the nver, was a pruacely edifice, wrooghtand bnilded, 
not by the art or hand of man, but by the mighty 
power of a god : and yoa would ;ud^ at the Bret 
entry therein, that it were some pleasant and worthy 
mansion for the powers of heaven. For the embow* 
ings above were corioasly carrea out of cibon and 
ivory, propped and onderaoined with jnllan of gold; 
the walls covered and seeled with silver ; divers sorts 
of beasts were graven and carved, that seemed to 
encounter with such as entered in: all things were 
so carlously and finely wrooght, that it seemed either 
to be the work of some demigod, or God himself^ that 
put all t hese beasts into silver. The pavement was 
all of precious stone, divided and cut one from another, 
wharfs was carved divers kinds 4^ pictures, In sach 

•-^rSat blessed and thrice blessed were they which 

might go upon sach a pavement of gems and oma- 

201 



LUCIUS APULKIUS 

Uteqae dispositas domus &iot pretio pratioeae toti<^ue 
parietea aolidatl masaU aureie splcndora proprio corufi' 
east, ut diem suum domua &eiat licet sole no- 
lante; sfc cubicda, sic pordcus, sic ipsae valvae ful¬ 
gurant. Nec aetiuB opes ceterae maieetati domus 
respondent, at equldem illud rente videatui ad con- 
Teraationera buroanain magno lovi fobneatum oaeleste 
palatiom. 

S '* Invitata Payebe taliom locomm oblectatione 
propius acceasit et paulo ddentior intra liosen sese 
&cit, noz prolectante studio palcberrimae vteionis 
rinatur singula et aJCrinseeue aedlun horrea sabUml 
fabrics perfecta magsisque congesta gasls conspicit; 
uec est quicquan quod ibinon a$t: sed praeter cete- 
ran tantarum divitiarum admiradoDem hoc erat 
praecipue lulndcam, quod nullo ^ineuloi nullo claustro, 
nuDo cusCode todus orbis thesaurus LUe nsuniobatur. 
Haec ei summa cum voluptate visenti ofTert sese vox 
quaedam corporis sui auda, et*Qufd/ inquit ‘X>o* 
mina, t^tis obstupescis opibus? Tua sunt baec 
omoia. Prohinc cubiculo te I'efer, et lectulo lassitu- 
diaem refove, et ex arbitrio Uvacrum pete. Nos 
quarum voces accipis, tuae faiaulae ; sedulo tibi prsa* 
miaistrabimus nec corporis curatae tibi regales epulae 
morabuntur.' 

S “ Sensic Psyche divinae providentiae beadtudiuem 
monitusqae, voces iaformes audiens, et prius soinno 
et mos lavaero ^UgsUonecu sui diluit, visoque slatim 
proximo semirotando snggestu, propter instrumenturo 
£02 
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menu: erery pert end e&^le of tbe hoose vu so 
well edomed by tbe jHveioue stooe$ end ioeetuseble 
treisure there, esd tbe walls were so solidly built up 
with great blocks of gold, that glittered aod shone 
in such sort that tbe obambers, porebea, and doors 
gave out the light of day «s it had bees the son. 
Neither otherwise did the other treeave of the house 
disagree usto sogreet a mejes^, that verily it seemed 
in every point a beaveoly palace fabricated and 
builded for Jupiter himself wherein to dwell emoiig 
men. 

" Then Psyche, moved with delccUtiOQ,approeched 
nigh, end Ukrng a heart entered into the bouse 
led on by the of that right, aod beheld every¬ 
thing there with great affectioo : she saw storehouses 
wrought exceeding fine, and repteoisbed withabnnd- 
aitce of riches, and finally, there could nothing bo 
devised which lacked there, but amongst such great 
store of beasare, was more marrellous, that there 
was no closure, bolt, or lock, aod no goardian to keep 
the same. Aod when with great pleasure she viewed 
all these things, she heard a voice without any body, 
that said: ‘Why do yon marvel, lady, at so great 
riches > Behold all that yon see is at your command¬ 
ment : wherefore go yoo into tbe chamber and repose 
yourself npon tbe bed, and desire what bath yoa will 
have, and we, whose voices you hear, be yoar ser¬ 
vants, and ready to minister unto you according to 
your desire: in the mean season, when you have 
refreshed your body, royal meats and daiaty dishes 
shall be prepared for you.' 

“Then Psyche perceived tbe felici^ of divine 
providence, snd according to the advertisement of 
the incorporeal voices she first reposed herself upon 
tbe bed, and then refreshed her body in the batb. 

fiOl 
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«enatorlum raU refectui suo conm^um, libens ao 
enmbit. Et illico vini nectarei eduliumque variorum 
fercula copioaa, aullo aervlente sod tajitum $piriCu 
quodam uapulsa, snbmioiatrautur: aec queroquam 
Umaa iJIa videre poUrat, sed verba Untum audlebat 
excidentU et solas voces famulas habebat. Post 
oplmss dapes quidam introceasit et cantavit invlsus 
et a^lus citharam pulsavit, quae videbatur nee ipsa: 
tuoc modulatae multitudirus conferta vox aures eius 
affertur, ut, quamvls bominum nemo pareret; choros 
tamen esse pateret. 

4 “Finitis voluptatibus, vespera suadente, concedit 
Psyche cubituxa, iarnque provecta nocte clemeDS 
quidam soQua aures eius accecUt Tunc virginltati 
suae pro taatasolitudine metuens et pavet et horrescitj 
et quovis roalo plus tbset quod ignorat: iamque 
aderat ignobibs cnaritus et torum inscenderat et 
uxorem sibi Paychen fecerat et ante lucis eaortum 
popere discesserat; statini voces cubieulo pmesto* 
latae novam nuptam interfectae virginitatis enrant. 
Haec diutioo tempore sic agebantur, atque, ut eat 
natura redditunj, oovitas per assiduam consnetudioem 
delectationem ei commeodarat, et soous Vocis iii> 
eertae solitodinie ei’at solacium. Interea parentes 
eius iixdefesso tuetu atque mserore consenescebant, 
latiusque poirecta fame sororea illae maiores cujicta 
S04 
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This done, she saw the teble gemished witli meets, 
and a roand ebsir to ^ down, aod gladly reposed 
henelf beside the array for dining, which she tboogbc 
was set aery coaremeatly for her refreshment. Then 
sQaigbtway all sorts of wines like nectar were brought 
in, and plentifu) dishes of divem meats, not by any¬ 
body but as it were by seme dirine spirit or breath, 
for she coold see no penon before her, but only hear 
words falling on erery side, and she bad only voices 
to serve her. After that all the rich services were 
brought to the table, one came In and sang invisibly, 
another played on the harp, and that, too, oouJd not 
be seen ; the harmony of a large concooree did so 
greatly thrill in her ears, that tboogh there were no 
manner of person, yet seemed de io the midst of 
A great quire. 

"All these pleasores finished, when oigbt a^ 
preached Psyche went to bed j when she was 
laid, and the night ftr advanced, still a sweet sound 
came about her ears ; then she grea^J feared for her 
virginity, because she was a]m>e; she trembled and 
quaked the more (or that sbe knew not whst evil 
might come to pass. Then came her unknown husband 
to her bed, and after that be made her his very 
wife, he rose in the morniDg before day and departed. 
Soon after came those iavisiUe voices, consoling the 
bride for that virgini^ sbe bad ioet» aod thus she 
passed a great while: and so (a« it naturally hap* 
pened) that whkh was first a novels, by continual 
custom did at last teing her great pleasure, but 
specially the sound of the voicea was a comfort unto 
her b^ng alone and knowing notbiog of her estate. 
During this time her frtber and mo^er did nothing 
but weep and lament in their old age, and the fame 
of it was all blown abroad, and her two sisters, 
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cognonnt; prop<requ« mA«stae &tqiie lugubres deserto 
Lsre cerUtim ad p&r«Dtum suoram conspectum ft&- 
tunque perrexartrit 

i “Ea node ad suam PsfoheQ ale Infit mtntua 
(napque praeter ocalos et manibus et aurtbus Is non 
nibil seatiebatur): ' Psyche dulcissima at cars uxor, 
exlUabile tibi pehcalum minatur fbrtona saevlor, quod 
observandum presslore cautela coDseo. Sorores, tam 
tuae mortis opioione turbatae tuumque vestigium 
requirentes, scopulum istum protioua aderunt, quaruRi 
si quas forte lamentation es acceperis, neque re> 
spondeas, immo cec prosplcias omnino ; eeterum 
mibi quidem gravissiraum dolorem, tlbl vero summum 
ereabis exitaom/ 

''Ajtnuit et ex arbitric mariti sc f&cturam spo- 
pondit, sed eo slruul cum nocte dilapso diem totuni 
lacrimis ac plaagoribus misella consumit, se none 
maxime prorsus periase iteians, quae beati carccrU 
cuatodia saepta et bomaDoe conversatiotiis eolloquio 
vidoata nee sororibus quidem suU de se maerentibus 
opem saJutarem ferre ac ne videre eaa qoidem omnino 
posset; nec lavacro nec cibo nec ulU denique 
feetione recresta fens abertim decesslt ad sonuium. 

6 Nee mora, com paulo maturius lectum maritus ac- 
cnbaDS,eamque etiamnuac lacrimantemcoraplexas,uc 
expostuiat: ‘ Haceine mfbi pollicebare. Psyche mea f 
Qaid iam de te tuua maritus expeeto, quid spero? 
Et perdla et pemox nec inter amplexus coniugales 
desinis cruciatjxo. Age iam nunc ut voles et animo 
tuo damnosa poscenti pareto: tantum roemineris 
meae seriae monitioois cum coeperis sero paeoitere.’ 
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he*rfng of hor niOAt miserable fortune, ceme with 
great dolour aod sorrow to see aad speak with their 
parents. 

"Now on that very night Psyche's husband spake 
unto her (for she might not know him with her eyeS) 
hat only with her hands and ears) and said; ‘ 0 my 
sweet spouse and dear wife, fortune doth menace unto 
thee imminent peril and danger, whereof I wish thee 
peatly to beware: fur know thou that thy sisters, 
minking thou art dead, be greatly troubled and will 
soon come to the mountain by thy footsteps; whose 
lamentations, if thou fortune to hear, beware tliat 
thou do in no wise either make aaswer or look up 
toward them. Por if thou do, thou sbalt purcluse to 
me a great sorrow, and to thyself utter destruction.* 
Psyche (hearing her husband) promised tliat she 
would do all things as he coimnanded, but after that 
he was dejiftrted, and the night passed away, she 
lamented and cried all day following, thinking that 
now she was past all hope of comfort in that she was 
both closed within the walls of a fine prison, deprived 
of human conversation, and commanded not to aid or 
assist her sorrowful sisters, no, nor once to see tUem. 
Thus she passed all the day in weeping, aod went to 
bed at night without any refeebon of meat or bathing, 
but incontinently after come her husband earlier than 
be was wont, who (when he had embrnced her sweetly) 
as she still wept, began to say: ‘Is it thus that you 

C 'orm your promise, my sweet wife ? What do 1 
here, that am your husband f What have I to 
hope? Pass you all the day and the oiglit in 
weeping, and will you not cease even in your hus¬ 
band’s arms ? Go to, do what you will, purchase 
your own destruction, and when you find it so, then 
remeiabcr my words repent, but too late/ 
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"Tuoc UIa pr^cibtis «t dum se morituram com* 
rainatur cxtorquet a marito cupitis annuat, iit sorores 
vidaat; luctus malceat, ora ccnferat; aic iWt Aovae 
nupUe pecibus veniara tnbulC, at inauper quibua- 
cumqae v«Uet eas auri ve) moaibun <lunara concesait, 
acd ideiitidem monitlt ac saepe nequando 

aororum pernicioso consiUo siiaaa de forma mariti 
quaerat, neve se aacHloga ruriosiUte da taiito t'ortu* 
naroTn auggeato pc&sum daieiatnac smim poatea con- 
dngatamplcxom. Grattoa egit maritO; iamque laetior 
‘ Sed prius ’ laquit ‘ Cantiea moriar quara tiio isto 
dulciasimo coonubio caream: amo eniiU; et efflictim 
te, qukumqije ts, diligo ae<|uo ut meimi ai)iritum, 
nac ipi Cupidini compare. Sed iatud ctiam meis 
pecibua, oro, largire et ilb tuo famulo Zephyro poe* 
cip aimib vectiim aorores hie railn aiatat': et impri- 
mens oacula guasoria et ingerens verba mulcentia et 
iaogena membra colubentia, haec etiaiu blanditils 
aatnJt: ‘Mi mellite, mi marlte, tuae P^cliae dulcis 
aobna.’ Vi ac potestate Venei'Ci suanmis invitu^ 
aoccubuit maritus et cuncta ge facturum spopondit, 
atque iam luce pro^cimante de manibtis uxoria 
evanuiL 

7 ‘*At Ulae dororee preontatae aeopulum locumque 
ilium, qao hjerat Psyche deserta, festinanter od- 
veniuQt, Ibiqtic difflebant ociiW etplangelMnt ubera, 
quoad crebris earum eiulatibus saxa cautesque parilem 
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*‘Tben she dcAired h«r husband inor« and more, 
assurinf him that she should die, unless he vouM 
grant her desire that she might see her sisters, 
whereby she might speak with them and comfort 
them; whereat at leugth be was contented, and 
moreover be willed that she should give ^em as 
much gold and jewels as she would, but he gave her 
a further charge, warniug her g(tca, and saying tliat 
she should beware that she should covet not (being 
moved by the pernicious counsel of Imr sisters) to see 
the shape of his i>er8on, lest by her wicked curiosity 
she sheuld be deprived of so great and worthy estate 
Hod nevermore feel his crmjrace. Psyche beiug 
glad herewith reudered uiib* him most entire 
thanks and said: ‘My boney, my husband, I 
had rather die ao hundred times than be separate 
hx)m your sweet company; for whosoever you 
be* 1 love and retain you within rov heart, aa 
jf you were mine owu spirit, and 1 luwe you not 
leas than If you were Cupid himself: but 1 
pray you grant this likeuise, that you would com¬ 
mand your servant Zephyrus to bring my sisters 
down into the valley, as he brought me, and place 
them here'! wherewithal she kissed him sweetly, 
and desired bim with tender words to grant her 
request, and clasped him closely to her bosom, calling 
him her spouse, her sweetheart, her joy, her own 
very soul, whereby she enforced bim by the power of 
ber love (though unwilling) to ber mind, and he 

S romised to do her will, and when morning «wTna he 
fparted away from her arms. 

“After long search made, the sisters of Psyche 
came unto the hiJl where she bad been set on the 
ro^, and cried with a loud voioe and beat their 
breasts, la such sort that the rocks and stones with 
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sonuio resultareot. LuDqm oomiae proprio »QTor«m 
mi!ia*T4m cieb*nt, qaiMd sooo peoetnbUi V9cij ulul*- 
bilis per pron« delepso et bepidA Psjcbe pro* 

currit e dotno 'Qoid ’ iaqtut ‘ Vfr$ ufseris lAmen- 
tAtiODibus neqaicqaAm efBigitis? Quad lugetis ad- 
uufL Lu^brea toc«a dcsinite. t< dicdius lAcrimis 
mAduitAt geoAS sIccaU Uadem, quiiq>e cuts Um pos* 
stis quam plADgebAtis Amplectj.' Tone vocaUiid 
Zeplijniai praeeepti ioAriCAli$ admooet: oec mort, 
com ille pAreos impeno statim clemeotiMuius flatibua 
biomU vectQTA depwtet OJas. Iaxa muCub amplexv 
buA et festsoantibuj SAviia sese perfhiuntnr, et lUae 
sedatAe laerimAe poeUicninio redeunt prolevtante 
gaudio. * Sed et teetam’ inqait * £t l^rem nostrum 
laetAe aueeedite, et afflietas anijSAa cud P^che veetra 
3 recrcAte.’ Sic AilocatA sammMs opes domus aureae 
vocojnque serrieadom popolosam Camiliam demon* 
etret Auribos etrum, Uraeroqiie polcberrimo et in* 
hamAnee isentAe laeUtiis eaa opipare reficit^ at 
IllATum prorsus cAeJeatium dtvftiAnuD copUs afflueo* 
dbos BAtitUe fam pnecordiis penitos nutrirent in* 
vidiam, Denkjae altera earam s^u BcropulOBe 
cimofieque percootari nm deanit, qois illarum cae- 
lestium rerun doaunoA; qaisfe eel qaalis ipsius ait 
iDaritus: nec tamea Psyche coaiugile Ulud praecej^ 
tins ullo pacto temerat eel peetom arcanls exi^t, 
aed e re nata cMifingit esse tnaenem qaendam et 
spedosum, Janoao barbitio genas inam* 

brantemy plemmque rarestnbos ae sontanis venati* 
ilQ 
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QchoM Answered A^in their irequait howlijige: and 
when they called tlieir sister by her name, so that 
their lamentable cries came down the moiinUin unto 
her can, she came forth, very anxious and now almost 
out of her mind, and said: ' Behold, here is she for 
whom you weep; 1 pray you torment yourself no 
TDore, and dry those tears with which you have so 
loo^ wetted your cheeks, for now may you embrace 
her for whom you mourned.' 

” By and by she commanded Zephyrus by the ap> 
pointment of her husband to briog them down; 
neither did he delay, for with gentle blasts he re* 
tained there up, en^ laid them softly in the v^ley: 
I am not able to express the often embracing, kissing, 
and greeUng which was between them three; and 
those tean which had been then laid apart sprang 
forth again for joy. ' Come in,* c^iioth Psyche.' Into 
OUT house with gladness and refresh your afflicted 
minds with meyoursister.* After this she shewed them 
the storehouses of treasure, she caased them to hear 
the great company of voices which served her, the 
fair iMith was made ready, and she entertained 
them richly with dainty meats of her celestial table, 
and when they had eaten and filled themselves with 
divine delicacies they conceived great envy within 
their hearts: and one of them being very curious in 
every point, did not cease to demand what her hus* 
band was, and who was the lord of so preeious a 
house; but Psyche, remembering the promise which 
de m^e to her husband, did not let it go forth from 
the secret places of her heart, but with ^ely 
colour feigned that he was a young man of comely 
stature with soft down, rather than a beard, just 
be^^nning to shadow his cheeks, and had great de* 
light in hunting in the hills and dales bard by : and 
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bu$ oecup«iuui, et ue qu sermoQu procedfrstis Ube 
conaJium ta^tom proderetur, «Qro facto f^mmosis- 
que monilibos odqvUs eas ftatim vocaCo Zcpbjro 
tndit reportaodia. 

** Quo proteous perpabtto sorores egrcgiac domnin 
redeoDtes, iamqne gliacetitis inridiae fcllc A&grant«3 
innltA secom sermonibos matais pcrstrepabant: eic 
deniqae tnfit altcm: ' Eo orb* ot aae** et Iniqti* For- 
tuoai Hociac tihi complaenH, ut uStjquo parcatc 
progoatte diverstm sortem suatineremo*? Et nos 
qojdeiD, qoiie cuita iDMores sqduw, mantis advcnis 
»odllae dediUe, ertorres et L*n et ijie* patri* do* 
gsmus longe porentum velnt exaJsnte*, h*ec sutora 
novisrima, qium feta utunte postremus partus 
ofTudit, tantis opibos et dee marito petit* sit, qu&e 
nec uU recte Unts bonorum copi* Dont? VidUti, 
soror, qu*at* io dome cseent et qu*Ii* monilia, quee 
praenitent restes, quae spleo^ceot gemmae, quantum 
praeterea pasaiiu calcatur aunuu: qued al matitum 
etiam tarn forpowim tenet, ut affirmat, nuUa duqc in 
orbe tote feUcior viviti Portaasis tamen procedente 
coQiuetndine et afeetirae reberata deam qooque 
iUam deiis maritus efidet. Sic ost Hexcole, sic so 
gerebat ferebatquo: iam iau SQreum respicit et deaps 
spiral muUer, quae voces ancUlas habet et veatia ipsia 
imperitat At ego misera prisoum patie meo seniorem 
rDantkiru sortita satp, dein euearUta eaJvlorem et 
tl9 
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lest by her loiij; Ulk she sboukl be found to trip or 
fail In ber words end betny ber secret counsel; she 
filled their bps with fold and enuzneots of jewels, 
and commanded Zepbyrus to carry them away. 

“When this wia done these worthy sisters took 
their ways homeward to their owo houses, and the 
poison of ensy that they hare afainst Psyche grew 
hot within them, so that they munnurecl witlr much 
talk between them; and one befran: 'Behold a cruel 
and contrary fortnae! Doth it please thee 
that we (born all of one parent) hare divert des¬ 
tinies, hut espeoalJy we, that are the rider two, be 
married to stranfe buslmds, made aa handmaidens, 
and as it were banished from oor country and friends, 
whereas our yonofer sister, last born, which is ever tb e 
weakest, bath so freat abundance ct treasure and 
gotten a fod to ber husband, bat hath no skill bow 
to use so great plenty of riches. Saw you not, 
sister, what was in the hoose f What great store of 
jewels, whit fUtterinf robes, what ftmi, yea, whet 
gold we trod on ? So that if she have a goodly hus¬ 
band according as ahe aJfirmeth there is none that 
livetb this day more happy in all Gie world than 
she. Aad so It may come to pass that at length, 
if the great affection and love which be beareth 
onto her do continniUy increase, be may make 
her a goddess, for (by Hercules) such was her 
port, so she behaved henelf. Now already she 
bolds up her countenance, now she breathea the 
goddess, that as a woman hath voices to serve her, 
and lays her commands upon the winds. But I, poor 
wretch, have first married a husband older than my 
fother, more bald than a coot,^ more weak than 

> The lattn oMe sooihtr ecBperisM : " balder (ban a 
pompkio.'* 
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quovfx poftro posilJioremj enoctaoa donum sons ot 
CitODii obditom castodieotem/ 

10 “Suscipii alio: ^EgovsfomajitumwiicuUri eLUm 
morbo cocoplkatumcuroatamqiie^aeptrbocrarissimp 
Vojierem meam rocc^entom siutinooj plonimque de- 
tmios et doratos to Upsd«m di|nto« eius pelicans, 
fbmontifi oUdls et panais smdidis et fisoiidis catapUs- 
matibos zoanas tam delicataa iataa adurau^nocuxoris 
o(Gci<Main iaciem sed raodicaa Uboriowa penooam 
sustinans. Et tn qiudeiD,aoror, v{daris,qiiam patioati 
vel potius Mrrili'^dicsuD enim libera quod senti<H- 
baec parferas animo: eaimvero ego oequeo sostiAore 
olterius beatam fwtaDam illapaam^ indignae. 
Recordare eoim qQam nperbe, quam arroganter 
nobUcua egerit et ipsa lactatione immodJcae osteaU- 
tdoDls tuaeotem soom prodiderit animum, deque 
tantis dvTTtiis exigea Dobia larita proiecerit, con- 
festimqoe praeeeotia nostra gravati propelli et ediari 
esuibilahque oos iusseriL Nee sum mulier nee 
oniniao spiro, aim earn peawm d« taotis opibus deie- 
cero. Ac si tibi etiam, nt par eat^macuit nostra ecu* 
tumelia,eonsUiiXPi validaiD requiramus ambae. lamque 
ista; quae feiimiu> non parentibua oostris ac nec ulli 
moDstoemos alii, immn nec omnino quiequam de eius 
salute norimos: sac est qood ipsae Tidunna quae 
vidJsse paeoituit, oedum nt genitonbod et omoibus 
popuJis tam beatum eins difTeramns praeconium i nec 
sunt enim bead qpoma di<ritUa nemo norit. Sciet 
se non sndlJas sra sorona habere maiores: et nunc 
quidem concedamua ad maritos et L^res pauperes 
oosteos led plane sobrios revisamu dioqne eogita- 
ttenibos preasiorihus iostneUe ad superbiam poeni- 

i VSS oeffiyMM. Hm alisratioB Is das to Blasmosr, baC 
oCb«r lOf^ttoDS. seek as Updos’ wfftfow or fisla'i 
oiija* veUbsrigSk 
SU 
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4 cbil^, 4ud ooe tbftt ]ock«Ut up all the house with 
bolts and chjuna.* 

Tbea said the other dsler: * And in Caitb 1 am 
married to a hnabaod that bath the ^out, bent 
crooked, not courageous in pajing the debt of love ; 
i am £(un to mb aM molUiy bis crabbed and stony 
fingers, and I soU mj white and dain^ bands with 
stmkmg plasters and razik*«BelUog aafvet and with 
the corruption of filthy ctoula, so that be uses me 
not like a wife, but coore like a surge^’t servant 
Aod you, my sister, seem to bear this with a patient, 
nay (that 1 may speak freely) with a servile mind, 
but 1 cannot abide to see oor younger tister so 
unworthy in such great felicity. Saw you not, I 
pray, how proudly arrogantly she handled us 
even now, and bow in vanotiag herself she uttered 
her presniDptooas mind, how she oast grodglngly 
a little gold into oar laps, and (being weary ot our 
eompuiy) commanded that wc ^ouJd be borne and 
blown and whistled away? Verily, I live not nor 
nm I a woman, but 1 will cast ber utUrly down from 
her rich estate: and if you, my sister, aa yon shoul<i, 
be so far made bitter Lerewitb as 1, let us consult 
boldly together, and not shew this that we have to 
any person, no, nor yet to our parents, nor tell that 
we know that she livetb. For it sufliccth that we 
have seen her, whom it repentetb to have seen: 
neither let us declare her good fortune to our father, 
nor to all the world, for thev be not wealthy, whose 
riches are unknown: so shall she know that she 
hath not abject sUves, bat very cider sisters. But 
now let us go home to our hnsbands and poor bouses, 
that be yet honest enongh, and when we are better 
instructed with most careful plotting, let us ^rn 
the stronger to suppress her pride. So this evil 
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II «nd8m (broiures redsAmus.’ PlAc«t pro boiio diubun 
malis malum consdium, toUM^ue illis tarn pretiosis 
maoeribus absQonditis, comam trahentos et proiode 
at merebAQtiu’ ora lacerantoi sImuUtos redintegrant 
fletus. Ao aic parentos quoque roduleorato prorsum 
dolore raptlni daterrontee, vesania tiirgidae domu$ 
9ua6 couteodiint doliiin acelesttjm, intmo V6ro parrl* 
cidiam 9truente£ contra eoi^orem insontem. 

" Intcrea Ps^chcQ maritus ilie quom noscit ruraum 
8uU nils oocturois scraonlbas sk commonet:' ^^deeno 
qaaotuiQ tibi periculum? Volitatur Fortuua eminus 
ac, dUI locge iirmiter praecaTes, mo^c eommlaus 
congrcdiotur, PaHidae lupiilac rnagnia conatibus 
oefarias insidiaa tibi comparant, quanim summa eat, 
ut to anadeant meos ezplorare vuHu$, quoSj ut tU>i 
$aepe praedixi, non ^idebia si videris, Brgo igitur si 
postbac peasimae iUue lamiae Doxiia animis armatae 
veneriat—venient autem, sci^— neque omnino acr. 
moncm conferas et, $i id tolerare pro genuinn 
dmplicitate proque auimi tui teneritudine aoD potu- 
etls, certe de niarlto nil quioquam vel audiaa vel 
respondeae: nam et familiam nostram mm pro- 
pagabimus et hlc adbuc iobntilia uterus gestnt oobia 
infantem alnim, ai tezeris nostra secreta ailentio, 

ISdivioum, si profanaveris, mortalem.' Nuntic Psyche 
laeta dorebat et divlnae subolis solacio plaudebat et 
<l6 



THE GOLDEN’ ASS, BOOK V 

cottosel seeised good tc tbeso two twil women, end 
thejr hid that cmttreasore which Psj^e geve them, 
end tore theii hair and befouled theii reoewiDg 
their Also and forged teare. Tha$ did thef terrifj 
their &tber aod mother, and doubled their sorrows 
and griefs: aod then full of ire and farced with env/ 
they took their rojage homeward derising the hurt, 
nay the slaughter and dectnicQoo of thtir harmless 
sister. 

'' In the mean season the hasbacd of Psyche, whom 
she knew not, did warn her again in the night with 
these words; ‘Seeat thou not,' quoth he, ‘What 
and danger evil fbrbiue doth threaten imto thee 
from afar > Whereof if thou take not good heed in 
time, it will shortly come upon thee: for the un¬ 
faithful harlots do greatly eDdearovr to set their 
soares to catch thee, and thtir purpose is to make 
and persoade thee to behold my &ee, which if thou 
once fortune to see (as 1 hare often told thee) thou 
shelt see no more; wherefore if these naughty l>ags, 
armed with wicked minds, do to come agmn 

(as I think not otberwiae bot that they will) bike 
heed that thou talk not with them, but simply 
suffer them to speak what they will; howbeit, if 
thoo canst not restrain thyself for thy natural aim- 
plidly and for the tender years of tby inind, beware 
tliat thou have no communfoatton of thy husband, 
nor Answer n word if they fortune to question of me. 
So will we lAcreaae our stock, and thou bast a young 
and tender child cooehed in this young and tender 
belly of thine, who shall be made, if thon coueeal 
ray secret, an immortal god. bot otherwise a roortaj 
creature,' Then P^lie was voy glad that she 
should bring forth a divine babe, and proud of the 
pledge thst'was to be bom, and very joyfol in that 

il7 



LUCIUS APULEIUS 

fdiuri pignoris glorlA gestiebat et matcrai norainis 
dlgnitate gau^ebat: cresccntes di«s et menses 
exeuntes anxia numerat, et eardnae nescUe rudi- 
jnento toiiatar de brevi pimctalc taDtum incremen- 
tulw lotiupletis atari. 

" Sed pestea lllae taetemmaeque foriae 

anhelantes vipereum virus tt festinantea impia 
eeleritate navigabant. Tudc sic iteniro momentariua 
maritns suam Psjcben admonet: ' Dies altima et 
easus extremua *. et sexus Infeatus et saogojs inloiious 
iam aumpslt arma et caatra eocamovit et aciem direxit 
et classleum persooavit; lam muerone deairicto 
iugulom tuom nefahae tuae sorores petunt Heu 
quantis urgnemur dadibua, Psyche duJdasIma 1 Tui 
oostrique miserere, religlosaque continentla denucn, 
marituxs, teque et istum parvulum nostrum im- 
roiaentis ruinae infortunio Hbera^ oec iUas scelestas 
femlnas,quas tlbi post intemecivum odium et calcata 
sajxguinis foedera sorci'es api>elUre non licet, vel 
videaa vel audUa, cum in morem Sirenum scopulo 
prominentea hineatis vocibua saxa personabnnt/ 

1 $ ** Suscipit Psyche singultu lacrimoso aermonem in- 

oertans: 'lamdudum, quod sciam, Udei atqne par- 
ciloqoic raeo perpcndlati documenta, nec eo setius 
approbabitur tibi nunc etiam dnnitas aoimi mei. Tu 
modo Zephyro nostro raisum praecipe fungatur 
obaequio, et in vicem denegatae sacrosanctae ima- 
S28 
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ftbt should bt honoured w e mother: ihe reckoned 
*r>H numbered cerefuTlj the devt and moaths that 
pessed, ecd being aerer with child before, did marvel 
greatlj that ber beHj should swell so big from so 
sniall a begmning. 

” But those pestilent and wicked furies, breathing 
out tbeir serpentiDe poison, were hastening with 
wicked speed to brin g tbeir enterprise to pass. Then 
Psjche was warned a^n bf her busban^ while he 
brieHy tarried with her, m this sort: * Behold the 
last and the extreme caee. The enemies of thy 
own sez blood bnye armed themselves against us, 
pitched their camps, set their boat in array, sounded 
for advance, and are now marebing towards us, 
for thy two sisters hnve drawn their swords and 
are ready to slay thee. Oh with what force and 
slaughter are we assailed this day, sweet Psyche: I 
pray thee to take pity on thyself, and on ree, 
keep a seal on thy lipe, and deliver thy husband, 
and thyself, and infant within thy belly from 
so great and [mminent a danger, and see not 
neither hear these ouned women, which are not 
worthy to be celled thy sisters, for tbeir great and 
murderous hatred, and breach of sisterly amity, for 
they will come (like Sirens) to the mouotaip, and 
yield out therein their piteous and lamentable 
cries/ 

'• When Psyche had beard these words, she sighed 
sorrowfully and : * O deer husband, this long 
time JOB have bad experience and trial of my faith 
and ray sileoee, and donbt you not but that 1 will 
persevere in the same stedfa^eas of mind: where’ 
fore command you our servant Zepbynis that be may 
do as he hath dnne before, to the intent that instead 
of your form that you have forbidden me to see, yet 
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giiuB taue redde saltern conapectuTo sororum. Per 
Lstos cinnsmeM et ondique pendulos ctines tuos, per 
tenerae et teretes et mei similes ^enas, per pectus 
nesdequo cslore fervidum, sic Id hoc saltern par rule 
cogDoscam Csciem tusm: supplids anxiae piis pre- 
cibus erogatus gettoasi corapleirus indulge fractum 
et tibi derotae Peychae animam gaudio reerea. Nec 
qoiequam amplius iu tue vultu require, iam nil 
cSiclunt mihi vel ipsae nocturnae tenebrae: teneo te 
Tceum lumen.' Hie verbis et ampleribus mollibus 
decantatus maritos, lacrlmaeque eius suis ennibus 
detergene, ee facturuin spopondlt et praevertit etatim 
lumen nascentie diet. 

14 " luguQi sororium consponsae hetionJs, ne parent!* 

bus quidein visis, recta de navibus acopulutn petunt 
ilium praecipiti cum velotitate; nec venti ferentis 
eppertae praesentiam, licentiesa cum temeritate 
prosiliimt in altuui. Kec immeinor Zepbyrus regtJis 
edidl^quamvis invitus, susoeptas eas gremio spiiantis 
aurae solo reddtcllt. At illae incunctatae statim 
conferto vestigio domum penetrant, complescaeque 
praedam suam sorcres nomine mentientes thesaU' 
ruoique penicue abdltae fraudis vultu laeto tegentes, 
sic adulant t * Psyche, non itaut pridem parvula, et ipsa 
iam mater ei. Quantum, putas, booi nobis in ista 
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I maj ecpmfert mjAelf with the siglit of mj sUtors. 
I pnj you by thi* {orely Aod hAir of yours 

thAt h*ags down, by tSeoe roood cbeeks, delictte 
And toDdor like miae own, by your ploAMOt warm 
breast, by that shape and face that I shaU lean at 
leogth by the child in ny belly, hear the soleom 
prayer or my auiona beseeehiiig, grant the fruit of 
my desire ^at I may embrace my sisters, refresh 
your dear spouse Psy^e with joy, who is bound aod 
linked unto you for ever. I little esteem to seo your 
riiBge and figure, little do I regard the night and 
darkness, for 1 bold you in my arms, my only light*' 
Her husband (being as it were enchanted with these 
words, and oempelled by violeDce of her often em- 
bracing, wiping away her teats with his hair) did 
yield unto his wife, and promised that which she 
desired, and before morning was come departed as 
be accustm&ed to do. 

“Now her sisters, their pilot well compacted, 
arrived on land, and witbout eves viritiiig of their 
father and mother never rested tiD they came to 
the rock, and there leaped down rashly from the 
hill tbemselres, waiting not for the bre«M that was 
to bear them; forgat not then Zephjms the divine 
ccmmandmeut, and brought them down in the bosom 
of the wind (thongb it were against his will) and 
Imd them In the valley without any ham. By and 
by they went into the palace to th^ sister without 
leave, and when th^ eftsoons embraced their 
prey, fiOsely assuming the shew of sistm. and hiding 
the store their malice beneath a smiling free, with 
flattering words they said: '0 dear sister P^cbe, 
know you that you are bow no more so sUm and 
slemlor. but already almost a mother f 0 wbat 
great joy bear yon onto ns In your belly! Wbat 
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gens peruU, quentis geudiis tdUm domnm nostrem 
hll&rftbisi O oOB besUs quas infan U$ aurei nutri- 
meata UeUbunt 1 Qoi a parentum, ut oportet, 
pulchritudiai respondent, prorsus Cupldo osscetur/ 

15 Sic afiecUone simalsU psulatim sororiB itivs* 
dunt aoicnum i sUtimque eas lassltudine vfae sedili- 
bus refoUs et balsesrum vaporosis fontibas curates 
pulehernme trIcUnio mirisque UUs et beatis eduUbMs 
atque tuccetis cblectat. lubet citbaTam loqui, psalli- 
tur; tiblas agere, sonatur; chores canere, cantatur: 
quae enneta bdUo praesecte dulcUsimls tnodulU ani- 
mos aadieutium reaulcebaot. Nee tasen seele^ 
tanim fec^arum nequitia rel ipsa meUita eantus 
dulce^ne molliU conquieTit, sed ad degtmatam 
fraudium pedican sermoDem confere&tes dissimu* 
lanter oceiplont sdecitari quails ei marltus et unde 
natalium, sects cula proveuiret. Tune Ula siropli- 
citate nimia pristiiii sertnonis oblita, novum eoro- 
rueatam instruct atque mantuRi suum de provincia 
proxiiua maguis pecuniis negotiantem medium 
cursom aetatis agere, ioterspersum rara canltie. 
Nec in sermoae isto tantillum morata rursum 
opiparis munetibus eas ocuetas veotoso vehleulo 
reddidit. 

16 "Sed duel Zephyri tranquillo spiritu sablimatae 
domum redeunt, sic eecun altereantes: ' ^id, soror, 
diciraus de tam monstruoso uae ilUns mendacio f 
M2 



THE GOLDEN ASS, BOOK V 

4 comfort will it be onto ell tbe boose I How happy 
sbftll we be that «baU see this goldea iniant iaerease 
aod grow!—who, if be be like bis parents in beauty, 
as it 10 necessary be should, there ts no do^t but a 
new Cupid shall be boro.’ 

By this kiztd of pretended love they went about 
to win Psyche by btM and littU: but because they 
were weary with travd, they sat them down in chain, 
and after that they bad wwed their bodies in warm 
and pleasant batlu, they went into a parloor, where 
ill those wonderful meats and goodly ha^s were 
ready prepared. Psyche commanded the hs^ to play, 
aod it was done : the Bute to sound, and so it was, 
to oiake a ^re, and song brake forth : but no 

E inonwas seen, by whose sweet harmony and modU' 
bion the asters of P^ebe were greatly delighted. 
Howbeit the wickedaess of these cursed women was 
nothing suppressed by the sweet and honeyed noise 
of these instruments, but they settled themselves to 
work their treason and mare agairtst Psyche, de¬ 
manding ‘aith guile who was her husband, and of 
what parentage or race be was: then she (having 
formtten, by too modi ampUci^,tbat wblebsbebad 
bef^ spok^ of ber hosbaira) invented a new answer, 
and said that her husband was of a near province, a 
mer ch ant in great affairs, and a awo of a middle age, 
having his bead interspersed with a few gray btira; 
which when she bad shortly said (because she would 
have no farther talk) she filled thw lap full of the 
richest gifts, and btf e them again be borne away 
of tbe wind. 

* In their return homeward, carried aloft 1^ the 
gentle breath of Zepbyms, they mvmnred with 
tbemselvea, saying : ‘ How say you, sister, to so great 
and apparent a lie of dotmg Psyche f For first she 
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Tune ftdole&cens modo florenti l&DugIne bftrbam iC' 
striienS) nimc aetAte media candentl canitie lucidue: 
quia ille quern tempoiia modtci apatium repentina et^ 
neeCa reformavlt? Nil allnd repperies, mi aoror, 
quam vd mecdado i$tam pessimam feminara cop- 
luigere ?el foroiam mariti aid Deaeire ; quorum utrum 
verum eat, opibus isMs qoam primum extermioanda 
eat. Qjod ai viri sui fackm ignorat, dto profecto 
denupsit et deum nobis praegnatione ista gerit. 
Certe al divini puelll—quod absit—haec matei* 
audierit, statim me laqueo nexili $ua\>eiidain. Ergo 
interim ad pareotea noatroa ledeamua, et exordio 
aermonis hnius quam ooncolores fallacias attexa- 
muB.* 

J7 “Sic inflammatae, paientibus fastidieuter appd- 
latis et nocte turbata viglliis, perditae inatulino 
seopuiucd pervolaut et iade eolito veoti praeeldio 
vehementer devolaot, lacrimiaque pressura paJpe- 
brarum cosctia, hoc astu pueUam appeUant: * Tu 
quidem felix et ipaa tanti mali ignorantia beata 
sedee iocuriosa periculi tui; siosautem, quaepervigili 
cuja rebus tuts excubamua, cladibue tuis miaere 
erueiamnr. Pro vere namque comperimua oec tc, 
sodae adlicct doloris casmque tui.celare poasumus im- 
manem colubram odtinodis volummibue serpentem, 
veneao ooxio colUsangulnantemhiaDtemque iogluvie 
proAindu, tecum noctibuslatenteracquiescere. Nunc 
recordare sorUs ? 7 thieae, quae te truda bestiae 
nuptlis deatmalaro ease claau^t: et itwHi eoloni, 
SS4 
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uid tLat her hubuid vas a youn^ man with the 
down of hU chin but joat beghmine to spring, and 
DOW she saitb that he hath a head half grer with 
age: wh«t U be that io so short space can suddenly 
become so old f Yoq shall find it z»o otherwise, my 
sister, Imt that either cursed 4)aean bath Invented 
a great lie or else that she never saw the shape of 
her hiubaad: and whichever be true, we must, as 
sooo as may be, drive her forth from that rich estate 
of bers. And if it be so that die never saw him, 
then verily sbe is omnied to some god, hath n 
young god for us in her belly; bat if it be a divine 
babe of tbe which she shall soon be called the 
mother (as God forbid it should) then may I go and 
hang m^elf: wherefore let os go now to our parents, 
and vrith such forged lies as this let as colour the 
matter.' 

After they were thus loflanied and had proudly 
visited their parents, having jiassed the night in 
fitful watchings, they returned again to the mountain, 
and by tbe aid of the wind Z^>hyrus were earned 
down into tbe valley; and after they liad strained 
their eyelids to enforce themselves to weep, they 
called unto Eiycbe in this sort: ‘Thou (ignorant of 
ao great evil) tblnkesb thyself sure and liappy, and 
sittest at home nothing regarding thy peril, whci'cas 
we go about thy adaJrs, and are exceeding sorry for 
tbe harm that shall happen unto thee: for we are 
credibly informed, neither can we but utter it unto 
tbee, that are tbe companions of thy grief and 
mislu^, that there is a great serpent of many coils, 
foil of deadly poison, with a ravenous and gaping 
throat, that lieth with thee secretly every night. 
Remember tbe wade of Apollo, who pronomiced' 
that thou shouldest be married to a dire and fierce 


LUCIUS APULEIUS 

qnigue clrcunis$coa venantiu, at accolae plurimi 
^erunt eum veapera radeantem e pastu proxiinique 
18 fliuBfnU InnataDtein. Kee diublandis alimooi- 
aram obsaquiis ie sagiaataruia onnas affirmant^ sed 
cum primum praegnaUcnam tuam planus maturavertt 
uteros, opiiniore fruetu praaditam devorataram. Ad 
haeo iam tua est eristimatic, utrum sororibus pro tua 
cara salute sollidtis assentiri veils et declinata morte 
nobiscum seeura pericuU vivarc, an saevissimae 
bestiaa sepeliri visceribus: quod si ta runs huius 
vocalis solitudo vel clamUstinae Veneris faetldl peri- 
eulosique ooncuWtus et vancnati eerpeiitis omplexas 
deleetant, ceite piaa scrores nostrum facerbnus.’ 

“Tunc ?S 7 cbe misella, utpote simplex et aoimi 
tenella, rapitur varbor urn tam trbtlum forroidlne : 
extra terminuin mentis suae poata prorsus omoiom 
znaritl monitionum soarunque promissionuiD me- 
iDoriaiD effudit et In profundum caJareiUtis sese 
praccipitavit, trcmensqua et axsangui colore lurida 
tertlata verba semihia^iti voce substrepens sic adillas 
ip ait: ‘ Vos quidem, carissirase sorores^ ut par erat, in 
officio vestrae pietatis permanetis, verum et UU qui 
talia vobis affirmant non vtdentur miht Riendscium 
fingere: ncc enlm ncqaam vlri mei vidi faciem vel 
omnino coiatis sit novi, sed tantom noctumis sub- 
audiens vocibos marltum iacerti status et prorsus 
ludAignm tolero, bestiamque aliquam rscte dicentl- 
bus vobis merlto cooseotio: meque magnopere 
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beMt; and manj of the inhabctairts berebj, and soch 
aa hunt about is the coaaby^ aiEnn that they have 
seen him towardseTenin^retarius; from pasture and 
awinuning orer the rirer: wherebj they do un* 
doubtedly saj that be will iMt pamper thee lon^ 
with delicate meats, but when the time of delivery 
shall approach, he will deroor both thee and tby child 
as a more tender morsel. Wherefore adrise thyself, 
whether thoa wiH agree onto u that are carefol for 
tby safety, and so areid the peril of death, and be 
cooteDted to live with thy stetera, or whether thou 
wilt remain with the moot cruel serpent, and in the 
eod he swallowed into the golf of hia body. And if 
it be so that tby solitary life, thy conversation with 
voices, and this servile and daugeroos i^easure, that 
is the secret and filthy lore of the pcdaonons serpent, 
do mote delight th^; say not but that we have 
played the parts of oatural sisters in warning thee.* 
'‘Then the poor simple P^cbe was moved with 
the fear of so dieadiul words, and (being m 

her mind) did clean forget the admonitions of ber 
faasband and her own proviises made unto him. And 
(throwing herselfbeauoDg into extreme misery) with 
a wan and sallow eooAtenance, scantJy uttering and 
stammeriag forth her words, at length began to say 
in this sort: ' 0 ny most dear sisters, I beartily thank 
you for yoor great kindness towards me, and I am 
now verily persuaded I bat tb^ which have told 

r hereof, have told you of nothing but truth, 
1 never saw the shape of my husband, neither 
know 1 from whence he caa»e ■, only I bear his voice 
in the night, in so much that I have an unknowo 
husband, and one that loveth not the light of the 
day; which causeth me to suspect that be is some 
beast as you affirm. Moreover I do greatly fear to 
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s«Bi>er « suis lerret isjxctibus, malutnqa* gwndc de 
mltgs cn^itAte pr^rolnatur. Nunc « quan» 
aalntttem opem perkUtontt swori veatrae pot^stis 
afferre, iun nnnc suWstite; ceterum incuna sequent 
DrioTis providenUAC beneficU comimpet. 

•'Tunc nanctae iao portts patealiboa nndatom 
sororis animum faciner^ac mullwcs, omi^s tecUe 
macbinac latibuba, dartrictia gladUa fraudluxa elm- 
90 pbcla puelUc paveows cogitttlones mvadunt Sic 
deniqw altcm:<aupni 4 m nos originia nexus pro 
iccolumitate pericuhm quidem nuUum oca « 
baberc compclUt, viam quae sol^^^ucit lUr ad 
tern diu diuque cogitatam monrtraknmua libt 
ouUm praoacuUTP. appuixu ctiam 

oxasperatam, tori qua parte cubare consueaO latenter 
abacondc lucernamquc concinnem compleUro oUo, 
d^umine praeroieantem subde aliquo claudentla 
aululaetegoioe^omnlque isto apparatu lenacissime 
diaslmulato, postqnoiB sulcabK intralicna 
cuWlc eoUtum cooscenderit iamque porrectue et 
exordio somni premeutis implicitus altum soporem 
flare cenaperit, tore delapsa nudoque 

eradum puUulatlin mmirens, caecac tenobrae 
cttstodialiberata lucema, pracclati tui facinonaop^- 
tjDiUUm de luminis censiUo mutuare et 
tclo mu aodaciter,priu 8 dextera aursum «laU,ni 8 U 
Quam valido noxb serpentis nodum cemcis et ea^- 
L abswnde. Nec noatrum Ubi deerlt subsidium, sed 
cum primum llUna morte salutem UW fecerU, anxi« 
* acatoUbimar, cunctiaque tatia ociua tecum «UUs 
81 votivk nuptiis hominem te iuDgemua bomrnl. l ab 

verboyum incendio flammata viseerasorons mm pror- 
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see him, for he doth menace and threaten ^eat erjl 
unto me, if I should go about to spy, and l^hold lus 
shape: ‘^Therefore, m j loving sisters, if you have any 
wholesome remedy for your sister in danger, give it 
now presently: for if ye be now careleaa so to do, 
ye will make of none effect the kindness of your 
watchfulness that was before.' 

" Then those wicked women, opening the gates of 
their sister's beart,did put away now all privy guile, and 
egged her forward in her feaSful thoughts, drawing 
openly the sword of deceit, and persuading her to 
do as they would have her; and one of them began 
and said: ‘ Because that we, obliged by our kinship 
with you, little esteem any peril or danger to save 
your life, we intend to shew you the best way and 
means to safety as we may possibly do, and we have 
long thought thereon. Take a sbarj) rasor, whetted 
upon the palm of your hand to its hne&t edge, and 
jmt it under the pillow of your bed, and see that you 
have ready a privy bumiug lump with oil, hid under 
some part of tue hanging m the ebsanber; and (finely 
di8»mu]ating all the natter) when, according to his 
custom, he cometb to bed and stretcheth him fully 
out and eleepeth soundly, breatbiog deep, arise you 
secretly, and with your hare feet treading a<tiptoe, go 
and take your lamp, with the rasor lifted high in 
your right hand, from the ward of its hiding-place 
that you may borrow from its light the occasion of a 
bold deed, and with valiant force cut off the head of 
the poisonoQS serpent at the knot of his neck: 
wherein we will aid and assist you, and when by tbe 
death of you shall be made safe, we will bring 
quickly away ail these riches and marry you, that are 
a woman, to some comely man, and no beast' After 
they had thus infiamed the heart of their sister, who 
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«U8 8rd«ntU ^e£«r«nte$ t|>sae prot 1 cu$, t3nti m^U 

confinium sibi etiam metuentee^ flatus alitls vsx- 

pulsa solito porrecUe super scopulum, Hlico pemid se 
fiiga proripiunt statimque coosceruU oavibua abeuQt. 

‘^At Pejcbe rellcta sola, nisi qood infestis fiiriis 
agitata sola non est, aestu pelagi sinule raaerendo 
fluctuat, et quamvis statute consibo et obetinato 
aniroO; taman facinori manus ailmovens adhuc 
Incerta conailii Utubat maltiaque calamitatis suae dis- 
tnhitur afectibus. FesUoat, diSert; audet, trepU 
dat; flb^dit, irasdtur; et, quod est nltintuni, in 
eodem corpore edit bestiam, dlUglt maritum. Ves- 
pera tamen lam noctem trahente praecipitl festina- 
tione neEwii sceleris instruit apparatuin: cox aderat 
et marltus aderat priusque Veneris proeliis velitatus 
32 altum soporem descenderat. Tunc Ps^cbe, et cor- 
purls et aninu alloquin inflrma, fatl tsmen aaevltla 
subministrante viribus roboratur, et prolate lucema 
et arrepta novacula sexum audaoia mutatur. Sed 
cuzn phinuia lumiiils oblatione tori aecreta elarue- 
ruot, videt omnium ferarum mltisslream duleissi* 
mamque beetiaui, ipsum ilium Cupidloem fbrmosum 
deum formose cubantem, cuius aspectu Incemae quo> 
que lumen hflaratum increbruit et acuninis sacrilegi 
no\^culam paeaitebat. At vero F8|fcbe tanto aspectu 
deterrita et impos animi, marcido pallore d^ecta 
tremensque desedit in imos poplltes et ferrum quaerlt 
abscondere, sed In sue peetore : quod profecto fecis* 
set, oisi ferrom timore tanU flagltii manibos teme* 
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WM ftlreAdy ftliglit (feArisg le*t »Mne dmoger 
b4ppeD UBto them bj reascn of tbeir privity to so 
wickod a d«ed) thoj left her «nd were carried hj the 
wind Zeph^ms to the top of the monnUio, ud so 
the; ran away, aod took ^ppiog. 

*'Whes Psydie was left alone (saving that she 
seemed not to be alone, being stirred b; so many 
furies) she was ia a tossing miad, l«k>> the wares A 
the sea, and although her will was obstinate and 
fired to put in execattoa the couasel of her sisters^ 
yet when she was now ready to do the deed, she was 
in doubtful and direra opintons touching her calamity. 
Sometimes she would, soaetimes she would nc^ 
sometimes she is bold, sometimes she feareib, some' 
times she mistmsteth, sometcoes she is cnored, and 
at last in one person she bateth the beast and 
lovetb her husband; but at length the erening came, 
when she made preparation for her wicked intent. 
Then was it mght, a^ soon after her husband came, 
and when he had kissed and ean^aced her he fell 

S j then Psyche (somewhat feeble in body and 
yet fbengthenra by cmel^ of fot^ received 
boldness and brooght for^ the lamp, and took the 
rasor, so that by her andad^ she chaeged herself to 
masculine kind. But when she took the lamp and 
the secret parts of the bed were made light, she saw 
the most meek sweetest beast of all beasts, even 
foir Cupid, coached foirly, at whose dght the very 
lamp increased its light for joy, the rasor turned 
its ^ge. But when VvfAt saw so glorious a body, 
she greatly feared, and amaved in mind, with a pale 
oouDtenance, all ^enabling, fell on her Imees, and 
tbonght to bide the rasor, yea venJy in her own 
heart; which she bad undoubtedly done, bad it oot, 
through fear of so wicked an enterprise, fallen out of 
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rariig delA^>«um evo]a«set. lamc^ue lasta, salute de¬ 
fect* dum sxepius divini vultue mtuetur puicbritu- 
difiem, reereatur aninii: videt capiUs aurei genialeui 
caeaailem ambrosia temulectam, cervices lacteas 
geoasque puq)uress peremmtes criDium globes de- 
eoriter impeditos, alios antependulos, alios reiropen- 
diiloa, quorum splendore alcnlo hilguraote Jam et 
ipsum luinai lucemae vaoillabat: per humeros volu- 
failis del piitnae roscidae mi^nti dore cardic^ut et 
qitaiuvis aiU quiescentibus evtimae plumulae tenelluc 
ac dellcatae tremule resaltantes inquieta lasdviuat: 
ceterum corpus glal^eUum atque luculentum et quale 
pepensse Venerem non paeniteret. Ante lectuU pedes 
iacebnC Hrcua et ]>haretra et sagittae, magni dei pro- 
pitia tela; quae dam inaatiabili anicao Psydie. satis 
et enriosa, rimatur atque pertrectat et majiti sui 
miratar arma, <lepromit unam de pharetrasagittam et 
puncto pollicU exCremazn aciem periclltabunda tre- 
mentis etiam nunc articuli nUu fbrtiore pupugit 
altlus, ut per smntnara cutem roravetint parvuJae 
sangoinis ro&ei guttae: sic ignara Psyche apontein 
Amoria iticidit ainorem. Tunc magis magfsque cupi* 
duie (lagrans Cupidinis, prona in euin eiHictim Inhians^ 
patulis ac petoiantibas saviis festinanter ingestis, de 
somni mensura raetuebat 

*'Sed dam bone tanto percita aaucia mente fluctuat, 
iucema ilia, sive perlldia peaslma sive invidia noxia 
sive quod tale corpus contingere et quasi basiare et 
ipsa gestlebat, evomuit de sumroa lumiois sui staliam 
fcrventis olei super humerum dei dextei*um: heut 
atidax et tcnieraria liicema et amons viJe ministerium, 
ipsnm ignis totius deum adaris^ cam te^ scilicet 
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her nah aod hwty bends. And now she w&s feint 
end hed lost her strengtli, but when sbe sew eod 
beheld the beauty of his divine visaige, she was well 
recreated Id her mind; she saw hie heirs of gold, 
that were drenched wit!) ambrosia and yielded out a 
sweet savour thereof; bis neck more white than 
milk i bis ruddy cheeks upon which his hmr hanged 
comely behind and before, the brightness whereof 
did dtf ken the light of the lamp; the tender plume 
feathers of that Hying god dispersed upon his 
shoulders with shining gleam, and though his wings 
were at rest, the tender down of their edges 
trembling bi^er and thither, and the other parts of 
his body so smooth and soft that it could not repent 
Venus to bear such a child. At the bed's feet lay 
his bow, quiver and arrows that be the geutle weapons 
of so great a god: which when Psyche did curiously 
behold, and msrvelliDgat the weapons of her bus> 
band took one of the arrows out of the quiver, and 
tryiog the sbarpoess thereof with her Hnger, she 
pricked herself withal: wherewith she was so 
grievously wounded that some little drops of blood 
followed, and thereby of her own accord she fell in 
love with Love. Then more and more broiling in 
the love of Cu^, she embraced him and kissed mm 
a thousand times, fearing the measure of his sleep. 

''But alas, while she was in this greatjoy, and her 
spirit languislied and wavered, whether it were for 
foul envy, or for desire to touch this amiable body 
likewise, Utere fell out a drop of burning oil from 
the lamp upon the right shoulder of the god. O 
rash and bold lamp, the vile ministry of love, how 
darest thou be so bold as to burn the god of all fire, 
when sorely some lover invented thee, to the intent 
tb^ be might with more joy pass tbe nights in 
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acDAtor aliquis, at diutias cupitifl ttlAin pocte potiretur, 
primus iDvenerit ! Sle inostus eziluit deud vUaque 
detectae fidei coUuvle prprsus tx, oscuDs 6t oianibus 
infeUcUsimae coniu^s Udtoa avolavit: at Psyche 
statim resuigentis eius enire dextero raambus am* 
habus arrepto, aublunis evectiorus appendix miseraoda 
et per nubiJaa plagaa penduli comitatue extrema 
ccnsequia tandem f^a ddabitur soJo. Nee deoa 
amator humi iacentem deserens; mvolavic proximam 
cupreasum deque eius alto cacumine aic earn graviter 
eomtnetus a9atur: 'Ego quidem, aimpiiciadma Psyche, 
parentis meae Veneris praceptorum immemor, quae 
te miseri extremique homlois derinctam eupidine 
iniuDO matrimonio addid iusserat, ipse potias amator 
tdvdavi Ubl. Sed hoc feci leviter, $do, et prae- 
clarus Ule ssgittarius Ipse me te!o meo percasai teque 
coniugem meam feel, ut bestia sdlicet tibi viderer et 
ferto caput excideres meuxo, quod istos amatores tuos 
oculos gerit ( Haec tibi semper oavenda censebam, 
baec benivole remonebam. Sed illae quidem con* 
siliatrices egregiae tuae tarn pemiciosi magisterii 
dabunt actutum mibi poenaa: te vero tantum fuga 
raea punivero * i et com termino sermonts pizmis in 
altum se proripuit. 

S5 ^ Psyche vero humi prostrate et quantum viau 
poterat volatus mariti prospiciesa extremis affligebat 
lamentationibus animum. Sed ubi remigio plumae 
raptum maritam proceritasapatii fecerat alienucn, per 
prosimi duminla marginem praecipitem seae dedits 
iS* 
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pltA^Die f Th^ god bemg burned iQ this sort, eod 
percoiviog thAt praioue eod fiutb was brokeo, he 
fled AWA/ without atterAaoe of aoj word fram the 
kisses Aod hsods of bis most imbappj wife. Bot 
p$jehe fortused Co cetcb him u be was risiag by 
the right thigh with both ud held feA 

as he dew about is the air, bisging to his (poor 
wreCeb) through bis cloudy jooracy, uaCll sueh time 
that, coDstraised bj veariaea, she let go and fell 
down upon the ground: bat Cupid lefe her not 
altogether, but followed her dowu lighted upon 
the top of a eypress-tree^aod angrily spake unto ber 
in this manner: ‘ O &mple Frfobe, consider with 
thyself, bow i (htUe regaraing the eommandraentof 
ny cQoCher, who willed me that thou shouldcst be 
married to a man base and miserable coudltioo) 
did come myself fmm heaven to love ti)oe. This 
have 1 very wantonly done, I know (and I have 
wounded mine own body with my proper weapon) 
to have thee to my spouse, and did 1 seem a beast 
unto thee, thet tnoo sbooldest go about to cut off 
my head with a rmsor, yea this head with its eyes 
that love thee so well ? Did not I always ^ve thee 
in charge against this danger? EHd not i gently 
will thee to beware ? But those cursed aiders and 
counsellors of thine shall be W4wthily rewarded for 
their pains. Aa for thee, thou sbalt be suffieiently 
punished by toy abaeaee,' And when be had spoken 
these words he took his flight into the air. 

« Then Psyche fell flat on the ground, and as long 
as she might see her husband, she cast her eyes after 
him into Ae air, weeping and lamenting mteously: 
but when be was flovra ^eaa away out m her sight, 
she threw herself into the next running river, for 
Uje great anguish and do l ou r that she was in, for 
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sed iTiitis fluTiuR in bonorem dei scilicet, qui ct ipMS 
aquas utcrc consuevit, netuenj sibi conflestiin earn 
ioooxio volumine soper ripam dcrentcni herbU ex- 
posuits Tuqc forte Pan dens rusticus iiista super- 
ejUum uimis sedebat, complexus Echo montanam 
deam earaque voculas omuhnodas etToceos recioere; 
proxizue ripam rago pastu lasciviiuit, eomam duvU 
toiidentes, eapellae. Hircuosus de\i$ sauciam Psy> 
cben atque defectaio, utcumque casus eius non inscius, 
clementer ad se vocatav permulcet verbis lenien* 
tibus; 'Puella scitula, sum qiiides) rusticasus et 
ujmUO/ sed aenectutis proUxac beneiicio multis ex- 
perimentis instructus. Venim si recte coidecto, quod 
profecto prudentes Tirl divinationem autuuiant^ ab 
isto titubsote et saepius vaciUante veetigio deque 
nimio palbre corporis et assiduo siispiritu, immo et 
ipsis marcentibus oculis tail, amore nimio Uboras. 
Ergo Qihl ausculta, nee te rursus pL’aecipitio vel uJlo 
raortes accerait&e genere perimas. Luctum desine et 
pone maeroreZD precibtisque potius Cupidioeoi deorom 
maximum percole, et utpote adolescentem debcatum 
luxuriosumque blandis obseqniis promerere/ 

S6 Sic locuto deo paatore, ouUoque sennone reddito 
sed adorato taiitum uumine salutari, Psyche pergit 
ire. Sed cum aliquant multuni vise laboranti ves- 
tigio pererraaset, inado quodam tmoite, iam die 
labente, accedit quondam civitatera, in qua regiium 
moritus uniua sororis eiua obtinebat. Qua re cognita 
Psydie ountiari praeseiitiam auam aorori desiderat; 
896 
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the lack of her husband ; howheit the gentle water 
wouid not suffer her to be drowned, but took pitj 
upon her, in tbe honour of CupUl which accusloined 
to broil and buru tbe ?er^ river, and so fearing for 
himself would not haroi her, but threw her upon the 
bank amongst the herbs. Then Pan the rustical god 
was sitting on the river-side, embracing and teaching 
the goddess Echo of tbe mountains to tune her songs 
and pipes, by whom were feeding upon the grass of 
tbe margin the ^oung and tender goats i and after 
that this goat-footed god perceived poor Psyche in 
so sorrowful case, not ignorant (1 know not by what 
means) of her rniserablo estate, be called her gently 
be^de Mm and endeavoured to pacify her in tiiU 
sort: ‘ O fair maid, 1 am a rustic and rude herds¬ 
man, howbelt (by reason of my old age) expert in 
many things; ror as far as 1 can leam by conjecture, 
which (according as wise men do term) Is called 
divioation, I perceive by your uncertain and trem¬ 
bling gait, your pale hue, your sobbing sighs, aye 
and your watery eyes, that you are greatly In love. 
'Wherefore hearken to me, go not about to slay 
yourself, nor weep not at all, but rather adore and 
worship the great god Cupid, and win him unto you, 
that is a delicate and wanton youth, by your gentle 
promise of service/ 

‘‘When the god of shepherds had spoken these 
words, she gave no answer, but made reverence unto 
him as to 8 god, and so departed: and after Uiat sbe 
bad gone more than a little way with weary feet, she 
fortuned unawares to Uke a certain path, and towards 
evening to come to a cify where the husband of one of 
her sisters did reign; 'v^lch when Psyche did under¬ 
stand, she caused that her sister had knowledge of 
ber coming. And so they met together, and after 
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mos lodactA, mutuls amplexibus alteroae salutAtionis 
ezpletis, perc^tanti causas adventus sni sic incipit: 
' MetoiQlsti cocaiUuzD Testrom, scilicet quo mihi sua- 
sistis ut bestiam, quae mahti mentlto ncmme mecgm 
qcicscebat, prins quam ingluvie vorad me zmsellam 
haurire^ ancipiti novaccla peremereiit ? Sed ctim 
primum, at aeque placuerat, conscio lumuie vultus 
eios Aspcxi, video mirum divinumque prorsus specta- 
cubm; ipsum ilium deae Veocrls filium, ipsiim in- 
quam Cupidinem leal quiete sopitum. Ac dam tanti 
booi spectaculo perclta et aimia voIuptaUs copia tUN 
beta Ihjendi labomem inopia^ casu scilicet pessinio 
lucema fervens oleum rcbulllvit in eius humerum. 
Quo dolcire statim sonmo recuasus^ ubl me ferro et 
jgni coDspexit oriaalam^ " Tu quidem " inquit " Ob 
istud tam diruin facinus confestim toro meo divorte 
tibique res tuas habeto, ego veto aororem tuam 
et nomen qoo tu censeris aiebat^*' lam mibi con* 
festitn farreatis nnptiU coniugabo/' etstatim Zeph^ro 
praeeipit ultra tcrminos me domus cins edlaret.’ 

S7. ” Necduoi scrmonem Psyche dnlerat; ilia vesanae 
libidinis et invidiae noxiao stixnulis agitate, e re con- 
cinnato mendacio fidtcM maritum, quasi de morte 
pareotum aliquid compexisset, statim navem aacendlt 
et ad illutn scopulum protious pergit, et quamvU alio 
ilantc vento, caeca spe taraen iiibians> ' Acclpe me ’ 
diceos * Cupido, dlgusm te coniugem ct ta» Zephyre, 
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gre«t embr«ciag 4Dd sftliiUtiM the sister «f Psyche 
derenoded the canse of her trerel thither. ' Meny/ 
qnotb she, * Do oot yoo remember the counsel thet 
you geve me, whereby yoa would thet 1 should kill 
with e rasor tbe beest, w^ oader coloor of my husb&nd 
did lie with me eresy mgfat, before he should utterly 
devour miserable me f Yoa sbell uDdersUnd that 
AS soon AS, by thy further adrke, 1 brought forth 
tbe lemp to see behold bis shape, I perceireil a 
wouderfol nod even • divine right; for it was the 
BOB of Venus, even Cn^ hunself, that lay softly 
Asleep. Then I, being stricken with the right of 
so greet pleesure, and distraught by ezceediDg 
great joy, could not thoroughly aasuage my delight, 
but, aIaa (by evil chance) tbe boiling oil of tbe lamp 
fortuned to fall on his shoulder, wbteh eaosed bin to 
awake; and he, aroused by tbe pain hereof, seeing 
me armed with fire and weapon, b^an to say: “ How 
dsrest thou be so bold as to do so great a mischief? 
Depart from me, and take such things as thou diddest 
bring: * for I will have tby sister ’* (and named you) 
to my wife, aitd the ahaJl be joiaed in true wedlock 
with me ; and by and by he coamandeO Zephynis 
to carry me away fruD the boonds of bis house.* 

E^yebe bad scaatly finished her tale, but her 
sister (pierced with the priek of eamaJ desire and 
wicked envy) ran home, and feigning to her husband 
with a cunningly made lie that she Wl beard seaie> 
what of the death of her parents, took shipping and 
came to ibe mountaha Ar^ although there mew a 
contrary wind, yet being brought in a vain hope, she 
cried: * O Cupid, take me a more worthy wife, and 

> Ths&OAAB foTiBiilaotdlrDrc«;as(! Cupid wss to ra>many 
tbe kbtsr by agiyWrea/io, ta« aad cwemopial tie 

ooofiaed to patrur-taas and pri ests. 
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8uscip« donliKTQ'!' s&l tu se maximo prMci pitted dedit. 
Kec Cttnen Ad iDum locum vcl saltom mortUA pervo' 
dire petuit: riam per sue cautium membrls UetetlA 
etque dissipatis et preinde ut merebatur UceratU; 
visc^bussu^alltlbus bestusque obvium fereos pabu* 
lum interiiC. Nec viediotae aeqaeotis poeoa tardavii: 
nam Payche rursus errabundo gradu pervenit ad civb 
tatem elioni, ia qua pari modo soror morabatur alia. 
Kec setins at Ipaa &Uacie gerzaanitaUe inducta, et in 
sororis eceleralaa nuptiaa aeznula, festinavit ad ficopu- 
lum Inque sioule mortis exitium cecidit. 

28 Interim, dum Psyche quacationi Ctipidinia intenta 
populos drcumlbat, ille vuldere lucemae dolens in 
ipso tbalsoio matiis iaceDS ingemebat. Tunc avis 
peralba ilia gavia, quae super ductue marinos pinnis 
Datat, demergit sese propere ad Oeeani profuodum 
gremiuiD. ibi oommodam Venerem lavantem natan* 
teraque propter assistens, indicat adustum filiam 
eiu$, gravi vulneria dolore maereotezn, dublum 
aalutis iacere, lamqae per ounctorum ora populorum 
niraoribua conviciisque vsriU omnezu Veneris iaroiliam 
male cudlie, ' quod lUe quidem niontauo soortatu, 
tu veto marioo natatu eecesseritia ac per hoc non 
voluptas ulla^ non gratia, non lepos, sed incompta et 
agreetla et horrlda enneta siirt, non nnptiae cou- 
iugales, non amicitiae sodales, non liberum caritates, 
eed enormis eluvies ^ et aqualentium foederum insuave^ 
fastidium/ Haec ilia verbose et satis curioea avis in 

^ ThellSS seem to or iitffluvk*. Tt)« suRf wtioo 

of U doe to Beroildut 
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thou, Zopbrnis, bew down thj oustress,' and so she 
cost hei4eli down from the mouata^. But she fell 
not into the neither alire aor deed, for ell the 

members end perta of her bod; were tom emongst 
the roche, whereb; she wee e prey to the birds 
end wild beeets, as she worthily deserve, and so she 
perished. Nti^er wee the vesgeeaee of the other 
delayed: for Psyche, trarelling with wandering feet, 
fortuned to come to another city,wbere her other sister 
did dwell; to whom when she had declared all such 
things as she told to her first sister, she also was 
csnght In the snare, and being very je^ous of her 
marriage, ran likewise onto tike rock,aM was slain in 
like sort. 

“ In the meantime, Psyehe travelled about in the 
conntryto seek her hosband Cu^, but be was gotten 
into his mother’s chamber, am tiiere bewailed tbe 
sorrowful wound which be caught by the oil of the 
buinlDg lamp. 'Then the white bird the fpiU, which 
swimmeth with his wings over the waves of the water, 
dew down to the Ocean sea, where she found Venus 
washing and bv * btr tg herself: to whom she declared 
her son was buRM and suffering from a grievous 
wound and in danger of death, and moreover that it 
was a common report in the mouth of every person 
to speak evil of all the family td Venus; ‘ Thy son,' 
qnotb she,' Doth nothing Imt haunt b^ots in the 
mountain, and thou tbysw dost nse to riot on the 
sea, whereby they say there is now nothing any more 
gracious, nothing pleasant, oothiog gentl^ bat all is 
become uncivil, monstrous, and hobble; moreover, 
there are no more loviitf marriages, nor friendships 
of smity, nor loving of childres, but all is disorderly, 
snd there is a very bitter hatred of weddings as ba^ 
things.' This the wordy and cnrioos guU did clatter 
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4uribo£ Ventris, (ilU lacerani erUtiraAtiooexn, gannie- 
bat i at Venus irataaolidum exclamat repente: Ergo 
iam ille bonus filias meus habet amicao aliguam) 
Prome agedum, qiiae sola mih^ servie ajxai>ter; nomen 
eius quae puerum iogeuaura et investem soUiciUvit, 
sire nia de f^ytnpharum populo seu de Honu*um 
nuoero seu de Musarum cboro at] de meanun Gra* 
tiarum ministerio/ Nec loquax 111a coiiticuit avis^ 
sed; ‘ Nescio ’ inquit^ ‘ Domina; putn puellam ilium ^ 
—SI probe inemini, Psycbes nomine dicltur-^efflcte 
cupere/ Tunc IndignatA Venus exclacoavit vel 
ro&xime *. * Psychen flle ineae fonnae sDccubara, mei 
oominis aemolain si verc dibgit, nimirum Ulud incre* 
men turn lenam me putavit, cuius monstrata paellam 
illam cognosceret.' 

Sd " Haec qoiritans properiter emerglt e mart, mjum- 
que protinus aureum thalamam petit, et repertn^ 
sicut audierat, aegroto puero 1am inde a fortbus 
quAm maxine boans, ' Honeata ’ Inquit ' Haec et 
nsUUbus nostrls bonaeque tuae fhjgi congnientia, 
ut pnmucQ quidem tuae parentis, immo dominae 
praecepta calcares, nee sordidis acoortbus ioimicam 
meam cruc^ares, Teruca etiam lioc aetatia puer tuls 
licentiosis et loimaturis iungeres an^lexibus, ut ego 
narum scilicet tolerarem inimicacn) Sed utique 
praesumis, nugo et corruptor et Inacnabilis, Ce solum 

> I do oot teal abaoloUly eartaia that gtaamar requires Uia 
subject o£ expert to be expressed; but I adopt Bosabach*s 
iao«ation oftbe losertioaoi vhleb is quite likely to have 

dxepp^ cot oMog to its reaeBblauee Co the last part of the 
precMmg word* 
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m tbe «Ars cf Veuas, reprebendiog her too. Bot 
Veuus began to be very ^grj, and said: ‘ What, 
hath my son gotten any love i I pray thee, gentle 
bird, that dost alone serve me so ^ithfully, tell me 
wh&t she is and wbat is her name, that hath troubled 
my simple and beardless ^ son in such sort, whether 
she be any of tbe tribe of tbe Nymphs, of the number 
of the Seasons, of tbe compwy of the Muses, or of tbe 
ministry of my Graces f ‘ To wbom the bird answered 
that could never be silent: ' Madam, I know not 
wbat she is; but this I know, that he loveth her 
greatly, and that she is called P^ehe.’ Then Veous 
with indignation cried ont: ' NVliat, Is it she ? The 
usurper of my beauty, the vicar of my name } And 
this is more and worse ■, will the brat tlilnk that 1 am 
a bawd, by whose shewing he fell acquainted with 
the mud? ’ 

"Thus she complained, and immediately departed 
and went to her golden chamber, where she found 
her son wounded, as it was told unto her; whom 
when she beheld she stood at tbe door and cried ont 
very loudly in this sort: 'Is this an honest thing? 
Is this honourable to thy parents and to thine own 
good name ? Is this reason that thou hast first vio¬ 
lated and broken the commandment of thy mother 
and sovereign mistress ? And whereas thou sbouldest 
have vexed my enemy with a loathsome and base 
love, thou hast done contrary: for (being but of 
tender and unripe years) thou bast with too Ueen- 
tious appetite embraced her, that my most mortal 
foe shall be made a daughter onto me. Thou pre- 
suuest and thinkest (thon tridlng boy, thou varlet, 
and without all love) that thou art alone mv true 
child, and that I am not able by reason o^ mine 
) Liu act yet clotted m a man.'* 

£45 



LUCIUS A PULE! US 

generosum, nec roe iam per aetatem pc4se cocclpere; 
velim ergo scias multo te meUoreiri filinm alium 
geaiturvD; imroo, ut cOQtumelfam magj$ sentias, 
aliquem de cneis adoptaturncn vernulis eique dona- 
turun istas piiuuia et flamuss et arcura et ipsaa 
sagiitas et omuem xneam supeUecUleio, quam tibi non 
ad bos usus dederam: nec erum de patris tui bonis ad 
SO instriictionem istam quiequom eoacessuoi eat. Sed 
male prims pueritia inductus ea et acutas manus 
habes et malorea tuos ureTereoter puJsasti totiens et 
ip$ajn matrem tuam, me iaquam ipsani parricida 
denudes cotidle et percussisti saepius et quasi 
viduam utique cootemnls, aee vitricum tuum fortissi- 
mum iUuiD oiaximumque bellatorem znetois. Quldni ^ 
Cui saepius in angorero mei paelicatus pueJlas pm* 
pinare eontuesU. Sed lam faxo te tosns huiua pae* 
niteat et sen^ acidas et amaraa istas ouptlaa. Sed 
none irrisui habita quid agsm ? Quo me oonferam } 
Quibos niodls stellonem istum eohibeam > Petamne 
anxilium ab inimica niea Sobrietate) quam propter 
hnlns ipsius luxurtam offendi saepios? At rustieae 
sqnalentisqne feminae colloquium prorsus horresco. 
Nec tamen viodietae solaclum undeujjde spernendum 
est: ilia mibi prorsua adhibenda est aec dU alia, 
quae caaCiget asperrime nugonem istum, pharetram 
explicet etsagittas dearmet, arcum ecodet, 
deflammet, immo et ipsum corpns eius aerioribus 
reiDedtUcoerceab Tunc miutiae meae litatum credi- 
derim, cum eius comes, qiias Istis mentbus meis 
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to bave ajiother «on; but this I could do, arcJ 
thou shouldest well understftod that 1 would bear 
a more worthier than thou: but to work thee a 
^eater despite, 1 do detenoine to adopt one of 
servaots, and to givt him these wings, this dre, tids 
bow and tliese arrows, and all other furniture which 
1 gare to tbee, though not for this purpose; for of 
aU this nothing came to thee from thy father to thy’ 
lurnfsbment Bat first thou bast been evil brouglit 
up aod Instructed in thy youth r thou hast thy liands 
ready and sharp: thou hast often laost rudely struck 
and beaten tby andentS) and especially thy own 
mother, myself I say, thou bast robbed rue daily, 
thou very parricide, and bast pierced me with tby 
darts, thou conteznnest me as a widow, neither doA 
thou regard thy valiant and invincible stepfather, 
but to anger me more tbou settest hirb after wenches 
that 1 may be jealous: but 1 ^^ll esuse that thou 
sbalt shortly repent tbee of this sport, aod that this 
marriage shall be bitter to thee and dearly bought. 
To what a public scorn am 1 now driven^ What 
shall J do ^ Whither shall I go t How shall 1 
repress tliis beast ? Shall 1 ask aid of mine enemy 
Sobhety, whom I have often offende^l because of 
thy wantormess? But I bate to seek for counsel 
from so poor and rustical a woman. No, no, how- 
beit 1 win not cease from my vengeance, u'hence- 
soever it cometh; to her must 1 have recourse for 
help, and to none other (I mean to Sobriety) who may 
correct sharply this trificr. take away his quiver, 
deprive bixn oi his arrows, unbend bis bow, quench 
Ms fire, and subdue his body with punishment still 
more bitter; and when that she hath rased and cut off 
this bis hair, which 1 have dressed with mine own 
hands and made to glitter like gold, and when 
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$ubinde Aurto uitore perstxiroi, d«r8$«rit; 

quu meo ^enuo oectarei fontu infecl, practotoo* 

derit' 

$l ''SiG ei!kta (ons seae poripft infests et sto* 
machatft biles Veneries. Sedeem protinus Ceres et 
luno coDtinuectar viseraque TuJtu tumido queesiere 
cur trud saperdlio UnUm reauslstem micentium 
oculortim ccerceret. At itle ^Opportune' Inquit 
' Ardenti prorsus isto meo pectori violentiem edUcet 
perpetratoree venitis. Sed totis, oro, vestris viribus 
PsTClieo iilam fugitivsm volaticem mibi requirite, 
Nee enim vos aUque domus meae famcaa fabtila et 
non dieendl filU mei facta latuerunt/ Tunc iltae non^ 
^naracj quae sunt, palpare Veneris tram aae> 
vieotem $ie adertae: ' Quid tale^ detutna, dellquit 
tuua ffiias ut anime pervicaci voluptatee illius im- 
pugnes, et quam ilie diligittu quoque perdere ges- 
tias^ Quod autem^ oramus, isti crimen si puellae 
lepidae libenter arridt ? An ignoi'aa euxn maseulum 
et iuvenem esse, vel certe iam quetsit ajinorom oblita 
es ? Ad quod aetatem porUt bcUule, puer Ubi 
seroper videttirf Mater autem tu et praeterea cor- 
data mulier (rlii tui lusua semper explorabis CQrlose, 
et in eo luxariem culpabis et amoree revinces et tuas 

a Tbe {oddaHta iid koow what bad been going os, so tbit 
It is neecMirj, m fierooldu saw. eiUsr to loaert non before 
4^rdo,or to read fttaret. 
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sbe hAl^ clipped hi» wings which I myself hare dyed 
with the immortal founlam of my hreast, then shall 
I think to here sufficiently rerenged myself for the 
injury which he hath done.’ 

“ When she had spoken these words she departed 
in a great rage out of her chamber foil of the bitter¬ 
ness of very Venus; and inunedlately as she was going 
away, came Juno and Ceres, and seeing her angry 
countenance, they demanded the cause of her anger, 
and why with so gloomy a frown she had dimmed 
the glory of her lining eyes. Then Venus made 
^wer: ^Verily you are come in good ttme to carry 
into effect the purpose of my fuKous heart; but I 
pray you with all diligence to seek out one whose 
name is Psyche, who b a vagabond, and runneth 
about the countries, and I think you are not ignorant 
of the bruit of my sori Cupid, aud of his demeanour, 
which I am ashamed to declare/ Then they under¬ 
standing and knowing the whole matter,endeavoured 
to mitigate the ire of Venus in this sort: * What is the 
cause, madam, or how hath your son so offended that 
you should so greatly accuse his love, and blame him 
by reason that he is amorous ? And wliy should you 
seek tlie deatli of Jier whom he doth fancy? N^4at 
is his fault, we pray, if he have accorded to the 
mind of a fair maiden? What, do not you know 
that he is a man and a young man? Or have you 
forgotten of what years he is? Doth he seem 
always to you to be a child because he beareth well 
his age ? You are bis mother and a kind and under¬ 
standing woman ; will you contiaually search out his 
dalliance? Will you blame his luxury? Will you 
bridle his*.Iove f And will you reprehend your own art 
and d ell ghts in your lo v«ly son ? Wliat g^ or man is 
be, that can endure that you should sow or disperae 
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artes toasqne daUcias in formoso Alio reprehendes ? 
Qqjs sutem It dtiifn, qnia borainuin patietui psssiiD 
CDpidices populU dUsenunADtecn, cum tuse domue 
araorea amare coerceaa et vitiorum muUcbfium 
pubUcam praecludas officmam ? * Sic iliac vnctu 
sagitUrum patrocloio graUoso Cupidini qoamvis ab¬ 
sent! blandiebantor. 5ed Venus indignata ridicule 
tractari anas ioliirias praevei’Sis illis alterorsus concito 
gradu pelago vUm capesslt. 
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y<«a setd of lore in tvtsrj pUce^and *t the same time 
rnalf^ A restraint of that same lore within toot own 
doors, and entire]; close and shnt up that factor; 
where the natural faults of women are made f' In 
this sort these goddesses eodearoured to excuse 
Cupd with a]I their power {ahbough he were 
absent) for fear of his dart shafts of love. But 
Venus would in no wise aasna^ her heat, but 
(thinking that the; did but tride and taunt at her 
injuries) sbe departed from them, and took her 
voyage again towards the sea in all haste. 
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I ''iKTSRtA PsTcbe varies i&ctabator discursibus, dies 
noctes4jue loariti vesUgationibiu inquieta animo, 
tanto cupUlior iratum licet, si noa uxoris bl&nditlis 
leoire, ccrte servilibus preclbus propitiare. £t 
prozpecto tempio quodam in ardui montis vertice, 
* Unde sutem ’ Inquit * Scio an istie mens de^t 
docoliias ?' tt UUee dirigit citatum gradum, quern 
defectum prorsos aasiduis laboiibus apes incitabat et 
vetuin. lamque naviteT emensia cebioribua iugis 
pulvinahbus sese prozunam intulit: videt spicas 
frumentarias in acervo et abaa flezUes in corona et 
spicas bordei videt j erant et ialces et operae 
messoriae mundue onmis, sed cuncta pasaim iaccntaa 
et incuria confiisa et, ut solet aestu, laborantium 
manibus prdeeta. Haec singula Psyche curiose 
djvidit et discretim remote rite componit, raU scilicet 
nulbus dei fena ae caerlmonias neglegere se debere 
sed omnium benivolam misericordiam coirogare. 

8 Haec earn sollidte seduloque curantem Ceres 
alma deprehendit et longum ezclamat protinus: 
' Ain, Psyche miseranda ? Totum per ori^era Venus 
anxia disquisitions tuum vestigium furens oninii re* 
quirit teque ad extremuin suppliduzn ezpetit et totis 
UO 
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Ih the mean $eaw>n Pffcfae huHed benelf hitlier 
and thither, seekioj^ djj and ni^bt for her hoabtod 
with unquiet mind, eager the more becaoae the 
thought that if be would not be appeased with the 
sweet flattery of hia wife, vet he would take mercy 
upon her at her serrile and contznual prayers. And 
(espying a chureb on the top of a high bill) she said: 
' How can I tell whether my husband and master be 
there or no ?' Wherefore she went swiftly thither* 
ward, and with great pain and trarail, yet moved by 
hope "nd de^re, after that ahe had sbMitly climbed 
to the top of the meontafa, she went op to \i»t sacred 
couch, where behold, she eq>ied sbeares of com !yiog 
on a heap, blades twisted into gariands, and reeds of 
barley; moreorer $be saw hooks, s^thes, sickles, and 
other ins&nments to reap, but eve^thJng lay out of 
order, and as it were cast down carelessly in the 
suDuaer heat by the hands of labourers; which when 
Psyche saw, she gathered cp and put everything 
duly in order, tbioJdng that would not despise or 
contemn the temples of any of the gods, but rather 
get ^e faroui and benevolence of them all. 

By and by Lady Ceres came In and beholding 
her buy and cuiious in faer cbapel, cried out afar off 
said: ^ O Psyche, needful of mercy, Venus 
searcheth anxiously for thy in eveiy place, 
mad St heart to revenge henelf and to punish thee 
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DUfuinis ni ririboi ohJoaem To v^ro rCTun 

meftnm tot^lsm dodc geris ei oliod qulequuD cogi- 
te^ hi^ d« ta» toloU?’ Time P^ehe petlee tius 
Advelutt et uberi fleto riguu due Tutagle Lumuio^ue 
veireos cricAoi sni^ nultihigu precibus editis^ veniam 
postulabat: ' Per ego te frugiferam tueni dextereio 
istam deprecor, per laetifias meesiaai caerimoaiu, 
per tecita secrete detenim et per fecanloruoi tuorum 
drecoDuiD puiDeta cnmcole et glebee S!cul«e nU 
rt>TT>inA et evrnun npeeem et temm tenecea et 
inlosiintnuD Proser^miee aeptiemm demeecule et 
lojxuDostriiJD filiee inreotionuiD remeecnle, et cetera 
quae sUentio tegit Beueiate Atticee secrarium^ 
miserandae Ptyebee eaboee, eeppOieJa toae, eobsiate. 
Inter Utam epicenm coageriem petere 7el peuculoa 
dice dclitescam, qnoad deee tantee saeriens ire spatio 
temporia mitigetwel certe meee vires diatino labore 
i fessee qnletia intemllo leniimtur/ Susdpit Ceres: 
'Toia qoidem Incrfmceis predNia et coinmoveor et 
opitalari cupio; red eognaUe meae^ coxa qua ettain 
foedu aatiqmiia emidtiae cedo, bonae praeterea 
feraiaae, grmtiam talMre nequeo. Deoede 

itaque de istia eedibes protinos, et quod a me retenta 
ouatoditaque non iueria, optimi eoosule.’ 

''Cootra spem sosn repalsa Psyche et affllcta 
du^lci maestitie iter retrersum (torngeiu inter sob- 
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grievously with all tbe power of her godhead, but 
hast thou more mind to be here aod to h>ok af^r my 
affairs, and carest for nothing less than thy safety ^ ’ 
Then Psyche fell on her knees before her, watering 
her feet with her tears, wiping the ground with her 
hair, and with great weeping and manv supplications 
desired pardon, saying: * O great and bofy goddess, 
1 pray thee by thy plenteous and liberal right hand, 
by thy joyful ceremonies of Harvest, by ^e secrets of 
thy b^kets, by the frying chariots of the dragons thy 
servants, by the tillage of the ground of SicUy which 
thou hast invented, by the chariot of the ravishing 
god,* by the earth that held thy daughter fast, by the 
dark descent to the unHlutninM marriage of Proser¬ 
pina, by thy diligent inquisition of her ■ttd thy bright 
return, an4 by other secrets which are concealed 
within the temple of Eleuais in tbe land of Athens, 
take piiy on me thy servant Psyche, and help my 
miserable soul, and mt me bide myself a few days 
amongst these sheaves of com until the ire of so great 
a goddess be past, or until that I be refresh^ of 
my great labour and travail.* Then answered Ceres: 
‘ Verily, Psyche, 1 am greatly moved by thy prayers 
and tears, and desire with all ray heart to aid thee, 
but if I should suffer thee to be ^dea here, 1 should 
incur the displeasure of my good cousin, with whom 
I have made a treaty of peace and an ancient 
promise of amity: wherefbre f advise thee to depart 
from this ray temple,and take it In good part in that 
I do not keep and guard thee aa a prisoner here-’ 

" Then Psyche driven sway, contrary to her hope, 
was doubly afflicted with sorrow, and so she returned 
back again : and behold, she perceived afar off in a 

1 Pluto, who carried off Proearplaa to H»ll trom the 
of ffoDoa, la Sioily. 
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sitoe cocraJ^U soblaciduD loeom fffosjKdt fsaum 
sollerti stfxi^nm, Mc vel apei 

melioris aiam voleas omittete, $ed adire cuinscuiP^ue 
(lei veolAiD, sacntis fbribu proximat. Videt dona 
pretioaa ac laciniae aaro litterataa ramia arborum 
postibosque soffixas, qnae nun gratia laed nomen 
deae cui fuenat dicata testabantuj. Tuoe genu nixa 
et manibos aram Upestem amplexa, deteras ante 
e lacrimis, ac apprecntnr: ‘ Magm lovia germane et 
coniuga, are to Sami, quae sola partu vagituque et 
alimooia tua glohator, teoes vetusta delubra; eive 
celsae Cartbagizds, qoae te H^iDem eectura leenis 
caelo eommeantem pefti^ beataa aedee frequectas; 
aive pr^ae npas loaebi, qui te iam oaptao) Tonantis 
et reginam dearura memorat, Aigivonim 

preeddea mocaibua; quam cunctaj oriens Z^giam 
venerator et »«Tini€ oecidens Lucinam ^>pellat; as 
ueis extremis cadbos luco See^^ta, Deque m tantis 
eicancUtis laboribos deffaaim fmimneBtU perieoli 
metu libera Qood soles praegoatibus pericU* 

tsntibus oltro subvetdre.’ Ad istam moduD suppll' 
csntl statim seee iuno cum totiossoi numinis augusta 
dignltate praesentat, et protinna ‘ Quam vellem' 
254 
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valley a temple standing witbio a foreat, 

fail aad curioualy wroughtand minding to overpass 
no place whither better hope did direct her, although 
it might be uncertain, and to the intent she woald 
desire the pardon of every god, she approached nigh 
to the sacred doors. There she saw precious riches 
and vestments engraven with letters of gold, banging 
upon branches of trees “nA the posts ox the temple, 
testifying the name of the goddess Juno to whom 
they were dedicated and the reason of their odering. 
Then she kneeled down upon her knees, and em¬ 
bracing the altar fwhidi was yet warm) with jier 
hands, and wiping ner tears away, began to pray in 
this sort: * O dear spouse and sifter ox the great go<l 
Jupiter, which art adored among the great temmes 
of Samos alone made famous by thy birth, and innnt 
crybtg, and nurture; or worshii>ped at high and 
happy Carthage, as a maid, being earned uirough 
heaven by a Hon; or whetlxer the rivers of the 
loachus do celebrate thee, ruling over tiie notable 
walls of Argos, aud know that tiiou art the wife of 
the great ihunderer and the goddess of goddesses: 
all the east port of the world hath tliee in veneration 
as Zygia, all the west world called thee Lucioa: I 
play thee to he mine advoeate and Saviour < in my 
tribulations; deliver me from the great peril which 
pursuetb me, and save me that am wearied with so 
long labours and sorrow, for I know tliat It is Chou 
that suceoureat and helpest such women as are with 
child andin danger.’ tnen Juno, hearing the prayers 
of Psyche, appeared unto her in all the royaldi^ty of 
her godhe^, saying: * Certes, Psyche, 1 would gl^y 

X P«ych« ^peals to Joao In Lsr threefold aspoet: Zyffs, as 
geddeu of mardigs: ZacIos, as goddess of obildbJrtn; aed 
beapitai as protaetrass sad daliverer. 
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iDquit ‘ Per fidem oataa meum pre<aba$ fcoU accozn* 
coodw! Sed coatn volimtitem Veoeru, nuius 
oeae, quam filiae semper diles \oo^, pmestare me 
pudor fion dnii Tue etiam legibu, quae servos 
aUencs per^igas iavitis retaat suseipi, prehi* 

beor.' 

$ Iste qaoqee fortimae naufi'agio PsTcheperterriU 
nec indipisci iam raanbuB votatilem quieos, tota spe 
salutis depoata, ac ipsa anas cogitataoaes eoesuluit: 
‘ lam qoae pcesont alia meis aerumnis temptari rel 
adhiberi aubsidia, cm nee dearum qoidem qoamquam 
voleotium potueront prodesse suSngia? Quorsum 
itaqve Untis laqoeis iaclnss vestigiam porrigam, qut- 
busqce tectis vel etiam tenebris abseon^U magnae 
Veneris ineritahiies oenlos edngiam? Quin igitur 
oiasculuD tandem snmis animum et cassae specalae 
renantias fortiter, et DlCrooeam te dovinae tuae 
reddis et vel sera modestia saevientes impetos eius 
oiitlgas^ Qui seias an etiam, quern dia quaeiitas, 
iliac in domo matris repperias.^' Sic ad dubium 
obseqolom, imrao ad certam ezitium praeparata prin* 
eipium futoiae secum medltabatut obsecmtionis. 

^ At Venus terrenis remediis inquisidonis abnueiis 
caelum petit lubet iostni eumuB, qaem ei Vul- 
cunus anrifex sabtili &Mca studiose poliverat et 
ante thalami nidimentiun nuptiale munus obtulerat, 
Ilmae tenuantis detrimento coospicaom et ipsios auri 
^soiDo preticsujn. De multis quae area eubiculum 
dcminae stabalan^ procedunt quatuor caodidae 
i56 
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help thee; boi 1 ud *slumed to do wijtliing cMt> 
tnry to the will of 1317 deDj^htetto’Uw Vtnos, whom 
alweje 1 have loved as nine own child; and more^ 
over 1 shall incor the dao^ of the Uw entitled De 
terw comtpia, whereby 1 am forbidden to retain any 
servant hjgitive a^aiust the vlU of hia master.’ 

" Then Psyclie, terrified at this new shipwreck of 
fortwe, as witboat all hope of her safe^ and the re¬ 
covery of her bubaDd, reasoned with herself in this 
sort: *Now what comfort or remedy as left to my 
afflictions, when as coy praye>s will nothing avail 
with the goddesses, though they be willing enough 
to help me } What shall i do ? Whither shall I go, 
that am set aboat and surrounded with such snares f 
In what eave or darkness shall I bide myself to avoid 
the piercing eyes of Venus ? Why do I not teke a 
good heart, reitoancing my vain laopes, and offer my¬ 
self with humility (though it be late) unto her whose 
anger 1 have wrought and so tty to softeu her great 
fury f What do I koov whether be wh^ I seek 
for so long be not in the bouse of his mother?’ 
Thus unto a donbtfol serviee, nay onto certain de¬ 
struction, Psyehe prepared herself how she might 
toake her orison and prayer unto Venus. 

But Venus, after that she was w’earywith searching 
over all the earth for Psyche, returned towards heaven 
and commanded that one should jirepare the chariot 
which her husband Vulcanus liad most curiously 
shaped given onto her as a marriage gift before 
that she had first eritered the bridal chamber; and 
It was so finely wrought that it had been made the 
more precious even of the very gold which the file 
had taken away. Pour white doves, out of ell those 
that stood sentioel to the chamb^ of their lady, 
stepped very briskly in fnat and bowed their 
a iS7 
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coloubM) 6 t hi)*ris isMssibiu picta torquentM 

itJgum g^moieBm subeast snsceptaque laetae 

subvetant Camim deae proseqoeatea gasnita con- 
sMpenU UsciTioDt passeres et eetene quae dalce 
cantitant atcs melleia nave resonantes ad- 

vestum deae prosimtianL Cednnt nobea et caelum 
liliae pasditus et $uoiroa$ aether cure gaudio suscipiC 
deam, aec obvias aquilaa vel acdpitrea rapaces perti* 
mescit magtiae Vesens easorm finn ilia. 

7 “ Tiisc se prodoBS ad lovia Mfias arees diiigit et 
petita soperbo Mereari, del vocaHs, operae neees- 
sariam usuram postniat. Nec re&oit lovis caerolum 
superciHam: tuse orans iUieo, comitaste etiarD 
Meroaiio, Veoos caelo deniaat eique sollicite sent 
rerba: ‘ Prater Arcadi^ ads oempe sororem toata 
Venerem Merciul praeaentia nil uoquam feeUse, 
sec te praeterit ut^ae qaanto iam tempore delites- 
ceotem aneilljm oeqalverim repperire : nil ergo 
sapereet quam toe praecoaio praemiuia inveatiga- 
tiofiis pablicitaa edieere. Pac e r g o mandatum raa- 
tares meum et iodieta, qai possit agBosd, manifeate 
dedgoes, ae> si qaia oeeeltationia iUldtae Crimea 
sabierit, igsorantiae se poadt excosationedefeodere’; 
et afoal dicens Ubelhun ei porrigit, ubi Psyches 
nomen eontineliator et eaten. Quo &cto protious 
domum seeessiL 

8 “ Nac Uercurfas cssidt obaeqaiom: asm per 

omiuum ora populonnc discurrem dc man- 
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rsinboir-coIcmTed oecks to the yoke of precious gems, 
aud when Venus was entered in, bore op the eheriot 
intH greet diligence. After hit chariot there fol¬ 
lowed a number of sparrows chirping about, making 
sign of joy, and all other kind of birds sang reij 
Sweetly with honeyed notes, foreahewing the coming 
of the great goddess: the doods gare place, the 
bearena opened the upper air received her 

joyfully, the birds that followed, being the tuneful 
ch<^r of Venus, nothing feared the eagles, hawks, and 
other rarenoui fowl in the air. Incmitinently she 
went unto the royal palace of the god Juj^ter, and 
with proud and lx>ld petition demanded the service 
of Mercury the berald in certain of hex affairs, where¬ 
on to Jupiter consented, nodding with Eiis aaure brow; 
then with much joy she descended from heaven with 
Mercury, and gave h»yn aa earnest charge to pot in 
execution her words, saying: ‘ O toy brother, bom 
in Arcadia, thou knowest well that 1 fwbo am thy 
sister) did never enterprise to do anyuiog without 
thy presence: then knowest also bow long I have 
sought for a girl Chat ia a-hiding cannot find her: 
wherefore there resteth nothing else aave that tboa 
do publicly pronoonce the reward to such as take 
her. See thou put in exeentioQ my commandment, 
account the signs by which she may be known, and 
declare that wbataoever he be that retainetb her 
wittingly against my will, be shall iMt defend himself 
by any mean or exenaatiosL’ And when she had 
spoken this, she delivered onto him a paper wherein 
was contained the name of Psyche and the resdue 
of his publicatioo» which done, she departed away 
to her lodging. 

•• 3y and by Mercurina, obeying her commands, 
proelmmed througbont all the worid that whatsoever 

iS9 
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dntae pnnlkaUooifi ovaik ei4«quebatiir: * Si qais 
« fqgn ntriifam t«1 ocoUtoD deoMbstnre poterit 
fugitiVAPt regU fitum, Veaeris AncillAnij nomioe 
Ps^cben, conrcniAt Ktro metas Murtiu Mercnriuin 
pr^dicAUtrem^ leceptanu udicirAe nomtoe ab ipsa 
Vanere sept«m saria anavia et umm blandientis 
appulao liogttae looge maUittuo.* Ad buoc madiim 
proonDtUnta Uaraano taatt pnemii cupido certatim 
oamium mortaUam sCadioai arrexent; quaa ras 
SDAC vei maxima suxtolit Psycbaa oronam cuQCta> 
tienem. Xanqoa fom at ios doomaa proximanti 
occurrit uta de faxooUtiooa Venaru^ nomiae Con- 
saetudo, aUUm^ua, gnantcm maxime potoit, excJa* 
mat ; ' Tandem; aneiUa Qeqaissjma, dommare babere 
te seiM eoepisti? An pro cetera morum toorura 
temeritate istod qQoqoe neaeire te fingfs, guantoa 
laborer cirta toaa iaqaisstiooea susUnuerimus ? 5 ed 
bene, quod meaa potisstmoai tMUoa inddisti et inter 
Orci caocfoa iam qjcoe baesUti, datora scDicet 
9 uetutuxQ tantae cootuoMciae poenas ’; et auda- 
citer In capinos eios inoitsss roanu Crabebat cam 
neqnaqoam renitentem. Quau ubi piimum indue* 
U» oblatamque sibi cooipexit VenuS; laetiasimum 
caebinnaen extollit, et qualeni aoleat frequenter irati, 
caputque qoatieiu et aaealpCDS aorem dexteram, 
'Tandem* inquit 'Digpata es socrum tuam aalu* 
tare I An potios naritucD; qni teo raloere pericU- 
tatuf; ioterrisere eeiusti ? Sed erto secura; lam 
enim exdpiam te nt bonara Durum cendecet *; et 
' Ubi sant ’ (oqoit ' SoRicitado atqae Thatitiea, 
«€0 
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he were ihxt could bring b*ek or tell may tidbigs of 
4 kiog^s fugitive deogbler, the tervent of Venus, 
netted Psyche, let him bring word to Mercury, behind 
the Martian temple, end for reword of hia peliu he 
should receive seven sweet his**'* of Veooa and ooe 
more sweetW honeyed from the touch of her loving 
tongue, Aner that Mercury bad pronoosced these 
thinga, every man was iudamed witii desire of so 
great a guerdon to search her oat, and this was 
the cause that put aw^ all doubt from P^che, 
who was ell but cone in right of the bouse oi 
Venus: but one of her servants called Custom 
came out, who, espying Psyehe, cried with a loud 
voice: ' O wicked harlot as thou art, now at 
length tlton shalt know that thou bast a mistress 
above thee what, beade all tby other bold carriage, 
dost thou make thyself igsoraat, as if thou Oddest 
not understand what travail we have takeu in search¬ 
ing for thee i 1 am glad that tbou art come into my 
hands, thou art now in the claws of Hell, sod shalt 
abide the pain and puoisbment of thy great con* 
tumscy ' ; and therewithal sbe sused ber by 
tbe hair, and brought ber before the presence of 
Venus, 

“ When Venus espied her brought mto her 
presence, she began to laugh loudly, as angry 
persons accustom to do, and she sbaku her head 
and scratched her ri^t ear,^ saying: ' Have you now 
deigned at length to visit yoor mother? Or per- 
chance to visit yoor busbania, that is in danger of 
death by your m^na > Be you assured 1 will handle 
you like a daughter; where be my maidens Sorrow 
and Sadness ? ’ To whom, when Uiey came, she 

) ?iiny, yUwrsl ifiKary. S. fS t " Behind the right ear 
Likewise Is Ike pnptr place e< Jftmmt.” 
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wdJI&e qubos iotro vo«*ti9 torquendara 

trtdiAit aacD. At iJl*t eaqueotaa batUe praecaptam 
misellam fla^Ui$ affiietaai at c^taiis tor* 
laeatis excrudAtam itorav domisue coespeotui red* 
dunt, TuQc rursuA SdbUte riso Venus 'Et eeee’ 
isquit 'Kebis turgidi reatris toi lenoctnio eommovet 
misentioiieai, uade me praedera subole aviam beataia 
seilicet &cisC. Fe&x vero tgo, quae in ipso aetstis 
iDeae {lore Tocabor aria, et rilis aadUae fiUus nepos 
Veaeris aodiet. Qoaiaqaaffl ioepta e^ fms^a filium 
dicam: inpares eiiim miptiae, et praetera in villa ame 
ter^bos, et patre non cooseotjente lactae le^timae 
non pomoat videri, ac per boo q>Qiius iste oascetar^ 
si tamen pertom caanioo pe r f e rre t« patiemiir/ 
lO "His editia inrolat vestemqoe plurifariizQ 
dilorioat, capUloqne dUeisao et cafute coDquaaaato gra- 
viter afljgit, et accepto ftomeDto et bordeo et milio 
et papavere et cicere et lente et Caba eommixtisque 
acervatixB cosibsid la oaun grumulum aic ad iliam i 
' Videris eobo mihi tam deformis ancUla nulloalio eed 
tantam sedulo nunisterio amatoree toos promereri: 
tare ergo et ipaa frogemtaam periciiubor. Diaceme 
aemioum istoram pasnram eongeriem aiugulisque 
granis rite dispostia atqoe seiogatia ante Istau ve$* 
peram opoa expeditam approbate mihj.’ Sic aasig* 
nato taotorum teminum cunoJo ipsa ceoae nuptiaJi 
•soMtvit Nee Ps^e laanoa admolitur incoDditae 
itia 
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delivered Psyche to be croelly tonneated. They 
folliUed the conuundiDeDt of their oaUtren, srid 
hiitr they bad piteously scoorged her vrith whips 
and had otberwiae tormeated her, they presented 
her again before Veana. Then she be^n to laugh 
agaio, toying: ‘ Behold, she thioketh that by reason 
of ber great belly, which she bath gotten by playing 
the wlure, to move me to pitf, sm to mue me a 
happy grandmother to her noble child. Am not X 
btppy, chat in the flovrishing time of all mine age 
shall ht called a grandmother, and the $oq of a vue 
harlot shall be accounted the grandson of Venus. 
Rcwbeit I am a fool to term him by the name of a 
son, since as the marriage was made between unequal 
persons, in no town, without witnesses, and not by 
the consent of their parents, therefore the marriage 
is illemtimate, and the child (that shall be bom) a 
bastara, if indeed we fortune to nSer thee to live till 
thou be delivered.’ 

"When Venos bad spoken these words, she leaped 
upon poor Psyche, and (tearing eveiywhert her 
apparel) took her nolently by the hair, and dashed 
her bead upon the ground Then she took a great 
quantity of wheat, barley, millet, poppv-seed, pease, 
lentils, and beans, and mingled ^em all together on 
a heap, uyiog: * Thou art so eviU^voured, girl, 
that won seemest onable to get the grace of thy 
lovers by no other means, bat only by diliMot and 
painful service: wherefore I will prove wnat cbou 
eanst do; see that tfaon separate all these grains one 
from another, dispodog them orderly is tbeir quality, 
and let it be done to my content before night.' When 
she had appointed this heap of seeds unto Psyche, she 
departed to a great baoqaet for a ourriage that was 
prepared that vy. But P^che went not about to 
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iUi et inextricabtli twli, sed ixmnaniute praeeepti 
constenula $l)ens obstup«cit. Tunc fortnicuU ilU 
parvula atquc ruriwia, cerU difficultetis UnUe 
laborlsque, mtserU ccntubcmaUs maguidcisocrusque 
wevittam execrat* discurrens naviter convocat cono- 
gatqac cunctam forniicarjio accolarum dassem: 

‘ Miscremim terrae omniparenlis agilee aJorDnae^mise- 
remini et Amoris uxwi, puellae lepidae, pcricUtanU 
prompU vclocitate suocurnte.’ Ruunt aliae su|)cr- 
que ftUae sepeduio popolorum undae summ<»que 
studio siugulae granatim totura digerunt acervum 
sepapaMtnque distribiitis disaitiaque generibus e con- 
spectu perniciter abcunt. 

II "Scd initio Doctia e eonvMo Quptiali vino ma- 
doia et fpdgrans baiwuna Venus remeat totamque 
revincte corpus rosts micantibus, vlsaque diligcnlia 
miri Iftboris, ^Non tuum' inquit 'Kequisslma, 
nee tuarum mannum istud opus sed illiua, eoi 
too, imnio «t ipaus malo pUcuistr; ct frusto 
dbarii patiU ei proiecto culntum facessit. Interim 
Cupido solns interiorls domus unici cubicuU custo- 
dia cUasos coercebatur acriter, iMrtim nc petulanti 
luxorie vulnuj gravaret, ne cum sua cupita 

eonveniret. Sic ergo distentia et sub uno tecto sepa- 
ratis amatoribus tetra nox exanclaU. Sed Aurora 
commodum iiiequiUnte vocatae Psychae Venus in6t 
talia ; 'Videsae tUud nemus quod fluvio praeter- 
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dissever the gnio (es beiog t thing impossible to be 
brought to pees, hj rensoo it so confusedly tCMt~ 
tered) bnt being sstonled at the emel eoaunand- 
ment of Venus, est stOl and said nothing. Then the 
little pismire the ant, that dwelletb in the iields, 
knowing and taking pt^ of the great difficulty end 
labour of the consort of so great a god, and cursing 
the eraelDeas of so eril a mother, ran about nimbly 
hither and thither, to her all the ante of 

the eouutry, saying: ^ I pray yoo, my friends, ye 

E 'ek daughters of the ground the mother of all 
nga, take mercy on this po<w maid espoused to 
Cupid, who is in great danger of her person; I pray 
yon help her with all djligence.’ Incontineotly they 
came, the hosts of ^-footed creatures one after 
another in waves, separating and dividmg the grain, 
and after that they had pnt each kind of corn in 
order, they ran away again in all baste from her ^ght. 

‘‘When night Caine, Veons retonted bone from 
the banquet well tippled with wine, smelliDg oi 
balm, and all her borly crowned with garlands of 
roses, who when she espied with what great diligence 
the work was done, began to ay: 'Tltis is not the 
labour of thy hands, vile qnean, bat rather of his 
that is amorous of thee to thy hart and bis.' Then 
sbe gave her a morsel of brown bread, and went to 
sleep. In the mean season Cupid was closed fast In 
the most sorest chamber of the house, (tartly because 
he should not hurt himself the more with wanton 
dalllanoe, and partly becanae he should not speak 
with his lore. So was the nirtt Intterly passed by 
these two lovers divided one oom another beneath 
the same roof. Bat when Aurora was driving in 
through tl)e nioti^og sky, Venas called Psyche, and 
said: 'Seest thou yonder forest that extendetb out 

Sb5 
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luead ripisqae longis attenditor, cuins iioi frutices * 
vidourn fontem despidunt^ Ove$ ibl Diteat «9 Aurique 
colore* dorentes IncusKodito psstu vagantor: lode de 
coiDA predosi velUris floccum mUil confestiin quoquo 
luodo quMAtum ofieraa censeo,’ 

'‘Perrexit Ps/chc vo]enUr, non obsequiom quu 
dccn ills Aioctura, sed requiem molorum preecipldo 
duvialls rupU hebitura. Sed inde de du?io musicae 
suavis nutricula lecl erepltu dulcis aurae divinitua 
laspirata sc vadcinatar arundo Tirldia: ‘ Psjche, 
taotis aeruTCDis esercita, ncque toa mlaerrima morte 
meaa aanctas aquaa poiluas nee vero isCud horae* 
eoatra fbrmidabiles ovea feraa aditum, quoad de solia 
flagrantia rautuatae calorem truci ralAe sclent eiferri 
comoque acuto et fronte saxea et nonnonquam 
Tenenatis toorsibus In eaitium aaevire moHaliun. 
Sed dum meridiee soils sedaverit vaporem et pecoa. 
spiritus duvialis aerenitate aonquiererint, poteris sub 
ilia proeensslroa platano, quae mecQm slmul unum 
duentum bibitj latenter abscoudere. £t cum primum 
mitigata furia laxaperint ores aDimum, pcrcuasls 
Irondibua attigui nevoris lanosum aurum repperies, 
19 quod passim stirpibus conveus obbserescit.' Sic 
arundo implex et biuaana Psycbea aegerrimam 
aalotem suam docebat; nec aosooltatu impaenitendo * 

‘ CWm aoet n«o«asaril7 nfo to tbs grore, and not to tba 
river, so that tha K 9 S' ffurjr^ cannot sMnd, Tea d«r Yllat’s 
MMeet is a poaalbla 

* Thta U tha corracUon o( tha older editors tor the nii* 
intelUfible aww eo^ of the U56, 

866 
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In lenrtb with the river-bank$, the bnehes where&f 
look down upon the stresm herd by } There be 
^reet sbeep shining like g:o]d, and kept byno issooer 
of person; 1 comroeod thee that thou go thither end 
bring me home some of the wool of their fleeces.’ 

“ rsyehe erose willingly, not to do her coromand* 
tcenC, but to throw herself headlong into the water 
to end her sorrow. But then a green reed, nurse of 
sweet music, inspired by divine inspiration with a 

t racious tone and melody, began to say:' O Psyche, 
arried by these great labours, I pray thee not to 
trouble or pollute my holy water by thy wretched 
death, and yet beware that thou go not towards the 
terrible wild sheep of this coast unUl such time as 
the heat of tite sun be past for when the sun is ixi 
his force, then seem they most dreadful and furious 
with their sharp horns, tbeir stony foreheads, and 
tlieir pmsouous bites wherewith they arm themselves 
to the destruction of mankind: but until the midday 
is past and the heat assuaged, and until the flock doth 
begin to rest in ^e gentle breete of the river, thou 
mayest hide thyself here by me under this great 
plane-tree, which drinks of the river as I do also, and 
as soon as their great fury U past and their passion 
is stilled, thou mayest go among the tbick^ ind 
bashes under the wood-side and gather the locks of 
their golden fleeces which thou shalt hod hanging 
upon the briars.* Thus spake the gentle and 
benign reed, shewing a mean to most wretched 
Psycne to save her life, which she bare well in 

s So Salttsaiuj for the USS* oraa. 
a Whj should Psyche be sorty that ebe had liatsaed to (hs 
reed, as the USS (reading poenUendc) Imply} The assec 
oppo^ Is the eese, and is supplied by Petichei^’semendatioa 
as in the text. 
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dJligenttr in$tructa ili« cemvit^eed ob$erv&ti8 omni* 
bci8 ^ratriiM fAcill tUventu Aurt molHtie oongastom 
gremium Veneri r«porUt Nec tAmea apud domi- 
n«m saltern secundi Uboris periculum secundum 
testimonium menilt, sed contortie superdliis sarrl* 
dens emuum sic inqult: ‘ Nec me praeterit huius 
quoque faeti auctor adulterinus. Sed iam nunc ego 
sedulo periclitabor, an oppido forti animo singU' 
larique prodeotia sis praedita. Videsne icaiatentem 
celgUsimae iUi rapi montls ardni verticem, de quo 
fontis atri fuacae defluunt undae proxumaeqae coc- 
cepiacdlo vailis icclusae St^gias Imgant paludes et 
rauca C0C7U Auenta nutriunt ^ Indidem mihi de 
aummi fonils penita scaturigine rorem rigentem 
hauritom Ista confestim defer unnila/ Sic aicns 
crystallo dedoIatiiiD vasculnmj iiisoper el graviora 
comminata, tradidit. 

le ''At Ula studioae gradum celerans moDtis extre> 
mum petit cumulum certe vel iilic invcDtura vitae 
pessimoe doem. 5 ed cum primum praedicti iugi con* 
tenninoa locos appulit, videt rei vastae letalem difS- 
cultatem : namque saxum immani magniCudlDe 
procerum et iaaccessa a&lebritate lubricum mediis 
e faucibua lapldis fbntes horridos eromebst, qui 
statim proni foramlnb lacuois editi perque prcclive 
delapsi et angusti canal is examto^ ccmtectl tramite 
I 80 Patsohealg vitb great pfobatilitf tor Uia MSS' 
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memo^, uul with aU vest and gathered 

up tuch loekaaa ahe fbond and pot them her a|>ree 
a^ carried them borne to Vesus: hovbeit the danger 
of this second labooi did not please her, nor gire her 
aufficieot witness of the good serrice of Psyche, but 
twisting her brews with a sour resemblince of 
laughter, she said: ' Of a certainty I know that 
another is the author of this thy deed, but 1 will 
prove if thou be truly of so stout a courage snd 
siognlar pnidence as thou seemest. Seest thou the 
high rock that orethangs the top of yonder great 
hUI, from whence there nmneth down water of black 
and deadly colour which b gathered together in the 
valley bard by and thence nourisbeth the manhes 
of Styx and the boane torrent of Coeytos? 1 charge 
thee to go thither and bring me a vessel of tlut 
Seeing water ftom tlie ndddest flow of the top of 
that spring ’: wherewithal she gave her a bottle of 
carven crystal, menaeiug and t&eatening her more 
rigorously than before. 

" Then poor Psyche went in all haste to the top of 
the mountain, ratLer to end her wretched life than 
to fetch any water, and when she was come up to the 
ridge of the hiU, she perceived that it was very 
deadly and impossible to bring it to pass, for she saw 
a great rock, very high and not to be approached by 
reason that It was exceeding rugged and slippe^, 
gushing out most horrible fountains of waters, whieft, 
bursting forth from a eavemoos month that sloped 
downwards, ran below and fell tfaroart a dose and 
covered watercourse which they had digged out, by 
many Stops passages, into the valley beneath. On 
each dde she aaw great dragons creeping upon the 
hollow rocks and s&etchingout their long and bloody 
necks, with eyes that never slept devoted to watch- 
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proxumtiD cOhVAUfiiD latenter incideb&ot Dextn 
laevaqae cxutibvs cavatu proserpuat ei longa colla 
porrecti saevi dracones incoonivae vigiliae lummibus 
addicUe et id perpetu&ca lueem pupulis excubantibua. 
lamque et Ipaae semet muniebant vocales aquae; 
nam et ‘Discede,’ et ‘Quid facia? Vide/ eC ‘Quid 
8^ ? Cave/ et' Fuge,' et ‘ PeriblB' subiode clamaoL 
Sic impossibiUtate ipsa matata in lapidem Fs^'clie 
quamvls praesenti ocrpore, sensibus tamen aberat^ et 
ineKtricabilis perlcuH mole premia obrata lacrimanmi 
I^etiaui extrecao solacio carebat. Nec Providentiae 
bonae ^ves oculoa innocentls animae latuit 
aerunma ! primi lovis regalia ales Ula re> 

pente propanais utrimgue pioQlB adult rapax aquila, 
memorque veteida ebsequi^ quo ductu Cupidiois 
lovl pocillatorem Phrygium eustulerat, opportunaiD 
ferena opem deique numea io vxoris laboribua 
percoleas, alti cnliainia diales vias deserit^ et ob os 
puellae praevolans iacipit; ' At tu simplex alio* 
quio et expers rerum talium, speras te sanctissimi oec 
cniDUS truculecktl foatis ve) unam stfllam posse furari 
vel oomino coatingere I Diis etiam ipsique lovi 
Idrmidabilea aqaas utas Stjgias vel faodo eom- 
peristi, quodqae vos deieratis per nuiaint deorum, 
decs per Stygis maiestatem solere 1 Sed cede istam 
urDulam,* et protinus srreptam complexaiaque fes> 
tloat Ubratiaque pinaarum nutantiun molibus inter 
genas saevientium dentium et trisulca vibramina dra- 
conacQ remigium dextra laevaque porrlgens volentes 
£70 
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Alness, their popiJs Ahr*j$ amke to the un&jlifig 
which were ej^jouted to keep the river there: 
the very weters pretected themselves with voices, for 
they seemed to themselves likewise ssjin ^: * Awsy, 
swsy, whst wilt then do ^ Fly, fly, or else thou wilt 
be ^in,’ Thea Psyche (seeing the hnpessibflity of 
this sffsir) stood still as thoagh she were bansfonned 
into stone, sad altboo^b she was present lO body, 
yet was she absent in spirit sense^ overeooie by 
reesoD of the great and iaevitable peril which she 
saw, In so much that she coold not even comfort her' 
self with weeping. Yet the sorrow of innocent 
escaped oot ^e watebful eyes 4^ good Providence, 
and the royal bird of great Jupiter, the eagle, swept 
down OD wings stretched oo'^ remembering his old 
service which he done, when by the leading of 
Cupid be brongfat np tbe Phrygian boy to the 
heavens, to be made tbe bntier of Jupiter, and 
minding to shew the like service in tbe person of 
the wife of Ca|^, came from the high hoose of 
the skies, and flying past tbe girl’s &ce said onto 
Psyche: ‘ O simple woman, withoot all experience of 
such things, dost thoa think to get or dip np any drop 
of tbU dreadful water ? No, ao, assure thyself thou 
art never able to come nigh it, for the gods them* 
selves, and even veiy Jupiter, do greatly fear so 
much as to name ih^ waters of S^x; what, have 
you not beard that as it ia a costom among nen to 
swear by the puissance of the gods, to tbe gods do 
swear by tbe majesty of tbe river Styx ? But give 
me thy bottle *: and suddenly he took it and held 
it, and bastened on the poise of his beeting wings 
betwixt the ravening teeth and terrible darting 
tongues of the dragons by ri^t and by left, and 
filled it with the water of the river whi^ yet came 
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Aquas et ut abiret inooxios pemitteuted ^exdpit, com- 
latntus ob iussum Veneria patere eiqae ae prae- 
niniatrare, quarc paulo facillor acleuudi fuit copSa, 
l6Sic scccpUm oaro gaudio plen«ai 2 umulam Psy^e 
Varteri citata rettulit. Nee Caraen nutum d<a< aae* 
vientia vel tunc expiare potuit: nam dc earn malora 
atque peiora flagitia corammans appellate renidena 
exitiabilc: 'lam tu quidem moga viderts quaadam 
miM at alta pronus malafica, quac talibue praecaptis 
mds obtmperaati ssvitei*; sed adhue iatud, mea 

g pula, ounisCrare debebls. Suma istam pyxldem' 

. dedit) ' Protinuaque ad inferos et ipsius Orel 
aies peoates te derige. Tunc conferens pyxidem 
ProserpiDAej “ Petit de te Venus,” dicito, '‘Modicum 
de tua mittaa ei fbrmositate, vel ad uoam saltern 
dieculam suScieos: nam quod babuit dum AJium 
curat aegrotom eonsumpsit atque contrivit omne." 
Sed hand immsturlue redito, quia me necesse est 
indidem delltam theatrum deorum frequentare.' 

17 “Tnnc Psjche vel maxiioe seudt ultimas fortunas 
sues et velamento reiecto ad promptum exilium sese 
compelli mauifeste com peril: quidni, quae suis 
pedibos ultro ad Tartarum Mnnesque commeare 
cogeretur? Nec cunctata diutius pergit ad quain. 
piam turrim praeoltam iiididem sese datura prae* 
cipitem; sic ecdm rebatur ad inferos recta atque 
polcberrime se posse descend ere. Sed turns pro- 
riinpit in Tocem subitom, et ‘ Quid te ^ inquit 
' Prnecipitem, 0 misella, quaeris extinguere ? Quid' 
que tan norlasimo perlculo laborlque isto temere 
succumbis^ Kam si spiritus corpore tuo lemel 
fuerit seiugatus, ibis quidem prcfecto ad imum 
Tartarum, sed inde Dullo pacto redfre poteris. 

1 Ths V6S tera r«ad »<na*vtM or ibowlBg of 

«ra*nre and nltamdon. PertMHtenUt is duo to Sloemcer, who 
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wiUiogl; thst he ought depart uobanned: for he 
feigned that be aooghi it by the ecenmaad cf Vecuf, 
aod ao was bis ftorolng aude somewhat more eas;. 
Then Psjehe, beiag rerj joyful thereof, took the full 
bottle sAd qaickty presented it to Venue. Nor 
would the forions goddess even yet be appeased, but 
menacing more more, and smiling most craelly, 
said: ' What f Thou seemest unto me a very witch 
and a most deep eBchantrtss, tbou bast so nimbly 
obeyed my commands. How belt thou shalt do one 
thing more, my popi>et: take this box and go to 
Heir and the deadly bouse of Oreus, and desire 
Proserpine to send me a little of her beauty, as 
much as will aerre me the space of one day. and say 
that such as 2 had ss eonsomed away in tending my 
son that is sick: but retam a^n quickly, for I must 
dress myself therewithal, go to the theatre of 
the g^s.’ 

Then the poor Psyche clearly perceived the end 
of all her fortune, seeing that all pretence was 
thrown off, and manifestly she was being dhven to 
present destruction: and not without cause, as she 
was compelled to go upon her own feet to the gult 
and furies of Hell, wherefore without any furwer 
delay, she went up to a high tower to throw herself 
down headlong (thinking that it was the neat and 
readiest way to Hell): but the tower (as Inspired) 
spake suddenly onto ber, saying: ' 0 poor wretch, 
why goest thou about to sUy toyaelf? Why dost 
tbou raahly ^eld onto thy last peril and danger? 
Know thou that if thy spirit be once separate from 
thy body tbou shalt surdy go to Hell, but never to 
return again; wherefore hearieen to me. Lace^ 

also wlslMd to ehaago ino a iw to w as ai fl .* Helm sa^fWted 
pra$tluUe$. 
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Ifi Mihi AlucutU: Lftcedaemo AcbaiM nobilis dvlUa 
non loog;e sitt hofus conterminam devils ab- 
dltam locis quatrt Taenarum. tinbi splraculum 
Ditis, et per portaa hUntes monstratur Iter invium, 
cui te Umlne traoemeato simul conimiseris, iam canale 
djreeto pergea ad ipsam Orel regjam. Sed uon hacte- 
nu8 vacua debebis per dlas tenebras incedere^ sed ofTae 
polentae mulso coocretas ambabus gesture maoibuS; 
at is ipao ore duaa ferre stipes. lamque confecta bona 
parte mortiferae viae continuaberis elaudum asiaum 
Ugiiorum gerulnis cuni agasone simdt, qui te rogabit 
decidentis sarcinae fuaticnlos aliquos porrjgaa ei; aed 
tu nulla voce de]>rompt8 tacita pravterito. Nec mora, 
euro ad fluuien mortiium venles, cui praefectua Cbaron 
protenos expetens portonam.sie ad ripam ulteriorem 
sutiU cjmba deducit commeontes. Ergo et inter mot- 
tuos avaritia vivit, aec Cbai’on ille vel Ditia pater, 
tantus dens, quicquam gratulto iaclt, sed moriens 
pauper viaticum debet quaerere, et aes si forte prae 
maou non fiierit, nemo eum expirare patietur. Huic 
equal ido eeni dabis nauU nomine de etipibus quaa 
feres alteram, uc tamen ut ipse sua manu de tuo 
suraat ore. Kec setius tibi pignim fluentum Crans- 
meaati quidam superoatens senex raortuus putres 
attoUess manue orabit ut eum lotra navigiim 
trabas '■ nec tu tameo illicita aiSectare pletate* 

ipTransito fluvio modicum te progressam textrices 
orsbuotanus telam straentes, menus paullaper accom* 
modes. Nec Id tamen tibi contingere fas est; nam 
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daemon, a citj of Greece to a«t far hence: go them 
thither end enquire for Teezuns, which to hidden ia 
waste places, whereas thou shelt 6nd a bole, the 
breatbiag'pUce of Hell, and through the open gate 
to seen a pathless waj: berehy if thoo enter across 
that threshold, thoa shaJt eome bj a straight passage 
even to the palace of Plato. Bat take heed that 
tbou go not with emp^ hands through that place of 
darkness : but carry two sops sodden in the flour of 
barley and honey in tby hands, and two halfpence is 
thy mouth; and when thoa hast passed a good part of 
that deadly way thoa shall see a laa>e ass earrjdug of 
wood, and a lame fellow driving him, wbo will desire 
tbee to give him np certain stt^ that toll down frona 
bto harden, but p*** tbou on silently and do noibiog. 
By and thM shalt come unto the dea<l river, 
whereas Cbaron to ferryman, who will first have his 
fare paid him before he will carry the souls over the 
river in bis patched boat Hereby yoa may see that 
avarice reiguetb even amongst the dead; neither 
Charon nor Plato will do any^ing for aoogbt: for if 
if it be a poor man that to near to die, and lacketh 
money ia bis hand, none will allow bim to give up the 
ghost Wherefore deliver to the fool old man one of 
the halfpence which thoa bearest for tliy passage, 
bnt make him receive it with his own hand out of 
thy mouth. And it shall come to pass aa tbou sitbest 
is tbe boat, thoa shalt see an old man swimming on 
the top of the river holding up bis deadly hands, and 
deriring thee to receive bim into tbe bark; but have 
DO regaM to hto piteous cry, for it to not lawful to do 
ao. When then art past over tbe flood thou shalt espy 
certain old womea weaving who will desire tbee to 
help them, but beware thoo do not coasent unto 
them in any ease, for these and like bails and traps 
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haec omnia (ibi et multa alin de Veneris insidti« 
orientur, ut vel unam do maiiibus omittu ofTulun: 
nee putes futile Utud poleotaclum demDura leve; 
altera enim perdita^ lux haec tibi prorsus denogabitur* 
Cauls nanqoe praegrandis, tortugo ot satis amplo 
capite praeditus, iuunania ot fomidablUs, tonantibua 
oblatrans faucibue mortuos; quibua iam ail mali potest 
facere, fnistra territando ante ipsum Ilmeu ot aCra 
atria Proserpinae semper cxeubans sorvst vocuam 
Ditis doiDum: Iiuno offrenatum unins offuJao praoda 
facile praeterilxB, ad ipsaiaquo protinus Proserpinam 
mtroibis, quae te comitor excipiot ac bonlgne, ut ot 
rDolliCerassidere et praodium opipare suadeat sumere. 
Sod tu et hum! reside et panem sordidum petatum 
esto, deinde niintUto quid adveaeris, susceptoque 
quod oCeretur, rursus remeans canis saevltiam offula 
reliqua redime^ ac deinde,avaro navitae data qium re* 
servaveras stipe traositoque eiua flurio, rocclooa piiora 
vestigia ad istum caelestium aideruiD redies cborum. 
Sed inter omnia hoc observandum praecipue tibi 
censeOjDe velis aperiro velinspicereillam quam feres 
pjxidem vel omnino diviose fbnnositati addictam 
cujiosios thesaurom/ 

20 ‘'Sic turris ilia prosplcoa vatacinationis launus 
explicuit. Nec morata Psfcbe pergit Tsenarum, 
sumptUque rite stipibus iliis et offulis, iufemum 
decurrit meatum traositoque per silentium aslnario 
debili et annica stipe vector! data, neglecto super- 
natantis mortul desiderio, et spreiis textrlcum sub* 
dobs predbus, et o^lae cibo sopita canis horreDda 
rabie, domum Proserpinae peneti’aC: nee offerentis 
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wCl Venqs to mftke tfa«e let but ooe of tbj 
8ope: end think not that the keeping of th; scps 
is * light matter, tor if tboa lose one of them thou 
shslt be assured never to return again to this world. 
For there Is a great and marvellous dog with three 
beads, huge a^ horrid, barkuig contiAuall; at the 
souls of such as enter in, to frighten them with vain 
fear, hy reason he can now do them no harm; he 
lietb dey and night before the gate of Proserpina, 
and keepetb the destdate house of Pluto with great 
diligence: to whom, if thoo cast one of thj sops, 
thou majest have access to Proeerjant witboiit all 
danger: ahe will make thee good cheer, and bid 
thee sit soft, and entertain thee with delicate meat 
and drink, but sit thou upon the ground and desire 
brown bread eat it, and then declare thj message 
unto her, and when thou hast rec e ived what she 
giveth, in th^ retan appease the rage of the dog 
with the other top, and give th; other Imlfpemij' to 
covetous Charon, and crosting his river come the 
same waj agaio as thou wentest in to the upper 
world of the heavenly stars : bnt above all things have 
a regard that thou took not ia the bos, neither be not 
too curious about the treasure of tlie divine beauty.* 
''In this manner the high tower prophetiedly 
spake unto Psyche, and advertised her what she 
should do: aM immediately she took two half¬ 
pence, two sops, and all things necessary and went 
unto Taenarus to go towards Hell, and theuce 
pfT^"g down in silence by the lame ass, she psid her 
nalfb^ny for passage, neglected the desire of the 
dead old man in the river, denied to help the wily 
prayers of the women weaving, and tilled the 
ravenous month of the dog with a sop, and came to 
the chaml>er of Proserpina. There Psyche would 
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bupitae sedile dehc&Cum rel cibntD b«atum ampleu 
sed ante pede$ tins resideos humUls, dbario paiie 
coDtenU, Venerlam perLoJic Ugall0D«ia, staUmque 
secreto repletaxn cortclusamc^ue pyxidem suscipit, 
et offulse sequebtis fraible caolaia lairatibus ob- 
seratia, residuaque navitae r«ddita fftipe, lon^ 
vefetior ab inferia recurht. £t repetita atqae 
adomta c&ndida ista luce, quanquam featinans ob- 
gequiura Cenninare, mentem capitur temeratia curio* 
&itate, et * Bcce ’ ioquit ' Inepta ego divlnae 
mositatis gerula, quae nec Untillum quldem ibdidcm 
raihi dellbo, vel ric ilU aroatori meo formoso placituia/ 
si] et cun dicto reserat p^xidcm: nec quicquara ibi 
reruiTi nec formositas ulla, sed infemua soiunus ac 
vere St 7 gius; qui statim coperculo revelatua invadit 
Mm crassaque sopocis nebula conctis eias membrls 
perfunditui et io ipso vestigto ipsaqae aemita coL 
lapaam pos^det; et iaoebat imosobilis et nihil aliud 
quajD dormienB cadaver. Sed Cupido iam cicatrice 
soiida revalescens nec diutinam auae Psyched ab* 
sentiazn tolcraiid, per altfssimain cublcul), quo cohi- 
bebatur, elapsus feneatram, refectisque pinnis all* 
quanta quiete, longe veloclua provolans Psychen 
accurrit suaro, detersoque somno cuhose et ruisum 
in priatinam pyxidia sedem recondito^ P&ychen 
innoxlo punctulo sagittee suae suscitat, et *Ecoe’ 
inquit ' Sursuoi perieraa, miaella, simili ourloeitate. 
Sed interim quidem tu provicciam, quae tlbi niatris 
meae praecepto mandate est, exsequere naviter; 
cetera egoraet videro.’ His dictis amator levls in 
pinnae se cledit, Psyche vero confeatuaVeDeri raunus 
reportat Proaerpiiue. 

& 7 « 
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not sit in *nj ro^al sent, nor ent adj deUc&te meets, 
but sitting lowly et the feet of PronerpiDS, only cod* 
Unted wfcb coerse bread, declared tl^e message of 
Venus, and after she had reeesred a mystical secret 
in the bos she departed, and stopped the month of 
the dog with the other ac^ and paid the boatman 
the other balfpenny. Tbe& returning more nimbly 
than before mom Hell, and worshipping the white 
light of day, thoogh she was mncb in baste to come 
Co the end of her task, she was ravished with great 
desire, uying: ‘ Am not 1 a fool, that knowiog that 
I carry here the divine beauty, will not take a llttlo 
thereof to garnish my face, to please my lover 
withal f' And by snd by she opened the box, where 
she eould perceive no bi«ty nor anything else, ssve 
only sii inferosl and deadly sleep, which immediately 
innuled all her members as soon as the box was 
uncovered, covering her with its dense cloud in such 
sort that ^e fell down on the ground, and lav there 
in her very steps on that same path as a steeping 
corpse. But Cupid being now healed of his wouod 
and malady, not able to endure the long absence of 
Psyche, got him secretly out at a high wi^ow of die 
chamber where be was enclosed, and (his win« 
refreshed by a Uttle repose) took his flight towards 
his loving wife; whom when be had found, be wi)>ed 
away the sleep frMD her face, and put it again iuto 
the box, and awaked her with an harmless pnek of 
the tip of one of his arro ws, saying: * O wretched 
captive, behold thou wert well ni^ perished apin 
with tby overmuch curiosity; well, go thon, aoo do 
btavely tby message to my cnother, utd in the mean 
season I will provide all things accordingly ’; where¬ 
withal he took bis Bight (ato the air, and Psyche 
brought to Venus the present of Proeerpina. 
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22 " Interea Cupido, amore nJioio p«rc«08 et aegra 
facie, matrU saae repcnbnam *obneUtem perti- 
meaccns ad armillum redit alUque pcmicibus caeli 
penetrato verKcc magno lovi aopplicat suamque 
causam probat. Tunc luppitcr prehensa Cupidinls 
bnccuia raanuque ad « euum telata ccnsaviat, atque 
$io ad Ilium ‘ Licet tu’ ioquit ‘ Domine fiU, nunquam 
mihi concessu deum decrelum servaris honerem, sed 
islud pectus meum, quo leges elementerum et vt^ 
ejdenJTO disponnirtur, convulneraris assiduis ictiuus 
crebrisquc terrenae Hbidinis foedaverls caslbua, ccm- 
traque leges et ipsam luliara dlscipUoamque pubUcam 
turpibos aduUeriis exiBbiuationera famaioque meam 
laesCTis, in serpentes, in Ignes, in feras, in aves et 
gregalU pecua serenes vuUus meos sordid* re- 
lormando; at tamcn modcstUe meae memor quodque 
inter istas meas roanus creveris, cuneto perficiam, 
dum tamcn seias aemulos tuos cavere ac, si qua nunc 
in tetris puella praepollet pnlchritodine, pracscntis 
benefioii vloem per earn raibi repensare te deberc. 

23 “ Sic latns iubet Mercurium decs oirmes ad con* 
tioneco protlnus couvocarc ac si qul coetu caclesbum 
dcfuiasel, in pocnamdccero milium nummum eonven- 
turn irJ pi*onunliare. Quo metu statlm completo 

‘ The law of Augastos against udoltery. 9 ee the com* 
msntawsonJoVeoal, , , , .. , 

» Thevftrioos forms anumed b/Jppttarln his iore-at»rs 
with ^hly womeo. OS- Ovid. H- 103 : 

“The LydUn nsidea la her wab <iid portray to the 
flow Bofope was by royal Jo»e bagolled io abape of 

* ' She portrayed also there 

AiUrie sMiing with ao Rrtie ^Mch did away her bear. 
And OTW Lada *Ee had made a Swan We wlofS to fplay. 
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*^Now Cupid bei&g more end more in lore with 
Ps^clie, and fearlog the auddeu aiulerity of bia 
• mother, Teturned again to Ids tricks, and did pUrce 
on swi^ wings into the heavens, and arrived before 
Jupiter to declare bis cause: then Jupiter after that 
be had eftsoons embraced his dear face and kissed 
bis hand, began to iu this manner: 'O my 
lord and son, aUhougtt thou liast not given due 
reverence and honour unto me as thou ougbtestto 
do, but hast rather soiled and wounded this my 
breast (whereby the laws and order of the elements 
and planets be disposed) with continual assaults of 
terrene luxury and against all laws, yea even the 
lullan * law, and the utility of the public weal, 
hurting mv fame and name by wicked adulteries, 
and transwmlng my divine beauty Into serpents, 
dre, BAvege beasts, birds, and l>ul!a.t Howbeit 
remembering my modesty, and tliat 1 have nourished 
thee with mine own proper hands, I will do and 
aecemphsh all thv desire. But still thou shouldest 
beware of B])ltefu1 and envious persons, and If there 
be any excellent maiden of comely beauty in the 
world, remember yet the beneht which I shall shew 
unto thee, by recompense of her love towards me 
again.* 

"When he had spoken these words, he eoin> 
manded Mercury to call all the gods to eounsel, and 
if any of t)ie cefestial powers did fail of appearance, 
lie anould be coi^demned in ten thousand pounds: 
which sentence was such a terror unto all the gods, 
Bbs addsd also buw by Jovs lo sIiam of Satyr gay 
The fair Astiapawftha piirof olillaraawasbeapa^ . .. 

And DOW ha also oaioa 

To Dauae 1 ika a shower of fold, to Aafioa II ke a dsoie, 

A ahsph^ to Hnstteayae, acd like a Serpent Jly 
To Proeerpifie.'^ 
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cselena theatro^ pro Mclo sublimi eedoQS proceros 
luppitersic enuntiat: ^D$l conscripti Musarum albo, 
adulesce&tem istum quod m&nlbns raeis sluiSDatua 
slcn, profecto scitis omnes, culos primae iovontuUs 
c&loratos impetus freco quodamcoerctndos exietimavt 
Sat eat cotidianb eum fabulis ob ailulteria cunctaeqae 
eomiptolaa infamatum; tollenda est omnia occaaio et 
lu^uHa paoiille nuptialibua pedicU alli^anda. Poellaio 
elegit et virgioitate privavit: teneat^ posddeatj am* 
plexus Psyehen semper mis omoi tbus perfruatur': el 
adVenerecn eoUata facie; 'Nec to/ iaqult * Filia, qaic- 
quam cootrUtere nec prosapiae tantae tuae statuque 
de matrimonio morUdi cietuaa. lam faxo ouptiss 
non iropares sed legitimes et iure civili oongroas/ et 
iUico per Mercurium arripl Psyehen et in caelum 
perduci iubet. Porrecto antbroslee poculo, ‘Sume,* 
inquit 'Psycl)?; et immortAlia esto; nec unquam 
digredietura tiio nexu Cupido sed istae vobis erunt 
perpetuae naptiae,’ 

" Nec morU; cum ceoa nuptialis affluens exhibetur. 
accumbebat sumiuam torum maritus; Psycben gi’emio 
sue com plexus; sic et cum sua lunone luppiter ac 
deinde per ordioem toti dei. Tunc poculum nec* 
bnis, quod vinum deorum est, lovi qutdem suns po* 
ciUator, ille rusticos puer^ ceteris vero Liber mlnU 
strabat, Vulcanus cenam coquefaat, Horae rosis et 
eeteris tioribus purpurabaot omnia, Gratiae sparge* 
S8S 
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that the high theatre ww replenished with them, and 
Jotter began to speak in this sort: ' 0 je Gods, 
registered in the books of the Uuses, ^ou all doubt> 
leas know this TOiing man Copid, whon 2 X have 
nourished with mine own hand, whose raging flaraea 
of bis first joatb I have thought best to bridle and 
restrain. It sofficeth in that he is defamed io every 
place for his adolterooshvinganJ all manner of vice; 
wherefore all such occasion ourtt to be taken away 
and his boyish wantooness tied up in tiie bonds of 
marriage: be bath ebosen a makJen that favoureth 
him we)), and hath bereaved her of ber virginity; let 
him have her still and pos s ese her, and in the 
embrace of Psyehe take bis own pleasure.’ Then lie 
turned onto Venss, and said: ' And yon, my 
daughter, take you no oare, neither fear die dis> 
honour of yoor pr^eny and estate, neither have 
regard in that it is a mortal marriage, for I will see 
to it that this marriage be not unequal, but just, 
lawful, and tegitiraate by the law eiviL* Incon- 
tinuitly after, Jupitor commanded Mercury to bring 
up Psyche into the palace of heaven. And then 
he took a pot of immortalj^, and said: 'Hold, 
Psyche, and drink to the e^ thou nayest be 
immortal, and that Cupid may never dep^ from 
thee, bat be thine everlasting hosband.’ 

" By and by the great banket and marriage feast 
was sumptuously prepared. Cupid sat down in the 
uppermost seat with bb dear spwse between hb 
arms : Judo likewise with Jupiter and all the odter 
gods In order: Ganymedes, tJie rustic boy, his own 
butler, filled the pot of Jupiter, and Bacchus served 
the rest: their d^k was sertar, the wine of the 
gods. Vu?eanus prepared supper, the Hoars decked 
up the house with roses and other sweet dowers, the 
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baot tiafsuuA; Mcisae qaoque caQom p^rsonAbant, 
Apollo cantavit ad cttliAraio, Veous suavi musicae 
superingressa A^rmosa aaltavit: soa«oa sibf sic eon- 
cionata, ut Musoe quldem chonim cancrent et tibiae 
In^reat, Sat^rus et Paniscuasd fSstulam dlcereat. Sic 
rite Psyche coovenit in raanum CupidinU, ct nascitur 
iUb rasturo partu iilia, quaro Voluptatera norainamus/' 
Sic caiitivu pueliae dclira et temuleiits ilia narra- 
bal anieula; sed aatana ego non procul doicbazn me- 
Iterculcs qaod pugillares et stilum non habebam, qui 
tarn bellam fabellam praenotarem. Ecce confecto 
nescioqoo gi^ari proelio latrones adveniunt onusU; 
oonnulU tanien, immo prompliores; vulneraUe domi 
rclictis et plagas TccurantibiU; ipsi ad reliqnas occaU 
tatas in quadam spelunca sarcinaa^ ut aiebant, pro* 
iicisci gestiunt; prandloquc raptim tubiircioato, me 
et eqiiurti meum vectcres rerun illaium futures fusd- 
bus exiiide tundentes produeunt in viam, multisque 
clivis ct aniractibus fatigatos propc ipsam vesperam 
perducuut ad quampiam speUincaxn^ onde multia 
onustos I'ebiia rursum, oe breviculo quidem tempore 
refectos odter re^lueuut, taiitaque ti'epJdatione fes- 
tinabant, ut me plagis multis obtundentea propellen- 
tesque super lapidem propter viam posiCum ddeerent: 
unde crebris aeque iogestis ietdbus crure dexterc et 
angala ffiniatra me debilitatum aegre ad exsurgeiidum 
^6 compeliuot, et unus " Quousque " inquit “ Ruptuis 
istum asellum, nunc etiam claudum, frustra paace- 
ipuset alius: " Quid quod et pessimo pedc domum 
nostram aecessit, nec quicquam idonei lucri exinde 
S84 
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Graces threw abogt beha, the M«ees ease with sweet 
benaony, Apollo turned pleaaantJj to tbe harp, fair 
Veaus danced finely to the moAc, and the eDtertain> 
ment va* to ordained that whQa tb« Muses asji; in 
qniie, Satf^ and Paaiseua played on their ppes: 
and thos njche was married to Cu|Md, and ut^ iQ 
due time she was delivered of a child, whom we call 
Pleasure." 

This tbe tridin^ and drunken old woman declared 
to the <nptive maiden, bnt 1, poor as$, not standing 
far off, was not a little sonyin that 1 lacked pen ana 
book to write so worthy a tale ; wben by and by the 
thieves came liome laden wHh treaMre, and many of 
them which were of strongest coarage b^g wounded: 
then (leaving behind such as were lame and hart 
to he^ and air themselves) said they would return 
back again to fetob the rest of their pillage which 
they had hidden in a certain eave. So they snatehed 
up their dinner greedily, and brought forth me and 
my horse into the way to carry thoto goods, and best 
us before them with staves, and about night (after 
that we were weary by over coany hills and 

dales) we to a great cave, where they laded os 
with mighty bnrdeas, would not suffer us to 
refresh ourselves any season, but brought us anin in 
our way, and bied very frst bomewara; and what 
with their haste and erne) stripes wherewith they 
did belabour and drive me, 1 fell down upon a stone 
by the highway side. Th^ they beat me pitifully 
in Ufrinx me np, hurting my right thigh and my 
left hoo^ and one tk them said: “ Hew long shall we 
continue to feed this evil-favoured asa that is now 
also lame ^" Another :« Since tbe time we bad 
him first be never did any good, and 1 think be came 
into our bouse with evil ; for we have bad great 
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eeprmiis sed rnlnen et fbrtaanmonun OMisioncs. 
Alioa it«nm: '* Cert« eg^ cvm prhnuiD sftreinA$ utM 
quatuqoAai iavibu pertolerit, protioitf «uu vultnrUs 
gntissimam paboIaxD fabinun praecipitAbo.** 

Pom secnm hooiiiies Altercaat de nM 

nece, Um et dornnn per*«aer«nuis, nais timer 
las milii aUe fee e r a t. Tom qviA ferebamos Amolitl 
properiter, nalU salotis nostne oura ted ne meae 
quidem aecis babita, coodtibus adscitis qui vulnerati 
remanserant, dodom reeuruiit reliqua latori ^ taedio, 
ut aiebaot, nottrae tardiUtis. Nec me tameo medio- 
crl$ earpcbai sempulos coatemplatlone eommisatae 
mibi mortU, et ipee meemp: Quid atas, Lneij vel 
quid iam noTisaimam expeetas? Mora, et haec 
aeerbUfilma, decreto latrODom tibi companta eat. 
Nee magoo eonato res mdiget; aides istas rupinas 
proximas et praeacatas Id bis promiDeDtes sdicea, 

] ue te peoetnates antequam decideris, membratiCR 
issipabunt Nam et Ula if«a pnieclara magia tea 
TuICom laboresqae ttM tantam asini, verum eohmn 
Don asini enssuiD sed biradiais teaue membraaulum 
circuTodedit Qoia igitar maaculnm tandem sumis 
aoimam taaeqae saluti dom licet consulis? Habes 
suamam opportooitatem fugae, duto lab^oes absunt 
An CQstodiw anus semimortnae formidablsj qoara 
Hcei claodi pedis Cul calce unica fiuire poteris ? $ed 
quo gentiam eapessetur foga eel hospitiom quU daUt f 
Haeo quidem inepta et jworens eogitatio: quis 

aniiT> TUQtiaiD rectarem surnn non Ubeoter auferat 
eecum f" 

S7 Et alacri statim nisa Imub, qna fueram destinatus. 
abnuDpo, meqae quadjipedi corra proripioi, nee tamen 

^ Tbe less kare rwiri imf j f fmtdio. Tac da Vita 
proposed rtUfm far (ko middJa word, and 1 have 

foUewed biaa, "**‘**‘»g tko 
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wounds tiixce, Iom of our saUsat captains.” 
Another said: * As toon as he brought UQ* 
willmglj home his burden, 1 will sorely tlww him 
out upon the {Dountaln to a prey for vultures." 

While these gentle men reasonm together of my 
death, ve fortuned to coma home, foe the fear that 
I was in eaused uy feet to tom into wings. After 
that we were disewged of our hardens, they took 
no account of our needs, nor even of my slaying; 
they fetched their fellows that lay wounded, a^ 
returned again to bring the rest of the things, by 
reason (as they said) of our great tardiness and slow¬ 
ness by the way. Ihen was I thought into no small 
anguish, when 1 perceived my death prepared before 
zny face, and 1 eomsumed whh myself: " Why 
slandest thou still, Lu<aas f tVhy dost tbou lootc 
for tby death ^ Knewest thoo not that the thieves 
have cruelly ordained to day thee, and they shall 
find it easy enough f $eest tboa not these sharp 
precipices and pointed flints which shall bruise and 
tear thee in pieces or ever then coiaest to the bottom 
of them ? '^7 gentle magioan hath not only given 
thee the shape tnvail of an ass, bat also a skin 
so soft and tender as it were of a leech. Why dost 
thou not take a man's courage and ran away to save 
tby life ? Now hast thou the best occasion of flight 
while the thieves are from home- Art thou afraid 
of the old woman, which is more than half dead, 
whom with a stripe of thy heel, though lame, tbou 
mayest easily dispatch ? Bnt whither shall 1 fly ? 
What io^og shall I seek ? Behold an aasy cogita¬ 
tion of mine; for who is be that passes by the way 
and will not gladly take up a beast to carry him ? " 

Then while I devised uese things, X broke sad- 
denly the halter wherewith 1 was and ran away 
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fiCQtulte ftooi tnilTiiVM effugere potji: nam 

ubi me coDSpest tbsolotom, eapU soper sexum et 
aetatem ao(2ada lorvn prehendit ae me deducere ac 
revocare coikteodit Kec tamen ego, memor ezitia* 
hiliB propodti latropiUDj ^eUte ulla commoveor, sed 
inctiMu in fftn poateriorum p^nm caleibue protmus 
applodo tartae. At qnamvis b pyn» proatrata, loro 
taiaen tenadter inlMiertbat, at me procarreDtem all- 
quaotisper trmcta soi aequeretar^ et ocdpit statim 
clamoais olaUtibas anziliain Talldjoria manm ira- 
plorare. Sed froatra flettbua easaom tamultam 
commoTebat, qoif^ ^nn oyllua adforet qui sup* 
petiaa ei fene poaaeti oia sola ilia vugo captiva. 
Quae Tocis ezdto procurrens videt Hercole nemo* 
randi spectacoli scaenam, oob taoro sed asloo 
depeodentem IDirceo anieolam, somptaque ooostantia 
virili tacicus andet poleherrimum. £ztorto eteaim 
loro caanibos eius me pladdis gaonitabus ab impetu 
rerocatam naTiter inaceadit et sic ad curaum rursum 
28 incttat Ego simul volonfairiae fugae TOto et liber* 
andae viigiois studio, $ed et plagaram suasa, quae me 
aaepicuIeeommoDebaat, eqaestri celerltata quadripedi 
cursa solom replandeas Tugiai delieatas voculas ad- 
hioAire CempCabam. Sed etseabeodl dorsi mel aiiDa- 
latione oMmaaquam obliquaU cervice pedea decoros 
puellae basiabam. 
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with all my ibuf Utt ^: bowbeit 1 cocld oot escape 
the kite's eyes of the old mmaa, ibr wbeo she saw 
me loose she no after me, and with more audacity 
tbao beeometb her kii>d ai^ a^ caaght me by the 
baiter and tboogbt to pull me borne > but 1, oot 
fbrgeitiag; the cmel porposes of the thieves, was 
moved with small ps^, for 1 her with ny 

bioder heels to the ground. I had well nigh slsio 
her, who (a] though she were thrown andhurlra down) 
yet held still the halter and would not let me go, 
but was for some time drmned along the ground oy 
me in my flight. Then she cried with a Toad voice 
anA callM for succour of tome stronger band, but 
she little prevailed because there was no person to 
bring ber help, save only the captive gentlewoman, 
who, hearing ^e voice of the old woman, came out 
to see what the matter was ■Twi perceived a scene 
worth telling, a new ^ree * hanging, not to a bull, 
but to an ass. Then she took a good courage and 
performed a deed worthy of a man : she wrested 
the halter ont of her hanas, and (entreating me with 
geutle words) stopped me in my flight and got upon 
ray back drove me to my running again. Then 
I began to run, both that 1 might escape and to save 
the maiden, and she gently kicked me forward, In so 
ranch that beneath her fr^oent u^iog 1 seemed to 
scour away like a horse, galloping with my four feet 
upon the ground. And when the gentlewoman did 
speak 1 would answer her with ray btwying, and 
oftentimes (under colour to rab my back^ 1 would 
turn back ray neck and sweetly Idas her tender feet 

1 ewrv* saatas to be a phrase for giUopiDg, as 

in medsrn Gr«sk vri Wrr^ 

a D1r«s was killed by being tied by bw hair to a wild boll in 
reveogs ^ bw ■iTniif omslty to hw rival Aotiopa. 
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Todc in« SQ5)Anita alCias, CMlomque soUidto vuitu 
peteos “ Vos/’ iaqnit “ Soporij tudera meis su- 
prernis pencoUs opem fkdte^ et td, Fortuba durior* 
Um aaevife d«siste: s*t tibi miscria istis cnicUtibus 
mels litatam est. Tnqae, jHMsidium moae Ubertatis 
loeaeque aalotis, a me donmm perrexeru iDcolureem 
pareatibusque et formoao pfoco reddSderis, quaa tibl 
g;rati8S perfaibebo, qooe hoaorea habebo, qao9 clbos 
exhibebo? Um phmoja hibam istam tuam probe 
pectinatam meis Tirginalibiis monilibas adomabo, 
froatem rcn crispatam pios deeoriter disenminabo 
caudaeque $eU$ ioeoria laTacii eoa^eatas et horridas, 
comptas diligeoter laallibq,* bollisqaete moltisaurels 
inoculaCum, relnt stellia aderels reluceatem^ et 
gaacliis populariom pocaparam OTantem, doa serieo 
progedansDudeos et edoiia mitiora, te meum sospiU- 
id torem eotidie lagintbo Sed nee inter dbos delicatos 
et o^um prefttadam dtaeqoe totiua beatitudinem 
deeiit tibi dignitas glorioea: nazn memoriam praeseatls 
fortonae meae djaioaequeproridentiae perpetua testa- 
done dgnabo, et depictam in tabula fogae praadeatia 
ifliagioem neae domus aferio dedieabo. VUetur et In 
Abulia andJetar doetonunque stiUs rodis perpetua- 
bitur historia 'Adno vectne virgo regia fugiens 
eaptivitatem/ Accedes aotiquis et ipse miracaUa et 

* The diiS an hara wj aoeatsJa and bars beea attarad 
aad tfued. a/oOiho te Laote ade^wtioii. irMch I comUoa with 
tba aafhfUt (HdS at EnMobarg. 
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Then she, fetcbiog • si^h fnm the bottem of her 
heart, lifted op her e^es note the heareos, eayiog: 

O aoYereign goda, deiirer me, if it be your pleasure, 
from these present dan^rs; and thou, cruel fortune, 
cease thy wrath i let the sorrow safBce thee which I 
have already snstaioed. And thou, little ass, that 
art the occasioa of my safety azid liberty, if thou 
ctDst oaoe render me ^e and sound to my parents, 
and to that eomely one that so greatly desireth to 
have me to bis wife, tboo shaJt see wbaC thanks I 
will give thee, with what hoooar I will reward thee, 
and bow I feed tbee. First I will Soely comb 
thy mane and adorn it with my maiden necklaces, 
and then I will bsarely dress the hair of thy fore* 
head, and tie up thy ru^ed tail trimly, whose 
bristles are now ra^ed and matted by want of care: 
I will deck thee round about with golden tr^piogs 
and tassels, in such sort that tbou ahait glitter like 
the stars of ^e sky, and abalt go in triumph amid 
w the applause of the people: 1 will bring thee every 
day in my alkeo apron the kernels of nuts, and will 
pamper thee up with dainty delights i 1 will set 
store ^ thee, as by one that is the preserver of my 
life. Fixuliy, thou shalt lack no maimer of thing, 
and amongst thy glorioos fare, thy great ease, and 
the biles of thy life, tlmn ihsit not be destitute of 
digni^, for thou shalt be chronicled perpetually 
in memory of my present fortune,and the providence 
divine. All the whole histonr of this our present 
Hjgbt shall be painted up<a the wall of our bouse: 
thou shalt be renowned tbronghont all the world, 
and thU tale (Chough rude) shall be registered in the 
books of doctors, how an ass saved the life of a young 
maiden, a princess, that was a eaptive amonMt 
thieves Tnou shalt be Dombered amongst the 
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km crtd«taos exemplo tue TeriUtk et Phrimn 
nrkti sDpemmkssc ct Anonym delphioun gubtr* 
D84M et Enropem Uaro supereab*$se. Quod si 7ere 
luster mngieit in bevtm, potest zd ssmo meo latere 
aliqui rel raltos homiais vel &des deorum.” 

0 um btec ideirtidein poelln replieat votisque ere- 
bros intermUcet saspiritos, ad quoddam peirenimus 
trivium, imdeme arrepto capktro dirigere dex&orsum 
magnopere gestiebat> qood ad pareatis eias et scilicet 
iretur Sed ego gaarns latrones ad reliquas 
commeasse ^aedas, renitebar dmiter etque sic ia 
aoicao meo tadtos expcetalabam: “ Quid facU, lAfelix 
paella ^ Quid agis f Cat iesUnas ad Orciim ! Quid 
meis pedibos faeerecooteadis t Non <*T>tT>s tantum, 
verum etiam lae perditnm ibis.*’ Sic nos diverse 
tendentes et in eaasa doth de proprieute soli, immo 
viae herdsenadae cooteadentea, rapinis suit onusti 
eoram deprebeadunt ipsi latrones et ad lonae splea- 
dorem »oTn jade loogins eognitoa risu raaligno salu* 
30 buit i et nans e auiaero dc appellat: “ Quorsum 
istam festixiiuiti resUgio lucubratis viam nee noctis 
intempestae Uanes l^rvasqae fbnnidads? An tu, 
probisdma puella, parentes tnos intervisere propera- 
Eas ? Sed nos et solitndini toae praestdiom praesta- 
bunus et ad parentes tnos iter nioostrabimus,’* et 
unus msjiQ seentus prebenso loro retrorsum me cir. 
comtorquet, see l***^"!* nodosi qnod gerebat saetis 
Ictibos tempermt. Tone ingratis ad promptum re- 
correns etitlam rtminiscor doloris ungulae et occipio 
893 
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Aocient miracles: we shall heliere bj the example 
of this truth that Pbnxas eared hiaaalf drown¬ 
ing appn a ram, Arioa scaped upMi a dolphin, and 
that Eoiopa r^e upon a bull. If Jnpiter trans- 
foiined bkuelf into a lowing boll, why may it not be 
that onder shape of this ass is bi^ea the 6 gare of a 
mao, or some power divine ? " 

While that the virgin did thus aorrowfuJ sighs 
with her hopes and prayers we fortuned to come to 
a place where three ways did meet, and she took me 
by the halter and would bare me turn on the rigltt 
band to her father's house, but 1 (knowing that the 
Uiieres were gone that war to fetch the residue 
of their pillag^ remsted with oiy head as mdcb as 
I might, saying within myself: '* What wilt thou do, 
unhappy maideo f W*by wooldest thou go so wlIU 
inglj to Hell ^ Why wilt thou ran into destruction 
in despite of my feet f Why dost thoo seek thine 
own barm aad likewise ? ” And while we two 
strove together like striring at law about the 
division of land, or rather aboat some right of way, 
the thieves returned laden with thdr prey, and per> 
ceived us afar oft by the light of tbe mooo: and 
after they had known us they laughed desjutefully, 
and one of them began to say: " Wbitber go you so 
hastily? Be you not afraid of spirits and ghosts of 
the night! Aad you (you harlot) do you go to see 
your parents ? Come on, we will bear you company 
for safety’s sake aad ahew you the way to your 
parents.” And therewithal one took me by tbe 
baiter and drove me back again, beating me cruelly 
with a great staff that he bad, fall of knobs; then I 
returning against 1 x 7 will Ko my ready destruction, 
and remembering the grief of my hoof, began to 
shake my head ^d to wax lame, but Ue that led me 
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Dutuiti capite claadicare: “ Ec«5< *' inqoit ille 

qui me rettaxera^ '‘RaiSQm titobaa et vacUIas et 
putres ifti tui pedes fufere poaaost^ ambulare nea* 
eiunt 1 At panlo aste pumaUm Fegasi nneebas 
eeleritatem." Dom m mecum fuatem quatieaj 
benigDUi locator cornea, um domus eorum eztremam 
loHcam perreBeramus, et ecce de quodam ramo 
procerae cupreaaua iodota laqueum amis ilia pende- 
bat; quam qoidem detraetam protious ciOB aao &ibi 
fuaicolo devinctam dedere pnecipitem poellaque 
staUm disteaU nacalis cenam, qoan postiuna dill- 
^ot!a pnepararent in/eliz ferinis iavadoot 

aaimis. 

S1 Ac doia arida veradtate cancta costruncaat, iam 
incipiui^ de ooatra poeoa aoaqoe vindieta seeum 
considcrare. Et a^te io coetu turbuJeoto ranac 
fuere aeatentiae, at {mma$ eivaa crenwi ceateret 
puellam, seedadm beetos otM suaderet, terbua pati' 
bulo aaSifi hiberet, qoartDc toroentia excamificari 
praeciperet; certe caJcolo caBctoracD utcumque mors 
ei fuerat desdaata. Tuoe unoa omnium ledato 
tumuitu, pladdo sermooe sic orsusesC: " Nec aectae 
coUegii aec maBsaetudiai sin^lorum ae oe meac 
quidem modestiac coogract pati vos oltra modorn 
delleCique saevire terminom, nec ferae nee erucee nee 
igees nee tormttta ac se mortis qsidem maturatae 
fesUnaa tenebraa aceenere- Meia itaque coDsillia 
aoacnlUntes vitam puellae, sed qoam meretur, largi> 
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bj the b«le«r nid: '*Wbat, doct (Bon stumble? 
Ceost thoo Dot go ? These rotten feet of thine csn 
run well enough, but the 7 csanot walk; thou couldst 
miDce it fioelj^ eren now with the gentlewomao, so 
that thoD didst seem to pass the horse Pegasus in 
swiibiess.” In jesting end sajiag these kindly 
words they beet me again with a greet staff, and 
when we were come almost bome we saw the old 
wotnan hanging by a noose upon a bough of a cypress, 
tree; then one of them cut her down where she 
banged, together with ber rope, and cast her into 
the bottom of a great ditch. After this they bound 
Che maiden in chains and fell greedily to their 
victuals which the miserable old woman had provided 
for them to eat after she was dead. 

Now while they* devoored all very gluttonously 
they began to devise with themselves of our death 
and bow ^oy might be revenged. Divers were 
the opinions of this divers nomber, such as might 
well in a turbulent company: the Srst said uat 
he thought best Che maid should be burned alive i the 
second said she should be thrown out to wild beasts; 
the third said she should be hanged upon a gibbet; 
the fourth said she should be flayed alive with tor* 
tures: certainly was the death « the poor maiden 
decided by the vote of them all. But one of the 
thieves did make them all to be silent, and then very 
quietly speak in this manoer: ** It is not eoovenSent 
unto the oath of oor company, nor to the clemency 
of each person, nor indeed to my own gentleoese, to 
suffer you to wax more cruel than Che quality of the 
offence doth merit; for 1 would that she should not 
be hanged, nor homed, nor thrown to wild beasts, 
nor even that she die any sudden death ; but hearken 
to my counsel, and grant her life, but life according 
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mini. Mec vo$ memoria desenit utique quid Umdu* 
dom deertreritis de uto asldo semper pigre quldem 
sed manducooe spnuno, Qane etiaxe mendaiej (^ctae 
debilitatis tX TiigiDalis fogae teqnestre miolstroque. 
Huac igttnr idgolare enstiDO ptaeeat, tetisqoe vaeue* 
^cto praecordits per iDediam alvum nudam rirginem, 
quftffi pi'aetaUC la^ris , ioauere, at sola &cie praeml- 
Denle ceteruin corpus poe^lae nezu ferioo coercest, 
tuac super aliquod saxom scruposom insitlelum et 
fartilem asuem expooere et soils ardesUs vaporibue 
8 S tradere. Sic estm cancta, qaae reete sUtaistis, ambo 
sustmebaot; et mortem auns quam quidem meruit, 
et ilia morsus feranim, earn ^nnes membra Taola- 
buat, et ifOU fiagrantiam, enm sol nicois caloribus 
inllemmarit oteroD, et patiboTi eradatum, canes 
et vultures iatiqia protnbeat viacerau Sed et ceteras 
eios aenien&aseitoritteafca numerate: moriuaebestiae 
ipsa vivens vestrem babitabrt, turn faetore oimio 
□ares exerudante^ aestu et mediae diutioae letali 
fame tabeaeet, oec saltern liberis manibus mortem 
sibt fabricare potertt*' Talibus dictis non pedibua 
sed totis aDimis latrooes in eias vadunt sententiam. 
Quam meis tam nagnls aoriboa acci^ens, quid aliud 
quam meom crasCinDm dedebao cadaver } 

I This word Is ooi la Ike ICSS. Scum pvti^ple govorslag 
mr«s seema to kave dropped oeb 
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to ber desert Yea ki>ow well vhet jou heve 
determined elresdy of tbU doll tss, tbst aiwa 7 s 
esteth more Uua be u vortb, end riow who fdgceth 
lameness, sod that wm the csose and helper tbe 
dying away of the maiA My mind 19 tiut he shell 
be slain to-morrow, and whm aii tbe guts and en¬ 
trails of his body are taken out let tbe maid, whom 
he hatli pre fe rred to os, he stript and sewn into hU 
belly, so that only her bead be without, but tbe rest 
of her body be enclosed within the beast. Then let 
us lay this stuffed ass upon a great stone against the 
brodiag beat of the sun; so ^ey shall both sustain 
all the punisbmeDb which too bare ordained 1 for 
6rst the ass shall be slain as lie hath deserred; and 
she shall have her members tom and gnawed with 
wild beasts, when ^le is bitten rent with worms; 
she sbuU endure the pain of tbe 6re, when tl>e broil' 
ing beat of the sun shall scorch and parch the belly 
of the ass; she shall abuje the gallows, when the 
dogs and vultures shall drag out her iimerroost 
bowels. I pray you numbee all the torments which 
she shall suffer: first, she shall dwell alive wftbin the 
(launch of theass; secondly, herimstrils shall receive 
the carrion stiok of tbe beast; thirdly, she shall die 
fer heat and hunger, and she shall find no means to 
rid herself from ber paios hy slaving herself, for ber 
hands shall be sewn np within the Bkin of the ass.*’ 
This being said, all the thieves consented not by thefr 
votes ^ only, but with their whole hearts to the 
sentence; when I {poor ass) heard with my great 

ears and understood all their device t did nothing 
else save bewail and lament my dead carcass, which 
should be handled in such sort on the next morrow. 

' Lit. "by tbe icet"~a toatokal tvm Cakaa trov tbe 
votioc-lobblM the Sesata. 
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I Ut primula tenebru ftbi^ctu dies inslbebst et 
CADdidmn soils eurriculuu cuncU collustrsbat, 
de numero Utronam perveoit; sie enln 
motuse sslulatfonis officium indicabat. Is in primo 
speluDcae ndltu restdens et ex aabelitu recepto 
sptritu Ule colieglo suo ountiust fadt i '* Quod ad 
docnum Milonis Hjpatim quaro proximo dlripulmus 
pertinet, discussa solUcitodiae iam posaamus esse 
securii Postqoam tos enim fortissimis viribus cunctis 
ablstis castra nosba remeastis, imoiixtus ego turbelis 
popalariom dolentique atque indignant! aimilis arbi' 
trebar saper investlgatione f&eti culusmodl consilium 
caperent, et ao et quateoas latrones placeret mquirl, 
reuQQtlcturus voLis» uti mandaTerads^ omaia. Nec 
argutncQtu dubiis sed rationlbus probabilibus coa> 
gruo ciuietae moltitudiiiis conseosa neacioqui Lucius 
auctor maotiestus facinoris postulabatur^ qui proxlmis 
dlebasfietis commendaticils Utteils MUoal seee virum 
commentitua bonum artias concUlavcrat, ut etiam 
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Ae soon 4s tbft d4y shone bright And night was pest, 
end the clear chariot of the son had spread his bright 
beams on every coast, came one of the company of 
the thieves (for so his and their greeting did declare); 
who at his hrst entiT into the cave (after he had 
breathed himself and was able to speak) told these 
tidings unto hb companions in this sort: “ Sirs, as 
touching the house of Ml!o of Hypata, which we 
forcibly entered and ransacked the last day, we may 
put away all fear^ and doubt nothing at all; for after 
that yon by force and arms had spoiled and taken 
away all things in the house, and so returned hither 
unto our cave, I (tbrustang In amongst the press of 
the people and shewing myself as though 1 were sad 
and sorrowful for the mischance) consulted with them 
for the bolting out of the matter, whether and how 
far they would devise for the apprehension of the 
thieves, to the Icteot 1 might learn and see all that 
was done to make relation thereof unto you, as yon 
willed m& Hie whole fact at length by manifest 
and evident proofs, as also by Uie eomraon opinion 
and judgement of all the people, was laid to one 
Ludus' ^arge, as manifest author of committed 
robbery, who, a few days before, false and fbmd 
letters and coloured honesty, had feigned himseli to 
he a ^e man and had gotten himself so far in favour 
with tills Milo that he entertained him into his house 

i99 



LCCItS APULP.IUS 

Kospitio jiueeptos inter Camili4res iatimos baberGtur, 
pluscull&que ibidem diebus demoratijs filsis amorlbos 
ondllM Mllooie animnm irrepe&6 Jcnuae olaastra 
sedulo expionverat et ipu membra, la qnis onme 
t patrimonium condi aolebat, cnriose perspexerat Nec 
exiguum sceiemtC moustmbatur indicium, qciippe 
cum eadeiQ necte sub ipso dagiCU moiaento idem 
profu^Uset nec exiode usquam compnrcret; nam et 
praesidium fugee, quo velodus frustratis iosecutoribus 
proeol ac procul abderet seee, eidem fadle suppedi- 
taase: equum namque ilium suum caodidum vectorem 
futurum duviSK secom. Plane servum eius itndem in 
hospitio repertum scelerum couaUiorumqoe berUium 
futurum ifidicem per magistratus in publicam custo* 
* (liam reeeptum, et altera die tonoentis vexatum pluri- 
bua ac paene ad ultlmam mortem cxcamiSc&tum nil 
quicquom rertun talium e&se coufessum, misses tamen 
in patriam Lucii ilbus multos numero qui reum 
poeoas daturoro aceleria inquirerent" 

Haec eo enarrante, veteris fortunae et illiua beati 
LucU pracaeiitisqiie aerunmac et infelicia asini facta 
comparatioiie meduUitua iagemebam, subiitque me 
nou (le nibilo reteris priscaeque doctrinae vires fins* 
isee ac pronuntiasae caecam et prorsus exoculatam 
esae Fortunam, quae semper eoas opes ad males et 
indigiios cenferatf nec uiiquam iudicio quemquam 
mertalium eligat, immo veto cum ils petissimuro de- 
versetiiT, quos precul ti videret, fugere deberet, 
quedque cunctis est extremius, vanas opinionea, 
soo 
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Aod receired bim as chief of his ^miliar fiicads; 
which Lucias, after that be bad sojourned there a 
good space, and won the heart of Milo’s maid by 
Feigned lore, did thoroughly learo the vayi and doors 
of all the house, aod eorioosl j rieved the coffers and 
chests, wherein was Imd the whole aobstanoe of MUo. 
Neither was there small cause to judge him culpable, 
since as the very aaroe night as robbery was 
done, he ded away, could be fbortd in no place, 
and to the Inteat he might clean escape and better 
prevent such as made hue and ay after hixn, he took 
his white horse and galloped away. After this his 
servant was found in the house, who was taken as 
able to give an iDformaCion of the felony and escape 
of his master, and was committed to the common 
gaol, and the next day fbllowiog was cmelly scourged 
and tormented till he was w^l ni^ de^, bat he 
would confess nothing of the mattirr; and when they 
could wrest or learn no such *bir>p cT him, yet sent 
they many persons after towards Lndus* country to 
enquire him out, and so taka him prisoner to pay the 
punishraeot of that his erime." 

As he declared these things, I did grutly lament 
with myself to think of mine and pristine estate, 
and what felicity I was sMDctimes in, in comparison 
to the misery that I presently snstuned, being 
changed into a miserable ess. Then had I no smaa 
occasion tu remember how the old and Ancient 
writers did feign and afirm that fortune was stark 
blind and wi^out because she always 

stoweth her riches upon evil persons and fools, and 
cbooseth and favooreth no mmtal peraon by jodge- 
meat, hat is always conversant cnecially wi^ eueb 
whom if she could see, she woald more shun 
forsake i yea, and which fis worse, she sowetb such 
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detnctos, ut uvbat, pro sm frugalitat^ coraniuiu cod* 
Icrebat trcae, iafit etUm de $A]uCe eoiomilitoauia 
Bollioite ddseiUri; cogBitoqao quo»larD, uxuao vero 
fortisanmm quemque varus quidem eed tmpigrU 
cactus oppetisse, suadet, taotbper pacatis itineri* 
bus omniunque proellorum servatia indueils, inqubi* 
tioni commilitonuoi potiua msiaterotur et tjrociulo 
novae iaveutatisad priatinae raanua numenun Mardae 
cohorda facias InCegraretur: nam et invites terrore 
compeUi et roleotes praemio provocari posse, nec 
paucoa buraiU servlUqne vitae renuntiantea ad instar 
tyrannicae potestads secUni siujn conferre malle. 
Se quoque iamdodiun pro sue parte quendans coo* 
venisse hornioem et stata procemm et aetate iu> 
venero et corpore vastom et menu strenuum, eique 
euasiaae ac denique persoasisso, uc mauus hebetates 
diatioa plgrltta Utndem referret ad firugem meliorera 
boooque seeuodae dum posset fraeretor valetudinis, 
nec nianiuD validam erogaodae atipi porrigeret, sed 
5 hauriendo potius exerceret auro. Talibus dictis uoi* 
versi omnes asseosere, et Hlum qui iam CMsprobatus 
videretur adsciscl et aUosad stippleodum uumerum 
veatigati atatount. Tuuc profectus et paululum com* 
mcratus die perdneit imnanem queodam luveDem, 
uti fuerat poUlcitus, iieseio an ulli praeeentium con* 
paraiidujD (nam praeter eeterajn corporis raolem toto 
vertice cunctos entepollebet et ei coromodum lanogo 
snalis ioserpebat) sed plane centunculis disparibus et 
304 
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&s he said, hito the couimou treasury. 'i'Jreu he care¬ 
fully enquired hoiv the residue of compainoiis did, 
and to him it was declared that tlie most valiant were 
murdered and slain in divers manners, hutveryin’avely; 
whereupon be persuaded them to remit «dl their affairs 
a certain season, leaving the highways in peace, and 
to seek for other fellows to be in their places, that 
by the exercise of new iHdathe terrorof their mu’Ual 
band might be brought ugtilu to the old number; 
and he assured them that sucli as were unwilling 
might be compelled by menaces and threatenings, end 
such as were willing might be encouraged forward 
with reward: further, he said that there were some 
which (seeing the proht which they had) would for' 
sake tbeir base and servile estate and rather be con¬ 
tented to live bke tyrants amongst them. Moreove r, 
he declared that /or bis part he had spoken wi^ 
a certain tall mau, a valiant companion, but of young 
age, stout in body, and courageous in dght, whom he 
h^ advised and at last fully persuaded to exerdse 
his idle hands, dull with long slothfulness, to his 
greater profit, and, while he might, to receive the 
bliss of better fortune, and not to hold out his sturdy 
arms to beg for a penny, but rather to take as much 
gold and silver as he would. Then every one con¬ 
sented that he that seemed so worthy to be their 
companion should be one of tbeir eomi>any, and that 
they would search for others to make up the residue 
of the number: whereupon he went out, and by and 
by returning again brought m a tall young man, as he 
promised, to whom none of Che residue might be 
compared, for he was higher than they by the head, 
and of more bigness in body, though tne down of his 
beard had but now begun to spread over his cheeks; 
but he was poorly apparelled with rags of divers 
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«oa6&reiji8tis scniAmictuixi, iuter quos p«etiis et 
veat«r cnutate cr&SBitle reluctaWnt 

Sic introgpessus “H4vete" inquit ‘'Fortiisimo 
dec Marti clientes, mlLique iom fid! conunlKtcnca^ 
et vlrum msgnanlmae Tivacitatis volentem voleates 
accipite, iibentius vulnera corpore excipientem quam 
aoruiD oiaiiu suscipientem, ipsiique laorte, quam fo?> 
midaut alii, mellorem. Nee me putetia egennm vel 
abieetum, neve de paniiuUs istia viiiutes meaa aesti* 
metis: nam praefut validissimae maaui totaniqae 
prorsos derastavt Maccduniam. Ege sum praedo 
ramosus, Haetous iUe Thiacius, cuiua totae pro- 
vinclae nomeu borresciuit, pabc Tberone aeque la* 
troiie indite prognatus, humauo sanguine uutritua 
izrterque ipsos maoipulos factienis edueatus, heres et 
6 aemulue virtutu paternae. Sed omnem pristlnara 
soderum icrtium muUitvidineci magnasque Qlas opes 
uxiguo temporis amid spatie; nam pi'oeuratorem 
principis ducenaria perfunctum, debuic fortuna b'is- 
tiore decoasuo, pruetereuntem dce^ irate fueram 
aggreans. Sed rei iioscendac earpo ordinem. 

" Fuit quidam multia officiis iji aula Caesaris darus 
atque conapicuus, ipsi etiam probe apeetatos. Hunc 
indmulatum qaorundam ashi proiecit ezteirem saC' 
viena invidit: sed uxor eiua Pletlna, quaedam rarae 
Sdei atque siugularU padidtiac femiiia, quae deeime 
partus stipendio viii familiam fnndaverat, spretis 
atque coiiteraptis urbleae luxume delidls^ iuglentie 

t Tbe MSS bav« aemethiog lika j)rtut^ewtU au oraic. Tbe 
correotioa Co yr u B ferg iwUm dm irato (v«. Man) la doe Co 
Cronus. 
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do(bes s«wn ill tt^ether, in co sutkch that jou toight 
see ell hie breast eod stroDg bellj naked. 

As seoQ as he was ent^ed in, he said: “God 
speed je, soldierv of Mars, and my faithfel eom* 
panions, I pra^ 70a make me velcome as one of joar 
band, and 1 will ensure you that 700 shall have a man 
of singular courage and Urel^ audaeitj, for 1 had 
rather receive wcroods upon my bod; than mone; 
or gold in m; hands; and as for death (which other 
men do fear) 1 care nothing at all for it. Yet think 
^OB not that I am an abject or a beggar, neither 
judge 70a m; virtue and proweas b; m; ragged 
clothes, for 1 hare been a captaia of a great company, 
and wasted all the eoantzy of Macedonia ; 2 am the 
renowned thief Haemos the Thracian, whose name 
whole coontries and natioos do greatly fear: I am 
the SOD of Tberon the notable thief, nourished with 
human blood, brought up amongst the stoutest of 
such a band, and SnaUy I an mheritor and follower 
of my father’s virtoes. Yet I lost in a short time 
all my ancient c^npany and all my riches by one 
assault which 1 made, to my hart, opon a factor of 
the Prince, which smnetime bad received a wage of 
two hniulied ponods, but then had been cast down 
from his rank by fm^bme. Hcarkeo, and 1 will tell 
you the whole matter in <wt]er. 

“There waa a certain man in the Court of the 
Emperor which had many offices high renown, 
and in great favour with the Prince himself, who at 
last by the envy and cannir^ of divers persons was 
banished away and compelled to forsake the Court: 
but his wife Plotina, a woman of rare faith and 
singnlar shamefrstness, having bone ten children 
to her husband to be the fbundatioQ of his house, 
despised all worldly pomp mmI delicacy of living la 
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coines et iitfortuini socU, touso ctpiUo in m&scu' 
linue faciem rcformato baLltu, pretiosissimis moitf- 
lium et AUTO raoneUli sonis refertis inciDctSi inter 
ip9s$ oustodieDthim militum mruius et gledios Qodos 
intrepida, cunctorum periculcram particeps et pro 
iSBriti s&ljte pervigilem curam suscipiens, atruni' 
DM aasidu&s ingenio masculo sustinebat laznque 
plurimis itioeris difficuItaUbus marisque terroribus 
exanclatis Za^tbum petebat, quan Bors ei feUKe 
7 deereverat tempomriam aedept. Sed citm primum 
UtuB ActiacuTD, quo tuuc Macedonia delapsi graa> 
SAbamuT) appoliuet^ aocte promota tabernulara quaii* 
dam litoii oavique prosimam^ quaxD * vitatis isaris 
diicUbus incubabant, luvadlmtis et dirtpunua omuia, 
aec taroen periculo levl temptati discesaimua Simul 
najnque primum eoaumianuaematroiiapercepit, prO' 
currena in cubiculura clamoribua inquietis cuncta 
mUcuit, milites auosque fomuloa nomiuaUm, aed et 
onmem viciniam suppetiatam convocana, otsi quod 
parore cuDctortun, qui sibi quisquc metuentcs deli' 
tescebant, effectum est, ut impune discederemus. 
5ed protiiius aancUasima—vera eiitm dtcenda aunt— 
et unicae lidei femina, bonis artibua gratlosa, pred- 
bus ad Caesaris uumen porreetis, et marito reditum 
cderem et aggretsurae pleuam rindictaso impetravit: 
denique nolult ease Caesar Haemi latronis collegium, 
et confestim interivit; tantum potest nutus etiam 

> The iRsvdoQ oi fvam saama to be o««euarf hen, aa 
aess^ted b? LuetjohaAn. 
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cities, end detenoiaed to follow her husbsnd, sad to 
be e psrltker of all kcs perils aad daogen: where¬ 
fore she cut off her hair, dis^lsed henelf like a maa, 
and sewed into her girdle maeb jewellerj' and 
treasure, pasriog tbroo^ the bands of the soldiers 
that guarded him and Ue naked swords without any 
fear; whereby she shared all his dangers and en¬ 
dured many miseries with the spirit of a nan, not of 
a woman, and was partaker of much affliction to save 
the life of her husband. And when they had escaped 
many perilous dangers as well by land as by sea, they 
went towards Zaeynthus to continue there for a time 
according as fortune hed appmnted. Bat when they 
arrived on the sea-eoest of Aetiora (where we in our 
return from Mace<l<mia were rorteg about) when 
deep night was come they tnmed into e house, not 
far distant from the shwe their ship, wliere they 
lay all night to escape the tossing m the waves. 
Then we entered in and took away all their sub* 
stance, but verily we were in great danger, for the 
good matron, perceiving os incontinently by the noise 
of tlie gate, went into the chamber, and aroused all 
by ber cries, calbng up soldiers and servauta, every 
man by his name, Likewise the neighbours that 
dwelt round aboat ; and it was but by reason of the 
fear that everyone was in,eaefa(me hiding himself, that 
we hardly escaped away. But this most holy woman, 
faithful and true to her hnsband (as the tnth must 
be declared) and a favourite of all for ber great a’ortl), 
returoed to Caesar desiring his aid and puissance, 
fT jfi obtained for her husband his soon return and 
vengeance for the injury d<me to him. Then willed 
Caesar that the company of Haemus should not any 
longer be, and straightway it went to wrack: so 
great was the authority and word of the Priuce. 
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nagoi prindpu. Tote deniqoe tectione militerium 
veuQationum Indagatu confecte &tqae eoncUa, ipse 
me furatuB aegre solus mediis Orel faudbos ad bunc 

8 eva^ modiun: sumpte veate .mubebri fiorida in 
sJnus flacoidoB abundante, miteUaque textili contecto 
eapite, calceia femlDiuJa albU iUis et tenuibus indutus 
«t in acquiorem sexum ineertus atqae abseonditus, 
asello Bplcaa hordeacias gerenti resideDS per medias 
acies lofesti miUtis transabivi; naro maljerem 
putaottB aainartam coRcedebantbberosabltus, quippe 
eujx) mihi etiam luno depiles genae lev! puerltSa 
Bpiendioarent Nee ab HU tamen patema gloHa vel 
mea virtute descivl, quamqaaro semitrepidus iuxta 
mucronee Martios coostltntus, sed habituB alleci 
teUacia tectus, TilUs 9eu castella solua aggredlens, 
vuticnium mihi eoitsai/' et diloricaCU statuxi pan- 
Btilis in medtuiTi duo jnllia proftidit aoreorarOp et 

£u" inqutt " Istera sportulam, immo vero dotem 
eoUegio vestro libena caeqae vobia ducem fidissimum, 
si tamen oon rccusatis, ofTero, brevl temporU spatio 
lapideam istam domum veBtram Ucturus auream." 

9 Nee men. nec cunctetie, sed caTeulU omnibus 
dueatum latroues unanuaea ei defeituit, yeetemque 
laatiosculsm profvniixt sumeret abioeCo oentuneulo 
divite: sic reforoiAtus siiigalos exosculatuB et u} 
sum mo pulvirari looatus ceiia pocoliaqae magaU 
inaiiguratur. Tuac sermouibus mutuis de viigmU 
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Howb«)t wh«D mj btod w» lost and cat up by 
8«arcb of the Emper^’s Mmy, 1 only Aolc k^ny and 
liardi; delivered myself from the veiy jaws of deaths 
in this manner: 1 dotbed myself in a woman sgaud^ 
attire, that dowed into loose and free folds, eoverine 
my head with a woven cap, and placing white and 
thin shoes of women opoc my feet: a^ thos hidden 
and changed into the aimilitade of the woner sex, 
and mounted upon an ass that carried barley sheaves, 
psiMing through the middle of them all, 1 escaped 
away, because every one deemed I was a woman 
that drove asaea, by reason at that time 1 lacked a 
beard my cheeks shone with the colour and 
smoothness of'a boy's. Howbelt 1 left not off for all 
this, nor did degenerate from the glory of mr father 
or mine own virtue, thoogh somewhat fearful among 
the drawn martial swords, yet disguised Uke a woidsa 
1 invaded towns and castles alone to get some prey.** 
Aod therewithal be pulled out two thousand crowoe, 
by ripping up his ragged coat, saying: Hold here 
this g^, or rather this dowry wUch 1 present unto 
your brotherfaood; bold eke my person, which you 
shall always 6nd trusty and faithful if yoa sl>a]l will¬ 
ingly receive me to be your captain: and I will 
ensure yen that in so dmog, within short space 1 will 
make and turn this stony house of yours into gold.*' 
Theu by and by every OM consented to make him 
their captain, and so uey gave him a better gar¬ 
ment to wear and throw away his old, wherein the 
gold had been. When be had diasged his attire, 
he embraced them one after another; then placed 
they him in the highest room of the Cable, aod 
drank unto iu great cups in token of good luck: 
and Chen ^ey began to talk, and declared unto him 
Che going away oi the gentlewoman, and how 1 bare 
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fuga deque mea vechira et utrique destictta men* 
atruosa morte cognoadL ^ ubi locorucn eaaet ilia 
perc«nt6tua deductuaqusj vibi ea, ut erat viuculis 
cnoita, oontorta et vituperauti nare disceasiL at 
Noit sum quidem tarn brutus vd cet^e temerahus " 
iuquit “ Ut scitum vestrom inbibeam, sad malae 
censdeiitiae reatum intm me sustinebo, st quod 
bonum mihi videtur diadmulavero. Sed prius Sdu* 
Claw vestri causa sollkito mibi tribuite, cum praeaer* 
tim vobis, si seatentia haec mea dispUcuerlt, liceat 
lursum ad aaioum redire. Nam ego arbitror latrones, 
quiqae eorum recte sapiunt, nUiil antcferre lucre 
suo debere, ac ne Ipaam quidem saepe et aliis 
damnosam ultioneui. Ergo igitur si perdideritU 
in asino virginem, nibil awplius qiiam slue ullo com- 
pendlo iadiguationem vestram exercueritls. Quin 
ego censeo deducendan earn ad quampiam civitatem 
ibiqae ?eoandaDdam. Hec eolm levi pretio distrain 
poterit tabs aetatula: nam et ipse quosdam Icuones 
phdem oogiUtoa babeo, quorum poterit aims magnis 
equidem taleutis, ut arbitror, pucliam istam prae* 
stiaare, condigne natabbus suisfbriiicemproceasuiam 
nec in simllem fiigacn diseursuram; non nihil etiam 
cum lupauari servierit, vindictae vobis depensunm. 
Hanc ex animo quidem meo eententlam conducibilem 
protuli, sed vos vestroruni estis coosiliorum remwque 
doraini/’ 

10 Sic ille latroiHim lisci advoeatns nostram causam 
pertulerat, Virginia et asini sospitator egregius; sed in 
SM 
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b«r epos my b*c!(. 4od vhst horrid d^Ath was 
ordained for os two. Hiea he aak«d where she was, 
whereupon being brought to the pkee where the 

K ntleiTOTnaD was tinst houd. whom as soon as he 
held, he tamed himself des^sing and wringing 
his nose and blamed them, aajiag: " I am not so 
much a beast or so rash a fellow tlut I would drive 
70U quite from joor purpose; bat mj conscience 
will not suffer me to eooc^ ajijthlDg ^at toaoheth 
^oar profit, since I am carefbl for yon; therefore 
give me tmir alhance, eepeeiallj seeing that if my 
counsel do displease yoQ. yoa may at your own 
liberty proceed again in your entetprise to the ass. 
For I d^bt not bat all thieves, and sacb as have a 
good judgement, will prefer their own locfe and gain 
above all things in the world, and above tbeir ven> 
geance whieb may purehasc damage both to them¬ 
selves and to divers other persons. Therefore if 
you put this virgin in the ass's belly, you shall but 
execute your indigua&m agmust ber without all 
manuer of profit: but I would advise you to carry 
the virgin to some town and to sell her. And such 
a brave girl as she is, and so young, may be sold for 
a great quantity of money: and 1 myself know cer¬ 
tain bawd merchants, amongst whom peradventure 
some one will give US great sums of gold for ber, 
and will lay her in a brothel equal to ber good birth, 
when she shall not again run away: and so, aa 
bound In slavery to a bawdy-house, you sbali have 
vengeance enough of her. iliis is my true opinion 
touching this afi^; but advise you what yon intend 
to do, for you may rule me in this case/’ 

In this manner the good thief pleaded for tbe 
thieves’ trea.«ury and defended our cause, being a 
good patron to the hapless virgin and to me poor 
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dintiDA dAliberatione ceteri crndontes mon constlU 
meA prAecordia, immo miseruca spiritiim, Ilbentes 
taiulm Rovicii latronls «cc«dunt feotentwe et pro- 
tinus ?iDcijlis exaolvont virgioem. QuAft quidem 
einui vicl«rAt ilium iuTABero, fbmicisque et leDonis 
Audient mentiouem, coeptt risa Uetis^imo geetire, 
nt mlht laerito ^^ubii'et vitnperatiu totius sexuA, cum 
viderem puellAm, proci iuvenis amore nuptiarumque 
CASUrutD dtsideno aimulAto, lupAnarts apucci sordidi* 
qne sobito delecbri nomine; et tune quidem totArum 
mulierum sectA moresque cle tsini pendebent iodlcio. 
Sed ille iuvenis eeriDone repciito "Quin igitur," 
inquit " SvpplicAtum Marti comiti pergjmus et 
pueiUm simul vendiluri et socles indagAturi ? Sed^ 
ot video, nullum uspiam pecns &acrificatui ac ne 
vinum quidem potatui AlTaticn vel sufficiens haberDUs. 
Deccm mihi itsqne logAte comites, quis ccoteutus 
prosimum castellum petam, inde vobis epulassaliarea 
comparAtunis." Sic co piofecto cetcri copiosum 
iostruunt igoem arAinquc csespite virenti Marti deo 
faciUDt, 

n Kec multo post adveolunt ilU vioarios utres 
ferentes et gregatim pecua comminantea: unde prae- 
lectum gTAndem hlrcum, aunosum et borricomem, 
Marti aecutori comitique victimont, et illlco prao- 
(lium fabriCAtur oplpare. Tune hospes ille '* bfon 
mode*' inquit ^‘Expeditiouum praedariimque, venua 
etiam voluptatum reetrarum ducem me strenuum 
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AM. Bat \iicy stAjtd ber«npoo a good with 

lODg deljberAtj(»« irhieh node my aeart (Gcd wot) 
And spirit gfAAtljto qnaiL Howb«lt tn the end tbey 
consented ^eelj to his opixikoo, end by And by the 
middea was noloosed of her bonds; who, seeing the 

C ling mAB, And hearing the Jisnte of brothels snd 
wd mercbAots, began to wax end smiled 

with herself Then hegso 1 to deem eril of tbe 
generatioo of women, when I saw that the UAiden 
(who had pretended that she bad loved a young 
gentleman, and UiAt she so greatly desired her chaste 
marriAge with the same) was now delighted witli 
the tuk of A wicked end filthy brothehboose and 
other things dUhooest In rh'iK sort the consent 
4ad cDAnaers of aB the nee of wom^i depended in 
the judgement of an ais. Bot then the young man 
spoke agaio, sayiog: Masters, why go we not about 
to make our {wayers to Mars tooehiog this selling 
of tbe maiden, and seeking for other eompaiiions ? 
Bat as ftr as 1 see, here ts no manner of beast to 
make sacrifice withal nor wme snfficieat for us to 
drink. Let me have ten more with me, and we will 
go to tbe next town, whence 1 will bring yon back 
a sapper fit for a priest” So he and ten more with 
him went their way, and in tbe mean seasou tbe 
residue a great fire and an altar with green 

tnr^ in the hmumr of Mars. 

By and by they came ^ain, bringing with them 
bottles of wine and a great number of beaks, amongst 
which there was a big ram goat, fat, old, and hairy, 
which th^ kiliad and offered unto Han, to help and 
be with theoi. Then supper was prepared sump* 
tuously i and tbe new companion said uuto the others: 
" You ought to account me not only your CAptaln in 
robbery and fight, but also in your pleasures and 
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•eutire debetis,’' et ag^ressus ioslgci &ciliUt« 
n&vitcr cunctA praaninbtrftt Verrit, steroit, ccM]uit, 
taceeta coocinnat, apponit scitale, std praedpue 
poeulia crcbris gr&ndibiutque singulos logujgitat 
Interdum Uraen msimulatione prora«ndi ^uae poso«' 
bat usus, ad puellam commeabat aasidue, partasqae 
^ijmptas danculo et pr&egu$taUa a se potionea 
oSerebat hilaris: at flU sumebat appaCeDter, et non- 
nun^uam basiare volenti proopCis saviolis allu- 
beacebdt. Quae res oppido loibi diaplicebai: Hera 
obUta es nuptUnun tuique inutui cupitoria, paella 
Virgo ? £t ibi nescioeid recenti roarito, quera tibi 
parentts iuoxerunt, bone advenam cruentamquo 
percuasotern praeponis ^ Nec ta consdentia stimulat; 
sed alTeotione calcata inter lanceaa at gladioa istos 
seortAri tibl bbet ? Quid, si quo modo latronos 
ceteriperseRserint? Non rursiun recurros ad adnum 
et rursum exitium mibi parabis f Re ven ludis de 
alieno corio." 

It Dam ista ^copbauta ego mecum maxima cum 
indignatione dispute, de verbis eorum quibusdam 
dublis, sed non obscuda prudent! aaino, eognoeco 
non Haemurn ilium praedonem fbmosum sed Tlepo- 
lemum sponsura puellae ipsius. Nacn procedente ser- 
mono paulo iam clarius, cootempta mea praesentia 
quasi vere mortul, "Bono animo ea'* inquit "Charlte 
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loUiif." Whereupon by aod by with plemnt cheer 
he prepared *11 tniogs very deverlj; «ad trimmiox 
up the house he set the t*ble in order end eoohed 
tCke me*l, end brovcht the pott*M tod dainty dishes 
to the table; but abore all, be piled them well with 
greet pots and ju^ of wine. Sometimes ffeigning 
to fetoh somewhat they required) he would go to 
the maiden and give heri^eoes of meat which he bad 
privily talfj>n away, would give her cups of wine 
whence he had alx^y droDkeo, which she willingly 
took in good par^ Moreor e r, he kissed her twice or 
thrice, wher^ she was well pleased, and would 
gladly Mm in retora again i but I (not well 
content thereat) thought in myself: ** O wretched 
maid, bast thou forgotten thy marriage, and tby 
lover whom thou didst love, thM a vugin maid, and 
dost esteem rM* stranger and bloody thief above tby 
dear husband whieb thy parents ordained for thee i 
Now perceive I well thou bast oo remorse of con* 
science, but more delight to do utterly away with 
thy love and play tbe harlot here amongst so many 
weapons and swords. What, Imowest thon not how 
the other thieves, if they knew thy demeanour, would 
put thee baek to the ass's death as they had once 
appointed, and so work my destmetieB likewise f 
Well do Qow I perceive that thou dost take pleasure 
and sport at the risk of another’s bide.’' 

While I did devise with myself all these things 
with an orator's indignation, 1 nerceived by certain 
signs and tokens (which were doubtfol but yet not 
ignomnt to so wise an ass) that he was not the 
notable thief Haemns, bat rather Tlepolemiis her 
hiisb*j>d, For after much conuaunieation be began 
to speak more openly, not fearing any more my 
presence than if 1 were dead, and said; “ Be of 
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duJci«sin«, nun toto$ UtM hosted tuos fitaiini CAptlvos 
habebis/’ et Instautia vaUdiore Tinum iam imaixturn, 
sed modico tepefactum vapora, saucti^ lUia at erapula 
Tioolentia^ue madldis ipse abstemiua con cessat Im* 
pingere. Et Hercule snspidonem mihi feut, c^uaai 
sopohieram quoddani venenum canthaiia immiaceret 
iUis. Cuocti denif^ue sed prorsoa omnes vino sepidti 
iacebftQt, omnes paree vortuls. Time nciUo aegotio 
artisaunla vinculia impeditis ac pro arbitrio suo 
constrietis iilis, imposita dono meo puella, dirigit 
gresaum ad stiam patriam, 

]g Quam simol accessunus, tota civitas ad votivum 
cooapectvun effUnditur. Procurrunt parentes, afCoes, 
cUectes, aliuunj, famuli, laeti ^em, gaudio delibuti: 
pompam ccrneres omnia sexiis et omnis aetatia do- 
vumque et Hercule laeniorandujti ^eetaraen, vlr> 
ginem asino triumphautem. Denique ipse etiam 
biJarlor pro viriU parte ue praeaenti negctio at 
alienua discreparem, porrectU auribus prodatlsque 
naribus rudivi forbter. immo tonanti damore per* 
aonni. Et ill am thalamo receptam commode parentea 
aai fovebant, me vero cum ingenti iumentorum 
eiviumque multitudine confeatim retro Hepolemus 
agebat non invitum, nam et alias curiosua et tunc 
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e cheer, ray sweet friend Qisirite, for thoti shelt 
by end by all theee thy enemiee captive unto 
thee." Theti ^e filled wine to the thieves more and 
more, mixed with no water, but a little wanned, and 
never ceased tiU they were all overcome and soaked 
witli obundaitce of drink, whereas he himself ab> 
stained and bridled his own appetite r and truly, 1 
did greatly »uej>ect that he had mingled to t^eli 
CUM some deadly j>oison, for incoutlneutly th^ oil 
fed down asleep on the ground one after another, 
drowned and overconie by the wine, and lay as 
though they had been <lGad. Then did he very 
easily tie tnem all In cUuini and bind them as he 
would, and he took the maideu and set her upon 
my back and went homeward. 

Now wlien we were near come home, all the people 
of tile city (especially her jiareiiti and khiimen, 
friends end urally an^ servants) came running forth 
joyfully i and all thuy of the town of every ago and 
eex gathered together to lee this new sight and 
strange, a virgin In great triumph sitting upon an 
ase.^ then I (not wi^ng to show lest joy tlun the 
rest, at fiir as 1 might as present occasion served) set 
and pricked up my long ears, blew out ray nostrils, 
and cried stoutly; nay ratlier I made the town to 
ring again with my sbrJUing souud. When we were 
come to her father's house she was received Into a 
chamber honourably, and her parents tended her 
well; as for me, Tlepolemus, with a great number of 
other dtlseuj, did drive me back again with other 
horses to the cave of the thieves, and £ was not very 

1 It bas Uses supposed, Mrhaps witbout vs» tooeb n«iod, 
that ApDlslus lete&M this (o m s perody oi our Saviour's 
?aJm fiuoday eotry into Jsrusalem. Sss nets e& Bosk tx. 
oh. 14 . 
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lAtronum eapdvit&tis s|>ectator opUbam fieri* Quoy 
qQldem colUgstos adbuc vino magi$ quam viaculis 
depreheDdImus ; totie ergo prolatis crutbque rebus 
et nobis auro argentoque et ceteris ocustis, ipsos 
partial cosatrictos, uti fueraot, provolutosque in 
prosimas rupinaa praecipites dedertj alios vero suis 
sibl gisdiis obtniiicatos reljquere. 

Tali vindicU iaeti et gaudentes civitatem reveru* 
ntos: et illaa qiudem divitlas publicae custodelac 
coittiDiscre, Tlepolcmo puellam repetitam lege tradi* 
24 dere> Exin me suom sospitaCorem ncincupatum 
matrooa proUxe curitabatj ipsoque Duptiarum die 
praesepium meum hordeo pasaim repleri iubet 
feenumque camelo Bactrinae suiGeiens apponi Sed 
qoas ego coudignas Fotidl diias devotjones imprecer, 
quae me fbrmavit uon canem sed asiuom,* quippe 
cum videi’eni la^isriiDae cenae reliqujis rapiiusque 
canes omnes inescatoa atqiie disteiitos! Post noctem 
uoicara et nidinenta Veneris recens nupta gratias 
summas apud sues pareutes aecnarituromihl meminisse 
non deabtat, quoad surnmos ilU promitterent bocores 
hsbituri mibi> Convocatis denique gravioribus amieis 
conrilium datur, quo potiaaimum pacto digne remu- 
nerarer. Placoemt uoi domi me concloaum et obosum 
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uQwUHog, £or 1 mach desii^ to be preeeot to see 
the t^inf of theto. There ire foond them ell eeleep, 
Jjiag <jzi the ^roBud e» ve left theta, overcome 
rether bj >rine theo bj hende: and then the^ fret 
brought Out all the gold aod salver and other trea¬ 
sures of the house ana laded os vrithal: which when 
they had done, they threw mariT of the thieves down 
into the bottom of deep cli^ bard by, and the 
residue they slew with th^ owo swords. 

After this we returned home glad Mpd merry of so 
great vengeance upoa them, and the riches which we 
carried was committed to the public treasury, aod 
this done the maid was married to Tlepolemus, 
accordiog to the law, whom by so much travail be 
had valiantly recovered. Tltra my good mistress 
looked about fbr me, calling me her aviour and 
deliverer, and asking for me, commanded, tl>e very 
same day as her marriage, my manger should 
be filled wi^ barley, and that I should have hay artd 
oats abundaDtly, as mudi as would he enough for a 
camel of Bacbia. But bow greatly and worthily did 
I curse Fotis in that she bad tnuiaformed me mtoao 
ass, and not into a dog, because 1 saw the dogs bad 
filled their panncbea to bursting with the relics and 
bones of so worthy a supper as th^ had. The next 
day, after that of ni^ts and her learning of 
the secrets of Venus, new wedded woman fmy 
oiistress) did not forget to commend me before ner 
parents and husband for the kiadoess I had shewed 
unto her, and never left off until such time as they 
promised to reward me with great honours. Then 
they called together all their friends of more dignity, 
to resolve in what manner it w e r e most woruy to 
reward me; and thos it was concluded : one said 
that I should be closed in a stable and never work, 
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hordeo lecto hbague et vkU uginarl i eed obtiQait 
alius qui Eaeaa ]ib<rtati proapeserat, suadena ut rure* 
s^bua potiua campU in ^reges equinos lasdviena 
diseurrcreja, daturus domloia ^quaruzn inac^uau 
1 j ganeroao ctultaa miJas alumaaa. £rgo igitur evocato 
statira arcnentario equlsone magna cun piaefatione 
dedttoendus assignor: et aane gaudeoa laetusque prae^ 
eurrebam, aarcinis at ceteria oneribos lam nunc ra* 
nuntiatunia, nanctaque Ubcrtata ?arjs initio pratia 
barbantibua rasas ntiqua rapcrturaaaliquaa. Subibat 
me tamao iUa atiaxc sequens cogitatio, quod Untie 
actis gratiU hoaoribusque plorimU aslno mea tributls, 
buoana facia recepta, multo tanto plurlbus benefieua 
booeatarar. Sed ubi ma procul a clvlute gregnriua 
file perdu^erat, nuUaa delidae ae ne uUa quidem 
bbartas ezcipit. Kam protlnoa uxor eius avara 
equidam naquiasimaque iUa mulier molae machinariaa 
sabiugum me dedit, frondoaoqua baoulo aubinde 
castigans, panem aibl suisque de meo parabat 
corio. Kec taotum sui clbi gratia me fatigara con> 
teota, vidnotUTD atiaxo fruinanta mercenariis disaur- 
eibus meis conterebat Nee mihi misaro statuta saltern 
ctbaria pro tantis praastabaotur laboribus : namque 
bordeummeum frictum et sub eadan mo la meis qtia^ 
satum Mnbagibus colonis proximis vendiUbat, mihi 
varo per diem laburiueae machinae ettento sab ipsa 
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but coatinoAllj be fed end &tted vitb fiae end 
cHosea berlej «ad betas tad vetch; bcwbcit 
toother prevued, leho wished mj Uber^, for me 
to nio It^viousl/ XD the fieidi tzoosgst we horses, 
wherel^ I might engender npoa the latres some stout 
CDolee for raj soistrest. Therefore the groom thtt 
kept the horses wts celled for, tad 1 wts delivered 
uato him with grett ctre, ia to much that 1 rtr 
before him right pleastot tad jojoos, because 1 
hoped chat I should etiry do more fordels or 
burdens: moreover I thought that when I should 
thus be at libertj, ia the npringUme of the year, 
when the meadows aad fields were g r ee n, 1 shoaid 
find some roses ia some place; after which it came 
into mj miad that if mj master tad mistress did 
render to me so ratnj »riA hoaoars bdag 

aa ts$, thej would much xs^ reward rae beiug 
turned into a mta. But when be (to whom the 
charge of me wts so straitlj eommitted) brought 
me t goo<l way distant from the eitj I perceived no 
delicate meats aor toy liher^ which 1 should 
have, but by and by his covetoos i^fo and most 
cursed quean made me a ™«11 ass, and (bettiag 
me with a cudgel with many twigs) would wring 
bread for berteli tod her boasehold out of my skin. 
Yet wts she not contented to wctry me and make 
me a drudge with carriage and grinding of her own 
com, bat she made me to grind for her neighbours 
tod so earned more by my toil: nor would she 

E >e me such meat as It was ordained that 1 should 
ive, for all my miserable labours, for my owo 
barley which I ground ia that same by my 

own goings about sbe would sell to the iahabb 
tants by, and after that I had kboored all day apon 
this eagioc of toil, sbe would set before me at n^ht 
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Te«peT& forfare^ ftpponebftt iocretos ac sordidoa, loaU 
toque l^ide ulebrosos. 

l6 TsUbua aeruconia edomitum noris Fortuna saevA 
tradidit cnidatibua, sdlicet ut, quod aiuat, domi 
forifiqao fertibns &ctaa adoriae pleuae gloriatev. 
1^ui^i8 aiTDeotii uaiaque me congregem pastor 
egrrglusmandAtidomirtici serus ausoultator aliquando 
permisit t at ego tasdeEQ liber aainus, laetus et tHpu* 
diaus ^raduque moFi geatiens equas opportuoissimas 
iaiB mihi eoacubloaa futwas dellgebam. Sed baec 
etiam fipes hilainor in capitale processlt exltium: 
mares ob admissarlam Venerem ^ pasti satiacter 
ac dtu sa^nata, terribiles alioquin et utique quovis 
asiao fortiorea, de me metuentes slbi et ^alterio 
degeneri praecaventea, uee hospitalls lovis servato 
foedere rivalem sinomo furentes persequuntur odio: 
bic, elatis in aJtum vaatis pectortbus, arduus eapite et 
Bubbmis verticc primoi^bus in me pugiUatur uagujis, 
file terga pulposia toruUs obeaa conrerteDs postremis 
Tchtotur caloibu«, alius binoltn msligno comminstus^ 
remuJsis auribus deatiumque candentium renudatis 
BSceiS] totum me conunorsicat. Sic spud historiam 
de rege Thrado legeram^ qui raiaeros hospites ferinJs 
equis suis laceraodos devcraodosqueporrigebat: adeo 
{He praepoteas tjraunus sic parcus bordd iuit, ut 
edaeium iiuneJitorum faznem eorporuo bumanorum 
largitione sedareb 

1 This U Oodradoip’i sufsestioo for the MSS' ad«ut«nm 
tetrmb 
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« UttU 61 Chj bmq, iMthiog clean but c«ke 4 together 
and full of stones. 

Being eriabed down by this calamit^^ yet cruel 
fortnue worked me other aew tonneuta, so that (as 
they say) I might rerily boast of a fiiU reward for aU 
my brave deeds done at home and abroad: for on a 
day 1 was let loose into the hekSs to pastare with the 
herds of horses by conuusudraent of my toaster, who 
so did at last ot>^ hcs lord's biddiog. O bow I 
leaped fur joy, how I bnyeil to see myself in such 
liberty, bnt especially since I beheld so many ciAres, 
which 1 thought should be my eesy wives and eon> 
cubbies! But this my joyful hope tnmed into utter 
desb^ctlon, for meontineatiy all the stalllou horses, 
which were well fed aod m^e tbong for their duty 
fay ease of pasture, terrible in any ease and much 
more puissant than a poor ass, were jealous over 
me, and feared for the cuckolding of tbw race by 
a weakling, and (uot haviog regsM to the law and 
order of me hosjatable god Jupiter) rau Sercely and 
terribly agaiust me tb^ rival; one reared up bis 
broad chest and high bead, and lifted up his fore 
foet and kicked me ^tefolly, another mroed to 
me his strong and brawny beck, aod with his hinder 
heels spumed me crui^ly, the tbicd threatening 
with a malicious iieighiug dressed his ears, and 
sheviug his sharp aod white teetJ» bit me on every 
side. To like sort have I read hi histories how before 
the king of Thrace* would throw bis miserable 

E iiesta to be tom in pieces devoured of his wild 
pTses» so was that ^nnt of his provender 

that he noarmied his hungry ■"d starveling beasts 
with the bodies of men. 

* Ploneda, k<o; of the Bistooes ia njaoe. His flaal 
4Mtroedoo wu ooa of tka twelve labours of Hareolea. 
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Ad eundsco toodum distractus et IpM vaiue fcquo> 
nim incursibua, rurfius ttoUr«s {Uos eifcuttus require- 
bem. Venufi Fortune meis crucietibut hjs&tiebllis 
aJUm mihi deuuo pesUm uiatruxitt delegor enim 
li^o m&nte devebando, pucrque mibi praefectus 
ittpOTiiCur, omnibus ille quitVm dcterrimus. Kec me 
moiitis exeelsi t&otum arduum fatlgabat tugum, Dec 
saxeas tentum sudes incursaodo contribam ungulas, 
verucD fustium quoque crebris ictibus prolixa dedola- 
bar, ut usque plaganun mihi meduHaris inelderet 
dolor; coueque devterae semper ictus incutieos et 
unuxu feriendo locum dissipate corio et ulceris latis 
simi fiicto foranune, immo fovea vel etiam feoestra, 
uuJIus tamea desinebat identidem vul&us sanguine 
delibutum obtuudere. Lignorum veto tan to me 
preraebat pondere, ut Ctscium molem elephanto, qoii 
asino pantam puUres: ille vero etiam quotieus in 
alteram latus pi'aciranderaus declinarat sarcina, cum 
deberet potius gravantis niiuae fustes demere et 
levata paolfsper pressure sanare mu, vel certe in 
alterum latus translatis peraequare, contra, lapidibcis 
additis insuper, sic ioiquitati pouderis medebstur. 
l&Nec tamen post taatas mess elades immodioo ear* 
dtise pondere contentus, cum duvium traoscend^ 
retnus, qui forte praeter vism deflusbat, peronibus 
suis ab aquas madors coostileos ipse quoque iosuper 
lumbos meos insiiiens reddebat, e^guum scilicet et 
illud Untse molis superpoaidium: ac si quo cssu limo 
cuenosc ripae supsrcilio lubricante oneris impatisntia 
$S6 



THE GOLDEN ASS, BOOK VII 
After tbe Sftme ratoaer 1 wu cnel^ handled bj 
the hones, to that 1 longed for the mill again 
whereby 1 went round end round i but beboUl 
fortune (insatiable of mj torments) had devised « 
new pain for me. I was appointed to bring hone 
wood everv day from a high bill, and who should 
drive me ^tfaer and home again but a boj that was 
the veriest hangman In all tbe world: he was uot 
contented with the great bavail 1 took in climbing 
up the steep hill, neither that myhooEi were torn 
and worn away by Uiarp flints, but he beat me 
cruelly and very o^ea with a great stair, in so much 
that tbe marrow of my bones did ache for woe; for 
he would strike me cnntiimally in my right bip and 
still io One place, whereby he tare my «km and made 
of mj wide sore a great hole or trench, or rather a 
window to look oot at, and althoogh it ran down of 
blood, yet would he not rntr beating me in that 
place. Moreover be laded me with such great 
trusses and burdens of wood that you would think 
they had rather been prepared for elephants 
for an aaa, and when be perceived that ray wood 
banged more of one side another (when he 
should rather take away the heavy sides and so ease 
me, or else UA them up a little, or at least put them 
over to make them e<)Qal with the other) he laid 
great stones npoo tbe lighter side to remedy tbe 
matter. Yet could he not be eooteated with this 
my great misery and immoderate burdens of wood, 
but when we to any river by tbe way, he, to 

save bis boots from water, would leap upon my loins 
likewise, wbicb was do analt load upon load. And 
if ^ adventure 1 bad foUen down in any dirty or 
miry place by tbe water-side, on tbe slippery bank, 
under that load too great for me to be^, when he 
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prolapsus dermsseoij caoi ^eberet egregius agaao 
mauiim porrigore, capiab^ auspendere, cauda sub- 
Jevaj'e, eerie partem taoti oneru, quoad resorgerem 
saltern, detrabere, oallun) quidera defesso mihi fere- 
bat auziliucD, sed oedpfeiis a capite, iramo vero et 
ipsis Auribus, totum me compilabai, cecldltque ^ fasti 
grandissimo, dooec fomenti vice ipsae me plogae aus- 
dtareuL Idem mihi talem etiam excogiCavit peroi- 
dem: spmas acarroii^ et ponctu venenato viriosas 
iu fescem torUU nodo eoixstrletas caudae meae pen- 
silem deligavlt crticiatiim, ut incessu meo commotae 
iocitataeque fenestls aculeis iufeste me couvnloera- 
Ip rent. Ego igitiu ancipiti malo laborabam: nam cum 
me cuKu proripuerara fugieoa acerbissimos incuraus, 
vehemenUore nisa spioarum feriebar; si dolort par- 
ceaa ptululum resUUssem, plagis oompellebar ad 
cursum. Kec quicquara vldcbatur aliud excogitate 
puer Ule Dcquissiniua quam ut me qaoquo modo per* 
ditum iret, idque iuiana etlaro noimunquam coiomiDa- 
batur* Et plane fuit quod eius detestabilem mall* 
tiam ad peiores coaatus stiraularet: nam quadam 
die, niniJa eitu insolentia expugnata patienda mea, 
calces lu earn validas extuleram. Denique tale faci- 
nos in me coramini&citur: stuppae sarincae me satis 
OQUStum probeque funiculis conatrictum producit in 
viam deque proaima villula spirentem carbunculum 
furatua, coeris io ipso meditulHo repomt. iamque 
fbmento tenui calescens et enutritus ignis suigebat 
in dummas et totnm me fanestus ardor invaserat, Dec 

I After eimfiUiAaC tiie HS9 bars cidts, whkb )8 so word 
and does doi caaks seaia. Grci4itfV4 will couitnia, tboojb 
tbe suddss cbao^ from liaparleot to perfect la awkward. 
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should h«r« leot s haod to pull mo oot^ or lifted 
me out by the bridle or by my toil, or tokea off 
some of ray loed so thet I might be eble to rise, 
be would oerer help me, bet leid rae oa from 
top to toe, yee, from my very eers, with a mighty 
stoff, whereby I was compeued ty force of tbe 
blows, as by a medicine, to stand up. The same 
hangman boy did invent anotber torment for me : 
be gathered a great many sharp thorns, as sharp 
as needles and of most poistmoos ]wick, and bound 
them with knots into a bundle which be tied 
ut my tail to prick me, so that as 1 walked they 
would swing against me and wecmd me sorely with 
their accacs^ spikes. Then was I afikcted on either 
side; for when i endeavoured to ran away from 
his bitter onslaughts tbe thorns pricked rae oMre 
vehemently, and if 1 stood stall to rest from tbe pain 
tbe boy 1>eat rae antil I ran again, whereby 1 per¬ 
ceived that the hangman did devise notfaiog else 
save ie kill me by some manner of means, aud 
even so he woold often swear and threaten to do. 
And. in touth there was some occasion to star bis 
malicious mind into worse attempts; for upon a day 
(after my patienee bad been ahogetber overcome by 
bis wickedness) 1 liAod op my neels and spurned 
him well-fiivouredly. Then be invented this veri- 
geance against me ; after he well laded rae with 
tow and flax, and bad trussed it rouod safely with 
ropes Upon jxy baek, be brought me out into the 
way: then be stole a burning coal out of a man's 
house of tbe next village and put it into tbe middle 
of the load, and soon toe 6r« caogbt and increased 
in tbe dry and light matter and burst into flames, 
and the fierce beat thereof did burn me on every 
side; and 1 could see oo remedy for my utter 
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uHum pestiA eKtreisae sufiigium nee B&lutie «liquod 
•pparet soladum, et ustrinA tales versa non eua* 
to linens et meliora condlia praevertatur. 5ed in rebu6 
scaevis alTulsit Fortunse imtus hUsrior, aesdo an 
futurls periculle me reservaiu, certe praeaente etatu- 
taque vorte Uberena: oam forte piaTiae pridianae 
recens conceptsculum s^uae lutUJCntae proximum 
conspicatos, ibi memeC traprovido saJtu totom abl^io, 
flammaque prorsus extineto, tandem et pondere lera- 
tus et exitio liberstus evado. Sed lllu deterrimua ac 
temersrlus puer hoc quoque sauizi nequissiraum f&e- 
tura in me retonit, gregariisque omnibus adrrroavit 
me sponte vicinorum foeulos transeuntem, titubsnti 
grsdu prols]>suin, ignem altroneum accersi&se raiihb 
et arridess addidit: Quousgue ergo frustra pasce^ 
mas igninuffi latum ? ” 

Nec multis loteriectis diebos longe peioribua me 
delis petivit. Ugno enirn quod gerebam in prom- 
mam casutam veiidito vacciom me duceas, lam u 
neqoitiae loeae proclamans imparem iniserniuurnque 
istud niagisteriam renaens, querelas hutusmodi coo- 
Sicinnst: ‘‘Videtis latum pigrum tardissimnraqae et 
minis asiQum f me praet^ cetera fiagiUa qudc oouU 
perlculis etism angit: ut quemque enim siatorem 
prospeverit, slve ilia scituU muUer seu virgo nubilis 
seu tener paellas est, ilUce disturbato gestamine, 
noonunquacn etiam ipsis atramentis abiectis, furens 
ineurnt et boniioes amator talis appetit, et huini pro- 
stratls ilUs inhiaos iUicitaa atque incogmtaa temptat 
Ubidioes et ferinss ^ averse Veaere inritat ad nuptlas. 
Nara imagiaem etiam savii mentiendo ore improbo 

S Aft«r /enna* tha USS bar* m2ubmm, Tlili will noi 
eoDStnia, soil m«os like a gloae oo libidinet or ;bn««w miphoe 
wblcb has Crept into the takk 
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degtruetion, nor how I might s*t« mjself, &nd m 
such • burning it wts not poonble for me to st4nd 
stUi, und there W4$ no time to edvtse bett ‘t ; but 
fortune ires &roianble towards me in my misfortune, 
perbepe to rteerre me for more dengers; at least 
she sared me from tbe i^eeent death thus derisod, 
for I espied a great bole full of moddy rais'water 
that fell the day before; thither 1 ran hastily and 
plunged myself Ulerern, in tueb sort that 1 qaenoheJ 
the fire and was delivered both from my load and 
from tliat peril. Bat the vde boy turned even this 
his most wicked deed upon me, and declared to all 
the shepherds about tut 1 willingly leaped over a 
fire of tbe neighbours tumbl^ in it set 
myself afire, ihea he laogbed opoa me, saying: 
“ How long we keep fiery ass in vain t" 

A few days after, this boy invented another mii' 
chief much worse tbe fomer: for when be liad 
sold all the vreod which I hare to certain men dwell¬ 
ing In a village by, he led me homewatd unladen. 
And then be cried that be was not able to rule me, 
for that be was onequal to my naughtiness, and that 
be would not drive me lo the h^H aoy longer for 
wood, saying: ^ Do yon see this slow an<f dull beast, 
too much an assf How, besides all tbe loiscliiefr 
that he bath wrought already, he Inventetb daily 
more aud more. For when he e^ieth any passing 
by the way, whether it be a foir woman or a maid 
ready for marriage, or a young boy, he will throw his 
burden fr^ his oacA, yea, and often break his very 
girths, and runneth fiercely opon them. And after 
that be bath thrown them down, be will stride over 
them to take bis beastly pleasure upon theim More* 
over, he will feigu as though be would kiss them with 
his great and wicked moutb, but be will bite their 
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eompulsAt ae nonicat. Quoa rts oobU noa medio- 
ores htes atque ia^a, iauoo forsitan et orimina 
pariet. Ku£C etiam visa quadam honesta iuvane, 
ligao qocMl devehebat abie^ diapersoque, ia earn 
iurk»os direxic iiDp«tu9, et festavud bic amasiD humo 
Mrdida proetratam mulierem ibidem incoram omoium 
gesUebapt insceodere. Quod nisi ploratu queatuqi^e 
remifieo ooDclamatuiD viatorum jiraesldium acourria* 
set ac de tnediis ueguJia ipsius asset erepta libera^ 
taque> luisera ilia compavita atque dirupta ipsa 
qiddem cnaciabllem cladem sustinulsset, nobis vero 
poenale reliquisset exitium.'’ 
it Taiibus mendaciis adxDisceodo sermones alios, qul 
meum verecundum sUentiumvehementius premerent, 
animos pastorum in meam perniciem atrociter ausci* 
tavit. Deiuque unu9 es illis! " Quia igitur publicum 
irtum jDahtuTO," ioquit “Immo comcDunem omnium 
adulteruDi iUis stna monstruosis noptiis condignam 
viotimsnus hostiam ? et "Heu? tu, puer," ait'' Olv 
truncato prutinos eo intestina quidem canlbus oostrls 
iacU, ccterain vero earoeia omnem operariorum cense 
reserve. Nam coriiim afSrmatum cioeris Inspersu do- 
minis ref^reuiu.s eiusque mortem de lupo facile men- 
tiemur." Sublata cunctstionc aecusator ilie meus 
ooaius, ipse etiam pastoralis exsccutvr sententiae, 
laetue et mei^ insaJtsiu, malis calci^quc illtus admoni* 
Cus, qaun iiiefficacem fuisse mehercciles doleo, prcw 
29 tinijs gladiom cotis attiitu parabat Sed quldra de 
coetn illo rostlcorum “NeCis'' ait “Tam bellum 
asinum sic enecsre et propter lujcuriem lasdviamque, 
unatoria ptoUnua ^ opera, servitioque tsm necessario 
csrere, cum alioquin exaectis genitajibiis possit ncque 

1 Tbera U a pp io tha beatMS bsdvaen anUotVaanrl 
intn vbicb a Utvr bud haa mMinelw. Awtima. 

aospaMd botb by L«o aod Piasbs^ makae good Musa 
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facM craeQy, which thio^ nuv wotk uc great di^ 
pleasure, or rather be faspatej oato us as a ciime; 
And erea dow, wbea he eapied ao hooest maiden 
pasaiag bf the bighwi^, be hj aad threw down his 
Wood in a heap aod ran after her > and when this 

K lover had thrown her apoa the grouad, he would 
rarisbed ber before tbe fiace of all the world, 
had it not been that bj reaeoa of her crying out with 
shrieks and loud lameotationa, she was succonred of 
those that passed by, and polled irom his heels and 
so delivered. Aod if it bad so eome to pass that this 
fearfol toaiden bad been slain bj him by a painful 
death, wbat danger harf we not been in ^ 

By these and like lies, he provoked tbe shepherds 
earnestly to loy destructsoa, which grieved me (God 
wot) full sore that I coold say nothing to defeno my 
chastity. Then ooe of the sbepherw said: *' Why 
do we Dot make saerifiee of this common adulterous 
ass as his horrid d^ags deserve? My son,” 
he, Lot ns kill bisn aod thiow his guts to ^e dogs, 
and reserve bis desb for the Sabonrers* sapper. Then 
let os cast dnst opon bis skin, and cany it bcase to 
our master, and easily fsigo that ^e wolves have 
devoured him." The boy that was my evil accuser 
made no delay, bat prepared bimself to execute the 
sentence of tbe sbepherd, rejoicing at my preseat 
danger, and thinking upon die ki^ which I gave 
him •, Irat oh how gr^tly did 1 then repent that the 
stripe of my heel bad not him J Then be drew 
out his sword, and oxade ft sharp upon a wbetstooe to 
slay me, but auotber of the sbe{dierdi began to say: 
“ Vcri^ it is a great offence to kiO so foir an ass, and 
so (by accusation of luxnxy and tasdvious wautonness) 
'to Is!^ so neceaaary his labour and service, where 
otherwise ifyoQ would cot oiT his stones he might 
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In Venerem nUo modo sur^re vogque omul metu 
periculi liber«re> buuper etiam looge ctassior atqae 
eorpuJentior e0i<n. Multos ego acio non modo asiaos 
Inertea, rerun etUm ferodesioofi equoa, nimio Ubl- 
dioif laboraotes atque ob id tnicei vesanosqje, ad- 
hiUta Uil deuetatione toimsuetos ac maiuues estode 
factoB, et ooeri ferundo non inbabiles et cetero minis* 
terio patientes* Denique, uiai robis suadeo noleatibus, 
possum spatio roodieo loteriecto, quo mercacum prozi* 
mum obire statoi, petitis e dome ferrsmentis hutc 
cuiae praeparaUs, ad ros actutum redire trncemqae 
anatorem istom atque iesuavem dissitis femodbua 
emaaculare et quorls vervece mltlOTem efUccre/' 

94 Tali sententia mediis Orei manibus eztractus, seil 
extMuae poeiiae reeervaCus, maerebam et fa noris* 
^sna parte corporis totuca me peritarum dedebum. 
Inedia denlque continue vel praeclplti ruina memet 
quaerebam extuiguere, moriturua quidetn nlbilo* 
minus sed moricurus integer. Dumque in isCa necis 
meae decunctor elecUone, matutino me rursum puer 
Ule peremptor mens contra montis suotom dacit 
restigium. larnque me de cuiusdam rastiasimae 
Uids ramo pendnio destanatOj paululum vlam aaper- 
greasus Ipae aecuri lignum quod dereheret reeldebat, 
et ecce de proximo specu vastum attolleoa caput 
funesCa proaerpit orsa. Quam simul coaapexi^ 
pavidua et repentioa iacie cooterritus totnm corporis 
pondus in poatremos popHtes recello, arduaque cer* 
rice sublimiter elcrata, lorum^ quo tenebar, rumpo. 
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not only be deprived of Ua lust, bat elso become 
gentle, tliatve sboald be delivered *11 feet 
of dengev. Moreover, he would be thereby more fnt 
end better In fle*b. For I know myeelf *$ well m*ay 
slow Bsee*, a* also amt fierce hor^, that by retson 
of therr waatonness have been most mad and terrible, 
but (when they were gelded aod cut) they have be* 
come very gentle and tame, and traetable both to 
bearing burdens and to all other use. Wherefore I 
would couosel yon to geld him j and if you eonsent 
thereto, I will by and by, when I have gone to the 
next market, fetch from my house mine Iron* and 
tools fbr the purpose: aod 1 will theoce immediately 
return, and I assure yon that after 1 have gelded and 
cut off hit stones, I wiQ deliver this fierce and rude 
lover unto you as tame as a lamb." 

Wbeu 1 did perceive tbat 1 was delivered from 
death, but reserved for the pain of gelding, I wept 
tbat with the binder part of my body I shouul 
perish altogether, but I sought about to kill myseli 
ny some manner of means, whether by lastaog con* 
tinually or by throwing myself dosrn some crag or 
precipioe, to the end if I should die, 1 would die 
with uoperUhed members: and while 1 devised with 
myself in what I might end my life, the 

ropC'ripe boy my destroyer on the next morrow led 
me to the hill again, and tied me to a bough of a 

E reat oak, and m the mean seasoo he took his 
stchet and went a little way up and eat wood to 
load me withal. Bat beh^ there owpt out of a 
cave by a marrehoaa great bear holding out bis 
mighty head; whom when I saw, I was suddenly 
stricken in fear with the sodden sight (throwing 
all tbe strength of my body into my hinder beels) 
lifted up my strained head and broke the baiter 
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meque protinus pemici fugM cooimitto, perque 
pnma, non tantxpD veruv) eiUxD toto pro- 

i«ct9 corpore propere devolatus icpcDttto me caropis 
subpatefitlbuc, ez^ eamino studio fugiene itojouiUQ 
umm umque peiorera iJIuca pueruto. 

25 Tunc quidAiQ vUtor eolitarlum va^mque me 
reepicicDs iiwadit et propcriter inaceusura baeulo 
quod gerebat obvcrbcnms per cbUqiiAm igjiarajnque 
me ducebat Tiam. Nec iovitus ego coreui me com- 
modabamrelloquensetrodasuDam viriUtAtis laiueuam; 
ceterum plagis noa augnoperc commovebur^ quippc 
ecnsuetus cx forzua concidi fdstibua. Sed ilia Por- 
tuaa meis casibiu pervlcax tam opportuaum laUbolum 
mieen celeritate pneversa novas iastruzit insjdlas: 
pestores enim mei perditaiu sibi rcquiientes vscculam 
variasque regJones peragrantcs occurraut oobis 
fbrtuito, statimque me cognitura capistro prchenaum 
attrabcre geetiaut. Sed audacfa valida resiateas ille 
fidera bominuru deumquc testabatur; "Quid rae 
raptatis f Violeuter quid iuvaditaa /" " Aiu, te uoa 
tsactaznuB iadviliter, qui nostrum asinum faratua 
abducis f Quiu poUua effarU ubi puerum eiusdem 
agasonem, necatum scibcet, occultaris ? *’: et 
debaotus ad terram pngnisque paUatus et calcibus 
contums indt delerans aullum semet vidisse doctorem, 

> One MS has A ; anoUiar (the beat) a gap before (uemo, 
Oolviu'a ea aecB3a eailefaotory, 
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wherewith I wm tied. Then there wes no aeecl to 
bid me ran ewej, for I scoured not vdf on foot, but 
tumbled over the stones end roeks with mj body, 
till I cune into the open 6elds bexaeoth, to tbe hi' 
teut 1 would escspe nwsj from the terrible beer, 
but espedelly &od the boy thet ««$ worse than the 
bear. 

Then a certain vtnnger that passed by the way 
(espyisc me akme as a stray ass) took me up quickly 
and rode upon my beck, beating me wiu a Stan 
which he bare in bis through a blind and un> 

known laue: whereat I was Irti^ displeased, but 
williDglj went forward to aeoid the cruel pein of 
gelding which the shepherds had ordained for me, 
but as for the stripes E was noUuog moved, siaoe 1 
was accustomed to be beaten so every day. But for¬ 
tune, ever bent oo my niln, would uot suffer me to 
coutinoe in such estate long, but with wondrous 
quickness undid ray timely escape and set a new 
snare for me: for the shepherds (looking about for 
a cow that they had lost), after they liad sought lu 
divers places, fortuned to eooie upon us unawares; 
who wncD tb^ eaiHed knew me, they would 
have taken me by the halter, bat he that rode upon 
niy back valiaudy reriated them, saying: " Good 
Lord, masters, what intend yoa to do ? wiU you rob 
me?'’ 'Fhen the shepherds : What, thlukeat 
thou that we handle thee otherwise than thou 
deservest, which art stealing away our aas? Why 
dost thou not rather tell us where thou hast hidden 
the boy that led him, whom thon hast doubtless 
slain ?" And therewithal they palled him down to 
the ground, beating with tneir fists and spuming 
him with their foe^ Then be swareunto them saying 
that be saw oo manuer of boy, but only found the ass 
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sed plan« eQntinuat\Ji& solutum et solit&riuia ob isdi' 
praemiuiB occtiposs^, domioo tAmeii suo resti- 
tuturujo. '' Atque utiuAm Ipee osisus/' Inquit 
“ Quern nunqium profeeto vidis$eiD, vocem quiret 
biuzul^am meaeque testimonium iunoceotUe 
perhibere posset i pro&cto tos huius iiuuriee pi- 
geret" 

Sic asseversus othH quicquam j)romoTebat: oani 
coUo ooRStrictujD reducunt cum pastores oiolesti con¬ 
tra Qontisiilius silvosaneinora.andeliguiiin pner sole* 
bat egerere: nec uspiam ruris reperitur iJle bed plane 
corpos dus membratim laeeratum multJsque dis* 
persum lods coiiapidtur. Quaio rem procul dubio 
seotiebam ego iUlua ursae dentibua esse perfectajn et 
Hercule dicerem quod sciebam, si loquead! copu 
suppediUrut: sed quod soliuu poteram tadtus licet 
serae viiidictae giatulabar. £t cadaver quiden 
disiectis partibus tandeni tetum repertum aegreque 
coadnnatum ibidem teivae dedere, loeim vero 
£ellerophontem, abactorem iDdubitattun cruenture- 
que percussorem criminantes, ad casaa ioterim suas 
Tiactum perducuut} quoad renaacenti die sequent! 
dfiductus ad nwgiatratus^ ut aiebant, poeime red- 
deretur, Ioterim dum puetum ilium parentea sui 
plaogoribijs querebautur et adveoieus ecce rustlcus 
oequaqusm promiasum suum frustratus destu&tam 
seotionem meant fiagitnb " Non eat" in his inquit 
dS$ 
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loose end stnriDf sbreed, vhieb he took up to the 
iotent be might Eeve some reverd for the fiDding 
of him, snd to restore him i^^eio tolds mstster. And 
J would to God," qaotb be, “ Tbet this ess (vliieh I 
would eerily I never seen) coold spetk «$ a 
man, to glee witness of my maocence : then would 
you be ashamed of the injury iriiieb yon have done 
to me." 

Thus reasoDing for himself, he nothing prevailed, 
for those angry ^epberds tied a rope aboat bis neck 
and led him a^in through the trees of the hill 
to the place where the boy accnstomed to resort for 
wood. And after that they could discover him in no 
place, at length tbey fbtmd his body rent and tom 
in pieces, and his members dispersed in divers places, 
which 1 well knew was dene ^ the cruel bear, and 
verily I would have told it if 1 might have spoken; 
but (which 1 could only do) I greafly rejoiced at the 
vengeance of his deau, aithoogh it came too late. 
Then they gathered the piece* of his body and 
hardly joined them together and borted then, and 
stoaigbtway they laid all the &alt to him that was 
my Beilerophon,^ charging him that it was be that 
took me np by the way, and had assaulted and slain 
the boT, aod (brioging him home fast bonnd to their 
bouses) pojposed on the next morrow to accuse bun 
of murder, and to lead hem betore the justices to 
have judgement of death. In the mean season, while 
the parents of the boy did lament asd weep for the 
deaw of their son, the shepherd (according to his 
promise) came with bis iastrumenU and tools to geld 
me, and then one of them said; “ Tosh, oar present 

^ 67 ealli&g Us ridsr BelUrophoo (i^kh AdlingtoQ iDvrelv 
translated “a^ oew esastar **)» aa ioplia that he a 
wrrPegsaos. 

W 
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uoti$ *‘Indidcui prseeeiDS iactum nostra, sed pUnu 
cr«stino libet non Untuio aatur&o), ▼eruro etinm 
caput quogue ipsiun pcssino isto asloo demetere: 
neo tibi oilTustehum daarii istoruxn/’ 

Sic effectom eat at in altenun diem clades diSer> 
retur neai at ego gratiaa agebam bono puero, qnod 
saltern nortuus uitam camidciDae meae diecalam 
donasaeL Nec tameu tantillum aaltem gratulationi 
meae quietive spatlum datum : nam mater paeri 
mortem deplorana acerbam Slii, deta et lacrlmosa 
fuBca^ne veste contecta, ambabus maoibus trabena 
cinerosam canitiem, eiulaus et exinde proclamaiia 
stabvlum Imimpit meum, tuuaisque ac diverberada 
vebementer uberibus incipit; " Et uaoc iate securox 
rncumbeoB praeaepio voracitati suae deaerrit et 
msatiabdeiD proiuudumque veatrem semper esltando 
diatendit, nec aerumiuie meae Kuseretnr vel deUsta. 
bilem defuncti magisth recordatur, sed scilicet 
seuectam m6rmiUtemque meam coiitemnit ac de- 
spicit et impune se laturum taotnm seelus credit. 
At Qtcumque se praasumit iniioceiitem; e&t eiiim 
coiigTueus pessimis ccitaliboe contra noxiam con- 
acieutiaci sperare securltatem. Nam pm deuiu 
fidem, quadrupes nequld^jne, licet precariam vvcis 
mutam sumeres, cui tandem vel ineptisomo per- 
suadere possis atrocitatem tstam culpa carere, cum 
prcpag:t>m’e pedJbus et arcere morsibus misello puerc 
potueris ? An ipsum qnidem saepius iocuKare oaIcl> 
bus poCuisd, moriturum vero defeudere alacritate 
simili uequiiitj ? Certe dorse receptum auferrea 
protinus et infests latronis cruentU manibus eriperea, 
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miscbtef ii oot vt his hot itov we Are eoc* 

tented that toHnorrov oot oolj this vile ass's stones 
shall be cat oC bnt also his head, aod 7011 shall oot 
laek helpexs." 

So was it brought to pass that mj death was 
delated till the next morrow; but what thanks did 1 
give to that good bov who at least (being so slain) was 
the cause of raj pardon for one short dsj! Howbeit 1 
had no time then to rest myself, for me mother of 
the bey, weeping and lamentiog for bis cruel death, 
attired in moumlog restore, tore her hair aod threw 
ashes open it, end beat her breast, cryjug sad bowling 
very bitterly, and came presently into the stable, 
saying: " U it reason that this eai^eas beast should 
do ootbiug all day bnt bold bis head io the manger, 
filling and boiling bis guts with meat, without c<im* 
passion of my great misesy or remembrance of his 
slain master? Sorely, couteraoiog ray age and io- 
firmity, he thinketh that I am nnable to reveuge bis 
great miseb!e&. Moreover be woold persuade me 
that he were not culpable ; indeed it agrcetb with 
the manner of male&cton to hope for safety, eveu 
when as the cwiscience doth eoofess the t^cnce: 
but, O good Lord, tbou cursed beast, if thou eoulilcst 
for the nonce utter the contents of tlune own mind, 
whom (if be were the veriest fool in all the world) 
mighte^ thou persoade that this murder was void or 
witliout tby fiiult, when it lay in thy power eitlier 
to keep off the thieves from this poor boy with tby 
heels or else to bite aod tear them with thy teeth ? 
Couldest not tboo (that so oft ii» his lifetimo didst 
spurn and kick him) defend him now from bis 
death by like meai»r Yet at least thou shouldest 
have taken him upon thy back, and so brought him 
from the cruel haods of thieves, where contrary 

S4l 
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pc«tr«muin deserto dei«cCoque illo waitrvo zoAgisiro 
coffiite pastore non solus anluger^. An ignoras «o6 
Qliain, qui morituns auiiUom salutare denegarint, 
quod conba bonos mores id ipsum feceriot, solere 
puniri } Sed non diutins meis cladibns laetaberis, 
homkida: senties, efSciam, misero dolori naturales 
26 vires adessc." Et oum dlcto sobsertia manibus ex- 
solvit suom aibi laaciam pedesque meos singillatira 
illiganS Indidem constrin gi t artissime, scilicet ne 
quod vindictae meae superesset praesidium, et 
pertica, qua stabuli &res ofGrmari solebaot, abrepta 
DOU priua me deslit obtundere quam victis feasJsque 
viribus, suopte pondere degravatus rasmbua eiua 
fustis asset elapsus. Ttitic de brachiciom suorum 
eitft fstigatione oonquesta, procnrrit ad focuio, arden- 
temque titionem gerens inediis inguinibns obbudit, 
donee, $olo quod resUbat niaus praesldio, Uquida 
Ifmo strictim egesta &ciem atque ocolos eiua con- 
foedaasem. ' Qoa caacitate atque i*aetore tandera 
Ingala est a me pemieies ( oeterum tlUone delirantis 
Aitbeae Meleager aainus interlssem. 

1 Ovid. Jf<SaiR«>7A«»r8, vjIT. 1(1: 

'*Tlwra wu aeerfalo flrebraod «b)cb, when Oeasus* wile 
did tie 

In cbddbed ot Keleager, she obaoeed to eep^ 

The Peiftiaiea puccin^ in the Urt.' and, io the puttiog in, 

She Jiennl them itpeak these words, es thej bU neal 
thread dtd^m: 
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then noDest awm; 4looe, h*rRic fomkte * 0 ^ 6s$t 
down thr {eUdv-eemat, thv giooS thj pwtor 

and conductor. Knowest tboo not tbit cTas racb M 
deny their wholesome help and aid to them which 
Ate io danger of death, are voot to be punished 
because they have offended igidnst good maanen 
and tbe law oatoral ? Bot I promise thee that thou 
sbalt not long rejoice at my Larms, dmo murderer ; 
I will enanre thoa sbalt feel the smart of any 
grief, and I will see wbat nature can do." There¬ 
withal she unloosed her aptoo, and bouad all my feet 
together to the end 1 might not help rajself in my 
puniahmeat: tbeu sbe took, a great bar which aocus- 
toraed to bar ihe stable door, and aever eeiaed beat¬ 
ing of me till she was so exceeding weary and tired 
that the bar fell out of her hands; whereupon sbe 
(complaining of the soon &mtoeS5 of her arras} ran 
to the fire and twoogbt a glowing firebrand and thrust 
it under my tail, burning me continually till such time 
as (having but one remedy) I all bewrayed her fisee 
ana eyes with ray dir^ duiig; whereby, what with 
the stink thereof, and what with the filthiness that 
fell in her eyes, she waa well oigfa blind, and so 1 
enforced tbe qnean to leave off; otherwise Z had 
died as an ass as Meleager did by tbe stick, which 
his mad mother Altbeai cast into the fire. 

‘ 0 Isulv bora. Uk« time vs five to thee sad to tUs 
brand’s 

f wbsc tb«; so bad ^fokao.tbsydetartod oat of hand. 

laoiedlaUlr too motbsr ean^t tba bbaiar booeb away 

And qusnebedit. Ilusboc^ SbakapitolIcbasTljinaaj 
adsy: 

And in tbs kMfiDf ei too sama ebo bar sou sHva.” 
Bat when sbe board kbai Vsloagsr bad bfllod bar brotbrn as 
tbs ra^t of a ^oarral aboat too speU» eS tbo OslydsaUn 
boar, she tbrov too b<aad on tbs ftrs, (has caostoA bis deotb. 
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1 NocTis g*lJidjiio T«iut qiiidfun iuvtnis d proxauiA 
dviute, ut quid«n) ID^b^ rideb&tur muis ex ifirculis 
Charites, pueltae illius qu&e inecum apud Utrones 
peres eerumtiMS exsiiclevemt. Is de eiu$ exitlo et 
clora'JStobusb^fortaiiio miraac neCuidayi^em propter 
ft^sidens, iiiter conservoruoi frequtiitiam sic add on* 
tiabat: "Equisoues opiUotiesque, eUnro busequae, 
fuit Cbarite nobis, quae mUella etqutdem eaau 
aimo, nee vero incomltuta M anea adivit. Sed ut cuiicta 
iioritis, refernm vobi$ a eapiCe quae geata xuiit, quae- 
que poesent merito doctiores, qiubua stilos Fortuoa 
subuiinistrat, in historiae specimen cJiards inTulvere. 

“£ratiu proxuroacivjtate iuvenis natalibas preeno* 
Inlis, quo clarus eo pecuniae fuit satU locuples sed 
luxurlae papinalls, scortisque et diurnis poCatiooibus 
exerdtatua, atque ob id factionibus latronun male 
sociatus, necnon etiam manusinfectua bumaiiocruore, 
Thrasyllus nomine; idque sic er&t et dicebet. 

S Hie cum priioum Charite imhendo maturuisset, inter 
pmccipoos procossummo studio petldonis eius enuaua 
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Aboitt th« eockerow of oi^t » jouog rntn 

from the next city, wbicfa seemed to be one of the 
6 uuily of the good womeu Chefite which sometime 
eucluTtd so oiucb maery end ceUmi^ with me 
emongst the thieves i who, after that be taken 
a sto^ and sat down by ti» fireside ui the company 
of the servants, began to declare many terrible things 
that had happened onto CbariU and onto her bouse, 
saying: O ye borsekeepen, shepherds, and cow¬ 
herds, yoa shall understarMl that we have lost our 
good mistress Charite miserably and by evil adven¬ 
ture, bat not alone did she go down to the ghosts. 
But to the end yoo may leam knew the whole 
matter, I purpose to tell yoo the circumstauce oi 
every point, whereby sueh as are more learned than 
I, to whom fortune has ministered more copious 
style, may paint it ont in paper in form of an history. 

'ihere was a young gentleman dwelling in the 
next city, bora of good parentage, valiant hi prowess, 
and rich !a substauoe, but very much given and 
addict to whore-buutLQg coutinual revellhtgby 
broad day: whereby be fell in compouy wiu 
thieves, aod had bis hand ready to the effusion of 
hutDAA blood; and his name was Thra^llus. The 
matter Was this according to die report of every 
man: when Giarite bad come to an age ripe for 
marriage, he was ■"ifmg tke chiefest of her suitors 

M 
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oblerftt, et quaoquam cet«rl£ omnibus id geous viris 
Aotistaret exjaiisque muceribus peirentum iovitaret 
{tidlciuiu, CDonua temen improbatos repuUae coctu* 
melia fiient aapersus, Ac dam berilis puella in booi 
Hepolemi manum venerat, finnitcr deorsus delapsum 
Qutricus amorciD ct dcnegati thalami pcrmUccns io- 
dignatlouem, crucnto fitduori quaerebat aeeessum. 
K&Actas deniqoe pracacntiac suae texnpeatillam occa* 
sloiicm, sccleri quod diu eogltant accingitur, ac die, 
quo praedonom iafectia mucronibus paella fuerat aatu 
viitutibusque sponsi sui Uberata, turbae gratolantium 
exultans insiguiter penniscuit sese saluUque prae^enti 
ac futurae suboli novorum maritorum gaadibuDdus, 
ad bonoreni apleodidae prosapiae inter praecipoos 
hoapitea domum aoatraoi I'Cccptua, occaltato conallio 
sceleris, amici fidelissimi persouan) mentiebatur. 
laoique aermotiibus assiduis e( ocnrersatiooe fet- 
quenti, noDomiquam etiam cena poeuloque conununi 
carior cariorque &ctos, in profundam coinam cupidinis 
5ese paidatim nesclua praecipitai^at. Quldal, cum 
damraa saevi amorls parva quidem pHmo rapore de* 
Icctet, sed fbmentis cousuetuduila exaeaCuans immo' 
dicis ardoribuB totos amburat homines f 
946 
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ftnd ve 37 songht her head; but Although 

he were e men more eooielf thf" the reeidoe that 
wooed her. asd aljo bad ritdief ebuodantly to 

C ioade her pereots. ^et beeauae he waa 01 evil 
e, aod a maa of wicked oianDete aod cooTeraatioo. 
be bad the repolae and was put off bj Oiarite. And 
so our master a daughter married with TleMlemus; 
howbeit this joung seeretlj cherished bt9 down- 
fallea lore, and moved aomew^t at her refusal, he 
burilj searched some means to work his damnable 
intent •. and so (having Coimd ocoa^a and oppor- 
tuni^ to present himself there) be girt himself for 
the evil porpese wbi^ he bad long concesded; 
and so be broogbi it to pass, that me same daj that 
Cbarite was delivered bj the subtle means and valiant 
audaci^ of her hnsbojKl from the puissance of the 
thieves, be mingled himself amongst the aa8emhl7, 
feigoiiig with A notable shew that he was glad above 
all others of the new marriage and of the hope of 
future od^riiig. Herebj (bj reason that he came 
of BO noble parents) he was received and entertained 
into the house as a chief guest, and ^Iselj coloured 
himself to be one of their most principal friends: 
and so, under 4 &itbful well*wisher, he 

dissiiQuled bis misebievoss miud and intent. In 
continuance of time, bj mnch &iDiliarit7 and often 
conversation and baj^ueting t^etber, he was taken 
more ■nH more in &voar: then did he fall little b7 
little and unawares into tbe deeper gulf of lust and 
desire. Wbat wonder indeed ? like as we see it 
fbrtoneth to lovers, wbo are at first delighted b7 the 
dame of cruel love, when as it is anall, notil by 
continual feeding of it with tbe fuel of use and 
wont, it gloweth and fiametb and altogether bumetb 
tliem up. 
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$ " denique deliberaverat eecum ThrasjQua, quod 
ti«c elaodestinis eoUoquiia o|>portunum reppenret 
locum, et adulterinao V'eneris magis magiaque prae- 
clusoa aditue copia custodientium cemerot Dovaoque 
atqQO gliacentis affectiorH iirnii&»imum vinculum non 
posse dissociari penpicoret, et puellae, ai vellet, 
quanquam veUe non posaet, furatrinae coniugalls 
incommodaret mdimcntum; et tameii ad hoc Ipnim, 
quod non potest, coutentiosa pcfnicie, quasi posset, 
impellitur: quod uunc aiduum factu putatur, amore 
per dies roborato facile videtur effectu. Spectate 
detiique sed, oro, soUicitis animis intendite, quotsum 
fdriosae libidinis proniperint impetus. 

4 “ Die quadam veBaCom 'Hepolemus a^sumpto 

Tbmsyllo petebat indagatmus ferae, si quid tamen 
iu eapreis feritatis eat; nec eoiro Charite oiaritum 
saum quaerere patiebatur bestias anuatas dente vel 
comu. lamque apud froudosuni Cumulura rainoruiu- 
quo dCDSU tegmijilbus umbrosum, prospectu vesti* 
gatorum obsaeptts raprcls, c^es venatioms indagini 
geaerosae, tnaudato cubilS reside&tes invaderent 
l>cstias, hnjDittuntuT; sUtimque sobertis dlsclpUnae 
memorcs, partitas totos praeciuguat aditus tacitaque 
prius servata njussitatiooer aigno sibl repentino red* 
dito, latratibus fervldis dissooisque mlscect omnia. 
Nee oUa caprea ficc puvcos daiuuU oec prae ceteris 
SiS 
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"T1ms7llus long poodertd within himself, 

ptreeiviBg thet it wis«heramARer inbftAk his mind 

secretly to Cbsrite> sad that he was wboUy barred 
from accomplishmept of his loxorioos appetite both 
by the mnltitiide of her guards and servitors, and 
because the love of her her hosbaud was so 
strongly linked together that the bond between 
them might in no wise be dissevered; aad moreover 
it was a thing impossible to ravish her, because even 
if sbe would, although she would oot, she knew 
nothing of the arts of deceiving a spouse. Yet was 
he still provoked forward by ao obs^ate madness to 
that very thiug which be could oot, as thongb he 
could. At leoffth the thing which seemetb so hard 
and difficult, v^eti love has been f(vti£ed through 
time, doth ever at last ^vear easy and ftdle; but 
mark, ( pray you, diligently, to wbat end the furious 
force of his inordinate desi^ came. 

"On a day TIepolemus went to the ebase with 
Thrasyllus to buut fbr wild beasts but only for goats 
—if indeed goats be wild beasts—for bis wife 
Oiarite deaiM h™ earnestly to meddle with uo 
other beasts which were of more fierce and wild 
nature, armed with task or horn. When they were 
come within the chase to a great thicket on a hill, 
fbrtresscd about with brian and thorns, they com* 
passed round the goats, which had been spied 
Ont by trackers; and \/t and by wanuog was ^ven 
to let loose the dogs, had been br^ of ■ uoble 
stock, to rout op the beasts from tbeir lairs. They, re* 
memberiog all tbeir carefbl teaching, spread out and 
covered every entry; and first they did not give 
tongue, but when on a sudden the signal was given 
they rushed in with such a csy that all the forest rang 
again with the nmse; but behold there leaped out 
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feris raltior cervi, sed Aper iraiDuus Invisltfttus 

exsurgit tons e«lli>sfte cutUobe«u$, pills iDhorrentibiis 
corio aquaUdus, setis lusurgentibufi spiiiae hispidus, 
dentibus ftttrttu sonsd spumeoa, ocdIIs sspectii 
nuDAci flalDiDeua, im)>etu saevo ^^omentia ohs totus 
fulmineus; «t prize um qoidara canun) procadoras^ 
quae cooudIous cuotulerant vestigium, geins hac 
lilac iaotatis couaectad interficlt, dern calcata Ktiola, 
5 qua priaos impetUK reduKerat, traaaaUiit. £t aos 
qiiidcm cuncti pavorc deberntl et alioquiA izmozits 
veoationibUB conaueCi, time etiam inermes atque izn* 
Diuniti, tegumentfs frondis vel ari>oribus latenter ab- 
scondimus; Thras^Ilos vero nauctus fraudium cpj>or* 
tunum decipulum sic Tlepolemum captiose corapellat: 
'Quid stupore eo&fiisi vel eti&m cassa formidiAc 
limilee buxniUtati servorum istonim^ vel io moduDi 
pavuria fsnieci deieeti tam opimam praedaia raedlis 
CDADibus amittimua ? Quiu equos macendimus P 
Qum oeius indipiseiiDur ? Eii cape venabuliuu, at 
ego 5DID0 laneewi'; oec tactillam morati protinus 
InslUunt equoa ex siunmo studio bestlam insequentes. 
Nec ilJa geouim vigoris oblita retorqaet ini' 

petom et mceodio feriutaa ardescena dente compulse 
quezD priaiiuii insiliat cunetabunda riraatur. Sed 
prior Xlepolemus Uculnm, quod gerebat, iiiaaper 
dorsum besttae contonit: at Thrasjllua ferae quidem 
pepercit sed equl, quo vebebatar Tlepolemus, pos- 
treraos poplites lancea fericus amputat Quadiupes 
reccideos, qua sanguis effluxerat, toto tergo supinatus 
S60 
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DO goat, nor timid deer, oor hiod, most geutle of eU 
bewU, but au bgrriJjle daugervos wild boar, lucb 
as no one had seen before, thich with muscles and 
brewn, with a 61 thj aod hairj hide, hia bristles risiog 
along his pelt, foaming at tbe moatb, giindiDg hie 
teeth, loouog ^refoUj with fierj eyes, and rushing 
like lighbung as he ^targed with his forious jaws. 
The dogs that firet set upon him he tare and rent 
with his tusks, and rifled them np and hurled them 
away ou every side, aod then be na quite through 
the nets that had checked his first charges and 
escaped away. When wc saw tl>e fOTj of this beast, 
we were all greatly ftritdeeu with foar, aud because 
we never accostoaed to chase such dreadfiU boai«, 
and forther beeasM we were noarmed aud witboot 
weapons, we got aird hid onrselTes under bushes and 
trees. 

"ThcD Tbrasyllus, haring fonod opportunity b> 
work his treason, said to TTrpvIemas: 'M'hat, stand 
we here amaaed f Why shew we ourselves like 
these slaves of ours, or why leave we so worthy a 

£ sy to go forth from our very hands, despairing 
e some timid woman? Let as mount upoa our 
horses and pursoe him incootlfteBtly: take you a 
hunting javelin, aud 1 will take a spear’; and by 
and hy they leaped upon their horses and followed 
the beast earnestly. But be, forgetting not his 
natural strength, returned against them burning 
with the fire of his wild nature, and goashlug bis 
’teeth, pried with bu eyes on whom he might first 
with his tuakc : sad Tlepolemus struck tbe 
beast first ou tbe back with his javelin. But Thra* 
syllus attacked not tbe beast, bii came behind and 
cut tbe hamstrings of the hinder legs of Tlepolemus* 
horse, in soch sort that be fell down in mnoh blood 

»1 
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ioviCuB doiDlDum suum devolvU ad t€man: &ec 
diu, ct eum ^rens sper invadit i&centem ac 
primo laginUs «ii36, nox ipauzo resur^eateDi loaltv 
deot« laniavit. Nec coepti bonuio piguit 

araicom vel sum saevitUe Ufcatum saltern tactu 
periculo cenieiis potult expleri, sed percito 
pligoso, cruda vulji«ra contegetiti suoioque auxi!ium 


miseriterrogauti per femus Uexterum dimisit lanceam, 


taoCo ille quideip fidentius quanto credereC ferri 
vulnera rirnilia future proseetu deiitiuxD: necnou 
taoien ipsam quoque bestism faciU m&nu trauaadigit. 
Ad hunc modum de6ntto iuvene exciti litibulo suu 


quiaquo fonilia maesta coiicurrimus; &t illc quan* 


quarn perfecto Toto, proab'ato inlnuco Ufrtus ageret, 
vultu taman gaudlum tegit ei trontem aaseverat et 
dolorem simukt, at cadaver, quod ipse fecent, avide 
circuTDplesus. oania quidem lugeptiusi officia aoU 
letter afBiixit; sed sola? lacrlmae prccedere noluerunt, 
Sic ad nostri aimilitudiiiem, qui vtft lamentabarnur, 
eonformatus manus suae culpam bestiae dabat 


'* NecdutD satis scelere transacto fania ditabitur et 


carsus primes ad domum 'riepcleini detorquet et 
sures infelicis Jiuptae percntit. Quae quidem simul 
percepit tale nuutium quale non audiet oliud, amecs 
et vecordia peixlta corsuqae baochata fujibuodo per 
plateas populosas et ar7a rorestria fertar, iosonavoce 
casual eaariti qoirltana: cendotmt civium maeatae 
oaterrae, sequtmtui ob?u dolore sociato, civitaa eoucta 
vaeuatur studio vtsionig. £t e cc e zziaritl cadavetr 
359 
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to tho ^rovfid snd threv despite his vili bis master: 
then suddenly the bear came apOD Tlepolemus, aod 
inriously tare rent first his gameuts and thea 
biiD his teeth as be would rise. Howbeit, his 

S ood Mend Thra^llas did not repent of bis wicked 
eed te see hha thos wounded, nor vas it enough 
for his cruel^ only to took: bat when be was gored 
Bod essayed te protect his fresh wounds from the 
heavy blows, and desired bis friendly help, he thrust 
Tlepolemus through the right tbi^ with bis spear, 
the more boldly becanse be thought the wound of 
the spear wooJd be taken for a woi^ of the boar's 
teeth: then he easily killed tbe beast likewise. 
And when the young man was thus miserably slain, 
every one of ns out of oar boles, went sor* 
rowfuUy towards our slain master. Bot although 
that Tbrasyllns was joyfol of the death of Tlepole- 
rans, whom he did gr^Ltly bate, yet be cloaked the 
matter with a sorruwfnl coantenaoce, be feigoed a 
dolorous face, be often eiobnced tbe body which he 
himself slew, he played aU tbe parts of a moorDiog 

S rsoo, saving there fell no tears from his eyes. 

ns he resembled us la each point (who verily, aitd 
not withont oceasioe, had canse to lament for our 
master) laying all the blame of this ho m icid e unto 
the boar. 

“ ZncooCineatly after, the sorrowful news of tbe 
death of TIepolecDus came to tbe ears of all the 
fomily, but especially toonhappy Cbarite, who, when 
she hesud such pattfaJ thuags, as a mad and 
raging womau nn op sod down the streets and the 
counfry fields, crying aud howling lamentably. AU 
the citiseiis gariierra together, and such as met her 
bare her company running towards tbe chase, so that 
all tbe dty was emptied to see tbe right When 

X 
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ftccurrit kbaJitlque bpiritu totAm se super corpus 
effudlt AC paeiussimo ibidem, quAm devorerat ei, 
reddidit aiiicnam* Sed &tgK xDAJiibus erepta suotuid 
iDTitA reoi&nsit in vita, fuuus veto toto ferAleiu pom' 
para prosequente populo dedudtur ad scpulturam. 

7 " Sed ThraajUus uimium nimius clAmare, plangere, 

et qnaa io primo maei’ore lacrimaa non habebat, laro 
scilicet crescente gaudio reddere et multis caritatis 
Etominibua veritatem Ipsajn &llere. Ilium amicum, 
coaetaneum, cootubemalem, frab’era denique, addito 
noroliK lugubrl, ckre, uecnoD ioterdam menus Cba- 
rites a pulsatidis uberibua amovere, luetum sedate, 
eiulatuin coercere, verbis palpaotibos stunolura do- 
loris obtundere, variis ezemplis multivagi casus 
solacia oeetere, cuccbs tamen mentitae pletatis 
officiis studiuo coDtiectandae rauUeris adhibere 
odiosumqae amorem euum perperam delectando 
nutrire. Sed offidu iaferialibus statim ezactis puella 
potinus festinat ad maritum snum demeare, cunc- 
tasque pronos perteioptat vias, certe illam lenera 
ctiosaraque nec tells uUis iodigentem sed placidae 
quieti coudmilem: inedia denlque mlsera et incuria 
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met the sUin bed/ of Tlepolemus, Churite 
threw herself upon him, weepiug end lamenting 

K 'evousl; for hU death, in each sort that she would 
'e presently ended her life upon the cor^ of her 
slain husband, whore she so entiielj loved,‘had it not 
been that her parents and friends did comfort her, 
and hardly pulled lier away, Then the body was 
taken ap, and in funeral pomp brought to the dty 
and burl^. 

"In the mean season Thrasyllui feigned much 
sorrow for the death of Tlepolemue, crying and 
beating his breust beyond all measure, but in his heart 
he was well pleased end joyful, and the tears that he 
bad not for his former grief were ready to come now 
for hii gladness. And to counterfeit very truth by 
words of kindness, he would come to Cliarite and 
say: < 0 what a loss have I had, by the death of my 
friend, my fellow, my companion, my Invther 
Tlepoiemui * (adding the name in a melotieholy 
voice). ' 0 Charite, comfort yourself, jHicify your 
dobur. refrain your weeplr>g. beat not your breasts.* 
And so saying, ^e would hold her hands and reitruiii 
then, so that she might not beat her boson : with 
soft words he would blunt the sting of ber sorrow, 
and with divers examples of evil fortune he endea- 
vourad to comfort ber; but he spake and did not 
this for any other Intent but that in guise of friend* 
ship he might obsely handle the woman, ami so 
nourish his odious love with dlthy delight. How* 
belt. Charite, after the burial of her husband, sought 
the means to follow him, and tried every way, But 
especially that which is most geotle and easy, nor 
requireth any weapon, but Is most like to quiet 
sleep: for she purposed to finish her life with 
starvation aud neglecting herself, she buried herself 
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taoebris imis abscooditA iam cam !uce tnra* 

egent 5«d Thnsyllua InatantiB pervicacfj pArtirn 
per scmet !p8um, pArtirn per ceteros familiAres ac 
necessarioe, lp$os denique puellae parentes extorqoet 
Unden, iaiq lurore et Uluvle paeoe eollApaa roembu 
lavAcro, cibo denique conibveret. At iIIa parentun 
suorum alioquia rtvtttrts, invlta quldem vemm 
rdigiosae necesaiUti auccumbena, vulta non quidem 
bilaro, verum peulo sereoiore obiens, ut iubebatur, 
viTentiam muota, proreua in pecUre, imnio vero pe. 
nitus ia jaedullU luctu ac macrcre carpebat animun 
et (lies totos totaaqoe noctea inaumebat laeCaoac 
desiderio, et imaginea defuocti, qaaa ad babitum dei 
Liberi fbnnavArat, affixo aervitlo divlim percolena 
honeribua, ipao aese nlado eruclabat. 

8 '*Venjn Thnuyllue praeccpa alioquio et de ipso 
nomine temerahiLs priusquairt dolcrezn lacrimae 
satiarent et prrcitae mentia rebidrret furor, et In 
aeae nimieUtia seiUo luuesceret iuctua, adhuc dentem 
maritom, adimc veates lacenntein, adhuc capllloa 
distraheutcm uoii dobitaTit de nuptiJs convenire et 
imprudentiae labe tadta pectoris sui aecreta fraudea- 
que ioeffabiles detegere. Sed ChArite vocem ne. 
fandam et horruit et detestaU eat et, velut gravi 
tooiOu pTDcellaque sideria vei eliam ipso dial! 
fulmuie percuasa, corruit corpus et obDubila?it 
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deep In the derkjieM and had done with the* light 
for good and all. But ThraajIIus was very impor¬ 
tunate, and at length brought to naaa that at the 
intercenion both of himself and o^ the friende and 
familiars, and but of the parents of Charlie, she 
somewhat refreshed her body, that was all befouled 
and well nigh broken, with refection of neat and 
bathing. Rowbelt, she did it unwillingly, more at 
the commandment of her parents and the duty she 
owed to them, than for anything else: and she wore 
a calmer, but yet not a merry face, while she went 
about the duties of the living, but inwardly ahe 
tormented hcr*elf very greatlv with grief aixd 
mourning: she spent whole (fays and nights In 
miserable longing, and there was an image of her 
husband, which she had made like unto Bacchus, 
unto which she rendered divide honours and services, 
10 that she grieved herself eveu by her consolation. 

*' 1 n the mean season Thraayllus, not belug able 
to refrain any longer, a man bo1<3 and impatient 
aeccrdiiig to the lignlflcatloii of his namc,^ before 
Charite had assuaged her dolouri with tears, before 
her troubled mind liad paclAed her fury, before her 

( ;rlef had become less from its own abuudsnee and 
ung oontlnuance, while she wept for her husband, 
while she tare her garmonts and rent lier hair, 
doubted not to demtuid her in marriage, aud so 
very rashly detected the secrets und unspeakable 
deceits of his heart. But Charite detested and 
abhorred hts demand, and as she had been stricken 
with some clap of thunder, with some storm, or with 
the llghtaing of Jupiter, she present fell down to 
the ground all amated with a cloud. 6owbelt in the 

^ Thrasyllas is derived fron tds Crrsek viataroci, 

bold, rash. 
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AsiiDftO). Scd iotcrvallo revAlescente paul&tim spi* 
rlbj^ ferinofi mugitus iterans et iam soaenam peasimi 
Thrasylli parspiciejis, ad Umam consilii desiderium 
petitorU distuHt. Tunc mtar raoras umbra ilia 
miaere truddati Hepolemi cruentam at pallore 
defomem attollcns fa«iem quiateoi pudicam intaiv 
pallat uxoris: ' Mi coniux (quod tibi jiroraus ab alio 
dici non licabic) etd pactori tuo iam perimitur ooatri 
memoria, va] aearbae mortifi nieae casus fhedus 
caritatls intarcidit, qoovU a1io felicius mart tare, modo 
ne in Thrasylli maniiffl sacrilegara conrenias, neve 
serraonem cooferas nee toen&am aceumbas nee tore 
acquiejcas. Fuge mei percussoria cruentam de^c- 
teram: noH parricidio iiuptiaa auspicari. Vuloera 
ilk, quorum ungaloem tuae laeiimae prolneruot, 
non sunt tota deiitiuin Miluera: laneea mali Thn* 
sjlli me tibl fecit alieimm': et addidil eetera 
9 omuemqne seaensm sceleris illuxninavit. At ilia, ut 
primum maeata qnieverat tore laciem impressa, etiam 
nunc donniens tacrioik emauanCibus genas cohumidat 
et velnt quodam tormento inquieta qnietl excuasa, 
loctu redlntegrato proliaiun eiulat,^ diseissaque in* 
terula decora brachia Saevleutibus palmidis conver> 
berat. Kec tamen cum quoquam participate noo* 

* Tbs ead <if ch. ? and tbe W^noinf o( ob. 6, as weU as tb« 
end of ch. S and tbe beei aoioe cf elu e, bave suffered bj a bad 
tear 1b (he parehraant of (be beat U8. la both passages Che 
(ext la a lilUe uDcertaio. 
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eod, when her splriU were revived and that she 
returned to herself or^ns aud shrieking like some 
beesc, remembering all mat had paued with the 
wicked Thrasjllus, she demanded respite to de¬ 
liberate and to take advice on the matter. 

In the mean season of delaj the shape of 
Tlepoiemus that was slain so miserablv appeared to 
Charite aa she chaetely slept, with a pafe uid bloody 
face, saying : ' O my sweet wi^ (a name which no 
other person shall say but I\ even if the memory of 
me in thy heart groweth dim, or the remembrance 
faileth of my pitiful death, in so much that our bond 
of love ba^ been severed, marry happily with any 
other person, so that you marry net with the traitor 
Thraiyllus; have no conference with him, eet not 
with liiza, lie not with him ; avoid the bloody hand 
of mine eneir^, let not thy marriage be begun witli 
parricide.^ For those wounds, tlie blood whereof 
thy tears did wash away, were not all the wounds 
of the teeth of the boar, but the spear of wicked 
Titraarllus parted me from thee.* Tlius spoke 
TiepoJenias unto his loving wife, aod declared the 
whole residue of the demnable fact But Clsarite 
lay aa she had first fallen asleep, with her face 
burled in her pillow ^ now she wetted her cheeks 
with her welling tears: and now aroused as by some 
new ajiffulsh, ^e began to cry aloud as if she 
reneweu her dolour, to tear her garments, and to 
beat her ooojely arms with her furious hands: 
howbeit she revealed the vision which she saw to 

* Parriddsktd in Ecaae Itfal phraseolofr a mask widsr 
aagsstbac SnflUhword. rasmurrisr of a frsa man.oraoy 
aauulsaUor or traaohary.wea called parricidal; acU a wouiao’s 
msnlaga with bir buiMod’s nurdarar would ba in tka sataa 
eatefory. 

SSd 
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turD^s inu^inibus, 0 ^ indJcio faciooris prorcus 
dissimoJato, et n^tjuluimiun percussorem ptulra 
aerumnabili vitae sese subtrahere tadta decerait 
£cce rursus improvidae voluptatia deteatabllia petitot 
aures ob$erat«s de DUptifs ^tiudeDS aderat: eed 
ilia clementer aspemata aermonem Tbraajlli aatuqae 
miro peraoiiQta iuatanter garrienCi suramisseqTie 
deprecaoti ‘AdUuc' inquit ‘Tui fratris meique 
carissimi nwriti facias pulchra ilia in raeJs deversatui 
oealis, adhuc odor dnnaseiis ambroaei corporis per 
oarea xneas parcurrit, adbnc formosus Tlepolemns in 
meo vivit pectore, Boni ergo et optimi eonsules, si 
Uctui legitimo miserrimae feminae necessadgra con* 
cesseria tempua, quoad reaiduU xnenslbiis spatiura 
rellquajQ compleatur anrii, quae res cum maum 
pudorem, turn etiam tuum salutare coraioodum 
resplcit, ne forte immaturitste nuptiarum indigna- 
tiooe iusta maiies acarbos aariti ad esidum salutis 
tuae suscitemua.' 


10 '‘Kec isto sermonc Thrasyllus sobriefactus val 
saltem tempesCiva pollicitatione rccreatus identidem 
pergit linguae sauciantls susurros improbos inurguere, 
quoad sicnulanter revicta Cbarite suscipit: * Istud 
equidcm certe magnopcre deprecanti eonoedas 
nccesse est mihi, mi Tbrasylle, ut ioterduoi tacit! 


clandcstinoa coitus obeamusnecquisquam person tiseat 


familiariam, quoad dies rellquos metiatur annus/ 


Promissioni Cdlaciosae mjUeris oppi'easos succubuit 


Tliraayllus et prolixe coosentiC de furtivo concnbitu, 


S60 



THE GOLDEK ASS, BOOK VI11 

uo m«oner of penoa, but di&KOiblio^ that she ksew 
the truth of the mischief, devised sOectl; with herseU 
bow she might be revenged on the wicked murderer, 
end finish her own life, to end and knit up all sorrow. 
Again came Tbrasfllus the detestable demunder of 
the pleasure that should betray him, and wearied 
the closed ears of Chmlte with talk of marrian; but 
she, geutly refusing his comrouoication, and colouring 
the matter with paaaing craft In the midst of hU 
earnest dcairea and humble prayera, began to aay: 
'Thrasyllus, you ahall understand that yet tRe 
comely face of your brotlier ^ and my huabaad is 
always before mine eyes: I siuell yet the eliinamon 
scent of his precious body, I yet feel Tlepolemui 
alive in ray heart: wherefore you ahall do well it 
you grant to me, ralierable woraan, neeeaaary time 
to b^ail hia <laath, until after the residue of a few 
months the whole year may be expired, which thing 
toueheth as well inyahamo aa yourwh^esome profit, 
lest perad venture by our speedy and quick raarria^ 
we should iuatly ralKS and provoke the resentml 
sj>1rit of ny nuaUand tc work your destruction/ 
*'Howbeit Throsyllus was not contented with this 
speech, nor even cheered by her hopeful promise, 
but more and more waa eameat upon her, to whisper 
wlekc<lly in her esr with hli busy tongue, ba so much 
that she was enforced to seem conquered by him, 
and to speak to him in this manner: ^My fnend 
Thraayllus, tills one thing must thou grant to my 
eameat prayers, that we should take our pleasure in 
sucJi sort and so secret, that no servant of the house 
muy perceive it until the whole year be complete 
and finished/ Then Tlirasyllus, trusting the false 
promises of the woman, consented gladly to her 
1 Bro(ber>in>areDa. fallow, comrads, as in oh. 7 abovs. 
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DMtemque et opertts exopUt ultro tenebru, uno po* 
tiundi stodio postponens omaia. ‘ Sed heus tu,' inqoit 
Chafite ‘Quam probe contectus omnique comtte 
vidiutus prima vigilU tacltus fores meas accedes imo* 
que sibiio cootentus nutricetQ istam meaa opperiarej 
quae elaastria adhaerens ezcubabit adventui tuo: nee 
sc^us patefaeda aedibua acceptom te auUo lumlne 
conscio ad meum perducet cubieulum.' 

11 Plaeait Thrasyllo seaena feralium ouptianuo i 
nee sequios aliqufd ffuspicatiis sed expectatione tnrbi> 
due de diei tantum spado et vesperae mora quere* 
bator. Sed nbl sol tandem nocti decesdt, ex 
inperio Cbaritei adomatus et nutrlde captioaa 
vigUiadeceptus irreplt cublculum proous spei. Tunc 
anus de iussu dominae blandlens ei furtim de- 
promptis caiieibus et oenophore, quod immixtum 
vino soporiferum gerebat venenun), crebria potionl- 
bus avide ac secure haurienteni, mentita dominae 
tardiutem, quasi pareulem asaideret aegrotum, 
faeiJe sepelivit ad somouoi. lamque eo ad omnes 
iniurias exposito ac supinato, introvocata Cbarite 
naasculis animis impetuque diro fremens invadit ac 

1< stipersistit sJeanum: '£n’ inquit 'Fidus coningis 
wei coi7ies> en venator egregioa, en carus naritus. 
Haec est Ilia dextera quae meum aaaguinem fudit, 
hoc pectus quod frauduientas ambages in meuni 
coDcinoavit exitiuin, oculi isti quibus male placui. 
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Mcret embraces, and waa jo 7 ful :d his heart and 
iooked for night, when as he might have bis purpose, 
prefoning his inordinate pleasure above all things in 
the world. 'But come you quietly about midnight,’ 
laid Charite, 'Covered upend disguised without all 
company. And do but hiss at my chamber-door, 
and au’ait; my nurse shall attend sitting before the 
barrier for thy coming. Then shall she let thee In, 
and bring thee without any light, that might betray 
us, to my sieepiug*roora.’ 

" This counsel of fatal marriage pleasedThraiyllus 
marvellously ; who, suspecting no harm, and in a tur¬ 
moil of expectation, did always complain that the day 
was long and the evening eame not: but when at last 
the sun gave way to the night, according to Charlte’s 
commandment he disguised himself and went 
straight, full of hope, to her chamber, where he 
found the nurse attending for him with feigned 
diligence. She (by the appointment of her mistreas) 
fed him with Mattering tath, brought silently eupe ana 
a flagon, and gave him drink mingled and doled 
with sleepy drugs, excuiing the absence of her 
mlstrets Charite by reason that she attended on her 
father being lick, until such time that wUh sweet 
talk and operation of the wine (for be drank 
greedily and suspected nothing) he fell in a sound 
sleep. Now when he lay prostrate on the ground 
to all attack, cKarlte (being called for) 
came In, and with manly courage and bold force 
stood over this sleeping murderer, saying: 'Behold 
the faithful companion of my husband, behold this 
valiant hunter, behold my dear spouse ; fchia js the 
hand which shed my blood, this is the heart which 
hath devised so many eabtle means to work my 
destruction, these be the eyes whom I have pleased 

sds 
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qui quodam mcdo faturas tenebr&$ auspichntes 
renieotes poccas antecedunt. Quiesce securus, 
beate somuiare. Non ego gladio, non ferro petam : 
absit ut siroili mortia genere cum marito meo 
coaequeria. Vivo tibl morieatur oculi, nec quicquaui 
videbis uj$i dormiens. Paxo feliciorem Decern 
iniouci tji quam vitam tuam seotias. Lumeo carte 
non videbia, zDasu comitis indigebia, CUahten non 
teoebis, nuptUa Don fhiaria, nec mortis quiate 
reereaberis nec vitae voluplate laetaberls, sed in* 
certum simulacrum errabis lutar Orcum at solam 
et diu quaeres dexteram quae tuaa expugnavit 
pupulaa, quodque eat id aaruiDiia muarrimum, 
nescias de quo queraris. At ego aepulchrum mei 
Tlapolemi tuo lurainum cruore Ubabo et sanctis 
manibus elus Istis oeulis pureutabo. Sed quid Diora 
teiDporis diguum cruciatum lucraria et meos forsitan 
tlbi pestiferos imagluaria ampleaua ? Kelictis som* 
nolentis teoebris ad aliam poenalem evigila call* 
ginem: attoHe vacuam fadem, vindictam recognosca, 
mfortunium uitallege, aenjoinaa compute. Sic 
pudicaa mulieri tui plaeuerunt ocuU, sic faces nup- 
tiales tuos iUnminarunt thalamos. Ultrleas habebia 
prooubas, et orbitatem comitem et perpetuaa con* 
sdentiae ftimulum/ 

IS “Ad buQc oiodum raticinata mulier acu ciluaU 
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to 1 D 7 Ul: behold how in a manoer thef foreshowed 
their own destined punishment when they prayed 
for the darkness to come. Sleep careless, dream 
that thou ert Id the hands of the merdfu), for 1 will 
not hurt thee with thy sword or with any other 
weapon; God forbid that I should make thee e<iual 
to my husband by a Uke death. But thy eyes 
shall fall thee stifi living, end thou shall see no 
more save when thou di'eameit: 1 will see to 
It that thou shalt think the death of thine enemy 
more sweet than thy life: of a surety thou shalt see 
no light, thou shalt lack the aid or a leader, thou 
shalt not have me os thou hopeit, thou shalt have no 
delight of my marriage, thou shall have no rest In 
the quiet of death, and yet living thou ahalt have no 
joy, but wander between the light of day and the 
darkness of hell as an unsure Image: thou shalteeek 
for the hand that pricked out thy eyes, yet shalt 
thou not know (the most grievous Mrt In all calamity) 
of whom thou ehouldst complain: 'll will make libation 
with the blood of thine eyes upon the grave of my 
husband, 1 will paelfy his holy shade with these eyes 
of thine. But why dost thou gain respite of tby due 
torment through my delay P Perhaps thou dreamest 
that thou embmeest me In thine aims to thioe own 
ruin: leave off the darkness of sleep, snd awake 
thou to receive a penal depKvation of light: lift up 
thy sightleu faee, regard thy vengeance an<l evU 
fortune, reckon thy misery : so pleaseth thine eyes 
to a chaste wornsin, eo liave the nuptial torcfiea 
lightened thy couch, that thou shalt have the furies 
to be women of thy bedchamber, blindnesa to be 
thy comptoiOD, and an everlasting prick of remorse 
to tby miserable conscience.' 

‘'When she had prophesied ia these words, she 
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CApite deprompU ThrA^lH coavuinerAt toU lumin^t 
eum(]ue prorsus exocalAtum rcUnquftnA, dum dolore 
Descio crapulAm com somao discutiC, Arrej>to nude 
glAdio quo se Tlepolemus solebst incingeK, pei 
mediAm civltAtem cursu furioso proripit se, procul 
dubio nescioquod sceWs gestieas etrecU laonimentuni 
DUriti coatendlt. Ac no« ec omnis populus nudAtis 
tods Aedibas studiose eoosequimur, hortati lautuo 
femim vesanis extorguere mabibus. €ed CbsTlte 
capuliun Tlepolemi propter assistens gladioque i\)U 
gead singulos abigenB, ubi ftetus uberes et lamenta* 
tioQes vanas canctorum Intuetur, ' Abicite * inqoit, 
* ImportunAS lAorinus, abidte luatum voeis virtiitibua 
abenoEB. ViadicAvi in mel mariti cruentum peremp- 
torem, punita sam fuaesCnm mearurn nupiiarum 
praedonem, lam tempos est ut isto gladio deorsus 
14 ad meum Tlepolemom viam quaeram.' Et enarratia 
ordiae singolia quae db! per somnium nuntiaveraC 
mantus qooque aatu ThrasjUum induetum petisaet, 
ferro sub papillam dexteram trajisadacto corruit et in 
sue sibi pervolutata sanguine postremo balbutiens 
iooerto sermone prodavit aoinum virilem. Tuoc 
propere faodllai'es miserae Charites accuratis^cne 
c«^6 abJotum unita sepultura ibidem marito per- 
petuam coniugem reddidere. Tbrasj] I os vero cognitls 
oiBnibas, oequiens idoaeum exitum praesenti cladl 



THE GOLDEN ASS, BOOK VIII 
took ft great needle from her head and pricked out 
both his ejes: which done, leaving him blind and 
waking In great pain (though he knew not whence it 
came) bia diunkeuneas and sleep, she bjand 

bj caught the naked sword which her husband 
'nepolemua accustomed to wear, and ran throughout 
all the city like a mad woman towards the sepulchre 
of her husband, doubtless beat on some wild purpose. 
Then we with all the citizeoa left our houses and ran 
incontinentlj after her, exhorting each other to take 
the sword out of her fuiious han^; but she, clasping 
about the tomb of Tiepolemns, kept us off* with her 
naked weapon, and when she perceived that ever/ 
one of us wept and lamented, she spake in this sort: 
* 1 pray you, my friends, let there be do unasked 
tears fbr me nor laments unworthy of my courage, 
for 1 am revenged of the death of my husband, 1 
have punished deservedly the wicked breaker of our 
maniage ^ i now is it time to seek out with this sword 
the way to my sweet Tlepolemus.’ And therewithal, 
after she bad made relation of the whole matter which 
was declared unto her by the vision of her husband 
which she saw, told by what means she deceived 
Tbrasyllus, thrusting the sword under her right 
breaat and wallowing in her own blood, she babbled 
some uncertain words and at length with manly 
courage yielded up the ghost Then immediately 
the friends of miserable Charite did wash carefully 
her body and bury her within the same sepulchre with 
Tlepolemus to be his spouse for ever, Tbrasyllu^bear- 
iog all the matter, and knowing that 1^ no death be 
could fitly atone for this present ruin, ior he thought 

I Tbs latin can also (a&d psrbtps hsUsr) bear the Twnawia y 
of "the rubb^ of my oierriafe" i& the lenaa of o&e who 
would force bar to marry him by fraud or Tioleaoe, 
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reddere ceftusque Uoto&cmoriiiec glsdfum su(Hcer«, 
8p«nte deUtus ibidem ad $epulcbrdm, ' Ultrooea 
Tobi9, infest! Manes, en adest vietima’ uepe cla- 
mitans, valvU super sese diligenter ebseratis Inedia 
statuit elidere $ua senCentia damoatgro spin turn." 

15 Haec ille lenges trabens suspiritus et ao&nunquam 
iUacriuians graviter aSectis rusUcis annuntiabaC. 
Tune ilb mutati doamui iio?itatem metuentes et 
Infortunium domus herilis altJus xniseractes fugere 
comparaot. Sed equorum magiater qoi me curandum 
magna ille quidem cooimeodatione susceperat, quid- 
quid in cosula preliosom conditumque serrabat meo 
atque aliorum iumentomm dorso repositum asporUns 
sedes prlstmas deaerit. Gerebamus In^tulos et 
muUeres, gerebamus pullos, anseres, haedos, catelloa, 
et qoidqald indrmo gradu fugam morabatur, nostria 
quoque pedibus ambulabat Nec me poodus sardnae, 
quanquan enormis, urguebat, quippe gaudUli fuga 
detestabllem ilium exsectorem vlrilitatfs meae relin* 
queutem. 

SiJvosi mratie aaperurn permeosi iugum rorsusque 
reposita camporuxn spatla perrecti, iam vespera se^ 
mitam tenebrante, pervenimus ad quoddam eastellum 
^qaens et opulena, unde noa jacolae nocturDa^imroo 
vero matuline etiam problbebant egressione: lupus 
enim numeroaos, grand es et vaatis eerporibus saici- 
POMS ac nimia ferodtate aaevientes, passim rapinis 
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his fword vnts not suffi eient to revenj^ so grest 4 ciijne, 
4t length went of himself to seme sepulchre, end 
cried with 4 loud voice, seying; ' O ye deed spirits 
whont I h*ve so highly offended, receive me; behold 
I mske sAcrifiee unto you with my body’r which 
said be closed the dooi‘8 of the sepulchre upon him, 
purposing to famish himself, and so linish his life 
there and ^Id up hli accursed ghost in sorrow.” 

These things the young man with pitiful sighs 
and tears declared unto the cowherdsaud shepherds, 
wliicli caused them all to weep ; hut they, fearing to 
become subject unto new masters, and pitying deeply 
the misery of their master's house, prepared them* 
selves to dejMirt away^ but by and by the hoise« 
keeper, to whom the charge of me so carefully 
had been coinmltted, biought forth all the precious 
things that were stored In his cottage, ana lade<l 
me and other horses withal, and 10 de|>arte(l thence 
from his former place; we bare women, children, 
pullets, geese, kids, whelps, and other things which 
wrre not able to keep pace with us, which so 
travelled upot) our feet As for that which I bare 
upon my Mck, although it wss a mighty burden, 
yet leeroed it but light because I was very glad to 
Report and leave him that most terribly hod ep^ 
pointed to geld me. 

When we had passed over a greet mountain lull 
of trees and were come again into the upon fields, 
behold we approached nigb to a fair and rich eastle, 
where it was told unto us that we were not able to 
pfi?f In our journey that night, mj, nor in the early 
morning either, oj reason of the great number of 
terrible wolves wliich were lu tbe country about, 
berieging all tbe roods; so great in their body and 
fierce ana cruel, that ^ey put every man in fear, in 
* A 
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usueCos l£iect&re cuncttm illAm regionem, iaizique 
jp&AS viu obsidere et in ntodum ktresum pneter- 
juntas sggredi, irouio etiam vesana fame raUdos 
gaitmias expugiiare Tillaa exiciumque ivertisslmorum 
peeudum ipaie Um humams cuphibus immicere. 
Denlque eb iter illud, qua nobis erat commeanduTD, 
jacere semesu hominnoi corpora suisque viscoribus 
nudatis ossibus cimcta candere ac per Loc nos quo- 
que summa oautioDe vise reddi debere idque vel 
io prirais obserrltare, ut luoe clara et die iaxn pro- 
vecto et sole florido, vitantes undique latentes lu- 
sidiu. cuiu et ipso lumine dirarum bsf^tiarum repi- 
gratuj* impetus, non laeiniatim disperse sed cuneatim 
stipsto comneato diffi<niltate6 illas transsbirerous. 

16 Sed nequissimi fugitlvi doctores ilii nostri caecae 
festuiationls temeritate ac coetu incertae insecutionia, 
spreta salubri motiitione nee expeetata luce proxuma, 
area tertiam /erme vigiliaxn noctis oaustos nos ad 
viam propellunt. Tune ego metu praedlcti pericoli 
quantum pote tuibae nedius et inter oonferta iu« 
menta latenter absconditus clunibus meis ub ag* 
gresaioiiibut fertnis cousolebara, laizique me cursu 
celeri ceteros equos autecellentem mirsbantur ornoea i 
sed ilia pe^citas non ent alacritatis mese sed for- 
midinis indieiuzn. Deuique mecum ipse reputabam, 
Pegasum inclutum ilium metu magls volaticum 
ftnase ao per hoc merito pinnatum proditumj dam 
in altum et adusque caelum suasllit ac resultai, 
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tncb sort tbut tho 7 would invado Aod sot udod suob 
which pwsed hj like thieves, &ud devour them and 
their beasts: and sometimes they would be road 
with hun^r and would attaek t1)e country*ianns 
that Uj bard by, and that the same death ae of the 
peaceful cattle would await the men therein. More¬ 
over, we were advertised that there lay lu the way 
where we should pass many dead bodies, half eaten 
and tom with wolves, and their inward desh was all 
ton away and the white of their bones was every¬ 
where to be seen. Wherefore we were willed to use 
all cAutioA in our ffoing, and to observe this above 
all, that la broad light, when the day was well on 
and the sun was high, and the derceneis of such 
horrible beasts was constrained by the light, to go 
eloie and round together, avoiding all hidden lairs, 
whereby we might pass and escape all perils and 
deogers. But (notwithstanding this good counsel) 
our caitiff drivers were so covetous to go forward, 
being rash in their blind haste, and so fearful of 
pursuit, that tliey never heeded the advice nor 
stayed till the morniog i but being not long past 
midnight, they made us be ltdeti arid trudge in 
our way apace. I'hen I, fearing the greet danger 
which waa foretold, ran amongst the middle of the 
other horsee and hid there as deep as I could, to the 
end I might defend snd save my poor buttocks from 
the wolves: whereat every man much marvelled to 
see that I scoured away swifter than the other horses: 
tmt su^ my agility was not to get me any praise 
for speed, but rather a sign of fear. At that time 
I reueml^rcd with mys^ that the valiant horse 
Pegasus did dy rather for fear and fbr that was 
deservedly called winged, that he did leap up in the 
air and sldp up to the very sky, more to avoid the 
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fbmiidtns sciUcet i^i£erae isorsun Cblm6et*c« Kam 
et ilU pastores qiai ooi &g«baat ia epeciem proelii 
Diaiius cbamaveraDt: hie laoceam, ille venabulum, 
alius gerebat spieula, fustem alius, sed et taxa, quae 
salebrosa semita lai^ter submlnisirabat; eraot qul 
sndes praeacutas attollereut, plerique tamen ardeuU> 
bus iaeibus proterrebant feras: nee quiequam praeter 
uniesm tubam deerat quin acies asset proeliaris. Sed 
aequicquam frustra Cinorem iUum satis ioanem per- 
fuseti looge peiores inbaednus laqueos: nam lupb 
fordtan eoufertae iuTeotutis strepitu vel eerte nunia 
luce Hammarum deterrJtl vel eti&m aliorsum gras- 
santes, null! contra nos aditum tulerunt ac ne procul 
17 saltern ullJ cemparuersnt VilXae varo, quam tunc 
forte praeteribamus, colooi, multitudiuera nostram 
laCrones rati^ satis agentes renim snarutD euioieque 
trepidi canes rabidos et imnunes etquibusvis lupis 
et uisis saevlores, quos ad tatelae praesidia curiose 
foeraut alumnati, iubilationibus soUtis et euiuscemodi 
Tocibus nobis inhorbiutur, qui praeter genoinsm 
ferocitatem tumultu suoriim exasperati contra uos 
ruiuit, <t undique laterum eircumfusi passim insiliunt 
te sine ullo dilectu iumenta dmul et homines lace* 
rant diuqne grassati plerosque prosterounb Ceroeree 
non tarn Kercule memoranduin quaco miserandum 
etiam spectaculum, canes copiosos ardeotibns aniwtU 
alios fugiautes arripere, alios stantibus inhaerere, 
quosdacn iacentes inscendere et per omnem nostrum 
commeaturn fflordbus ambnlare. £cce tanto peri- 
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d^gerous of (icry ChimMi’a than for anything 
elia. For the ver; ibepherJa which drove u» before 
them were well armed like warriors for battle: one 
had a spear, another had a hunting lance, some had 
darU; some clubs, some also gathe^ up great stones, 
of which there were many upon that rough road, 
some held up sharpened stakes, and most feared away 
the wolves with light hrebrandi: finally we lacked 
nothing to make up an army but only trumpets 
But when we had passed these dangers not without 
small fear, though it was vain and empty, all was in 
vain, for we fortuned to fall into a snare mueh 
worse i for the wolves eame not upon us, oither 
because of the great noise and muUUude of our 
company, or else because of our (^rebrands, or perad* 
venture they were gone to some other place, tor we 
could see none, even afar of. But the Inhabitants of 
the next village (supposing that we were thieves by 
reason of our grMt multitude) for the defence of 
their own sui>aUnce, and for the fear they were in, 
set great and mighty mastifs upon us, worse than any 
wolves or bears, which they had kept and nourished 
for the safety of their houseij who were both by 
nature very deree and were urged on by their masters, 
holloing aher their wont and driving them with all 
manner of cries i they, compassing us round about, 
leaned on every side, tearing us with their teeth, 
both man and bcut, in such sort that the? 
wounded and pulled many of us to the ground. 
Verily, It was a fWmous but a pltlhil sight to see so 
many doge all mad with fury, some following such as 
Bed, some InvsdJng such as stood still, some leaping 
upon those which lay prostrate, and going through^ 
out the whole of onr company with savage biting. 
Behold, upon this, another worse danger ensued; 
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eulo DJ&laiu maius losequitoi: d« suoimu enimtecCIs 
ac de proxumo coTle rusticani illi saxa supar dos 
raptim devalvant, ut dlscarnera prorsu^ nequira- 
IDU8 qua potiaairaun) caveremna clade, comrDiaaa 
caiium an emiuut lepiduia. Quorum quidem uotis 
caput mulleris, quae coeum doi'soju reaidebat, re- 
pente porcuasitt quo dolort cominota aUtim fieta 
cum cUmom sublato marltum suum pastorem ilium 
j s luppetbtura ciet. At iUe deuru ddem clamiUns et 
cruorem uxoria abstergens altiua quiritabat: “ Quid 
miaeroa bominea et laborlosos viatotes tam crudelibua 
animis lovaditis atque obterltis f Quaa praedaa 
inhiatis? Quae tlamna viodicatis? At non apeluncaa 
ferarum 7el cautes lacolitXa barbarorum, ut humano 
aanguioe profuso gaudeatU.” Via Iiaec dicta, etatatim 
lapiduTD congeatus cessavit imber etinfestorum canum 
revocaU ccnqulevit ^jroceUa. Unus illinc denique de 
suivmo cupressus cacutoine “At nos*’ iaquii ‘^Noa 
ve&troruju spoliurujn cupidine latrocinamur, aed haao 
ipsam cladem do vestris piutclamua mantbus: iani 
denique i)ace tranquilla secuji pcteatis uicedere.” Sic 
tile, sed aos plurifarlam vuliierati reliquam viam 
capeaaimus, alius la{ndia, alius snoraus vubtera refer- 
entea, univerai tamen aaucU. 

Aliqoanto denique viaa permeoao spatio pervenimua 
ad neutijs quoddam procens arboribus coasitujn et 
{iratentibus vireetis amoenum, ubi plocuit ilUa ductori- 
bus nostrisrefectui paululum conquieacere corporague 
sua diverse laninta sedulo recurare. Ergo passim 
pr>^sbrati solo primimt fistigaCos aniznoa recuperate ac 
S74 


THE GOLDEN ASS, BOOK VIII 
thft inbabiten of the town stood upon tliei? roofs 
4 od the hllU herd bj, throwing great stones opon 
our heads, so that we could not tell whether it 
were best for us to avoid the mouths of the 

dogs at hand, or the peril of the stwei afar. AciODgst 
whom there was one tliat hurled a great flint upon 
the head of a woman which sat upon m; back; 
who cried out piteously, desiring her husband, the 
shepherd, to help her. Then he (coning to wipe 
the blood from his wife) began to complain in this 
sort, calling upon God’s name: Alns, masters, what 
mean you to trouble us poor labouring men and 
wayfarers and so cruelly to overcome usP What 
think vou to gain by us ? What mean you to revenge 
yourselves upon us, tliat do you no harmf You dw^l 
not ia caves or dens, you are no people barbarous 
that you should delight In effusion of huinau blood/' 
At these words the tempest of stones did cease, and 
the storm of the dogs was called Itaek and vaoished 
away. Then one (standing on the top of a great 
cypress-tree) spake unto us, saying: ‘‘Think you not, 
masters, that we do this to the lincnt to rifle or take 
away any of your goods, but for the safeguard ot 
ourselves and fami^ from a like slaughter at your 
hands; now in Go((’i name you may depart away." 
So we went forv’ord, some wounded with stones, 
some bitten with dogs, but generally there was none 
which escaped free. 

When we had gone a goo<l part of our way we 
came to a certain wood envlrone<l with great trees, 
and eompasaed about witli pleasant meadows, where 
the shepherds, our guides, appointed to continue a 
certain space for rest, to cure their divers wounds 
and sores. Then they eat down on the ground to 
refreab their weary minds, sind aflerwartls the? 
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d^hine valneribos inedelsj v»jiis ndbibere feAinant: 
hlc cruorem pn«t«rfluenti6 aquAe rore dduere, 
illd spoagfiis inaeidatb iumores compriJiierA, alius 
fascioUs biant«s vincife pli^;as, Ad istcm modum 
salati suae quisqoe consulebat 

Interea quidsm seoex de summo colle prospectat, 
quota eitcum capallae pa^centes O]niionoju esse pro- 
fecta clsmabant. Eum rogavit unus e nostris ha- 
beretne venal lactem vel adhuc liquidum vel m ca- 
seiua recentem iachoatum. At Ule diu capite 
qoasaaati Vos autem ” mquit ” De cibo vel poculo 
vel onudno ulla i^ereotiooe nunc cogitatls ? An nnlli 
scitts qoo loco consederltle ? “ Bt cam dicto conduces 
ovicnlis coovenus loage reeesslt. Quae vox eius et 
Ihga paatovibuB nostris oon mediocrem pavorem 
incussit: ae dum pertemti de loci quallUte soiscitah 
gestiunt nec ist qul doceat, senex alius, magnns ille 
quldent, grtvaCus anuis, totus in baculam pronus et 
laasum ttalkens vesUgioni, ubertim lacrijuans per 
viam proximat, visisque nobis cum fletu tnaximo 
singnlonjin iuvenum genua contingena ale adorabat: 

$0 ‘‘ Per fortunaa veatrosque genioa, ate ad oteae aeoec- 

tutu spatia valid! laeUque veniatis, deeepto sent snb* 
aistite meuoique parvuluio ab inferis erepturo canis 
meis reddite. Nepoa namque tneua et itmeris buiiis 
suaviB comes dum forte passerem iucontantem 
sae^culae coosectaturarripere, delapsns in proxuoiara 
foveam, quae frutidbus I mis subpate t, in eatremoiam 
vitae eonaistit periculo, quippe eum de detu ac voce 
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souffht for medicines to lieel their bodies: some 
WAsoed ewa 7 their blood with the water of the 
runnioff river, some laid upon their bndses sponges 
steeped with vinegar, some stopped their wounds 
with clouts; in this manner every one provided fbr 
his own safety. 

In the mean season we perceived an old man that 
looked from the top of an hill, who seemed to be a 
sliepherd by reesoii of the goats and ilieep that fed 
round about him i tlien one of our eom]>any demanded 
whether he had any milk to sell, whether new drawn 
or freshly made Into cheese. To whom he made 
answer, shaking his head, saying: '‘Do you think 
now of any meat or drink, or any other refeetian 
heref Know none of you in what place you be?" 
And therewithal he took his sheep and drove them 
away as fast as he might possible. This answer and 
his neeing awny ina<le our shopherdi greatly to fear, 
so that they thought of nothing else but to enquire 
what country they were in: howbelt, they eew no 
manner of person of whom thoy might demand. At 
lengt):, es they were tlius in ^oubt, they perceived 
another old man very tall and heavy with yean, with 
a staff In his hand and very weary focUtcj>s, who, 
approaching nigh to our company, began to weep 
greatly and complain, embracing t^e knees of every 
one and saying: 

'• Alas, masters, I pray you by your fates and lucky 
spirits, may you come to the years of old oge strong 
and joyful, as you shall succour me, miserable caltin, 
and restore my little one from Hell to my white hairs 
again. For he, my grandson, the dear companioo of 
my path, by following a sparrow that sang uj>on an 
hedge, Is fallen Into a ditch hereby that lay open at 
the root of the shrubs, and verily 1 think he Is in 
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ipsiut Avum stbl 6Aeplcul« claraiUntis viver« Jlbm 
quidem aeatlAin, sed pec corporis, ut videtb, mei 
defectam valitudiaem opituUri aeqaeam. At^obis 
Betatis et roboria beneficio f&cile cat suppetiari 
muerrimo seni puenunque ilium novissuoum sue* 
cessfoejs meae atque unlearn ^tirpem sospitem mihi 
facere.” 

21 Sie deprecantia suamque caniClem dlstrahentis 
toCoa quidem mlaeruit; aed udus pme ceteris et aoimo 
fortlor et aetate iuveuior et corpore valklior, quique 
aolua practer alJos incolurofs proelium superius eva- 
serat, e:raurgjt alaeer et perconUtus qiiODAmlocipiier 
ille (lecidia<;et, moi^rantem digito non longe fruricea 
Korridoa senem ilium intpigre coinitatur. Ac dum 
pabulo nostro suaque cura refect aarcinulls quiaque 
sumpris suia viam capea^unt, clamore primum iiomU 
natini cientes ilium iuveuem feequenter inolamant; 
roue mcra dnitina eoinmoti mlttunt c suis (ircessi> 
tortiik uiium, (pii requisttum comitrm terDpeativae 
vise eommoitofactum redciceret. At Ule modicum 
coomioratus refert «cse busanti i>«llore trepiclus, 
miraque^ sijl>er coitservo auo reiiuntint: coiispica- 
tumse qnippe siqihiato llli et lam ex tnaxtran parte 
coosumpto immanem <iraeonem mandentem inslstere 
nec allum uaqusm ndaerrimum sesem comparere 
ilium. Qua re cognita et cum pastoris aerravne col' 
lata, qui fuievum pronus hojic illura nec alium lo- 
corura ioquiliiiuin praomiiiabatur, pestilenU deserta 
rogiune veloeiori se fugu proripiunt nosque pellunt 

SS crebria tundeuteN fustibus. Celerrime dcntque longo 
I MSS mim. Soeoe cnonectina pnrtiole b Deeded, asd we 
Dtujr write either a mira or nrfrafue. 
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(Ungtr of death. Ai for me, though J know from 
his own voice, ciTing oft upon hie grendeire, that be 
jet liveth, 1 am not able to help him bj reason of 
mj old aM, but jou, that are bo valiant and luatj, 
may caaiij help toe herein a miserable old man, 
and deliver me mj boy, laat of mj heirs and single 
offering of mj race that is jet leit alive.*' 

^hese words and his tearing oHiis white and aged 
hair made us all to pitj hUn: and the youngest and 
stoutest of heart in our company, and strongest 
of body, who alone escaped unhurt from tlie late 
skirmish of dogs and stones, rose up quickW, de* 
man ding Id what ditch the boy was fallen. •* Marry/' 
said he, ''Yoiuler,'' and pointing with Ms finger, 
brought him to a great thicket of bushes and thorn, 
where they both entered In. In die moan season, 
after that we hnd well refreshed ourselves with our 
grating and they hod cured their wounds, each took 
up his paeks, purposing to depart away. And because 
we would not go away without the young man our 
fellow, tho shepherds whistled and called for him by 
hla name; but when he gave no answer they feared 
because of his long absence and sent one of their 
corapany to seek him out, and to tell him that it was 
uow time to set fortli oo the journey with us. But he 
after a while returned again withaiiaalien-palc face, 
trembling, with strange and aorrowhil news of bla 
fellow, aaybig that he saw Idm lying ui>cfi his back and 
a terrible dragon eating and devouring him: and as for 
the miserable old man, he could see him in noplaea. 
When they heard this (remembering likewise the 
wor^ of tile first old man that had wanted them of 
this and no other habitant of the place) they ran 
away, beating ua before them, to irom this ((esert 
and pestilent country. Then after we bad very 
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itinere eonfecto pagum queodam sccedimod, ibique 
toUm p«rqulefioicaus noctem; ubi coeptum &cifiU8 
Ojipido memorabil« narrare cupio. 

Semis quidon, cui canctara farailiae tutelam domi* 
nus pertaisent euus, guique possessioueta maxunaic 
il]ajQ, ia quam devertenmas, vlUicabat^ babens ex 
eodem ^reuUtio cctiaervam cooiugam, Hbcrae cuiu8> 
daro extrahaeque mulieria fiagrabat cupidine. Quo 
doloi'e paeUcatus uxer eiu$ Inatricta cuixctas mariti 
ra&oneg et qulcqoid horreo reconditum eontinebatur 
admoto combusslt igce. Nec tali damiio tori sui eou- 
tiicaeliaiz) vindicaase conteDta, iara contra aua aaevJens 
riaecra laqueum sibi nertit in^ntuliunque. quem dr 
eodem marito laxadiidum ausceperat, eodem fuiileulo 
nectit seqoe peraltissimuiaputeuiD, appendJeem par- 
rulum trahcns praecipitat Quam mortem dominus 
eorum aegerrime xuatineDa arreptum servulum, qui 
causam tanti sceleria uxori suae piaestiterat, nudum 
ac totum melle perlitum finutteraUigavitarborilicuU 
neae, cuiua in ipso carioso stipite mhabitantiurn fomii- 
canim oidificia borribatit et ultro citro commeabaot 
multiiuga acatiirigiiie. Quae siroul dulcera ac meb 
litutQ corporis uidorem persentiscunt, parvis quidem 
sed numeroais et continuis moi^uncuHs peoitus in« 
haereotes, per longi temporis cruciatum ita, earnibua 
atquelpsis visceribus adeals, homine consumpto mem- 
i>ra buclarunt, ut ossa tantum viduata pulpis nitore 
nlinio candentia Ibiiei^tae eohaererent arbori. 

SS Hae quoque detestabili deserts mansione, paganos 
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quickly pused a great part of our journey we came 
to a certain village, wnere we lay all night. But 
hearken, and I will tell you a great and notable 
miachlef that happened there. 

You shall understand that there waa a servant to 
whom his master had committed the whole gevem- 
ment of hii house, and he waa bailiif of the great lodg' 
ing where we lay: this servant bad married a maiden, 
a fellow>s]ave or the same house, bowbeit he bumeii 
greatly for love of a free woman of another house, 
llierewith waa his wife so highlv displeased and be« 
came so jealous, that she ga the red together all her has* 
band’s subeUnce, with his tallies and Moksof accounts, 
arul burned them with fire. She was not contented 
with this damage, nor tliought that she had so avenged 
the wrong done to iier bed, but she took a cord, and 
now raging against her own bowels, she bound her 
child which she i>ad by iter husband about her middle 
and cast herself headlong into a deep pit, carrying 
her babe with her. The master, tsking in evil part 
the death of these twain, took bis servant which had 
made for his wife the cause cf this murder, and after 
that he had first put off all hli apparel, he anointed 
his body with honey, and then bound him sure to a 
fig'tree, where in a rotten stock a great number of 
pismires or ants had built their aeita,and ran always 
about in great multitudes like sprinkling water. The 
pismires, after they had felt the savour and sweetness 
of the honey, came upon hia body, and by little and 
little but unfailing guawing, in eonUciuance of time 
with long torturing devoured all bis fieeh and his 
vitals, in such sort that there remained on the fatal 
tree nothing of his flesh but only his shining white 
bones. 

This was declared usto us by the inhabitants of 
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ip fiummo luetu reluiqueiit«8» rureum pergimus dieqM 
tou ca]T)p«$tres em«csl vU4 dvit*tem quandam popu- 
losun et noblkm itxa flessi pervenimus. Inibi L&rem 
sedesque perpetuu psatores illi statiiere deceroimt, 
quod et longe a queeaituris finoao latebrao viderentur 
et uuionM copiosae beata celebritas mvitabat. 
Triduo deoique imneutorajD refecUa corporibua, quo 
vendiUliores vuleremor, ad mercatum produdmur 
magiiaque voce praeconie pretia singulis Dontiaatia 
equi atque alii asini opulentis eznptoribus pracati* 
naotur; at nje relictam solum ac subsedvum cum 
^aatidJo plerlque praeteribant. laraque taedio con- 
trectatiosU eorum, qni de dentibus meis aetatem 
oocDputabant, Tnanum cuiusdam faetore sordeitten, 
qui gingivas ideotrdem meas pu&idis scalpebat digitis, 
mordicus arrepUm plenisslme conUrui: quae res 
eueumstantium ab emptione mea utpote ferocissimi 
deterroit aaimos. Tunc piaeco dirtiptis iaueibus et 
»aca voce sauctus iu meas fortunes ridlculos con- 
struebat iocos: "Quern ad dnem caatherirun Utum 
venul frustra subidemos, et vetulum et extritie 
uDguUs debiilcm et dolore defomem et in hcbeti 
pjgritia feioccm nec quicquaio axopjius quam rude- 
rariuiD cribrum? Atque Ideo vel donemus eum 
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the vllUge there, who greatly sorrowed for tbss 
serveoi: then we,«voiding likewise from this dreed* 
fiU lod^g, iceontinently departed swey, oiid for e 
whole o»y travelled through the pUin country, tnd 
then we came very tired to a fair city very ])opulous, 
where our shepherds determined to make their home 
and continue, by reason that it leeniecl a place where 
they might live unknown, far from such as should 
pursue them, and be<uiufe it was a country very 

t lentlful of corn and other victuals. There when we 
ad remained the space of three days, and that I, 
poor asa, and the other horses were fed and kept la 
the stable to the intent we might seem more saleable, 
we were brought out at len^h to the market, and 
by and by a ciler sounded with hli horn to ootJly 
that we were to be sold. All my eompanion horses 
tnd the other asses were bought up by gentlemen, 
but as for me 1 stood still forsake) i, for that most 
men passed me by with deipight. And when many 
buyers eame by and handled me and looked at my 
teeth in my mouth to know my a^, I was so weary 
with opening my jaws that at length (unable to 
endure any longer) when one came with a stinking 

C air of hands and grated my gxuns often with his 
Ithy fingers, 1 seised them and well uigh bit them 
clean off, which thing caused the standers-by to for¬ 
sake buying me, as being a Aerce and cruel beast. 
The crier when he had gotten a hoarse voice and 
was well nigh buret with crying, aud saw that uo 
mao would buy cne, began very icurrilouily to noek 
my evil fortune, saying: ''To what end stand we 
here to offer for sale &ls vile ass, this old feeble 
beast, this slow jade with worn booO, made hideous 
by hJa labours, idle save when he Js vicious, and good 
for nothing bat to make sieves of Ills skin } Why do 
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qui t4meo f4«uuin buujs perdere noit 

grevatur/’ 

Ad istum modum prMCO iJle cachinoos circum. 
stantibus commovebat, Sed Ula fortuoa men 
saevissima, quaro per tot regionea iacn fi^eus 
efiugere vt\ praocedeutabus cnalis placare oon potui, 
ruisum in me caecos detorsit ocolos et emptorem 
apiissunucQ duria meis caaibus mire repertum obieeit. 
Scitote qualem: draedum et senem cinaedam, 
calvum quidem sed cmcmnia aeralcams et pendulis 
eapillatujD, unum de triviali populariucn £aece^ qui 
per plateaa et opptda cymbalU et crotalls peraonantes 
deamque Syriam ciToamferentea oendicMre com* 
peiluub la Dlnio praestinandi atudio praeconem 
rogat eulatis esaem: at ille Cappadocum me et satis 
forticnlum denuntoat. Rursum requirit annos aeUtis 
mcae: aed praeco lascivieoa: “ Mathematicus quidecn 
qui Stellas eius dispoauit, qulntum el nomeravit 
annum; aed ipse scilicet melius iatud de $ui$ novit 
professionibuss Qu&nquam enira pnidens crimen 
Conxeliae legis incurram, si civem Rouxanuoi pro 
servo tibi vendidero, qnin emis bonum et frugi 
mancipium, quod te et foris et domi potent luvare ? ” 
Sed exinde odioaus emptor allud de alio non desinit 
quaerere, deuique de raansuetudine etiaxo mea 
25 percootatui aoxie. At praeco " Vervccem,"' inqult 
“Nod aanum vides ad usus omnes qaietum; non 
mordacem, nec caldti’onem quidem sed proreue ut in 
asini eorio modestom bominem inhabitare credas. 
Quae res cognitu non ardua: nam a fsciem tuam 
dge 
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we not give him to somebody, if there be &ny that it 
shall irk not to find kim his Lay t" 

In this manner the erier made all the staoders^by 
to laugh exceedingly; but ray evil fortune, wliiob 
was ever so cruel against me, whom I, by tnvel of 
so many countries, could in no wise escape nor 
appease the envy thereof by all the woes i had under¬ 
gone, did more and more oast its blind and evil eyes 
upon me, with mvention of new means to alHict my 
poor body, in giving me another master veiy ht for 
my hard fate. Listen wbat men he was. 'lliere was 
an old naughty man, somewhat bald, with long and 

£ ey hair, one of the number of those of tlie lewdest 
egs of the people which go from door to door 
throughout all the villages, bearing the Image of 
the Syrian goddess, and playing with pytnb&ls and 
bones, to get the alms of good and chart table folks. 
This old man came hastily towards the crier, lutd 
demanded where 1 was bred. '‘Marry,'* quoth l)e, 
" In Cappadocia i and lie is very strong." Then lie 
enquired what age I was of, and the erier, JesUng, 
answered t " A loatbematacian, which disposed to me 
his planets, saidthathe was five yearn old; yet this doth 
he know best himself from his own register public. 
For I would not willingly Incur the punalt}* of the 
law Cornelia in selling a free dtlsen for a servile 
slave, yet If you shall buy him you shall have a good 
and useful chattel both at home mid about the 
country." But this cursed buyer did never stint to 
question of my qualities, and at length he demanded 
whether 1 were gentle or no: " Gentle!" quoth the 
crier, ** As gentle os a lamb, tractable to alf use: he 
will never bite, he will never kick, but you wonid 
rather think that under the shape of the ass there 
were some well-adviseil man, wliioh verily you may 
S B $85 
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eiuB feminibus iinmUeris, facile perleUUbetij 
quam graodein tibi demon$trat patientiaiv," 

Sic praeco IjrchoneiD tractabat dJcacule; $ed Ule 
eogiiito caTillabj, eimilis iodignapti inquH 

Cadaver surdum et mutum delirumque praeconeco, 
omnipoteas et oconipareas dea STvia et sanctus 
Sabadiua et Bellena et Mater Idaea, et cum suo 
Adooe VeauG domina caecom reddant, qoi scumliboa 
iamdudum contra me Telttaria iocis. An me putaa, 
inepte, iujnento fero posse deam commicterej ot 
toibatom repente dlvinum deiciat siunulacram; ego* 
que miser cogar crinibua aolutia dfacurrere et deae 
meae bumi iaceiiti allqueca aedicum quaerere?” 
Aceepto tali aennone cogltabam subito velut Ijm- 
phaticus easilire^utme feroeitate cemens exasperatum 
cmptionem desfneret. Sed praevenit cogitatum meum 
emptor aozius pretio depenso statim, quod quidem 
gaudeas domiuut sdUcet toedio mel facile suscepit, 
septerodecim denarium, et illico me tumicla spartea 
deligbCuco tradidit PhUebo: hoc enlm nomine ceos^ 
Sd batur iam coeua dominua. At i lie susceptom noviciam 
fiunulum bahebat ad domum statimque lUJoc de 
primo limine proclamat: ** Puellae^ servumvobls pul* 
cbellum en ecce raercHta perduzi.” Sed Qlae pueUae 
choi'us erui ciuaedorum, quae statim esultanCea in 
gaudium, fructa et rauea et edeminata voce clamores 
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ea^lJjcoaject: for if 70 a would thrust your uoso is 
his U 1 l you stull porceive how pationt he U." 

That the crier wittily iswcked the old rascal; but 
he, perceiviog hJs taunts and jests, waxed very engry, 
saying: "Away, doting crier, tbou deaf and dumb 
carrion, 1 01*07 omoipoteut and ocnr>jparent Syrian 
goddess, Saint Sabadiui, fiellona with the I^ean 
mother, and Venus with her Adonis to strike out 
both thine eyes that with taunting mocks hast 
lOofTed me in this sort. Dost thon think that I will 
pat a goddess upon the back of any fierce beast, 
whereby her divine image should be thrown down 
on the ground, and so 1 , poor wretch, should be 
compelled (tearing my hair) to look for some physician 
to help her as she lies fallen? ” When I heard him 
spesJctbls, I thought with myself suddenly to leap 
up like a mad asa, to the Intent he should not buy 
me, thinking me very fierce; but f noon tine utly, like 
SB eager buyer, he prevented my thought, and would 
lay down my price for me, even seventeen pence: 
then my roaster was glad, being weary of me, and 
receiving the money, delivered me by mine halter of 
straw Co my new master, vrho vras called Philebus. 
He carried his new servant heme, and when he came 
to the door of die house, he called out his troop, 
saying: " Behold, my daughters,^ what a gentle 
servant 1 have bought for you." Yet were these 
daughters a band of lewd and naughty follows, and 
at &rat they were marvellous glad, prattling and 
shouting for joy with their broken and harsh voices, 
like a troop of women, In discordant sounds, and 

1 The famiafoe Is irouEoaffy used for (he effemiaate orew of 
priests. So la the Attis poem of Catallae (uxrn) tbs hero, 
after hU emsKalatlea. speaks of hhoHlf la (be (emiafoa 
geader. 
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ab$ozu»ijitolJant,rati scflicet vere quernpiamhominem 
s^rrolum ministerio fiuo paratuDi. Sed postquam Doa 
ccTvam pro virgine eed asiQUm pro Uomiae sued- 
dancum viderc« nare detorta magistrorD auum varie 
cavlllantur: non eoim servum sed maritum itliun 
aciUoot $ibi parduxiase: et “ Heus " aiunt Cave 
na solus exedaa tam belluiD scilicet pullulum, sed 
nobb qooquc tub palumbulb nonQunquam im- 
perUas/’ 

Haec et huluaroodl znotno blaterantes praesepio 
me proxljDum dehgant. Emt quidam iuvenis satis 
corpQlerttus^ cboraula doctisslmvs, collatida stipe de 
men&a paratus, qui foris quldem droumgestantibus 
deam cornu caneos adambulabat, dorai vero promiscul 
operis partiarlns agebat concubiaos. Hie me simul 
domi coitspexit libenter, appositis largiter dbaiiJs, 
goudensalloquitur: '^enbti tandem miserriini laburb 
vicarius: $ed din vivas at douiinis placeas et raeb 
defectis iam lateribus consnlas.” Haec audlene iam 
StJ meas futuras novas cogitabam aeruronas. Die sequeuti 
variis coloribut indusiati et deformiter quisque for* 
mati, fade caeaoso ]>iginento delita et oculis obunctb 
graphlce prodeunt, mitelbs et crocotb et earbasinis 
et bomb^ciob iniecti, quidaiu tunicas albas lo modum 
S66 
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thought verily tbAt he h«d brought home a (H and 
conveaioDt eervant for their purpose. But when 
they perceived that it was not even «n hind * instead 
of a meldcD, but rather n makeshift ass for e otaii, 
they begtkn to reprove him with great scorn, saying 
that he had not brouglit a servant for them, but 
rather a stalling ess for himself. '‘Howbeit/' <iuoth 
they, "Keep this pretty beast not wholly for your 
own delight, but let us, your darling doves, likewise 
have him at coomiandirient.'* 

Therewithal babbling in this wise, they led me 
Into the stable, and tied me to the ntuuger; and 
there was a certain stout young man with a mighty 
body, well skilled in playing on flutes, whom they 
had bought In a mar*ket with the money they had 
collected; and he walked before their proeesslon, 
plaving the horn when tliuy carried round their 
goodesa, und at home he ahared In all tbelr labouie 
and they made great use of him. Nuw he, as soon ai 
he espied me, entertained me veiy well, for he filled 
my rack and manger witl; meat, end spake merrily, 
say big: “ 0 master asa, you are welcome; now you 
shall take my office in hand: you are come to supply 
my room, and to ease me of ray miserable labour; 1 
pray Ood thou rdayesi long live and please my master 
well, to the eikd tlicu mayest continually deUver my 
weory sides from so greet pain and labour.** When 
1 heM^ his words, I did prognosticate my new misery 
to come. The day following I saw them apparelled 
in divers colours, end hideously tricked out, having 
their faces ruddled with paint, and their eyes tricked 
out with grease, mitres on their heads, vestments 
coloured liice salTron, surplices of silk aud linen; and 
some ware white tunics painted with purple stripes 
* The usual referanoe to the story of Iphlgeois. 
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I&ccioiwuju quo^uoversum flueot« purpura dapictas 
einguJo 8ubhgati,ped«$luteisiQdut{ calcais j deaioque 
$artco oQRtectam amiculo mihi gereodam imponunt 
braehlisqva suia huoaero ttous renudatis, attollaDt^s 
{Dunanesgladiosac 9ecur«$, evastc$ exalliustincitacte 
tibiae caotu iymphaticum tripudiuoi. Kec pauds 
pereiTatia casulis ad quandam viUam poasessorU beati 
perveniunt et ab iDgreasu primo statim abs^nla 
ululatibua conatrepentea faaatice pervolant, diuque 
oapite demisso cervices lubrleis tiatorquentea wotibua 
crinesque peiidulos In drculura roUntcs> et nonnun* 
quam morsibus euoa mcuisaotea musculos, ad postre* 
mujn aneipiti ferro quod gerebaot sue quisque 
brachla disslcant. Inter baec unoa ex ilUs 

bacchatur eRuaius ac de imis praecordiU an* 
hehtua crebros refcrens, velut namlnia divlno apiritu 
repletua, simuiabat eaudam vecordiaw, prorsus quasi 
deuro praesentia soleant hominea non aui fieri me* 
SS liores sed debilea effici vel aegroti. Specta denique 
quale cselesti povidentia meritum reportaverit. 
Infit vaUcinatiODe cUoosa conficto nendacio souet 
ipaum incesaero utque cruolnari, quasi contra iks 
saoctae religionis dissignasaet aliquid et ineuper 
iustaa poenas noai faciootis ipso de so suis m&nibus 
ex^>osooTO, Arropto doniquo ficgro, quod semivirls 
iflis ]>ropriutt gostamen est, contortie taeniis lanosi 
vclleris proliae dmbriatum et multiiugis talie 
oviuiu tObSerutuin, iodidem sese multiaodis commulcat 
S90 



THE GOLPBN ASS, BOOK VIU 

that pointed ever^ like spears, ^rt with \y«\U, 
and 00 their feet were yellow shoes i and they attired 
the goddess in sUken robe, ptjt her opoo my 
back. lliCQ they went forUi with tlieir arm:^ naked 
to their shoulders, bearing wi^them great swords end 
mighty axes, slmuUng om ilaitcing like mail persons 
to the sound of the pipe. After that we had passed 
many small villages, we fortuned to come to a certain 
rich man's house, whereat our first entry they began 
to howl all out of tune and hurl themselves hither 
and thither, os though they were mod. Titey made 
a thousand gests with their feet and their heads; 
they would bend down their necks and S|^q round so 
that their hair flew out in a circle ; tliey would bite 
their own flesh; finally, every one took his twy. 
edged weapon awti wounded his arms in divers placee 
Meanwhile there was one more mad than the rest, 
that fetched many deep sighs from the bottom of his 
heart, as though he had been ravished in spirit, or 
replenished with divine power, and be feigned a 
swoon and frensy, os if (forsooth) the presence of the 
gods were not wont to make men better than before, 
but weak end sickly. Mark then bow by divine 
providence he found a just and worthy recompense: 
after that be had somewhat returned to him^f, he 
invented and forged a great lie, noisily prophesying 
and accusing and charging himself, saying that he 
hod displeased thedivme majesty of the j^dess by 
doing of something which was not convenable to the 
order of their holy religion, wherefore he prayed 
that vengeance might be done of himself. And 
therewithal he too& a wbip, such as is naturally 
borne by these womanish men, with many twisted 
knoU and tassels of wool, and strung with sheep's 
knuckle-boues, and with the knotted thongs scourged 
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icdljus, mire plag^rum dotores pr6e«im)pUonc 
munitU 5 . Cerneres prosectu ^ladiorum ictaqu« flu- 
groruGD $oliun £pureitU un^ini s effeminati madwcre. 
Quae K8 ijieutiebat mihl nan parvam sollicitudiD«m 
videnti tot vulneribus Urgiter profusum cruor«m, na 
quo casu doae peregiinae stomaobus, ut quorundau 
lunmnum lactam, aic ilia sangulnem concapiaceret 
aauiinum. Sed ubi tandem iatigati, vel carte suo 
laoiatu satiatl, pausam camificinae dedere, stipea 
aereaa, immo vero et argenteas multls certatun 
oFerentiboa, sinu recepere patulo necooD et vlai 
ciidutn etiactem et caaeos et fkrris et aliginis aljquid, 
et nonnuUis hordeum deae gerulo donantlbus. Avidis 
aniniis corradentes oau^laeC In aacculoahulcquaestui 
de indiistria praeporatos fardentes dorso cieo con- 
gerunt, ut dupiici scilicet sarcinae pondere gravatua, 
et horreum simul et templum incederem. 

Ad istum modam palantes omnem illaca depraeda* 
bajitur regionem. Sed in quodam eastello copia 
laetati largioris quoeaticuli gaudiales instruuat dapes: 
a quodam oolono detae vatlcinationis meudacio 
pioguiaamam deposcunt ar^etetn, qui deam Sjfiam 
esurieutem tuo satisxet aaerirmio, probegue diaposita 
eenula balneoa obeuntac dehinc lauti quendamforUs- 
. aimum rosticaniim, lodustria laterum atque imis 
ventris bene praeparatum, comitem cenae seciJin 
addiicuQt pauefsque admoduiu praeguatatia olueculia, 
ante ipsam menaaju spurcisaima ilia propudia ad 
illicitae libidinis extrema flagitia Iniandia uriginibaa 
efferantur, passimqueoircuiofuai nadntum si pi rtatum- 
que iuvencm execraudia oribua dagitabont. Nee d iu 
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his own body very strong to be&r the pain of the 
blows, so that you might see the ground to be wet 
and deiiled wit^ the womanish blood that issued out 
abundantly with the cutting of the swords and the 
blows of the soourge: which thing caused me greatly 
to fear to see such wounds and effusion of blood, lest 
the same foreign goddess should likewise desire the 
blood of sn ass for her stomach, as some men long for 
ass's milk. After they at last were weary, or at 
least satUiled with rending themselves, they ceased 
from this bloody business: and, behold, they received 
from the inhabitants, who offered eagerly, into their 
open bosoms copper coins, nay ^ver too, vessels of 
wine, milh, cheese, Hour and wheat; and amongst 
them there were some that brought barley to the ass 
that carried the goddess: but the greedy whoresons 
thrust all into their sacks which they brought for tbe 
purpose, and put them upon my back, to the end 1 
might serve for two purposes, that is to say: for tbe 
barn by reason of my com, and for the temple by 
reason of tbe goddess that 1 bare. 

In this sort they went from place to place robbing 
all tbe country over; at length they came to a certain 
town, purposing to make good cheer there, being 
glad at a great gain they had gotten, where, under 
colour of divination, they brought to pass that they 
obtained a fat ram of a poor husbandman for tbe 

e dess’ supper, and to make ss.crifice withal. After 
: the banquet was richly prepared, they washed 
their bodies, and brought in a lusty young man of 
the village to sup wiui them; and when he bad 
scarce tasted a few herbs before the sapper they 
began to discover their beastly euatoms and ioordi* 
nate desires. For they compassed him ronnd about 
as he sat, to abuse him, but when mine eyes would 
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Ul« fficiniu meifi o«ulU toUmotibiu “ Potto Quiritee " 
proclAmAre gestivi, sed vidii 4 tujn c^t^Tis s^Ilfibie ac 
litteris proc«s$ii “ O” Untun^ sane claram ac v&lidiun 
et a&ino proprium sed ioopportuno plane tempore: 
Damque de pago proxumo complures luvenea ebactum 
filbi nocto perqulren(es asellum, nimloque studio 
cuncta deTorsoria sorutantes, mtus aedium andito 
Tuditu reeo, preedam abscocditam latiballs aedium 
ratij coram Tem invaauri suaizi improrisi cosferto 
grada se penetrant, palamque illos exeerandaa 
foeditates obeuntea deprehendant: iaoi iamque 
Tidnos undique percientes turpissimam acaenam 
patefaciont, iosuper Tidicule aacerdotum purisaunam 
laudantes castimoniam. 

30 Kae ixkfamia eoDstemati, quae per ora popuU facile 
dilapsa merito tnvisos ac deteatabilea eos cimctU 
effecerat, noctem ferae circa mediam collectis omni¬ 
bus furtim caatello faoeasuot, bonaqae itineria parte 
ante lubaris exortum tmisaeU, lam die claTO aolitu- 
dinea arias nacti, multa secum priua coUocutl accin* 
gunt ae meo funeri; deaque vehicnlo raeo aubl&ta et 
bnxni reposita ctincUs atmmeods me renudatum ac de 
quadam quercu destmatum fiagro iJIo pecninis oaribos 
catenate verbemntes paene ad extremam ooDfecerant 
mortem. Fuit unus qai popUtes meos enervare eecure 
aua eommjuaretur, quod de pudore illo candido smli- 
cet sue tarn defomiter triumphasdem: sed ceteri non 
meae sulutis sed slmuLtcri lacentis contemplatione in 
vita me retinendum censuere. Bursum itaque me 
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not ]oii|; be&r to be))old this horrible I could not 
but sittcuipt to utter ny mind end s&y, " O laasten," 
but I could pronounce no more but the first letter "O," 
which I roared out very clearly end valiantly and like 
an &SS; but at a time inopportune, for some young 
rnen of the town, seeking for a stray aas that they 
had lost the sane uight, and sc&txhing diligently afl 
the ions, heard my voice within the h^tse: whereby 
they judged that 1 had been tbeirs, but concealed in 
a hidden place, and resolving to manage their own 
business, they entered altogether unawares, and found 
these persons committiug their vile abomination. 
This w^en they saw they called all the neighbour- 
lag inhabitants and declared to them their uonatuial 
villainy, mocking and laughing at tl^ the pure and 
clean chastity orthese priests. Then they, ashamed 
at Che rq>ort which was dispersed throughout all the 
region there of their beastly wickedness, so that they 
were justly hated and despised of all, about midnighc 
brouglit together all tltelr tnunpery and departed 
away from ue town. When we passed a good 
part of our journey before the rising oi the sun, and 
were now come into a wide desert in the broad day, 
they conspired much together to slay me. For afttf 
tliey bad taken the goddess from my back and set 
her gingerly upon the ground, they likewise took otf 
all my harness and bound me surely to an oak, and 
then Seat me with iliat whip which was knotted with 
sheep^s bones, in such sort that they had well aigb 
killed me. Amongst tliom there was one that 
threatened to cut my hamstrings with his hatchet, 
because by my noise 2 1^ sc famously hurt bis pure 
chastity; but the others, regarding more the im^e 
that lay upon the ground than my safety, thought 
best to spare my life; and so they laded me again, 
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refcrtum sareiDit pUcis gladiis miu&ntea pervenlunt 
ad quaodam nobllem dvItaUm. loibi vir priadpalu 
at alUs religloaua et eaJmie cJeam reverans, tinnitii 
<7mbaloram et soon tympanorum cantusque Pbryg;:! 
nulcentibuB modulU ncitus, procumt obviant, deam- 
que votive suscipieiis hospitio dos omoes iatra con> 
aaeptum domus aiDplissioiae conatltuit, numenque 
Buiunia veneratione atque hoetiis opimis placare con- 
teodit. 

81 Hie ego me poUtsininra capitii periclitatuxn me- 
mini. K&m quidani coloiiiis partem venationis, ini- 
manis ccrvl pinguisBtoiuiii femus, dmniiio flU sue 
rauneri miseret, qiiod iaeurioce pone cuUiiae fores 
non altiuMule auajiensiiro eanu adaeque venaticUH 
lateoter invuerat, laetusque praeda proj)ere custo* 
dteotes oculos eraaerat. Quo dnujiio cognito suaque 
rejtrehensa aeglegentia cociu din lanicntatus lacrunis 
iaelBcadbus, iam iainque domino cuiam fUgiUntc 
macrens et titcunque metueos altius, dbo suo pur* 
vulo consalatato arreptoque funieulo, moi*tem sibi 
nexu laquei compambat N’ec Uuicn latult fid&m 
uxorem ciua omus extremus maritb sed fimestiim no¬ 
il um violentcr iuvadenu roanibus araliabus <'Adeone ” 
ioquit '* Praesenti raalo perterritus mente cxeidisti 
tiM) nec fortuitum iatud remedium^ quod deum pro- 
videntfB Kiibuiinivtnt, intueris? Nara ni quid jq 
ultimo fbrtun&u turbine lesipiws, expergite mi aus- 
culta et ad venom iAtiira aainum I’Omoto quodam loco 
Ucducluu) ixigulo, fent usque elua ad ebnilitudinem 
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driving me before them with their naked sworde 
till the; came to a noble ratj. There the principal 
patron, who waa in ever; way a man very religioua, 
and espedally bearing hlgS reverence unto tbe 

f foddeaa, came in great devotion to meet oa when 
le heard our tinkling cymbals a:id tapping drums 
and the soft strain of the Phrygian music, and re> 
ceived her and all our company as a pious host Into 
his great house, and he hastened with much sacridce 
and veneration to appease her godhead. 

But there, I remember, I thought myself in most 
danger of all my life; for there was one tliat brought 
venison to the roaster of the house, a ^de of a fat 
buck, fora present; which being hanged carelessly 
behind the kitchen door, not far froin the ground, 
was clean eaten up by a Ituntlng greyhound that 
came in, who, joyful to liave gotten his prey, escaped 
the eyes of them that watch^. The cook, when he 
saw the venison devoured, reproving Ills own negli* 
gence, lamented and wept to no purpose, and because 
supper-time approached nigb,vrbenltis coaster should 
now cull for the meat, be sorrowed and feared greatly; 
and bidding fu’ewell to his little child, he took a 
halter to hang himself; but his good wife, perceiving 
whereabout he went, ran incontinently to him, and 
taking tbe deadly halter in both her hands stopped 
him ^ his purpose, saying: ** O husband, are you 
out of your wits with this pi’esent trouble f What 
intend you to do ? See you not a chance remedy 
before yoar eyes ministered unto you by divine 
providence ? 1 pray you, husband, if you nave any 
sense left in this storm of foitune, listen attentively 
to my counsel t carry this strange ass out into some 
secret place and kill him ; which done, cut off one of 
his sides, and sauce It well like the side of the buck, 
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perditi detrActum et sccuiatius in protrimeotu sapi* 
dusirae percoctum appon« doraino cerrini vic«iD.*' 
NcqolaauDo Terberoni 8ua placuit salus da oiea mortc, 
et multum conaervae laudata sagacJUte destmatae 
iam Itnianae cultroe acuebat. 
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a&d 9et it before jour loaster in place thereof” Thea 
tbe oaughtj rascal, the cook, was well pleased to slay 
me, to save IdmseJf, aad praised (greatly the slirewd 
coansel of his wife ; and to bring bis purpose to pass, 
he went to tbe whetstone to sharp his tools accord¬ 
ingly for the butchery he bad promised. 
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1 Sic ilTe neqcissimus camifcx contra ms manus impifts 
ot«nB«bat, at cg^, praecipitonte oon^llium pcriculi 
tanti praesenba noc einectata diatisa cogltatioue, 
laoionam imminentem fdga vitare atatui; protious^ 
qoe vincnlo, quo fuoma doUgatus, abrupto, ctirsu 
me p7ori;^o totia pedibua, ad tuteiam salutU crabrls 
calcibQs velitatus; illicoque me, rapUm trauscursa 
proxina porticu, triclinlo, m quo dominne aediiim 
sacridcalea epa^as cum sacerdotibna deae ceoitabat, 
Incunctaoter nnmitto nec pauca rerom apparatus 
^barJi, metiaas etUm^ impetu mao colUdo atque 
diaturbo. Qua rerum defbrrai strage paterfamilias 
oommotus, ut importunuin atque lascivum me cui* 
daiD famulo curioae Craditura certo ajtquo loco clau¬ 
sum iubet cobiberi, ne rursum convivium placid um 
simUi petulaiitia disaipurera. Hoc aaUitulo commeii to 
scitule munituB et mediis latui manibus ereptus cus- 
todela salutaris mibi gaudebsm carccris 

SeU nimirum nihil Fortusa reouente licet horaini 
nato dextetom proveniie, nec consiUo prudenti vel 
remedio aaead ^vinae providentiae falaUs dispoaitio 
aubverti vu refovmari potest. Mibi denique id ip- 
sum commentum, quod momentariam salutem rep- 
perisse videbalur, periculum graude, immo praesens 

s Id tbs beat brs<S stter tie word MiAKi a word whieb looks 
like gm baa be«Q erased. Tt bu been su^^ted E«(m 
tbat^iaja, “cbe«fol," sbculd b« sopplled. 
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In this manner the traitorous cook prepared himself 
to me: and when he wu ready with hts knives 
to do his feat, 1 devised with myself how I might 
escape ^e present peril, and 1 did not long deUy, 
for incontinently 1 brake the baiter wherewith 1 was 
tied, I dashed forth at full speed, and flinging my 
heels hither and thither, at length to save myself I 
ran hastily throogh a passage that was near, burst 
into a parlour where the master of the house was 
feasting after the sacrifice with the priests, and 
disquieted all the company, throwing down their 
meats and drinks and even the table itself. The 
master of the house, dismayed at my great disorder, 
strictly commanded one of his servants to take me 
up as a savage and wanton a&s, and lock me in some 
strong place to the end I might disturb them so 
more i but 1 regarded my imprisonment as my 
safety, considering that by niy clever colouring and 
deceit I was happily delivered from the hands of 
the traitorous co^. 

Howbeit, if fortune be opp>oslte, nothing may 
prosper a man, nor may the fatal dispMSitioo of the 
divine providence be avoided or changed by wise 
counsel, nor by any wholesome remedy: lor that very 
deceit, which seemed to have founil for me safety 
for the moment, bronght upon me a grievous danger, 
nay well nigh utter destruction: for by aud by, as 
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t«xlUum eocflAvit abud. Nam quidam aublto puar 
mobill ec traplda ^ie pardtua, at ^miliaies intar 
suaurrabant, irruinpit thcliniom euoque MiDuntiat 
domioo de proximo aogiportu canem raLidam paulo 
anta par paabcam unpetumiro sese Jirexisseardeoti* 
qne proRue furore vanaticoa caoea iovadua, ac 
dahine proxurnam petiaae stabulum atque ibi plera> 
qua iumanta Jocuiriase pari saavitia, nec poatramuro 
salteca ipaia homiiubua pepardssar nam Mjrtilum 
roulionem at Haphaastiooem cocum et Hypatarium 
cubiciUarium et ApoUeojum icadicum, immo vara 
at plurea alios ax famiUa abigara tamptantes vahis 
morsibus quemque lacerasae, carta vanenatia mcr- 
dbu6 contacta oonnulla iuneata efarari simili rabia. 
Quae raa oonuum etatim percusait aoimoSj ratique ma 
ebam eadam paste lofactum farocira,arraptUcuiuaca' 
modi talU mutuoque ut exibum commune protalarant 
cohortati; ipsi potius aodam resaiiiaa morbo labor- 
autea persequuntur. Nee dubio me lancais illie rtl 
veiiabulia, immo varc at bipennlbos, quaa facile 
famuli subounistraverant, mambratica compilassant, 
ni respecto subiti perieuU turbine cubicdum, in quo 
mei domini devertabant, protinus urupiasazu. Tune 
clausis obatratisque super me foribus obsidebant 
locum, quoad sine uUo congressionis suae periculo 
pestilantiaa letalU parvieaci rabie posaesaus ac pare- 
susabaumerer: quo facto tandem Hbertatam nanctus, 
aolltaiiaa fortunae munus amplaxus, super conatratum 
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th «7 were fumilUrlj whjsperiQ^ toj?ether,« Jud came 
running into the parlour, all trembting and fearful in 
bis eoimteuance, and declared to the master of the 
house that a mad dog had run tn from the next lane 
and had rushed furiously into the back gate; which 
bad done raucb hann, for ha had bitten many grey¬ 
hounds and thence bad entered the stable anci had 
with Ukeuragerj attacked most of the beasts; nor 
finallT had be spared men, for there was one MyrtUus 
a muleteer, Hepbaestion a cook, Hypatarius a chan* 
berlalQ, and Apollonius a physician, nay many more, 
who (thinking to ebaae away the mad dog) were 
cruelly bitten by him; and, indeed, many horses and 
other beasts had been infected with the venom of 
bis poisonous teeth and become mad likewise. This 
thing caused them all at the table greatly to fear, 
•nH thinking that I had been made mad by being 
bitten and was mad In like sort, they snatched up all 
maoner of weapons and came out exhorting one 
another so to keep off the common destruction of 
all, themselves rather & prey to the same disease of 
madness. Verily, with their spears, clubs, and pitch¬ 
forks, which their servants easily found for them, 
they tom me limb from limb, had I not by and 
by observed the storm of sudden danger and crept 
into a ebamber, where my masters intended to lodge 
that night. Then they closed and locked fsst tbe 
doors about me, and kept the chamber round, till 
such tine as they thought that they would not 
have to meet me In Mttle and the pestilent 
rage of madjuess should have killed me. Now 
when I was thus shut in the chamber, I had at 
last gained my liberty, and taking tbe gift that 
fortune bad sent me, to be ahme, 1 laid me 
down upon the bed to sleep, considering it was 
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loctcuu ftbiectus post multum equidem temporis soto* 
nuiu bumunjin quieri, 

) laoique d&rft die, rnolUtie cublculi refota lassi- 
tudine, vegetas exsurgo at quo illos, qul aeae tutelae 
pervi^e^ excdbi&s sgitaverant, ausculto Je oxeU 
altercare fortunis: ‘^Adhuceine misetum istum mi- 
num lugi furore lactari credimus? luimo vero Utn 
vins incresceule eaevicia prorsus extinetuci/' Sic 
opinionis varioe teriDioum ad eaploraUoaem eon* 
ferunt ac de riroa quadam pro$pieiunt sanoin 
atque sobrinin otiose cousistere : iam(|ue uUro fori* 
bus patefactts plenius an iam am mansuefactus peri* 
clitantor. Sed uous tx his, de caelo scilicet missus 
mibi sospiiator, argumenium explorandae saaj- 
tatis seae tale eommonatrat eeteris, ut aquae re> 
centis coinjdetam pelvem offerrent potui meo, ac 
si iDtre{ndiu et more solito sumeos aquis allibe* 
Keren, eanum me atque omoi morlM sdrent expedi. 
tom : eontra veto si riauiD coeUctunque laticbrita- 
rem ac perhorreseerem, pro compcrto noziam rabieiu 
4 pertioaciter durare: hoc libris etiam pnsUiiis 

proditutD cbaerrarl sol ere. Istc placito vae immane 
cenfestini aqaae pellnddae de prozumo petitae fbnte 
cunctantes adhuc oiferunt mthi: at ego sine ulla 
mora progteasus etiam obvio gradu satis sitienter pro* 
DUS et totum caput infcrens saluCares vere equidem 
illas aquas hauriebam. lamqoe etplausus manuum et 
aurium dezos ctduetum capisCTi et quldvb peri* 
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tiin« past since I lay aod took my rest as a 
mao doth. 

When momiog was come, and that I was well 
reposed by the eoAsess of the bed, I rose up lustily. 
In tbe mean season I heard them which watch^ 
about tbe chamber aU night reason with tbernselves 
in this sort: “ Verily/’ quoth one, " I think the ass 
be still rsTing.” think not," quoth another, 

" For Che outrageous poison of madness bath killed 
him." But being Uius in divers opinions, they 
determined to put them to the test and looked 
through a crevice, and espied me standing still, sober 
and quiet, in the middle of the chamber; and then 
they opened tbe doors and came towards me to prove 
whether I were gentle or no- Amongst whom there 
Was one, which in my opinion was sent from heaven 
to save my life, that put foruard a proof to see 
whether I were sane: and he willed the others to 
set a basin of fair water before me, and tltereby they 
should know ivheCher I were mad or no, for if I did 
drink without fear, aa 1 accustomed to do, it was a 
»gn that I was whole and free of all disease, where 
contrary if I did hy and abhor the sight and taste of 
the water, it was an evident proof of my continued 
madness; which thing he said that he liad ivad in 
ancient and credible books. Whereupon they agreed 
thereto and took a basin of clear water from a spring 
hard by and presented it before me, besitAting and 
delaying still; but I, as soon as I perceived the 
wholesome water of my salvation, ran incontinently 
and, thrusting my head into the bauo, drank that 
water, that was truly u'ater of salvataon to me, as 
though I had been greatly athirst. Then did 1 
suffer them to stroke me with their bands, ajid to 
bow my ears, and to take me by the halter and aiigbt 
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cliUntiam placid« pAtiebar, quoad coDtn veaanam 
eornm prAeaumptlooem modcdtiam meAS Uquido 
cuoctis approbarem. Ad iataic modum vitato duplicl 
perfculo, die aequenti nmum diviais exuviia oDustua 
cum croulls et cyisbalie eircoraforatieuin mendica- 
bulain producer ad viaio. Nec pauda oasulia atque 
castellis obemtis devertiraus ad quempiam pagum 
urbis opulentae quondam, uC memoralMnt incolae^ 
inter semiruta vestigia oonditoiD, et ho&pitto prozumi 
Btabttli recepti ccgnosoimus lepldara de adalterio 
cuinsdnm paupens febulam, qoam vos etiam cogno* 
scatia veto. 

$ Is gradli panperie laboraos fabrilea operas prae- 
bendo parvis Ulls raercedibusviltim tenebat. Erst ei 
taiiicn usorcuU et’sm, satis quldem Unuis et ipsa, 
venuD tamcu postrema iaacivia famigerabibs. Sed 
die quadam du)n ;natutino ille ad opus ausceptum 
prudciscltur, staliin latenter irrepit eius bospitium 
temerariusadulter; acdum Veneris eolinctatiocibus 
securius operantur, Kkaritus ignarus rerum ac nihil 
etiam turn tale sospicans improvisus hospltium repetit. 
Zamque clausis et obseratis foribus oxoris laudata 
cnntinenUa ianuam pulsat, slbilo etiam praesentiam 
s(Mim denuntiaiite: tunc muHer cal) ids et ad huius* 

1 Kmna pnujtmfitio has a douhla nj«eoisg vhSch it li 
not 0My to readar into SogJiili. Lucius had stated above 
40d 
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else tbftt thej d&red, so that I might, by taking each 
thlfig Iq good part, disprove theii zoid presumption ^ 
by my meekness and gentle behaviour. When 1 was 
thus delivered frOTD this <loubIe danger, the next day 
1 was laded again with the trappings d the goddess 
and other trumpery, and vaa brought out into the 
way with rattles and cymbals, to beg in the villages 
which we passed by according to our custom. And 
after that we had gone through a few hamleta and 
castles, we fartun^ to come to a certain village, 
which was builded (as the inhabitants there affirm^) 
among the ruined foundations of a famous and 
ancient city. And after that vt had turned Into the 
nett ion, we beard of a pretty jest committed in the 
town there, in the ruatTter of the cuckold ry of a 
certain poor man, which I would that you should 
know likewise. 

There was a man dwelling In the town, very poor, 
that had naught to live upon but that which lie got 
by his labour as a smith and the travail of his hands: 
his wife too was very i>oor, but known to be lascivious 
and exceeding given to the desire oPthe flesh. Now 
it fbrtuned on a day that while this man was gone 
betimes In the morning about his business, accoi^ing 
as he accustomed to do, his wife's lover secretly came 
into his house to have his pleasure with her. And 
so it chanced that during the time that he and she 
were busking together, her husband, suspecting no 
such matter, returned suddenly home praising the 
chaste continency ofhiswife,in that he found hisdoors 
fast locked and closed; wherefore, as his custom was, 
he whistled to declare his coming home. Then his 

(ch. 3} that his pnraucrs were to mooh excctad that tbsy 
warned mad thamaalvea, but it aUc bw tha Idaa of tbalr 
presunptioa of toy aadaeas." 
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nodi flAgitia p«riistiitula tenactasimifi ftmplexi&ua 
expediturn boolnem dolJo, quod ent ia angulo 
^ero^obrutulD eed aJiaa vaeuup, disfiimuknterabecoa* 
dit, et patcfaeti# a«dibus adhac tQtroeuntem marlCutn 
aapora aermone acoipit : " Siccine vacous et otioaus 
inxinuAtis aunibusambulobia milu nec obito conaueto 
Ubore vitee nostrae proapides et aliqind dbatu! 
parabis P At ego oi{sera pemox et }>er d^em lanilicio 
nervoe meos eoatorqueo, ut iutra cellulam noatram 
saltern lucema luceat. Quanto me felicior Daj>hne 
vicina, quae loero et |>raDdlo matutioo saucia cum 
6aats adulteria volutaturi'’ Sic confutatua maritjis 
'‘£tquld istic estP" ait ‘'Nan licet /brenal oegotio 
ofGelnator noster alien tus ferJas aobia fecerit^ tamen 
hodietuae eenalse nostrae prospexi. Video latud 
doliQia, quod semper vacuum fnistra locum detinet 
tantum et revera praetet impedimenturo conver$a' 
tionia noaSae nihil praestat amplt\i9^ latud 9go 
quioque denarus culdam vendltavi; et adeat^ ut date 
pretio seeum rem suaoi ferat. Quid Itaque prae- 
clngeris cnihique manum tantls|>er rvcconkmodaa^ ut 
exobrutum protinua tradatur emptOTi.'* E re nata 
failada, mulier temerarium tollena cachlunuixi 
“Magnum” loquit 'Malum virum ae ttrenuum 
oegotiatorem nacta sum, qo; rem, quam ego muher 
et inba hospitium con ten |h iamdudum aeptem 
deunriia vendidl, minorla dlstraxlt.” Addltamento 
pretii Isetus maritus "Et quis est ine/’ ait "Qui 
bin to praestinarit ?" At ilia " Olim, iiiepte," inquit 
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era^/ wife, re«dj with present shifts, loosed her lover 
from her embrace eod hid him iu s g;reat tub standing 
in a corner, and it was rery ruinoos and dirty, but 
empty withal; and then she opened the door, blaming 
her husband in this sort; “ Comest thou home so every 
day empty with thy liands wmpt in thy cloke ? 
And bhogest nothing by thv accustomed labour to 
maintaio our house f Thou kast no regard for our 
profit, neither providest for any meat or drink, 
whereas I, poor wretch, do nothing day and night but 
wear my sinews with spinning, and yet my travail 
will scarce find the candles to ligl^ten our hut 0 
how much morebappy is my neighbour Daphne, that 
eateth and drinketh at Iter pleasure, and well foxed 
passeth the time with her amorous lovers accoi'diag 
to her desire.” “What is the matter?” quoth her 
husband, much grieved at that she said,Though our 
master bath business in the market and hath made 
holiday for us, yet think not but that I have made 
provlsjon for cpur supper this day; dost thoo not see 
this tub that keepeth a place Itere in our house in 
vain, and doth us no service save to binder us in our 
ooming and going? Behold I have sold it to a good 
fellow (that now cometh) for five pence, and he will 
pay the money arui carry it away, V^'herofore 1 
pray thee lend me thy hand that 1 may mend it 
and take it up and deliver him the tub.” His wife 
(having invented a present shift) laughed boldly on 
her husband, saying: What a notalfie and goodly 
merchant have I gotten in you, to fetch away my 
tub for so little for which 1, {>oor woman that 
sit all day alone in my house, have been proffered 
long ugo seven pence)” Her husband, being well 
pleased at the greater price, demanded what he was 
tliat would give so raucli. ''Look, fool,” quoth 
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“Desce&dit Id doliun ««dulo solidiUtem eius pro- 
baturus.” 

7 Koc lUe sermozki mnlioris doAdt sed ex9urg«o6 ala- 
crtter *' Vis " inqait “ Verum scire, aieter/sinilUs ? 
Hoc tibi doliniD Dimis vetustuco est et luultifsrisce 
rimis hiaotibus qaassum *'; ad marituraque eius dia- 
dmulanter converses Quin la, quicunque es 
hoffiuoeio, lucemam" ait “AcCutucu mihi expedis, 
ut erasis intrinaecus aordibus diligoDter an aptURi 
usui poasim dmoacore. Dial noa putas aes de male 
babere?*' Nec quioqtiain vncratus ac sospicatus 
acer et egregius lUe coaritus, acceusa lueenia, Dis- 
cede/’ inquit “ Prater, et oCiosus aasiste, donee probe 
procuratura istud tibi repraeaentem/’ et cum dicto 
nudatus ipse, delate lumlne, ecabiem vetuatsm 
carioaae testae ocelpit excnlpere. At vero adulter, 
bellisaimus ille pimo, inclinatam dolio pronam uxorem 
fabri snperincurvatua secure dedolabat. Ast iUa 
capite in <loliu!n demisso maritum suun aetu 
merelrlcio tractabat ludicre: hoc et illud et alind et 
rursds aliud purgandum demonstrat diglto too, dooec 
utroque opere perfecto, acceptls septem denariis, 
ealamitesus iabor coUo suo gerens dolium coactos est 
ad hespitium adulteri perferre. 

t PaucuJis ibi diebus eommorati et munificentia 
publica saginab TaticmaUooisque crebris mercedibus 
suffarcinati purissimi illi sacerdotes novum quaestus 
genus sibi comminlscuntur. Serte unlca pro cadbus ^ 

i OxMiu is the eaeJidatJoD of tbs Dutch editera Colvius 
and Oadeadorp (or the MSd’ maaoiosiess oaiuOt. 
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iht, '' He la gone under to aee where it be sound 
or no.*’ 

Then her lover, which was nnder the tub, began to 
stir that his words might agree to the words of the 
woman, and said : “ Dame, will you have me tell the 
truth f This tab is old "nH rotten and cracked as 
neseemeth on everf side.” And then he tamed 
himself to her husband, colouring the matter and 
saying: I pray, honest man, whoever joo he, light 
a candle that I may make the tub clean within, to 
see If it be for my purpose or no, for I do not mind 
to cast away my money wilfally.” This clever 
husband by and by, suspecting nothing, delayed not 
to light a candle, saying: I pray you, good brother, 
put not youreelf to so much pain, but stand by and 
let me roake the tub dean and ready for you"; 
whereupon he put off his cost and took the light and 
crept under the tub to rub away the old filth from 
the sides. In the mean season the mlnioa lover cast 
his wife on the bottom of the tub, and liad his 
pleasure with her over his head, and she, like the 
very harlot that she was, played a merry prank upon 
her husband; for as she was in the midst of her 
pastime, she turned her bead on this side and that 
side, shewing now this and now that to be cleansed, 
till as they had both ended their business, and then 
be delivered seven pence for the tub : and then the 
poor smith must himself carry it on his back to the 
lover’s lodging. 

After tlut we had tarried there a few days at the 
cost and chargesof the whole village, and had gotten 
much money by our divination and prognostication 
of things to come, those good priests invented a new 
mean to pick men's parses; for they bad one lot 
whereon was written this cheating answer, which 
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piuribus eaotAtft consulentes de rebus vsTiis plurimos 
ad huDC cDodum cavillantni. S&ru haec erat t 

Ideo coniuQcti ternus prosdnduAt borea^ 
ut ia fiturucn UeU geminent sata. 

Tom ai qui matru&onium Ibrte eoaptantea isteN 
rogaient, rere ipsam responder! aiebant, iimgendos 
coiuiubio et sad s liberum procreaodis. Si possessicnes 
praeslioaturus quaereret, merlto bovas ut et iugum 
et arra sementis doreutU pronuntlari. Si qul de 
profectioae sollicitus divlnucn eaperet auspiciuni, 
iunctos jam parstosque quadripedum canetorum 
coansuetiasiffios et lucrum promitti de gicbae genuine. 
Si proeliura capeaaiturus ^el Utronum facUonem 
persecutorus utiles necne processus scisdtaretur, 
addictara victoriaui forti praesagio coDtcndebant^ 
qutppe cervices hostium iugo subactum iri et 
piuedam de ra|uii 1 s uberrimara fruotuosamque captum 
iri. 

Ad istiiiT) modum divinatioois astii captloso cor* 
9 raseraut non jMirvas pecuoia6> sed assiduis interroga^ 
rioDibos a^ioenti satietate iam defecti, rursum ad 
viam prodeuntr via tota quam nocte confeceraruus 
longe peloreru. Quidnl ? Lacanosie inoDibus voragl. 

* AfUio^n bu bera a nargJuai ooU, " So ua«d felgoad 
JBg>'pt)aiis of iateyMTs in England," aod Eba prscdoa of the 
tiwa baa not rariad sieca but tiiea Adlingtou did uos 
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the; gftve for every enqairy ; aod it wu: TAe oxen 
Ufd <md yoked tog^ker .* de plough the ground to the 
intent it vu^ h/ingJo7ih her uicreaee." ^ And by these 
kind of lota they deceived many of the simple sort: 
for if one bad demanded whether he ehoufd have a 
good wife or no, they would sty that his lot did 
testify the same, that he should be tied and yoked 
to a good woman and have increase of children: if 
one demanded whether be should buy lands and 
possessions, they said that there was much reason 
in tbe mentioning of the oxen and the yoke, which 
foretold that he should have much ground that 
^onld yield his increase: if one demanded the 
advice of heaven whether he should have a good •nH 
prosperous voyage, they said he should have good 
success because that now these geutlest of beasU 
were joined together and ready to go, and that of 
tbe increase of tbe soil should be his pro6t: if one 
demaoded whether he should vemquisb hla enemies, 
or prevail in pursuit of thieves, they said that the 
orade foretold victoiy, for that his eneroles’ necks 
should be brought under the yoke, and that a rich 
and fertile gain should be gotten from the thieves’ 
booty. 

Thus by the telling of fortunes so cleverly and 
cunningly they gathered a great quantity of money; 
but when they were weary with giving of answers, 
they drove me away before them the next night, 
through a lane which was more dangerous and stony 
than the way which we had gooe before; for it was 
Ml of deep and gaping boles, sometimes wet with 

actempt a poetical venloo of tiie IIqm. 1 mar parhapa quote 
that of tb« late Ikes Fanar: 

** Th« patient osao ploa^h tbs soil. 

Aad harrtate rich rapay their toiU* 
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oMaffi, pHTtixa sUgnaota palude fiui^am et alibi aab> 
luvie caeaosa lubricasx Crebris denique ofensacalia 
«t a&siduls lapelbus ian coDtusie oribus meia vix tan* 
dem ad campestres laraitaa fesaqs evadere potui. £t 
ecce Qobia repenta da targo maaipuloa annati nper- 
oimant equit«$, aagraqae cobiblta aquoruso curriouli 
rabie, Phileb^m ceterosqaa comitea aiua lavolaut 
avidi colloqua conatricto et sacniegoa impurosqua 
aoxapellaates interdura pugzua obverberantj uacnon 
manicb etiam cuactoa coartant at idectidem urgenti 
sermone comphmunt^ promerect potiuB aureum cao* 
tharuxi, pTOxnaraot auctorameiituni iUud aid aceleria, 
quod sinuiatloaa soUanoium, quaa in operto &cti* 
tavatant, ab ipais pulvinaribus loatria daun clanculo 
furatj, prorsiu quasi possent taati iaciooris evadara 
aupplkiujx) tacita profectiona, adhuo luce dubia 
]0 pomariara parvasariDt. Nac defuit qul, piaou super 
dorsum maum ioleata, in Ipso deae quam gerabam 
gremio scrutatos, rapperlrat atqna incoram omidnm 
aurcum dapromaret caDtharum. Nec isto saltern 
tarn nefario scalere impuxatiasima ida capita coo- 
futari terrerire potuerO; sad mendadoso rlsu caTil- 
lantaa, " Ed ” inquiuot '' Indignae rei seaevitatam, 
qua plerumque insontes periclitsotur homines! Prop' 
ter noicum coliculum, quem deuai mater sorori suae 
deae Syriae hospitala mnnua obCulit, norios tali* 
gienia antistites ad dlscriman rocari capitis I'' Haac 
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qu«gmiie« and foggy marshes, sad sametiiaes very 
slippery with mud and fUth, whereby my legs (ailed 
me with ofteo stumbliog and falling, in such sort 
that 1 could scarce come wearily and with bruised 
legs to the plain deld'paths. And behold by and by 
from behind a great company of the inhabitants of 
the town, armed with weapons and on horseback, 
overtook us, hardly puUldg up the horses of their 
car, for they gallops furiously, they Incontinently 
arrested Philebus and his priests, and tied than by 
the necks and beat them anielly, calling them sacri* 
legious thieves sod vile robba‘8, and after that they 
hu manacled their bands they urged them furiously 
amin and again: ” Shew us/’ quoth they, The cup 
01 gold, the temptation of your crime, which you 
have taken prlrily away from the very shrine of the 
Mother of the gods, ui^er the colour of your solemn 
religion, which you must needs perform secretly shut 
up in her temple; and now you think to escape in 
tfie nigbt without punishment for your deed, leaving 
the boundaries or town and setting secretly forth 
before it be yet light.” By and by one came towards 
me, and thrusting his hand into the bosom of tlie 
goddess which I bare, found and brought cut before 
them all the cup which they had stole: howbeit, for 
all their robbery which appeared evident and plaio, 
those accursed and vile creatures would not be con¬ 
founded or abashed, but, jesting and laughing out the 
matter, began to say : 'Ms it reason, masters, that 
you slmld thus rigorously Intreai us, as often befalls 
innocent men, and threaten to bring tbe faithful 
priests of religion into danger of death for a small 
triding cup, which tbe Mother of the gods deter¬ 
mined to give to ber sister for a present f “ How- 
belt, fbr ul their lies and cavilfations, they were 
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et Alias dm lies afanuas fhutra blaterantes tos re> 
trorsuA abdscuot po^D: statimque vinctos iu TuU 
llanum compingUDt caaiharoqua et ipso almuUcro, 
quod gerob^ spud iaiii donarium redditis ac con* 
sccratisj altera die prodcctum me nmum voce prae- 
conis venul sabielunt septeroque Dummis cariue, quam 
prhls me comparaverat Philebua, quidaio pistor de 
proumo casteUo praestiiiavit, protinusque fri> 
mento etiam coemto a&tim onustum per iter arduiun 
scnipia et cuiuscemodi stirpibus uifestum ad pistri> 
uum, quod ezercebat, perdudt. 

[ ] Ibi complurium iuseiitorun multivii circuitiis iu> 
torquebaut molas ambage varia; nec die tantum, 
verum perpeti etiam Docte proraua instabili oiacbiiia- 
rum vertlgine lucobrabant peirfgilera &rinani. Sed 
mihi, ne rudimeutum servitii perhorrescerem adlieet, 
novui domlnus )oca lautia prolixe proebuit: nam et 
diem primumilJiim feiiatiim deditet eibarlis abun- 
danter iustruzit praesepium. Kec tameii ilia otli 
sagicaeque bestitncio dunvit ulterlua, aed die a^ 
quenti molac, quae maxima videbatur, matutiuus 
adstltuor et iUico velaU ^e propeller ad incurra 
spatia denod canalia, ut in urbe termini cireum* 
fluentis reciproco gressu me« reealeana vestigia 
vagarer errore certo. Kec tamen aagacltatis ac 
prudentUe meae prorsua oblitua iadJem me tlro- 
dnio disdplinae praebtii sed, quamquam frequenter^ 
cum inter homines agerem, maebinas dmiliter cir- 
cumrotarl vidissem, tamen, ut expera et ignarus 
operis, atupore mentlto deiixua baerebam, quod 
enim rebar at minus aptuisi et huiusmodi miniatedo 
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carried back to the toivu aud put iu by the 
mhabiUQts, who, taking the cup of gold and the 
image of the goddess which 1 bare, did put and co&' 
secrete them aixioogst tbe treasure of the temple. 
The next day Z was carried to the market to be sold 
by the voice of the crier, and again my price was set; 
but I was sold at seven pence more uian Pliilebus 
gave for me. There fortuned to pass by a baker of 
the next village, who, after that he had bought a 

E reat deal of com, bought me likewise to carry it 
ome, and when he had well laded me therewith, he 
drove me through a stony and dangerous way to his 
bakehouse. 

There I saw a great company of horses that went 
round and round in tbe mill turning tbe stones and 
grinding of com : and not by day only, but at night 
^o they must needs stiU work at the mill and make 
dour in those engines that never stood still: but lest 
I should be discouraged at the 6ret, my master enter* 
tained me well in a luxurious place; for the first day 
I had a holiday and did nothing but fare daintily at 
a full maoger. Howbeit, such mine ease and felici^ 
did not long endure for the next day following 1 
was tied to the greatest mill (as it seemed to me) 
betimes in the morning with my face covered, and 
placed in a small path of a circle to the end in tum- 
isg and winding so often one way I might keep a 
certain course and tread in my own path again and 
ag^n. But 1 fcrgat not my wbdom anri careful 
prudence so as to lend myself too easily Co Che 
new labour, for although when I was a man I had 
seen many such bors^inills, and knew well enough 
how they should be turned, yet feigning myself 
ignorant of such kind of toil I stood still and 
would not go, whereby I thought I should be taken 
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Aatis inutileta ma ad aliuca qumpiam, utique l^vU 
orem laborem legatum iri, vel otaosasn certe ciba- 
tuto Iri Sad Iras&a soIIertiAm dacnno&am ezercui: 
compluras enlia protinus bacuUs amati me drcum- 
steUrimt atque, ut eram lumlnlbos abtectU $e«urus 
etiamnune, repCQle slgno dato at damorc cooferto 
pUgaa iogerenUd acervatiai, fidto me strepitu turbu- 
laatantj ut cuactis consiliis abiectls illico scitUeime 
taeniae spaiteae totus* insixus dJscursua alacrea obU 
ISreoa: at aubiCa seatae corarautatione riseun toto 
coatu eemnioveram. 

Jamque maxima diei parte tranaacta defectum 
quin me,beleio aparteodimoto, nexu maehinae libera- 
turn applicant praeaepio. At ego quamqaam eximie 
fatigatua et refectlone virium vebemeater Indjguua 
et premia fame peiditus, tamen famlliari curiositate 
attonitua et aatis anxiua, poatpoaito dbo qui copio- 
aus aderat, moptabilis officiaae diadplIoaiD cum de¬ 
jecta done qutdam artdtrabar. Dii boni! Quales illic 
homuaculi vibidbus Uvidls totem cutem depicti dor- 
eumque plagosum soiasili ceotunculo magia inumbrati 
quAm obtecti, nonouUi exigoo tegili tentum modo 
pubem iniecti, cuocd taioea aic tunicati ut esaent 
per paanuloA manifest!, ^ntea litterati et capilliun 
eemirasi et pedes anauUti, turn lurore defonnes et 
fbroosia tenebris vaporosae caJiginis palpebrad adea! 
atque adeo male luminati, et in modum pugUum, 
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from the mill ns eit ass usapt, aj^d put to some 
other lighter labour, or else to be driven into the 
6elds to pasture : bat mj Qubtletj did me small 
profit, for by and hj when the mill stood still, the 
many servants came about me armed with sticks, 
whereas 1 suspected nothing, mine eyes befog 
covered, and suddenly when a sign was given th^ 
cried out and plentifully beat me forward, lu sucu 
sort that I could not stay to advise myself, because 
of the sudden attack and ooise, but leaned sturdily 
against my rope and went briskly on my appointed 
path ; whereby all the company laughed to see so 
sudden a change. 

When a goM part of the day was past, so that 1 
was not able to endure any longer, they took off my 
harness, and tied me to manger; but althougti 
my bones were weair, and that I needed to rafresh 
myself with rest and provender, being utterly dead 
with hunger, yet 1 was so curious and anxious also, 
that I did greatly delight to behold th« horrible 
fashion of the baker's mill, in so much that I could 
not eat nor drink while 1 looked on, although there 
was food in plenty. 0 good Lord, what a sort of poor 
slaves were tliere; some had their skin bruised all 
over black and blue, some had their backs striped 
with lashes and were but covered ruther than clothed 
with tom rags, some had their members only hidden 
by a narrow cloth, all wore such ragged clouts that 
you might perceive through them all their naked 
bodies, some were marked burned in the fore* 
bead with hot irons, some bad their hair half 
clipped, some bad shackles on their legs, ugly and 
evil frvoured, some could scarce see, their eyes and 
faces were so black and dim with smoke, their eye^ 
lids all eankered with tbe darkness of that reeking 
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qui pujvisculo penp^ dinioant, fArmul«aU diiere 
I $ sordide candldati. lam de meo iiunentorio contu- 
b«rnio quid vel ad quem modum memor«m? QueJcB 
illi muU val caatberli debiles! Circa piaesepium 

capita dexaem contnmcabaiit molas palaarum, cet- 
?ice$ cariosa vulnerum putredine follicaittei^.narea Ian* 
^idas aasiduQ pnUu tussediuis hiulct, pectora copulae 
sparteae tritura costiaua exulceratij coatas perpetua 
castigatione os»um tenus reoudati, uogulas multivia 
circumcuraione in enorrae veatigium perrecti tchun* 
que corium vetarne atque acabiosa made exaaperati. 
Talia iarailiae funeatara mlhl etiam metueos exem> 
plum veUrisque Ludi fbrtunam recordatua et ad 
ultiJBUD salutls rnetam detrusua aummUa? capita 
maerebam. NecuUum u$piam crueiabilis vitae sola- 
dum aderat, nisi quod ingeiiita mthi cunositate rt* 
creabar dum praesentiam raeain parvi facientes libere 
quae volunt ooines et agunt et loquuntur. f^ee im* 
merito prUcae poetieae dmnua auctor apud Oraios 
Bujnmae prudeotlae vlrum monstrare cupiene muL 
taram dvitatum obitu et variorum populoruiu cogoicu 
«ummaa adeptun virtutes cednit: nam et ipse gratae 
gratias oamo meo memiiti^ quod me auo celatum 
tegmine variisque fbrtuois exercltatum, etai misus 
lapnideotem, multiscium reddidit Fabulam denique 
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pl&ee, b&If blind &od sprinkled bUck and white 
with dirty dour like boxers which fight together be¬ 
fouled with sand. But how should 1 speak of the 
horses mj companions, bow they, being old mules or 
weak hones, thrust tbeir lie&ds into the manger and 
ate the heaps of straws ? They had their neck^ all 
wounded and worn away with old sores, they rattled 
their nostrils with a continual oougb, tbeir sides were 
bare with continued nibbing of tUeir harness and 
great travail, their ribs were broken the bones 
did show with petpetoal beating, their hoofs were 
battered very broad with endlea<> walking, and 
tbeir whole skin ragged by reason of mange and 
tlieir great age. When 1 saw this dreadful «lght, I 
greatly began to fear lest 1 should eone to the like 
state: and considering with myself the good fisrtuue 
which I was sometime in when I was a man, I greatly 
desjtaired and lamented, holding down ray head, but 
1 saw no comfort or consc^iloit of my tonuenca, saving 
that my mind and roy inborn curiosity was somewhat 
recreated to hear understand what every man 
said and did, for they neither feared uor doubted 
my presence. At that time I remembered how truly 
Homer, the divine author of ancient Poetry among 
the Greeks, described biro to he a wise raait ^ which 
had Ravelled divers countries and uations, and by 
straitly observing them all bad obtained great virtue 
ami knowledge. Wherefore I do now give great 
thanks to my assy form, lo that by that mean I have 
seen the experieuce of many things, and am become 
Biore experienced Notwithstanding that 1 was then 
very little wise). But I will tell you a pretty and 
handsome jest, which cometh nowto my remembrance, 

^ The deacrip^oa c( Ulfsies la the opesiog Haas ot tha 
OdysMy. 
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beu&m pne ceteris suavem comperfcu ad aurea vestras 
aferre deerevl, et en occipio. 

Pistor lUe qui me pretio suum fecerat, bonus alio* 
quin vir et apprline modestus, pessiroara et ante 
cunctas muKeres longe deterrimam sortitue cootu* 
gam poenaa extremes tori Larbque suatinebat, ut 
Hercule eius vicem ego quoque tacitus frequenter 
ingemescerem. Nec eaim rel unum vltium nequia- 
aimae illi femisae deent, sed ornnla prorsus, ut is 
qnandam caenosam latrinam, in tins anixaum flagitia 
eonduxerant: saeva, scaeva, riroaa, ebricaa, pervicaz, 
' pertinax, in rapinia turpfbus avara, in lumptibns foedis 
profuse, inimica fidei, bostis pudidtiae: tunc spretis 
atque calcatis diviois numiuibua is vicem certae 
rebglonis mentita saerilega praesumptione dei» quem 
praedicaret uoicum, confietis obserrationibua vacuis 
fallens oranes hocamcs et talserum maritura deciplens 
matutfno mere et continiio stupro corpus mandparat 
1 i Tails ilia mulier miro me persequebatur odic: nam 
et anteludo recubtms adhuc iubiungi lUBchinae 
noviducn olamabat asmum, et statim ut cubieulo 
prhnnra proceaserat indstens iubebat Incoram sul 
plagas mihi quam pluriraas irrogari et,cum tempestivo 
prandio laxarentur iumenta cetera, longe tardius 
applicari praesepio lubebat. Quae saevitia rnulto 
mihi magis genciinam ouriosiiatem in sues mores 
ampliaverat: nam et assiduo plane comraeanteni in 
dus cubiculum gueitdam sentiebsro iuvenem, cuius 
et fsciem videre cupiebam ex siimmo studio, si tamen 
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to the latent your ears may be delighted in hearing 
the same, and 1 Jo now begin it. 

The baker which bought me waa an honeat and 
sober man, but hU wife the most pesUlent woman in 
all the world, in ao mnoh that he endured with her 
manv ntUeries and aHiicllous to bis bed and bouse, 
BO dial I myielf did secretly pity bis estate and 
bewail bfj evil fortune: for there was not one single 
fault that was lacking to her, but all tbe mis* 
chie& that could be derlBed had (lowed into ber 
heart as into some dlthy privy; she was crabbed, 
cruel, cursed, druuken, obstinate, nigglih, covetous 
in base robberies, riotous in (ilthy expenses, an enemy 
to faith and chastity, a cleiplser of all the gods whom 
others did honour, one that affirmed that she had 
instead of our sure religion an only god by herself,t 
whereby, inventing empty rites and ceremonies, she 
deceived all men, hut especially ber poor husband, 
dellghtliiff in di’inkingwine,yea,early in the morning, 
and abandoning her body to continual whoredom. 
This raiichievuui quean hated me in such wonder* 
ful sort Uiat she commanded every day, before she 
was up, that I, the new ase, should be put In the 
mill to grind: and the fiiwt thing which she would 
do in the morning, when she had left her chamber, 
was to see me cruelly beaten, and that I should 
grind and be kept from the manger long after the 
other beasts did feed and take rest. When I saw 
that 1 was so cruelly bandied, she gave mo great 
desire to learn ber conversation and her life; for 
I saw oftentimes a young man, which would privily 
go into her chamber, whose face I did greatly desire 

1 It Is cuppossd (bai Apulalus rsprSMats this abaodoasd 
woman sa a Cliristtaa, aoa so axpras s a a Ml dJellke and oob* 
tempt ot tbs Qsw rellgioa. 
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TAlimeatum capitis libertAtem tribuluet meis tlU 
quando Iiuainibnsnee mjhi eoUertia defoies^t 
ad dete^nda quoquo nodo peastrQ&e fbmlDae 
flagitifi. Sed ADOS quaedam stupnim ae^ueatra et 
adulterorum iiitarnuotia de die coiidie tnseparoI^lA 
aderatf cum qua protiQUS ientacQlo ac deliinc vino 
reero mutuia vicibus Telitata scaeiias fraudblentea 
i& ezitium misenirai mariti siibdoba ambagibus con- 
atruebat. At egc, quamquaiu graviter suscenaeos 
etrori Potidis, quae me dum avem fabricat, perfeeJt 
aainum, iato tameii vel uiiieo aolacio aeruranabilis 
defoiibitatla meae recreabar, quod auribua graiidla- 
airaia praeditua cuncta longule etiam diaaita xacillimc 
aentiebam. 

16 Deuique die quadam madidse ^ anieu^ae 

aermo talis meas aiTertur aui'ta: ''Dc iato quidem, 
mi herilU, tecum ipaa videna, queni tine meo eoDailio 
pigTum et formiduloBum ^ailiarem latum sortita Cd, 
qui inauavU et odiosi mantl tul caperratum super- 
cihum iguaviter perLorreacit ac per hoc amoris 
laiiguidi desidia hloa volentea amplexua diacruciat 
Quauto melior Philesitherus aduleacciia et fonnoaus 
et libcralla et atreiiuua et contra marttorum inetKcncea 
diligentias cojiatantia^iinua, dignua Hercule so)u> 
omnium matrotierum delicii$ perfrui, dignua aoliia 
coronam auream capitc gcatare, vei unieiim iatud, 
quod nuuc uuperiti quendam zelotypuiu soaritum ex> 
imio studio commentua eaL Audi denique et amato- 
rum diversum Ingcnium compara. 

17 <‘Noati queudam Barbaniin uoatrae dTitatia de^ 
eurioiiem, queni Scorpioneiu prae morum aciitudine 
vuJgua appeliat? Hie uaorem gencrosam et eximla 

> Balo^ua' eiaeoduCioo for (ba B8S* timidae. Balm’s 
euitu'dar ojtj wall ba rtghi 
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to 600, but 1 could Dot, by reason miDo oyos were 
covert every d«y: $nd verily, if I bad been free 
and at liberty, f would have discovered all ber 
al>ominat{on. Sbe bad on old woman, a bawd, a 
niei6eug:or of mischief, that daily haunted to ber 
house, and made (^c 1 cheer with her at breakfast, 
and then they would drink wine unmixed, and after 
this drst skinnish tliey would contrive and plot to 
the utter undoing and impoveiishinent of her 
luislwnd: but I, that waa j^reatly offended with the 
neghgenee of Fotia, who made me an aaa Instead of 
a bird, did yet comfort myself for the miserable 
deformity of my shnj>e by this only meut. In that I 
had long ears, whereby ! night hear all tilings that 
were done even afar or. 

On a day I heard the shameless old bawd say to 
the baker's wife: '' Dame, you have chosen (notwith' 
standing my counsel la young roan to your lover, who 
as rnescemeth Is dull, fearful, without any grace, sad 
dastardly coucheth at tlia frowning looks of your 
ofllous hutbaivi, whereby you have no <lelight nor 
pleasure with biro. How far better Is the young 
man Bhllesltherue, who is comely, beautiful, 6i the 
Hower of hts youth, liberal, courteous, valiant, and 
stout against the dlllgeot pryings and watches of 
husbands, alone worthy to embrace the worthiest 
dames of this country, and alone worthy to wear a 
crown of gold, be it for one part alone that he 

E layed with clever wit to one that was jealous over 
is wife. Hearken how it was, and then judge tbe 
diversity of tliese two lovers. 

" Know you one Barbarus, a senator of our town, 
whom the vulgar people call likewise Scorpion for 
his peevish manners? This Barbarus had a gentle* 
woman to his wife, of exceeding beauty, whom he 
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fonnositate pnediUm miia custodclA muolUiQ domi 
$dae qouc CAUtitthnc cohibebai." Ad haec ultima 
plf^ris ills uxor snbicieas, “ Quidai ? '* inqult " Novi 
diligeator. Areten cncam coiidiscipidam mtmoras.'* 
“Ergo'* iaquit anus “Nosti tot&m Philoaitboti at 
Ipeius fabulaiu ?" “ Minime gentium," inquit “ Sed 
noaae valde cupio, et oro, mater, ordino raihi singula 
retexa.'’ Kec comaiorata lUa sonaoeinatrix immodica 
sic anus inoipft: 

Barbams iste cum nacesssriam proiectionetn 
pararet pudicitiomque carae confugis coasei*- 
vare suRima diligentis oaperet, servulum suum 
M^naecem, fidelilate pmdpua cogaitum, secrete 
commonet suaeque dominae custodelam omnem 
parmittat, carcerem et perpetua vincula, mortem 
denique vioIonUm defamem coiaminatus, si quisquam 
hominum vel in transitu digito tenus earn contigisset, 
idque deieraiis etinm confirmat per omnia divitia 
Diunina. Ergo igitur summo pa vote perculsum 
Mymeoem acerrimum relinquens u:eori sacutorem, 
securam dlrigit profectlonem. Tunc obstinato animo 
vehementer anxlns Myrmex nec nsqunm dominam 
snam progtedisinebat, et Iai^(icio domestico destrictam 
in8eparabilisassidebat,ac taotumueceasario vespertioi 
lavacri progressti affixes atque coaglutin&tus,eirtremas 
majHi prendens locinias, mira sagaciUte eommissae 
] 8 proviaciae fidem tuebatur. Sed ardentem Pbi) eeitberi 
vigitantiam roatrooBe nobilis inilchritudo latere non 
pntuit, atque liac ipsa potissimum faiuosa casCitate et 
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cAuee^ to be enclotol w{tbin his bouse with 
diligent custodj.” Then the bAker'e wife said: '^1 
know her ver; well, for her nacne is Arete, end we 
two dwelled together et one school." “Then yon 
know," quoth l^e old won^an, “The whole Ule of 
Pbilesitberus?" “No, verily," eaid she, “But I 
greatly desire to know it: therefore 1 prav you, 
mother, tell me the whole story." By and Ly the 
old woman, which knew well to babble, began to tell 
as felloweth: 

“ You shell understand that on a day this Barbarus, 
prepai’ing bUnielf to ride abroad, and willing to keep 
the chastity of Iili wlfo (whom he lo well loved) 
alone to himself, caUe<l Ills man Myrmex (whose 
faith he had trie<l and proved in many things) aod 
secretly eommltted to him the oustody of bis wife, 
threate)dng him, that if any man did but touch her 
with hie dtiger as be paeaed by, he would not only 
put him In prieon, and bind him hand end fool, but 
also cause him to be put to death cruelly and shame¬ 
fully; which worde he confirmed by oath of all cho 

I fodt In heaven, and so he departed careleaa away, 
earing Mynnex to follow his wife with all diligence. 
When Barbaras wos gone Myrmex, being greatly 
estonlshed and afraid at hla master's threatenings, 
was exceeding constant and fixed In his purpose, 
and would not sufter his mistrese to go ab^d, 
but as she sot all day e-splnnlng, he was so careful 
that he sat by her; and when night came he 
weut with her to the bathe, holding her by the 
garment, so futhful he was to fulfil me command¬ 
ment of hia master. How belt, the beauty of 
this noble matron could not be hidden from the 
burning eyes of Pldlesitherus, who considering her 
great chatty, and how she was diligently kept by 
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insi^is tutelar oiauetate inatioctus atquft influQ* 
mttus, qaidvis &cere, qaidvia pati paratus, ad expug- 
DAiidam taaacem domus disciplinara toUs acciagitur 
vJribos; certusque fragiliUtia huouuia« fidei «t quod 
peeuuiae cunetae sint difficultatea perviae auroque 
Boleaot adama&tinae eCfain pordrirsgi foree, opportune 
nanctua Mjnneds aoUtateiOj ei amorem auum aperit 
et supplex eum medelani crodatui daprecaiur; nam 
aibi statutam deoretamque mortem proximare ni 
roatarius cupito potiatui: nee eum tamea quicquam 
ia re laclli loroUdare debere, quippe cum veapera 
solus, lide Unebrarum contectua atque absconditus> 
ijitrorepere et intra momentum temporis remeare 
posset. HU et buiuscemodi suadelia validum adde* 
bat cuneum, qu; rigentem prorsus servi teoaci- 
tatem violeoter diffinderet; pottecU enioi manu sua 
deiTionstratei novitate nimiacandentes solidos aureos, 
quorum vigiati quidem puellae destiaasset, ip^ vero 
19 decern Ilbcnterofferrct. ExhomiitMyrmexlaauditum 
facinus et occlusis auHbus efTugit protlaus: aec auH 
taraen splendor damraeus oeulos Ipsius exire potuit, 
sed quam procul semotus et domom ceJeri gradu 
pervectos videbat tamea decora Hla moaetae lumiaa 
et opulentam praedam iam teuebat animo, miroque 
mentis salo et cogiCationum dissensioae miseUus in 
diversas sententias carpebatur ac distrahebatur: illic 
fides, hie lucrum illic crociattis, hie voluptaa. Ad 
postremum taiuen formidinem mortis vicit aurum: 
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Mjrmex, was greatly s«t alire, and ready to da or 
siitTer aught to gala her; and so he endeavoured by 
all kind of means to enterprise the matter, and to 
break through the serene guard of her house, and 
rememberea the fragility of man, that might be 
enticed and corrupted with money, sloce by gold even 
adamant gates may be opened. On a day when he 
found Myrmex alone, be dtscovered his love, desiring 
him to anew his favour to heal him thereof (otlier wise 
he intended and should eertoinly die unless he soon 
obtained his desire) with assurance that he need not 
fear, as he might privily be let in alone an<l under 
the covering of tlie nigbt, without knowledge of any 
person, and in a moment come out again, to these, 
and other gentle words, he added a wedge which 
might violently split the iiard tenacity of Myrmex; 
for he shewed him glittering new gold pieces in his 
hend, saying that he would give his mistress twenty 
crowns, ano him ten. 

•• Now Myrmex, hearing these words, was greatly 
troubled, abhorring In his mind to commit so wicked 
a mischief; wherefore he stopped bis cars, and 
turning his head departed away. Howbelt, although 
far apart and having now speedily gotten him home, 
the ^ttoring hue n these crowns could never out of 
his mind, but he seemed to see the money, which wse 
so worthy a prey, before his eyea Wherefore, poor 
Myrmex was tossed on the waves of opinions and 
was utterly distracted and could not tell what to do; 
for on the one side, he coosiUered tlie promise which 
he made to his master, and the punishment which 
should ensue if he did contrary, while on the other 
side, he thought of the gain and passing pleasure of 
the crowns ot gold. In the end the d^re of the 
money did more prevail than the fear of death, for 
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Dec BpfttiocupidofonDosiie pecuniae leoiebatur, 

sed Qoctumu etiam curas invaaerst pestileDsavarlUa, 
ai quamvia herilis eum comfoinatio doroi cohiberet, 
aurum tacneb feras evocaret. Tunc devorato pudcre 
et dimota cunctatlone, eleadaures dcminae maodatum 
perfert: nee a genuine levitate deadvit muHer aed 
execrando meullo pudldtiam suam prcHnua auctorata 
a^ Ila gaudio perfuaua ad auae fidei praeclpitiott 
praecipitat * Myrmex, non modo capere, verum 
aaUem centingere, quam exiUo sno viderat, pecnnlam 
cupieos et magaia euis laboribus perfectmn de* 
iiderlum Philesitbero laetlda percitus nuntiat, 
statiAqae deatlnatum praenlvn repoaclt; et tenet 
Dommes aureea manos MjnaeeU qiue nee aereoe 
iO nerat lamque noete promota seluxD perducit ad 
demujn, probeque capita contectuia amatorem 
itresuom infert aduaque dominae cublculiun. Commo- 
dum noyisamplexlbus emeri rudl Iltabant, cominodiuu 
prima stipcodia Veneri xniJitabant nudi zelUtea; et 
contta cmniuiD opinianern captata noctis epportoiu* 
tate improvisu9 maiitus assixtit. Suae domu$ ianuam 
iam pulaatj iam elaraat, lam saxo fores verberat, et 
Ipaa tardiiate magis magisque suspectus din cozs> 
minatur MynneeJ suppllda. At ille repentlno male 
perturbatua et misen trepldatione ad inopiam conailii 
deduetue, quod soluja potent, noetumaa teoebrae 
Bibl causabatur obBiatera quin ckvem enriose abscon- 
ditam repperiret: interdum PhilcBltherua cogoito 
atrepito raptim tonicas Iniectus sed plaue prae tuiba- 

* A verb if Kqoind to complata tb« aaaaa. ^remvitat is 
no dar TUaa's lu^aitioiL 
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the deeire of tJje fiourisbuig crtrwos w» not absted 
distance of soace, but it did even invade hie 
dreajns fa the night time, and vhete the menaces of 
his master compelled him to tarir at home, the 
pestilent avarice of the Mid egged him out of doors; 
wherefore, putting ail Marne aside without further 
delaj, he declared the whole matter to hU mistress ; 
who, according to the light nature of women, when 
she heard him speak of so great a sum, put her 
chastity in pawn to the vUe moziej. Mjmex, seeing 
the intent)^ his mistress, was verj glad, and hastened 
to the ruin and breaking of bis wth, and for great 
desire that the gold should not only be his, but that 
he might handle the same instantly, ran hastily to 
Philesithenis^declariugthat his mistress bad consented 
to his miud, wherefore he demanded the gold which 
he promised ; and then incontinently Pblleritherus 
delivered hlro ten golden crowns, who ha<l never 
before possessed even money of copper. When night 
came, Myrmev brought him disguised aud covered 
into his mistress’ chamber; but, about midnight, 
when he she were together maldng the drst 
sacrifice of love unto the goddess Venus, behold, her 
husband (contrary to their expectation) came and 
knocked at the door, calling with a loud voice 
beating upon it with a stone. Their long tarrying 
increased the auspicion of the master. In such sort 
that he threateneo to beat Myrmex cruelly: but be, 
being troubled with fear, and driven to his latter 
shifts, excused the matter as beat be could, saying 
that be could not find the key, by reason it bad been 
hidden curiously away and that the night was so 
dark. In the mean season PhOesitherus, nearing the 
noise at the door, slipt on his coat ^et harefbot, 
because of his great confusion) and privily ran out 
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tione pedibvs Inteotid ptocurrit eubicalo. Tune 
Mynnez tandem clave pessulis subiecta repandit 
fores et KCipit etiam tunc Udem doum boantem 
dominum, cogue properc eabiculum pctcnte^ clandes* 
tioo txanscursu dimittit Pbilesitherum. Quo iam pro 
Umioc liberate securua sui clausa dome rumutn sc 
reddidit quieb. 

i\ " Sed dtuD prima luce fiarbarus proeedit cubiculo> 
vide! sub lectulo soleas incegnltas guibns inductus 
Phfleaitberus irrepserat, suspectisque e re nata quae 
gesta sunt, noo uioii, non uUi familiarium cordebo 
patefacto, aublatis iis et lo sinum furtim absconditU, 
iusao tantum M^rmece per conserves vincte forum 
versus attrabi, tacitos secum mugitus iterans rapid um 
dirigit gressum, certus solearum Indicio vestigium 
adulteri posse ae per^clle indlpiscl. Sed ecce per 
plateam diun Barborus vultu tnrgido subduotiaque 
supercilijs Uicedit iratus ac pone eum Myrmex vinculia 
obnitos, non quidem coram coxae prcbcosus, con* 
scientia tamen pessima permiztua, lacrlmis ubertbus 
ac postrenis lameotatieuibus inefiicaeem comnovet 
mtseratio&em, opportune Philesitheros occurrenS/ 
quamquam diverse quodam negoUo destinatus; re* 
pentina tamen facie permotus, noit enim deterritus, 
recolena festiustiouis suae delictum et cetera couse- 
quenter suspicatus sagaciter, extemplo sumpta 
iamiliari oonstantia, dimods aervulia iovadit cuRi 
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of tbe ebamber. Wh«Q at last Mjrrnex had fitted 
tbe ke^ into tbe lock and opened the door to bis 
master that still threatened terriUj W all the gods, 
and had let bln lo, be went into t^e chamber to 
hJa wife^ in the mean while Mvrmea let out Pbllc* 
sitheriii, and when he had seen ^in pass tbe thresh¬ 
old, he barred the doors safe, and went to bed, 
fearn^ nothing. 

"The next morning, when Barberue was about 
leaving bis cltamber, he perceived two unknown 
slippers lying under his bed, in tbe which PhiIo< 
sitberus had entered the uight before. Then he 
eoneeived a great suspicion and jealousy io bis 
mind: bowbeit, he would not discover his heait's 
sorrow to his wife, neither to any other of his house* 
hold, but putting secretly the sfippers in bis bosom, 
commanded bis other servants to bind Myrmex 
incontinently, and to bruig him (Quickly bound to 
the justice after him, gi^tanlng wailing inwardly 
witbin hUnself, and linking verily that by the 
means of tbe sUp]iers he migltt track out the matter. 
It fortuned Chat while Barhams went through tbe 
street towards tbe justice with a countenance of fury 
and rage, and Myrmex fast bound followed him 
weepiug, not yet because he was found guilty before 
the master, but by reason he knew his own con¬ 
science guilty and therefore he cried bitterly and 
called upon the mercy which availed him nothing, 
behold, by adventure Philesitherus (going about 
other earnest business) fortuned to meet theixi by 
the way; who, fearing the matter which be ao 
suddenly saw, yet not utterly dismayed, remembering 
tlrnt which be had forgotten in his haste, and coi\- 
jecturing the rest, did suddenly Invent a mean, for 
that he was of great confidence and present mind, 
S B 
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Buiarao cl&ittore M^rmccem pu^isqae mftUs eius 
d^caeiiter^ obtuodeos, * At te' inquit' Hequissimum 
et periuTum CAput, dominus i»te tuns et cuncU caeli 
nurema, quae dei«nndo temere devoraeti, ptssimum 
pessime perduint, qui de b&lneis soleaa heateraa die 
mihi furatus ea. Dignus Herculc; dignui qoi et ista 
vincula coatcras et iosupcr carcerie ctuim tenebras 
peifema.' Hac opportuna follaeia vigorati luveois 
ioductuS; immo sublatus et ad credulitatem delapsos 
Barbarua, posduninio dcmum ngrtsstis, vocato Mjr^ 
mecc aoleaa iltaa oScreos et ignovit ex animo et uti 
domino redderet, cui snrripucra^ suatiL” 

2S Hacteaua adhuc anicula gameiite auscipit mulier: 
" Beatam Ukat quae btm constautk sodalis libertate 
fhiitui! At eg;o mlsella moke etkm sonum et ecce 
ilJiua acabioai anoi fkciem timentem famtUareoi in^ 
ddi." Ad haec aous: ‘^lara tibf ego probe auaauin et 
confirmatem animi amatorem illom alacrem vadimo* 
niom aktam/' et insuper condJcta veapertina regrea- 
atone cubiculo koeaait At pudica uxoratatim eeoae 
sairsrea comparat, vina pretioaa defaecat, pulroenU 
reoenlia tuccetis temperat mensa l&rgiter inatructa. 
Deoique ut del cuioadam adventua, aic expecUtur 
adulUrii nam et opportune maritua forie apod 
proximom cenitabat. Brgo tgltur metia die * 

' Tli« tfSS have akeuwr, vhich muatsuralT be wrong, and 
Prieaeu» augseakd I havd, with eome diffi* 

deoca, wrftteM daMania**. 

a The USS have ewndte; but the old woioao hae just said 
that abe will be baek at eveoiog, ao that I have priaiad 
Hein's eoiaadiidoB. 
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to excuse Mjrmex; for he thnut ew&y the sleres 
aad ren upon him end beet bim Tvildlj about 
the head with bis Bsts^ saying: *Ah, mischievous 
varlet that thou art, end perjured knave, it were a 
good deed if thy master here would put thee to 
death, aad all the gods whom thou hastily 
swallowed down with thy false swearing, for thou an 
worthy to be inpnsoned in a dark dungeon, and to 
wear out these irons, that stolest my slippers away 
when tbou wert at the baths yesternight/ Barbarus, 
hearing these words, was utterly convinced and 
deceived by the timely subtlety of that clever 
youth, and returned inoonUnently borne, ar>/^ calling 
his servant Myimex, forgave him and commanded 
him to deliver the slippers again to the right owner, 
whence be bad stolen the same." 

The old woman bad scarce finished ber tale, 
when the baker's wife began to sey: Verily she 
u blessed, and most blessed, that hath the free 
fruition of so worthy a lover; bat as for me, poor 
wretch, 1 am fallen into the hands of a coward, 
wbo is afraid every clap of tbe mill, and dares do 
nothing before the blind face of yonder scabbed 
ass." Tbcn the old woman answer^ : "I promise 
you certmnly, if you will, you shall have this yonng 
inan, that is firm and constant of mind, as weu 
as smart and brisk, at your pleasui’e this very even> 
Sng," and therewithal sbe departed out of the 
ehamber, appointing to return at night. In the 
mean season, the beer's chaste wife made ready a 
lordly supper with abundance of wbie and exquisite 
fore, fresh meat and gravy, and waited for the coming 
of the young man as for some god: for it happened 
by good fortune that her busb.md sui>ped at a 
fuller’s that lived next door. When, therefore. 
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propinqijant« belcio tsndetn AbMlutiu refectaic^ue 
secure reddHiu ncn Hercule l^wrie libertatero 
gratnlabar. qaam quod revelsUs lurabiibus libcre 
lam eoactas facinotcaae ronberis artes prospectare 
poteram. Sol ipsum quidem deLapsus Oceanum 
fiubterrcnas orUs plazas iHuminabat, et ecce oequlasi- 
mse anus adbaerens lateri temervius adulter ad- 
venUt, puer admodum et adhuc lubrico genarum 
iplendore conspicuua, sdbuc adulteros ipse delectana: 
huQc taulQs admodum savils exceptum malier cenam 
S8 iubei paratam accumbere. Sad ut primum occur- 
soiiam pottonera et incboatum gpjstam extremis 
lal^ contjngebat adulesceos, mullo celerius opinioue 
rediexis maritos adventat. Tudc uxor egregia diras 
detotioiies in eua deprccata et crurum ei ^gium 
aboninata, essaagui formidme trepldantem adul- 
terum alveo ligneo, quo frumenta confosa purgari 
eonsuerant; temere propter laccati suppoatum 
abscondit, ingenitaque astutia disaimulato tan to 
flagiUOj uitrepidum meiiUta vultum^ percontatur de 
marito, cur utiquc contubemalls artissirai deserta 
eenula praematurus alToret At die dolenti prorsifs 
animo suspirans assidue, '*Ne&riuin'* iuquit '^£t 
extremum Acinus perditae fecriUuie tolerare nequiens 
fbga me proripui. Hem qualis, dii boxd, matroira, 
quam lida quamque sobria turpissimo se dedecore 
fbedaviti iuro per iatam ego sanctam Cererem, 
me nunc etiam mels oculia de tali muliere minus cre¬ 
dere.” His instijicta verbis xnariti aadacissima uxor 
Vi6 
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the dftj was coming towaird^ Its term, so that my 
harness sliould he taken off and that I should rest 
m)?$eif in peace, T was not so joyful of my liberty, as 
that the veil being taken from mine eyes, I should 
see all the abomination of this mischievous quean. 
When night was come and the eun gone down 
beueatli the sea to lighten the under part of the 
earth, behold the old bawd and the young lover at 
her side came to the door; and he seemed to me 
but a boy, by reason that his cheeks were yet smooth 
and bright, and very pleasant: tl)eD the bakcr^s wife 
kissed him a thousand times, and receiviog him eour* 
teously, ]>l4ced him down at the table. But lie liad 
scarce taken any first draught nor eaten the first 
morsel, when the good man (contrary to Ills wife's 
expectation) returned home, for she th might he 
would not have come so soon; but, Lord, how she 
cursed him, good woman, praying God that he might 
break his legs at the first entry in. In the mean 
season she caught her lover, that was now very pale 
and tremblujg, and tlirust him into the bin that lay 
near by some chance, where she accustomed to sift 
her flour, and <ii&sembling her wickedness by her 
wonted craft, put on a firm countenance and asked 
of her busbanu why he came boiue so soon, and left 
the supper of Ills dear friend so early. " I could not 
abide,*' quoth he, deeply aigbu^, “To see so great a 
mischief* and wicked x&ct which my neighbour s wife 
committed, but I must ruu away. Oil, how good and 
trusty a matron she seemed, but what*a harlot Is she 
become, and how she {lath dishonoured her husband i 
I swear by this goddess Ceres that if I had not seen 
it with mine eyes I would never have believed It." 
His wife, made desirous by his words to know the 
matter, desired him to tell what she had done; and 
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Aosceudaft rci cupieos Don cessat obtundere totan 
prorsus a phndpio fabuTam promoret: nec de- 
stitit, donee eius voluutati suecuboit maritua et 
ate, ignania saorum, domoa alienae percenaet in- 
fortunium : 

£4 Contubemalis mei fullonU uxor, alloguiD servati 
pudorls, at vsdebatur, femina, quae semper aecuodo 
roDiore glorlou Lareoi cnaritl pudiee gubemabat, 
occulta Jibidine prorampit in adtilterom quern piara: 
euoique furtivoa aiiiplexua obi ret assldnc^ ipso illo 
denique momento, quo nos lauti cenam petebamus^ 
cum eodem iUo iuvene misceWturiDVenerem. Ergo 
nosUa repoDte turbata praeaentia^subitario dacta con- 
silio, eundem iUumsubiectaiDcontegitvimiQea caves, 
quae ^tiom fleau tereti in rectum ag^erata cumulum 
lacinias dreumdatas suffusa candido fumo sulpbuWg 
inalbabat, eoque iam, ut sibi videbator, tutiirime ce* 
lato meesam nobiscum secure parttcipat. Interdom 
acerrimo gravique odore sulphorU iuvenis meacatus 
atqae obuubilatus intercluso spiritu diffluebat, utque 
eat ingeiiium vivacU raetaHi, erebras el aternu- 

95 tatiooes cammovebat. Atque ut primuro e regione 
muHerls pone Urgum eius maritus acceperat 
soiium stemutationis—quod enini putaret ab ea pro* 
fectum^^olito sermone salutem el fucrat ioiprecatus, 
et itemto rursum et frequentato aaepius, donee rei 
aimietate commotus quod res erat tandem suspioa- 
tur, et impulsa meaaa protenus remotaque cavea ptO' 
dudt hoodaem crebros auhelitus aegre redactem; 
inflamuatusque indlgnatione contumeliae gladlum 
flag!tans iugulare moriturun) geatiebat, ni respecto 
commuoi perlculo vix eum ab impetu furioso eohib. 
uissem, asseverans brmd abaqne noxa nostri suapte 
iairaicarD eius violentia sulphurU peritururo: neo 
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she ceased net to uj^e btra until be accorded to the 
request of bis wife, and ignorant of the state of bis 
Own house, declared the ralschanee of soother. 

“ You shall understand,” said he, " That the wife of 
the fuller my eompanioo, who seemed to be a wise 
and chaste woman, regarding ber own honesty and 
the profit of her bouse, had begun secretly to fove a 
knave, and did often meet him: and this very nJgbt, 
aa we eame back to supper from the bathe, he and 
she were together. Then she was troubled by our 
sudden presence and thrust him into a mew made 
with twigs, built up high with rods woven in and 
out, and appointed to lay on clothes to make them 
white with the smoke aiid fume of brimstone: and 
so he being very safe hidden therein (as she thought) 
she sat wlm ui at the table to colour the matter. In 
the mean seaiou the youtig man, covered Ux the mew, 
coukl not forbear oft eiicesitigi by reason of the sharp 
smoke, for ho was wholly surrounded and choked witn 
the heavy fumes of this lively sublimate. The good 
man, thinking it had been hie wife that sneesea (for 
the noise thereof eame from behind her back) cried, 
as they are wont to say, 'Christ help' \ but when he 
sneosed more aud more, he suspected the matter, 
and willing to know who It wasi rose, pushing back 
tho table, and went to the mew, where*he fi>und the 
young man now choked well nigh dead with smoke. 
When he understood the whole matter he was ao 
inflamed with auger at this outrage that he called 
for a sword to kill him : and undoubtedly he bed 
eo done, had uot X birdly restrained bis violent 
bands from bis purpose, that Lad brought danger nnto 
us all, assuring him that bis enemy would die with 
the force of the brimstone without any harm which 
be might get fnm IE: howbelt, my words woald 

459 



LUCIUS APULEIUS 

suadelA sed ipaius rei necessitate lenitus, quippe 
iaiD semiviTiim iHuoi in prosumuni deportatangipor* 
toro. Turn uxorem eius taciCe suasi ae deniqqe per- 
snsai secederet peululum atque ultra limen taberoae 
ad quampiam tajitiaper famliiarem aibi muUerem mi- 
graret,^ quoad spatio fervens mariti aedaretur animaa, 

J di tanto ealore Untaque rabie perculsus non erat 
ubiua aliquid etiam de tt auaque eoniage trutins 
prcpfecto cogitare. Talium coatubemaDa epularuxn 
taedio fugatus Larem revenl meum.” 

$6 Haec recenaeute pistore iamdudum procax et 
temeraria leulier verbis execrantibua fuDonia illius 
detestabatur uxorem, illam perfidara, iUara impuOi- 
cam, deniqtie univerai sexus grande <iedeciis, quae 
euo pudore postpoaito torique genialis oalcato foe- 
dere Larem mariti lupanari macidasset infamiiK iam- 
qne perdita nuptae dignitate prostitutae sibi nemen 
Msciverit: addebat et tales oporiere vivaa exuri femi- 
naa. Bt tamen taciti vuloehs et suae aordidae coo- 
acieiiiiae commoDita, quo maturius stupratorem suum 
tegminU crucUtti Uberaret, ideotidem suadebatmari- 
turn temperids qnieti declare. At ille, utpote io- 
tercepta cena profugerat prorsua leiuiius, mensaoi 
potius coaster postulabat. Appooebat ei propere, 
quamvis inviU mulier, quippini deetinatnra alii: sed 
mi hi penila carpebaotur praecordis et praecedeos 
fadous et praeaentem deterrimae feminue conatan- 
tiam eogitantl meeumque sedulo deliberabam, si quo 
modo possem, detectis ae I’evelatis fraud! bus, auxfllum 
loeo perhtbere domino, illumque, qui ad iostar teatu- 
cJiois alveucQ suceubabat, dejmiso tegmioe cuoctia 
$7 {talam facere. Sic herili contumella me cruclatum 
taodem oaelestis respexit providentia: nam senex 

' A r«rb amios Co bav^ dropped osl of tbs («x(. Uiffrarti 
is van dw Vlies’s luf^'MCioo. 
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not ftppease his fiuy, but 4 $ oecessiiv required he 
took tJie jouug mao weU nigb choked, ana earned 
him out at tKe doors to the nearest laoe. In the 
mean season I counselled his wife and did persuade 
her to leave hla shop and absent herself at some 
neighbour's house till the cboler of her husband was 

E lded, lest he should be moved against her, and 
ler some harm and to himself also. And so being 
wcarr of tbelr supper, I forthwith returned home." 

when the baker had told this tale, his impudent 
and rash wife began to curse and abhor the wife of 
the fuller, calling her whore and slianeless, and a 

! ;roat shame to all the sex of women, In that she 
tad lost all modesty, broken the bond of ber hus¬ 
band’s bed, turned his house into e bawdy-house, 
and had lost the dignity of o s]>o\ise to become an 
harlot: and said that siicli women were worthy to 
be burned allvo. But knowing her own guilty coi\- 
telenee and proper whoredom, that she might the 
sooner save her lover f^om hurt lying In the mn, she 
willed her husband uow curly to go to bed, but he, 
having lost his supper and eaten nothing, said gently 
that he would sup ^fore he went to rset: wherefore 
she was compelled, though very unwilling, to set 
sueh things on the table as she had prepared for her 
lover. But I was much troubled in heart, as con¬ 
sidering the past gi’eat mischief of this wicked quean 
and her present obstinacy and impudence, and de¬ 
vised with myself how 1 might help ray muter by 
revealing the matter, and by kicking away the cover 
of the bin (where like a snail the yoaog man was 
couched) make her whoredom apparent and known. 
As 1 was tormented brthe Insult put upon my roaster, 
at length 1 was aided by the providence of God, for 
there wu a lame old man to whom the custody of 
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cl&ddiu, Cui nMtr* tutela permissa fuerat^ uidv^rsa 
nos iomenta, id hon iam postulante; ad Ucuxn proxu. 
mum bibocdi causa prominabat. Quae rea 

eptabssimam mibi vlndietae submioistravit occa* 
aionem : namque praatergrediens obaereates axtre^ 
mus adulteri digitos* qut per ajtgnstias oavi tegmlnU 
prominebaot; obliquats atque iofesta uagula ccm> 
presses usque ad sumjnam minuties conterO; donee 
iatolenbiU dolore commotitS; aublato flebili elamoret 
repulsoque et abiecto alveo, eonspectui pro&no red- 
ditus acaenam propudioaae muJiem patefecit Keo 
tanen piator daraiio pudicitiae magoopere commotus 
exsangui pa}iore trepidantem puerum sereoa ironte 
et propitiate facie commulceiis iocipit: "Nibil triste 
de me tibi, tiUj metuas. Mon sum barbarua nec 
agresti morem squalore pneditua, nee ad exem- 
plum nacdoae tniculentiae sulpluins te letali fumo 
necabo, ac ne iujis quidem severiUte lege de adul- 
terils ad discrimeo vocabo capids tarn venuatum tarn* 
que pulehellum puellum^ sed plane cam uxore mea 
partlario tractabo; nee Tierciscondae famdiae &ed com- 
mujii diriduado formula duxticabo, ut sine alia eoQ. 
troversia vel diaaenaione tribus nobis in imp eoDTeniat 
lectulo. Nam et ipse semper cum maa eociuge tam 
concorditer vixi, ut ex secta prudentium eadem nobis 
ambobus placerent Sed nec aequitas ipsa patitur 
babere plua auctoritatis axorem quam maritom," 
Tails senaonis blanditie cavillatum deducebat ad 
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XU wu committed, that drove me, poor ess, aad the 
other horses in a herd to the vater to drink, and 
the time xvaa then come > then had 1 ^ood occasion 
ministered to jny revenge, for as I passed hy 1 per¬ 
ceived the fingers of the yonng unui in the narrow 
space under tne side of the bin, sjxd lifting up my 
heels I spumed the flesli thereof with the force of 
my hoofs, and crushed them email, where b; the great 

S iio thereof he was compeUed to crv out, ami to tnrow 
own the bin on the ground, an^ so tlic whoredom 
of the baker's wl& was known and revealed. The 
baker, seeing this, was little moved st the dishonesty 
of his wife, but he took the young man, \wIo and 
trembling for fear, by the hand, and with eold and 
courteous words spaiee In this sort; ''Fear not say 
trouble from me, my son, nor think that I am ic 
barbarous or uruel or rustical a person that 1 would 
stiAe thee with the smoke of sulphur, ns our neigh¬ 
bour the fuller accustometb, nor will I putiisb thee 
ecoord to the rigour of the Julian law, which com- 
mandeth that uaulterers should be put to death. 
No, no, I will not execute any cruelty againat 
so fUr snd comely a young man as you be, 
but we will divide our pleasure between us; 
1 will Cut sue tlice fur a uivlslun of our luherU 
taiice, but we will be equal partners by tlie 
sharing all three of one bed. For uever hath 
there been any debate nor dissension between 
me and my wife, but both of us may be emitented, 
for I have always lived with her ia such tranquillity 
that BCcording to the saying of the wise men, the 
oue hath sai^ that the other holdeth for law; but 
indeed equity will not suAer but that the liusband 
should bear more authority than the wife.” With 
these and like smooth and jesting words he 
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tonuB R&leatem paeruD, scquenteui tamtn, et pudl- 
cissuDA ilJa Qxore altrorsot disci usa solus ipse cam 
pue>^ Cubans gra tisrima eorraptariun naptistrum vin> 
dicta perfruebatur, Sed cura primuro Yota aclU lucida 
diem pcpevit, vocatis duobus e famllia valldiaslmis, 
(juam altis^me subUto piiero, ferula nates eius obver- 
berans, “Tn autem/’ inquit "I'am mollis ac tener 
et admodum poer, defraudatis amatoribus acUtls 
tu&e iloTe> nuHeres appetis atque eas liberas et con* 
uuhia lege aociata comimpis et intempesCivum tibi 
noraen adulteri viodicas?'* His et plaribiis verbis 
compellaCuRi ct iosuper affalim plagis caaCigatum 
forinsectts abicit; at ille ndulteronim omnium fortiS' 
slraos iosperata ]>otitus salute; tanien nates Candidas 
illas noclu diuque diropCus, maerens prafugit: jiec 
setins pistor ille nuntium remisit uxori eamque pro* 
Sp tinus de sua proturbavit doino. At ilia praeter gcnu- 
ioam nequiCiam coQtumelia etiam, quamvfs iusta, 
tameo altius commota atque exasperate ad arraillujn 
revertitar ct ad familiares fcinioarum artes accen* 
ditur, magnaque cura requisitam reteratricem quan* 
dam feminam, quae devotionlbus ac maleiiciis quid* 
vis efficcre posse credebatur, multis exorat predbus 
cQultisque sufiarclnat muneribus; altenim de duobus 
postulans; vcl rursum mitigato conciliari marito, vel 
si id iiequiverit; certe larva vel aliqiio diro aumine 
inunisso violeuter eius expugnari spiriCum. Tunc 

> ^lio^a'sootato thapoMS^isirort&rot traafcriptloo ; 
** Ib like sort do mMof aoiradsT* (o to wise voman trhjch are 
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Ud Ifouog m«n to bis cbsmber, and dosed 
bis wife in another chunber, wbercbj be might 
revenge his euemy at his pleasure. On the next 
morrow when the sun's rejs did first usher in 
the daj, be called two of the most sturdiest eeiv 
vemta cf hie house, who hoist up the young nan 
while be scourged bis buttocks well-fbvouredly with 
rods like a child. When he had well beaten nim he 
said : “ Art thou not ashamed, tbou that art so 
tender and delicate a boy, to refuse the lovers of 
thine own budding age, and to d^aire the violation 
of honest marriages, aod de&me thyself with wicked 
living, whereby ^ou bast gotten the name of an adul* 
terer P" And so be whipped biro again and chased 
him out of his house: the young man, the bravest of 
all adulterers, ran away, despmringof bis life, and did 
nothing else, save only bewail bis striped and aching 
buttocks. Soon after the baker sent one to his wife 
who divorced her away in his name: but she, beside 
her own natural misebief (offended at this cootumely, 
though she had worthily deserved the same) had 
reooxirse to wicked arts tnd trumpery * that women 
use, never ceasing till she bad found out an en* 
chactress, who (as It was thought) could do wbat she 
would with her sorcery conjuration. The baker's 
wife began to entreat ber, promising that she would 
largely recompense her. If she could bring one of 
these two things to pass, either to make that her 
husband might be reconeiled to her again, or else, if 
he would not agree tliereto, to send some ghost or 
devil into him to dispossess the spirit of her husband, 
vitehaa, whao tiwy bavs lost litrar spooas, or bars tb«ir 
catUa hurt to SMk. rsmedy, but to seek redress by such msaus 
U Uck of faidi, wbeu tbey forsake Ood sad run help to the 

dsvli, i^th whom, ai 8, Autustlne saystb, they shall be 
danmed." 
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sagA ilia et divlni poteos primU adhuc armls faoi- 
oorosae disclpluiae suae velitatur et vehementer 
ofienaum inaiiti fleotere att^ue lu amorera irD}>ellere 
eonatur aiiitaum. Quae ree cum ei sequins ac rata 
fuerai proveniret, indignata numinlbue, et praeter 
praemil destinatum comperdium coutemptlone etiara 
stimuUta, ipsi Jam mi$erricni maritl inciplt Isuntuere 
caplti, ombrainque viol enter peremptae mulieris ad 
exitium eius instigare. 

' so Sed £)rsiUii lector scrupulous repreheodeiis oar. 
ratujB meum sic argucnerit&beHs: ” Unde autem tu, 
istutule asine, intra tercninos pistriin contectus, 
quid secrete, ut afGimas, miiMeres gessennt scire 
potuisti ^ *’ Aoeipe igitur quemadmodum liorao 
cuiiosus lumenU faciem sustioeos cuncta quae 
in pemiciem pistoris mei gesta sunt cognovi. 
Diem feme circa mediam rei)ente intra pistrinum 
mulier reatu minque tristltie deformis apparuic, 
flebili cejituncule semiamicla, nudls et iotectis 
pedibus, lurore busee macleqoe foedata, et dis- 
cerptae comae somicenae sordentes in8]>ersu cincris 
pleramque eius aoteventulae contegebont foelem. 
Haee talis manu pisteri clementer iniecta, quasi 
quippiam secrete colloeutura in suued sibi cubJcoJum 
deducit eum et adducta fore quam diutisslme de- 
oomtar. Sed cum esset tri* cozifectucn emne fhi> 
mentum, quod inter manus opi£ces Oactaveranl, 
necessarieqac j>eti dcberet nliud, servuli cubiculum 
prepter adMante« deminum vociibnnt operique 
supplemeutum postuUbauC: atque ut Ulis saepicule 

eed 
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Then the witch with her aboininable sdeace began 
at first to coojure with the llg;hter arts of her wicked 
practice, a')d to make her cererao&iea to turn the 
offended heart of the baker to the love of his wife: 
but all was in tain; wherefore an^^ with her gods, 
and considering on the one side Uist she could not 
bring her purpose Co pass, and on the other side the 
lose of her gain and the little account that was made 
of her science, she began to aim against the life of 
the baker,threateningtosend an ili spirit of a certain 
woman that hod died violently to kill hint hy mean 
of her conjurstiona 

But peraclventure some scrupulous reader may 
demand me a question, how I, being an asi, and tied 

always within the walls of tlie otllI*houie, could be 
so cfever as to know the secrets of these women: 
learn tlieo^ I answer, notwltlislanding my shape of 
an ass, yet having tlie seeie and knowledge of a 
man« how I did eunoiisly find out and know out such 
injuries as were done to my master. About noon 
there came suddenly u woman into the mill-house, 
very sorrowful, clothed In wretched lags, and in 
gloomy garb like tliose that are accused of a erime, 
naif Duked and with bare and unshod feet, meagre, 
eveeeding pale and thin» IlUfavoured, and her hair, 
which was growing towsrds wliite, mixed with cinders 
and scattering u^>on her face. This woman gently 
took the bekor by the hand, and feigning that she 
bad some secret matter to tell him, led him into his 
chamber, where they remained a good space with 
closed doors. But when all the corn was ground 
that was ready to hand, and the servants were com¬ 
pelled to call their master to give them more, they 
called very often at bis chamber door, and asked that 
they miglit have further matter for their labour. 
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et intervoc&Iiter ckzaaDtibits nullus respondit 
dommuA, jRio foreiD puIsAre VAlldiuB et, quod dUi- 
geotisime fuerat oppesBulata, maius peiueque aliquid 
opioastes, nisu Talido reduoto vel diffncto eardine 
tandejn patefaciunt aditiim. Sec uspiain reperta 
ilia muliere videot e quodam tigillo coDstrictuin iaoi' 
que exaoiaem pendere dominum ; eumque nodo 
cervias abaolutum detractumque 8^mrD^8 plangoribus 
suomisque lamectatiombua atque ultliao lavacro 
precurant, peractisque feralibus officlls frequent! prO' 
SI sequente coxaitatu tradunt sepulturae. Die eequenti 
filia eiua accurrit e proxumo eaatello, in quod pridem 
deoupsent, maeata atque crines pendulos quatieos et 
interdum pugnia obtuadena ubera; quae nullo quidem 
domus infortuxuum suntiante cuncta cognorat) sed ei 
per qiiietem dbtuJit seae flebllls patria sui faeies, 
adHuc nodo reviocta cemce^ eique totum novercae 
Bcelus aperuitj de adulterio^ de maleficio, ei quemad- 
modum larvatus ad inferos demeasaet Ea cum se 
diuttno plangore cructasset, cnncursu familiaruun 
cohibita tandem paimot luctui fecit: lamque nono 
die rite completis apud tumulum sollemnibua 
familiaoi supeilectilemque et omnia iumenta ad 
bemditariaiD deduclt auctioneoi: tunc unum Intern 
Taiie dUpergit venditionia incertae licentioaa fortune. 

Me denlque ipsum paupereulus quidam hortulanua 
comparat quinquaginta nummis, rangno, ut aiebaC, 
8S sed ut communi labore vlctum sibl quaereret. Res 
ipsa mihi poscare vldetur ut buiua quoqueaerntilcnei 
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But when no penon ^ve an$weir to their often and 
loud crying, tliey knocked louder to none effect: 
then they began to mUtruet, In so much that with 
great pushing tJtey brake open the door, which was 
'itrj closely Mired; but when they were eome In, 
tliey could not dnd the woman, but only their master 
hanging dead upon a rafter of the chamber. Tliere' 
upon they cried and lamented greatly, and took his 
body from the noose; and according to the custom, 
whon they Imd mourned him much and washed the 
body,thev performed all tho funeral rites and buried 
him, mucii people attending. The next morrow the 
daughter of the baker, which was married but a little 
before to one of the next village, came erylng with 
hair awry and beating her breast: not because she 
heard of the sad fortune of her bouse by themesMige 
of any mun, but because her father's lumentalde 
spirit, with a halter about his neck, apjwared to her 
In the night, declaring the whole circumstsnce of 
the matter; c^ the wickedness of her stepmother snd 
her whoredom, of the witehcraft end how by en* 
chantmeut he was descended to hell, Alter that she 
had lamented a good sj>ace, and was then somewhat 
comforted by the servants of the house snd had 
ceased tbeiTOinai, and when nine days were expired, 
and ell was duly done at the tomb, as inheritress to 
her father "he sold away all the substanee of the 
house, both slaves and furniture and beasts, whereby 
the goods of one household chanced by the oporation 
of fortune into divers men's hand". 

There was a poor gardener amongst the rest, which 
bought me for the sum of fifty pence, which seemed 
to him e great price, but he tftougbt to gain it again 
by the common travail of himself and me. The 
matter requireth to tell likewise, how 1 was handled 
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djsdplirukm exjjoojiin. Mitutino me multis holeribua 
.onustum proxumAm civitAtein dvducere consuerat 
doifiiiiu5 atque ibt venditonbuA tiedita merce dorsum 
io&idecs meum sic bortum rediie. Ac dum ^xiiins^ 
dum irtigans ceteroque incarms labore deservK, ego 
taniisper otiosus pJacida quiete recreabar. Sed ccce 
sideram ordinatis ambagibus per 1101061*08 dierum ae 
nensuiim remeaos anatu, post mustulentaa aotumru 
delioias ad biberoas Caprieoroi pruioas dcflcKCrat et 
assiduia pluriis noctumiaqoe rorationibus sub dio et 
lAtecto cooclusus stabulo coatiouo discraciabar frigore, 
quippe cum meus domiaos prae oloiia paupertate ne 
sibi quldecD; neduio mihi posset strameo aliquod vel 
eaigouni tegiincD parare, sed frondoso easulae eon- 
teotus umbraculo degeret Ad hoc aiatutizio latus 
oimis frigidum gelusque praeacuta frusta oudis 
invadcns pedibus eniteWr, ac oe suetis saltern clbariis 
veatrem meum replere poteram; namque et mibi et 
ipsi domino ceoA par ac siraiUs, oppido tameo teouij 
^erat, lactucae veteres et iixsaaves illae, quae seminia 
eoormi seoecta ad instar scoparum in amanm caeoosi 
succus cariem exolescunt. 

SS Nocte qaadam pater^roilias quidam de page 
proxumo teaebrls Inluniae c&Uginis impeditns et 
unbre oimio made&ctus, atque ob id ab itioere 
directo cohibttos, ad bortulum oostrura iam fesso 
equo deverterat reoeptusque comiter pro tempore, 
licet non delicate, oeocasario taraen quietis subsidio, 
xemunerari benigiiotn bosptem cupiens promlttit ei 
de praediis suit sese daturum et fruioeotl et olivi 
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iQ hU service. This gAtdener soeusComed to drive 
me eveiy moniD^ l&den with herbs to the cert 
Tillage, and there, vheo he had sold his herbs, he 
would mount upon my back and return to the garden. 
Now while he digged the ground, ajjd watered the 
herbs, and bent himself to his other business, 1 did 
nothing but repose myself with great ease; but when 
the signs of heaven were turned In their ordained 
eourseii and the Tear In due order passed by dsys 
and by months iVom tho pleasant delights of t^e 
autumn unto Capricorn, with sharp hail, rain, and 
wlntiy frosts, I iiad no stable, but standing olways 
under a hedgeside, beneath the unceasing rain and 
the dews of night, was well nlgb killed with cold; 
for Riy master was so poor that he had no lodging 
for himself, much letslm had any litter or place to 
cover me withal i but he himself always lay under a 
little roof, aliadowed and covered wlt^ boughs. In 
the morning when 1 walked, 1 no shoee to my 
hoofs to pass upon the sharp ice and fros^ mire, 
neither could I fill my boUy with meat as f accuR> 
tomed to do ; &r my master and 1 inpned together 
ar^ had bo^ one fare,a)id It was very slender, since 
we had nothing elee saving old and unsevouir salada, 
which were suffered to grow fbr seed, like long 
brooms, and all their sweet mp and juice had become 
bitter and stinking. 

It fortuied on a day that an honest man of the 
next village waa benighted, and constraiued, by I’easOQ 
of the rain and that It was dark without moon, to 
lodge (his horse being very weary) la our garden; 
where although be was but meanly received,yet served 
well enough considering time and neceesl^. This 
honest mao, to recompense our kindly entertainment, 
promised to give my master some com, oil, and two 
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aliquid et 4mplius duos vini oados. X^c momtus 
meu$ SAcculp et utribue vaculs secum apporUtis 
nudae spma« mea« resident ad sezagesimum stadium 
profectionenk cotapataL £o confacto viaa spatio 
perv«nin3iia ad pnedictos agree, ibique statiis meuzu 
dominozB comia boapes opipari pmndio partidnat. 
Itmque iis pocuJis mutnia altercautibus mirabilc 
prorsus evenit osUntum. Una de cetera cohorte 
gallina per ceediaza cursitaus aream clungore geniimo 
velut ovu» parerc gestieiu perscnabat Bra suua 
domiuus intueos " 0 bona ” inquit Aucillji et satis 
fecuuda quaemnlto iam tempore cotidlanieDOspartu* 
bus sagbiasti 1 Nunc etlara eosdtaa, ut video, gutu- 
lom nobis pTaep>anire." Et" neua ” ujquit " ruer, 
calatlium ntui gallinaceo destinatura aiigulo aoUto 
collocato.” Ita uti fuerat iossum prociirante puero, 
gallina oousuetae lecUcuIae aptoto cublH ante ipws 
pedes domiol praematuram sed magno prorsus 
futaruiu scrupulo prodldit parturn: non eoim ovum, 
quod Mimus mud, sed piuula et unguibus et oculls et 
vocc etiam perfeetum edidit puUuot, qui matrem 
94 ^uam coepit oontiuuo comitari. Nec co setius longe 
maiua ostentum, ct qiu^d omnos merito perbor> 
rescereot, ezoritur : sub ipsa eoim mensa, quae reli> 
quias prandii gerebat, terra debiscena hnitus largi^ 
»imum emicuit sanguinis fimtem ^; bine resultantes 
uberrimae guttae mensam oruore perspergunt. 
Ipaoque UIo momento, quo stupore denxi rolrantur 
ac trepidant dlvioa praesagia, conenrrit uoua e cella 
vinarla nuntlans omae vii\umj quod olira dlSusiim 
&emt, in omnibus doliis ferveoti calore et prorsus 
ut igne copioso subdito rebulUre. Vlaae ioterea 

' USS/nr. liut aa accusative U asesacar^, as f etaubenlg 
aa*, uolaaa w« rexd deAuMnCr aod taking Cerrs as 

•n ablativr. 
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bottles of wine: therefore 1 x 17 master, cot delaying tbe 
matter, Isded me with a saelc and empty bottles, and 
sat upon my bare back and rode to the town, which 
was seveu miles olT. When we came to the honest 
man's fiirm, he entertoiued and feasted my master 
exceedingly; and it fortuned while they ate and 
drank tog^ber i)i great aroi^, tliere chanced a 
strange and dreadfen case; for there was 0 hen 
which ran cackling about fclie yard, even as though 
she would have laid an egg; the good man of the 
house, perceiving her, sai^ : "O good and ])rufltable 
pullet, that now for so long hast fed us every day 
with thy fruit, thou seemest as though Chou wouklit 
give US some pittance for our dliiiier. Oh, boy, jiut 
the pannier in the aecuitomed comer that the hen 
may lav/’ Tlien the boy did as his masCer coin> 
manded^, but the ben, fonnklng her accustomed 
litter, came towards her master, and laid at hia feet 
an 0 Aping too early indeed, and one that should 
betoken gn^at ill tc como; for It was not an egg 
whleh every man hnowetb, but a chicken, with 
feathers, claws, and eyes, nay eveo with a voice, 
which incontinently rta peeping after his dame. 
Ry and by happned a nmre strange tiling which 
would cause any man to abhor; for under ihc very 
table whereon was the rest of Chclr meat, the ground 
opened, and there appeared a great well and fountain 
of blood, in so much that the drops thereof sprinkled 
about the table. At the same time, while they 
wondered at this dreadful sight, and feared that 
which the gods should presage therebv, one of the 
servants came runDlng out of the cellar, and told 
that all the wine, which had long before been racked 
off, was boiled out of the vessels, as though there 
had been some great hre under. By and by without 
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muetolM etimn mortuum serpeiitero fbrinsecus Dior> 
dtous attmhente«, et de ore pastoricii csais viraQS 
exsOiiit ranuU, ipsomque canem qui proxJmua 
tebat aries appetitum unlco monuatraogulavib Haoc 
tot ac t&lia ingenCi pavore dooini ilUus at fanillaa 
toUu4 ad cxtremura atuporeoi deiaearant animos, 
q\iid prius quldva jx)stariuB, quid magis quid minoa, 
ndiuiiium CAeleAiuju leiuendie mfniB quot at qualibua 
35 proatraratur hostiia, Adhuc oronibus e^Lpectatione 
taeterrimae fonnldiuis torpidie accurrit quidaro 
seniilis ntagiiaa at jiostrauus dontuio ilU fuiidorus 
aladas ajinautlana. Namqiie ia adultis iam tiibus 
libana doctrina instructia at varacu&dla praaditls 
vivabat gloriosua His adulaaaentibus erat cum 
quodntu ^dupere modlcae caaulae domino vatus 
faiiiiliaritae; at enira ciu^iilaa parviilue aoutarrainos 
inagiiO:» ct baatos agroa poasidebat vicfuua potans at 
divas etiuvaois^ sed prosapiac maiornm gloria ibala 
utaiis poUensqua &ctioiilbus at cancta facile faaiaos 
in civitate: bic hostiU modo vicini taouU inoursabat 
{4Mperieis i>ecua tnicidando, bovea ablgaodo, fruges 
adbuc immatiiras obterando. laraqua tots fragaUtata 
spvliatum ipsls attam glcbuiia eztarminare gastiabat 
ilijiuraque iDsai comaota quaestione tamm totam 
stbl viddicabat. Tunc agrastis, verecundus abaquio, 
avai’itia divJtia iam spoliatua, ut auo saltern sapulaliro 
{iataraum ratineret ^um, amlcos plurimoa ad de< 
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the hoDte weAseU were seen that drew with thdr 
teeth a dead serpent; and out of the mouth of a 
shepherd's dog leaped a green frog, and immediately 
after a ram that stood haro by leaped upon the same 
dog and strangled him wit!) one bite. All these 
things that happened horribly astooished the good 
man of the house and the residue that were present, 
in 60 much they could not teU how they stood ot 
what to do, which Anttaod which last, w^Jich more 
and which leas, or with what or how many aacridces 
to Appease the anger of the goda 
While every man was thus atrieken In fear of some 
hideous thing that ahould come to pass, heboid one 
brougiit wo^ to the good man of the house of a 
great and terrible rais^p. For he had three sons 
who had been brought up in good literature and 
endued with good manners, in whom he greatly 
gloried. Now they tliree bad great ocqu^iitance 
and anciaut amity with a poor man, whleh was their 
neighbour and dwelled nard by them In a litile 
cottoga. And next unto that littls cottage dwelled 
another young mao vary rich both in lands and goods, 
but ualng ilf the pride of his lilgh descent, very 
factious, and ruling himself In the town accordli>g to 
his owik will. This young roysler did mortally hate 
this poor man, in so much that ho woul<l kill bis 
aheap, steal iiis oxen, and sjioll Ms com and other 
fruits before the ticae of ripeness; yet wae he not 
contented with tbla spoiling of his thrift, but he 
burned to encroach upon the poor man's ground and 
by some empty quarrel of boundaries claimed all hia 
heritage os his own. The poor man, which was very 
8im|)leand fearful, seeing all bis goods taken away 
by the avarice of the rich mau, called togetlier and 
assembled many of hla friends to shew them in much 
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raoostratiouem (iniiua bepid&as ejtijnie corrogar&t: 
adennt inter alio$ tm ilU ^tres cl&dib\i$ amid 
Sd quaatulojD quantulnm ferectes aaxilium. Nee ta- 
men iile ve$auas tantillum praesentia multorum 
d?IURi territos vel etiam confusus, licet non rapiots, 
aaltem verbU temperare voluit $e<I, illb clemeuter 
expostuJantibui fervidosque dus tooi'es blanditiia per- 
mulcentibua, repente suam saonimquo earorurp ealu- 
tem quam aanctlssiioe adinrans assererat parvi se 
pendere tot mediatorum praesentiam ; denique vici- 
aum ilium aurlculia per sues servolos aublatum de 
/■■giilft loogiarime statimque proiectt<m iri: quo dicto 
iDsignia iudigtiado totos audientium pertemptarit aoi- 
moa. Tnnc urus e tnboa fratrlboa incunetanter et 
paulo Uberius reapondit, ^stra eom suis oplbua con* 
A$iim ^raunioa auperbla commlnari, cum alioquin 
pauperes etiam liberali legum praeaidlo de ijuolentia 
locupletiuiR consueverint vindicari. 

Quod oleum damroae, quod sulphur incendio, quod 
dageUum Furiae, hoc at iste semo tniculeotiae horai- 
nia outrimeoto iuit. Zamque ad extremam insauiam 
recora suspeodiurD aese et totia illia et ipaia lagibus 
maodarcprcclamajks, canes pastorieloa villatfeoa, fbros 
atque immanea, assuetos abiecta per agroa essltare 
cadavera^ praeterea etlam transeuntium viatorura 
pasaivia ^ moratbua alumnatos, laiari atque iu eorum 
eaitium inhcrtatos iuimitd praecipit. Qui simu] eigso 

* Colviua' loieniueft auieadatioo ior the 
* 6 $ 
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fear the metes and beuiids of his land, to the end he 
might at least have so much ground of bis father’s 
heritage as might bury him. Amongst whom be 
found these three brethren as friends to help and 
aid hhn as far as they might lu his adversity and 
tribulation. Howbeit tlie presence of all these honest 
citlsena could in no wise persuade or frighten t^if 
readruan to leave his power and extortion, and 
though at the first he did shew temperance in 
his tongue, yet of a sudden, the more they went 
about with gentle words to tell him his faults, 
the more would he fret and ^me, swearing all the 
oaths under God, and pledging his own life and 
his dearest, that be little regarded the presence of 
the whole city, and incontinently he would command 
his servants to take the poor man by tlie ears, and 
carry him out of his eoltage and thrust him afar off. 
This ofibnded oil the itanders<by; and then 

forthwith one of Che brethren spake unto him some* 
what boldly, saying: It is but a folly to have such 
tflitnce In your riches, and to use your tymnnous 
pride to threaten, when as the law is common for the 
poor alike, and a redress may be had by it to suppress 
the insolence of the rich.'* 

These words made his harsh temj^er to burn more 
than oil on Bamee, or brimstone in a fire, or a Fury’s 
scourge ofwhiiw, and he became fbrious to madness, 
saying that they should be all hanged and their laws 
too, before he would be subject to any person : and 
therewithal he called out his bandogs and great 
maatifis that followed the sheep on bis ^rm, which 
accustomed to eat the carrion and carcasses of dead 
beosu in the fields, and had been trained to set upon 
such as passed by the way. These he coxnmanaed 
should be put upon all tbe assistants to tear them in 
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solito pa^torum i&cenai atque inl^aizimsU sunt, furiosa 
rabie conciU «t Istrstibitf etlaoi absonis horribiles, 
eoDt in homines eosque variis aggressi Tuloeribus 
distrahunt ac laceraot, nee fiigientibus saltern cora> 
peseunt sed eo magU iiritatfores sequuotur. Tunc 
inter confertam trepidae raultitudinis fitrogem e tti> 
budiuniOT offenso laplde atque obtunsia digitis terrae 
prosternitur^ saevisque illis ac ferocisslmis canibua la> 
struit ne&riam dapem: protenus eoim nancti prae- 
dam iacentem misernra ilium adnlescentem frusta tun 
diacerpunt Atque ut etas letalem uluUtum cogno> 
vert ceteri fratres, aecurruitt maeati suppetiaa, ob* 
TolutUque laclnia laevis maitibus lapiduxn crebris 
iactibus prQpugnarc fratri atque abigere caoea ag- 
grediuntur. Neotamcneorumferoclam velconterrera 
vel expugoare potuere, quippe cum raiserriraijs adule^ 
scens ultima voce prolate, vindicarent de pollutisslmo 
dlvite mortem fratris iuiiioris, illico laniatusinterlsset. 
Tuoc reliqui fratrea non tam Hercule desperata quam 
ultro neglectasua salute contendunt ad divitem atque 
ardentibus anlmis impetuque veaano Upidibus ert' 
bvis ill eum velitantur. At ille cruentus et multis ante 
fiagUlis similibua exereitatus pereussor inlecta lucea 
duortuD alteram per pectus medium traosadeglt: 
nee tanieii peretajitus ac prorsum exanimatos adule- 
soeuik ille tome concidit; oani telum traasvectura 
Htque ex uiasuna parte pone tergum elapsam soloque 
niaoa violeuCia dedsuni Wgore Ubrato suspendent 
corpus, ^ed et qui<Ucn de »ervulis procerus et 
45d 
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u)d 48 BOOH as they heard the aecu8t«m»d 
$8 of tbdr masters the ahepherds, rai) fiercely upon 
them, roused to madiieas, and barking very horridly, 
invading them on every aide, wounding and tearing 
them, and not sparing even* them that sought to fly, 
in so mucli that Che more they fled to eacape away, 
the more cruel and terrible were the don. It fo^ 
tuned aiDongat all this fearful eomj>any, that in run¬ 
ning the youngest of the three brethren stumbled at 
a stone, and hruislng hla toes hll doxrn to tlie ground 
to be a prey to tlieee wild and furious dogs, and they 
came upon him and tare him in nieces with tbeir 
teeth, whereby he cried out bitterly: his other two 
brethren, hearing hli lamentable voice, ran towards 
him to help him, casting tUeIr cloaki alxuit tiieir left 
Arms, and took itt> stones to defend their brother and 
chase away the dogs. But all wae In vain, for they 
could not make to cease nor drive away the flerce 
beasts, but they must see their brother dlimcni* 
bered In eveir ]>art of hit body; who, lying at the 
very point of death, desired Ills brethren to revenge 
his death against the cruel tyrant, and therewithal 
lie gave up the ghost. The other two brethren, 
perceiving lo great a murder, did not only de* 
sj)Bir of their only safety, but neglected their own 
lives and madly dressed themselves against the 
tyrant, and threw a great number of atones at 
him; but the bloody tliief, exerelied to such and 
like miscliiefi, took a spear and thrust one of them 
clean through the body. Howbeit, although utterly 
destroyed, he fell uot down to the grouud : for the 
spear that came out at his back ran into the earth 
with the force of the thruat and sustained him up 
quivering )n the air. By and by came one of this 
tyrant's servants, the most sturenest of t])e rest, to 
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vsjfclus dcftho illi ferenfl auxiUujn Uplde oontorto 
tertil illios iovenis dexterum bnebium longo tachi 
petUnt,8ed impetu c4$so per extremes digitos ti»n$> 
curreofl lapis contm onolum opiuionem deciderat 
36 umoxius, NoojiuUam taxneit aagacisslToo iuveai prO' 
ventus huDanior vindietae sp«crilam evbmioistravit: 
Acta namque manus suae debilitate sic crudelissimum 
iovenem compeilot: “ Fruere exitio totiua ncstrae 
femiliae et sanguJae thum Antrum iosatiabilem tuam 
crudelitatem pasce, et de prosixatis tuia civibiis 
gloriose triitmpha) duxn ecias, licet private eins poe^ 
se&slenibus paupere 6aes usque et usque protermiits- 
verls, habitunuQ te tameu vicinum aliquem. 
haee etiam dextera, quae tuum prorsus amputasset 
caput, iniquitate &tl contuse decidit” Quo sermoue, 
alioquin exasperatus, Airiosus latro rapto gladio sua 
mUerrimum fuveiiem oianu peremptutus invodit 
avidua. Nec tamen sui molliorem provocarat, quippe 
iosperato et longe coutra cius opioionem rcaisteiu 
iuvcnU coraplexu fortissimo arripit eius dexteram, 
magnoque uUu ferro llbrato multis et crebris ictibus 
mpurarn elidit divitia aitimam, et ut accurrenttura 
eliam fKmiliartum mauu seliberaret, confeaCim adhuc 
ioimici sanguine delibuto mucrone gidam sibi prorsus 
ezseeuit Haec emit quae prodfgiosa praesaga' 
verant ostenta, haec quae miserrimo domluo fuerant 
nuntUta. Nec ullum verbum ac ne taciturn qutdem 
4C0 
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help his muter i and at hU first coming, he took up a 
stone and threw it from afar at the third brother, and 
struck his left arm, but bj reason the stone ran bj 
the ends of bis fingers It fcU to the ground and did 
not hurt him, which chanced otherwise than all 
men's expectation was. Then did this fortunate 
chance give the young mao, that was very wise, a 
hope for vengeance ; for he feigned Chat hie arm wm 
greatly wounded, and spake these words unto the 
cruel bloodsucker: *'Now mayst thou, thou wretch, 
triumph upon the destruction of all our family; now 
cnayst thou feed tliy Insatiable cruelty with the blood 
of three brethren; now mayst tho\i rejoice at the fid I 
of tby fe]low>citlcens: yet think net but that how far 
soever thou dost remove and extend the bounds of tliy 
land by depriving of poor men, thou shalt still have 
some lU'lgh^ur: but how greatly am 1 sorry in that by 
the inluMtice of fate I have lost mine arm wKerewltluil 
I minted to cutolT thy head." When he liad spoken 
these words, the furious thief was the more enraged 
and drew out his dagger, and rmmlng upon the young 
man tliought verily to have slain him: tut It chanced 
that he had attacked one no whit weaker than he, 
for the young mao resisted itim stoutly beyon<I all 
his expectatioQ, and buckling together by violence 
seised his right hand: which done, he poised the 
weapon, and oft striking made the rlcb thief to 
give up his guUty glioet, and to the intent the young 
man would escape the hands of the servants, which 
came running to assist their master, with the same 
dagger that dripped with his enemy’s blood he cut 
his own throat. These things were sigDified by the 
strange and dreadful wonders which fortuned in the 
house of the wretched man, who, after he liad heard 
these sorrowful tidings, could in no wise even silently 
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fletuio tot ciraunventuB senex quivit emitters, 
<ed arrepto Utro, quo ccmnoduci inter suos epulones 
caseujtt atque aU&B pnndii partes cliviaerat, ipse quo- 
qae ad instar tofeLcUsiiDi aul filU iugulum slbi multia 
ietibua contrucidat, quoad super menaam ceraulub 
oorruens portentuosi cruoria maeulaa novl saDgiiinls 
fluvio proluit. 

$9 Ad istum modum poncto brevisaimo dilapsae 
(Jomus fortanam hortuianus ille miseratua suosque 
caaua gravitcr ingemescezis, depreusis. pro praodio 
lacricais vacuasque manus cornplodecu saepietde, pro> 
tmus mseenso me retro, qutm veneiumua, viam capefi' 
sit Kec iuooxlua el saltern regressus eveolt; xiam 
quidam procerus et, at iodicabat liabiiiis atque bsbi* 
tudo, miles e legione, factus nobia obviua, superbo 
atque arrogaott aemone pereontaturquorsum racuum 
duceret asi&um: at meus adhuc maerore permixtas 
et alias Latini sermooia ignarus, tacitua praetehbat 
Nec miles llle iamiliorera cobibere quivitinsolentiam 
sed lodigoatus silentio etua ut convicio, vid quam 
tenebat obtundeas etua dorse ineo proturbat Tuac 
hortulanua suppbeue respondit semosiis ignoiaatia 
se quid Ule diceret scire non posse : ei^ igitur 
Greece tubldena miles " Ubl *' Inquit " Duels 
asinum istum Respondit hortulaaus peters se 
dvitatem provuroam. " Sed nibi ” iaquit Operae 
ehis opus est; nam de prosumo castello sarcinaa 
praeddis nostri cum ceteris iumcatls debet adve* 
here,” et inleeta statim manu loro me, quo duoe* 
46S 
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wMp, eo &r wu be stricken into dolour, but pre^ 
sent}/ taking the knife wberewitli he had but now 
divided the cheese and other meat for his guests, be 
cut bis own throat with manj blows like his roost 
unhappy son, la such sort that he fell head forerooat 
upon the board and washed away with tbe strearos 
of his blood in most miserable manner those pro- 
difflout dro|)a whleh had before fallen thereon. 

Hereby was my master tbe gardener deprived of 
his hope, and ]>itying very greuUy the evil fortune of 
the hous^ which in a brief moment of time had thus 
fkllen in ruins, and getting instead of hla dinner the 
water? tears of lila eyes, and cla]>ping oft<times 
togetner bix empty hands, mounted upon my back, 
ana so we went homeward the same way as we cnine. 
Yet was our return not free from harm ; for as we 
passed by the way we met with a tall soldier (for so 
nis habit and counteoance declared) which was a 
legionary, who with proud and rirrognut words s^vake 
to ray master in this sort: "W Ml her lead you this 
ass unladen f" My master, still somewliat aatoolebed 
and fearful st the stranM sights which ha saw 
before, and Ignorant of the Latin tongue, rode on 
and spake never a word. The soldier, unable to 
refrain his proper Insolence and odended at his 
silence as It were an Insult, struck him with a vine- 
stick which he held on the shoulders, and thrust 
him from my back. Then my master gently made 
answer that he knew not hU tongue and so under, 
stood not wliat he said; whereat tbe soldier angrily 
demanded again, but in Greek, whither he rode with 
Ms ass: ‘'Marry," quoth be, “To the next city." 
“ But I," quoth the soldier, “Have need of hii b^p, 
to carry tne trusses of our captain with the other 
beasts from yonder castle "i and therewithal he 
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bar, arreptum ln«lpit trahere. Sed bortuJaniia prior($ 
pUgae vulnera prolapeiim capita aafiguincm deter- 
geo$ rureua deprecatar civiJiua atquc maosuetius 
varsari ccmmiUtoneiD, idqne per apes prcs)>eras eiua 
orabatadiuraiu. “Mamet bic ipae" aiebat "loers 
asellvs et nibOo mjaas morbo detcdtabili caduous 
vix etiam paaccs holcrmn manipulos dc preiumc 
bortuJo Bdlet anbelitu laoguido fatigatus subvcbere, 
ned um ut rtbus ampliaribus fdoneus videatur gerulus.' * 
4i0 Sed obi Dullia precibus mitigari roilitera mag)$que in 
suam perQiciem adverttt efferari, iamqae inversa vite 
de vastiore noduJo cerebrum sunrn diiRndere, ciirrit 
at] extrema rabaidia, aimuJansqae e re ad cemmo- 
vendam miserationem genua elu« velle contingere, 
aummUaua atque incur?atua, aiteptU eius ntrisque 
pedibua aublimem datum term graviter applodit, et 
lUtim qua pugols, qua cubitie^ qua mcnibua, etiam de 
via lapide correpto totam ^iem manusque eius et 
latera ccnverberat. Nee ille ut primum humi suploa* 
tus eat, vel repugoarc vel onmino munire se potuit 
9ed plane ideutidem ooromlAabatur, si siirrexisset, 
sese conciauniro eum maelt&era sua frustatim. Quc 
sermone eius commonefactus hortulanua erlpit e: 
apatham eaque lengieslree abiecU ruraum saevloribus 
eum plagia aggreditiir: nee die prostratus et prae- 
vcDtua vulaenbua uUum repperire aalati quiena sub* 
sidium, quod eolum restabat, simulat sese mortuum. 
Tunc spatham illam secuoi asportana bortuJanus 
ioscenao me ceacito gradu recta t^tinat ad civiUtem, 
nec hortulom suum saltern curans invisere, ad quern* 
piam sibi devertit familiarem, cuoctisqae oarratis 
deprecatur perieliUnti sibi ferret auxlliuiD seque com 
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took rao by the hatter, nod woiiJd violeoily have 
taken me a^ay: but my master, wiping away from 
his head the blood of the blow which he reeeived of 
the Boldier, deelred him gently and civilly to take 
nome pity upon him, and to let hbn depart with his 
own, conjuring him by all that be hoped of good 
fortune, and affirming that his slow aaa, well nigh 
dead with alckaesa, could scarce carry a few handfuls 
of herbs from bis gaidon Itard by, being very acaot of 
breath; much lew he vraa able to bear any greater 
truwe^i. But when he saw the soldier would In no 
wise be entreated, b\kt was the more bent on his 
deatruetion, ai\d ready witli hia staff to cleave my 
master’s bead with its thicker part, being desperate 
ha fell down grovelling at hU feet, under colour to 
touch Ml knees and move Idre to some pity: hut 
when be saw his time, he took the noldier by the 
legs and cast him ui>on the ground*, then straight¬ 
way be buffeted him, thumped Mm, bit him,and took 
a stone and beat his face and his lidei, so that he, 
being first laid along the ground, could not turn or 
defend himself, but only threaten that If ever he 
rose he would chop him in pieces. The gardener, 
when he heard him sav so, was adviaed and drew 
out hJs sword whlcli he had by his vide, and when he 
had thrown It far away, he knocked and beat him 
more cruelly than he did before, in so much that the 
BoldJer aa lie lay all hurt with wounds could not teU 
by what means to save himself, but only by felling 
he was dead. Then my master took the sword and 
mounted upon my back, I'iding straight in all haste 
to the next village: but he ha<l no regard to go to 
his garden, and when he came thither, he turned 
into one of his friends' house and declared all the 
whole matter, desiring him to save his life, and to 
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tUD abi uino t&ntisper occnharet, <)iJoad celatus 
spfttlo bidui tridui7e cftprtaleia cAusam evaderet. 
Kec oblituB ilie veterls amicltiae protopU 6U6<:pjt, 
meque p«r scatBs complkttiB pedibus in sap«rius 
eenaculum attraeto, hottulanus dcorsua In ipsa taber- 
naeula derepit in quandam cistolam et superin^oto 
deirtesdt orificio. 

42 At ffiilea ilia, at postea didid, tandem velut 
emanus g;ravi crapula, outabundus tameu et tot 
plagarum dotore saucius baculoqiie se via sustiiiens 
civitatem adventat, confusnsque de ixopotentia deque 
ijiertiasuaqQieqaamad quemquam referre popularium, 
sod Cacitus iolucaoi devorans, qiiosdam cozmmlitonea 
itanctos, ie tantum clades enarrat suaa. Plaeuit ut 
ipse quidem cootubemio se Untisper absconderei 
(nam praeter propriam contumeliam iDilitaris >etiam 
sacnmenti geoiiun cb amissam spatham verebatur), 
ipai auteoi aignia nostria enotatia inveatigationi 
vindietaeque aedulaco darent operem: nec deftiit 
vidnua perlidaa qui nos illico occultan niintiaret. 
Turn commiLtones accersitia magixbatibus menti* 
ujitur aeae multi pretii vasculun argenteum prae- 
sidla is via perdidiase, idqoe bortulaiiuco quendam 
repperisse nec velle reatitaere, sed apud iamiliarem 
quendam sibi deliteacere. Tunc nagiatratca et damoo 
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faid« himseir and hU ass awbile to some secret place, 
that he might he hid for the space of two or three 
days, until such time as all danger were past. Then 
his friend, not forgetting the andeot amity between 
them, entertained him willingly, and tying my legs 
drew me up n pair of stairs into a chamber, while 
my master, reoulnlng In Che ahop, crept into a 
chest and lay bidden there with w coyer elosed 
fast. 

The soldier faa I afterwards learned) rose up at 
last aa one awakened from a drunken sleep, but he 
could scarce go by reuon of his wounds, how belt, 
at length, by little and little, through aid of bis staff, 
be came to the town j but he would not declare the 
matter to any person, nor complain to any justice, 
but inwardly digested hU injury, lest be should be 
accused of cowardice or dastatdneas. Yet In the end 
he told some of his companions of all the matter that 
haj>pened \ but they advised him that he should 
remain for awhile cfosed In some secret place,think* 
ing that beside the injury which he had received, 
he should be accused of the breach of his faith and 
soldier’s oath, by reason of the Iom of bis sword,i 
and that they should diligently learn the signs sod 
appearance of my master and me to search him out 
and take vengeai>ce upon bim. At last, there was on 
unfaithful ne^bbour that told them where we were: 
then incontinently the soldiers went to the justice, 
* declaring that they had bst by the way a silver goblet 
of their ^ptaio's, very precious, and that a ga^ener 
had found it, who, revising to lender up the goblet, 
was hidden in one of hii irleods* houae. JBy and by 
tbe magistrate, undersUndiog the loss of the captain, 

* A loldisr’s loss of hii sword was ooualdarsd equal to 
dsserMoB, and puutabed with equal aevaxity. 
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et prAceidis noisint cognito veoiost ad devaraorif 
Boatri fores elaraqae voce denimti&nt hospiti nostro 
nos, quos oeenltaret apud se certo certiiu, dedere 
potiiis quaxn diserunen proprii subiret capitis. Nec 
ille tantiHum coiiterritijs salutiqua studens eio6 quem 
In $uam receperat dden, quiequam de nobis fs- 
tetuT AC diebuB plusculis nee vidisse quidem ilium 
bortaUouca conteitdit: contra commilitonec Ibi iiec 
uspiam iUum delitescere adiurantes genium pKneipis 
coutendebani Postremmn magistratibus plocmt 
obstinate denegantera serutinio detegere; immissis 
itaque lictoribus ceterisquo publicis roinisteriis angu* 
Utin) cuocta sedulo pcrlustrarl iubent • nec qtiisquam 
mortalium ae ne Ipse quidem asmus Intra limeo com^ 
psrere nundatur. IWc gUscit violeatlor utrimque- 
secus conteotio: militum pro comperto de nobis as> 
severantium 6demque Caesaris ideotldem implorac- 
tium, at illius negaiitis assidueque deuin numeii 
obtestautis. Qua oontentlone et clarooso strepitu 
coguitO} curiosus alloquin et inquieti proeacitate 
prseditos asinus, diim obllquata cervice per qiiandaio 
fenestrulaic quidnam slbi vellet tumultus Die pro> 
spicere gestio, unus e commilitonibus casu fortuito 
collimatis oculis ad umbram mcam cunctos testatur 
iocoram. Magnus denlque continuo clamor oxortcis 
est, et men sis protenua scalis iniecta manu quidam 
me veiut captivum detrahunt lanique omnl sublata 
ounctatlone scrupulosius contemplaotas singula, cUta 
e^co ilia revelata repertum productuoique et oblatum 
magistratibus miserum hortulanum, poenas scilicet 
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aod who he W4a, came to the doore where we were, 
aod is 4 loud voice exhorted our host that it were 
better to deliver up mj maeter than to incur pain 
of death; for most certainly be waa hiding ua. 
Howbeit, these threatenuigs could not enforce him 
to confers that he was within his doors, and he was 
nothing afraid, but by reason of his Uthful promise, 
and for the safeguard of bis friend, he aald Chat he 
knew na^ht of us, nor saw be the gardener a great 
while, llie soldiers said contrary, swearing by the 
deity of the Emperor that be lay there, and nowhere 
else. Whereby, to know the verity of the matter, 
the magistrates commanded their serieanta and 
miulsteri to search every corner of the nouse; but 
there they could itnd nobody, siclther gardener mt 
asa. llien was there a great coiitentTon between 
the soldiers and our host, for they aald we were 
within t]ie house, calling often upon Cneiar In their 
oaths ; and he said no, and swore much and often by 
all ths gods to the seme Intsnt. But I, that waa an 
asa very curious and restless in my nature, when I 
heard so great a noise craned my neck and put my 
head out of a little window to learn what the stir 
and tumult did signify. It fortuned tliat one of the 
soldiers, spying a^ut, perceived my shndow, where¬ 
upon he began to cry, saying that he had certainly 
seen me: then they were all glad and a great 
shouting arose, and uey brought a ladder and cartte 
up Into the chamber and pulled me down like a 
prisoner; and when they had fbund me, they doubted 
notbiiig of the gardener, but seeking alMut more 
narrowly, at length they found him couched lo a 
chest. And so they brought out the poor gardener 
to the justices, who was coounitted immediately to 
prison, in order that be might suffbr the palo of 
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peasurom ia publicuiB d^dueuct CArcerem, 
euincBo<)ue risu meum prospACtum cftvillari non de* 
Aiaunt. Uode etaim de prospectu At umbra aaioi 
DAturo eat fre^uece proverbium. 


k bta bars comUnsd two Groek proverbs o£ ooo* 

eidsmblp grestar sotiquity Uun bis atory, ^ 8>ov ro^nS'^kwr 
sod 8roo llie 6rM is nrionuy srplunod. Tbere 

is A tsis tbat & donkey broke mids Teasels to a potter's shop 
by gc^PK ^ *be viodew; the potUr sued its 

aasstet (or dsiasges^ end *beo ssksd by tbs magis^ete tbe 
•tbjeet of bis oompl^ot, answered ^ol tbe pe^og of ao 
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death; but thej couJd never forbear laughiog and 
jeatiog how 1 looked out from my wiadow: from 
which, and froro my shadow, la nsao the common 
proverb of the peepiog and shadow of an ass.^ 

ass" i or It has bs*Q aaplalaad that, frlghteoed by an ass 
looking 00, soois no^urds flew euddsuly away aaa aroldsd 
or br^e a fowlers oets. The ether mrerb is derived trom 
a story that e oiau who hired an ass lay devo to sleep in Its 
ihsdow on s hot dsy, sod the animal's oisetar objected that 
be hsd hired oaly the ass sod not ite shadow; and the ro* 
aulUag lawsuit brought lato provsrblsi ass ths sxprseslon 
“shoot sn ass's shadow “ to dssorlhe a dispute about a wholly 
crlvlai matter. 
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1 Dissequeoti meus quidem dominus hortuUaat quid 
egerit ne>c(o, Die tAnieu miles ills, qui propter 
eviniiADi impotentijuii pulcherrime VApuUret, ab Ulo 
praesepio nuUo equidem coutradicente deduotum ab> 
dudt etquc a suo contubcmio (hoc euimmlbi vide- 
betur) sarclnisproprils onustom et prorsum exorsatimi 
sraiatumque raiUtariter producit ad viam. Nam et 
galeam gerebftra nitore praemicautem et scutuiu 
loDgiua reluoens sed etfam lanceaiD longissimoliastili 
conspicuam, quae scilicet non disciplinae tunc quidem 
eausA sefi propter terrendos miseroa vi&torea in 
summo atquc edito sarciuaruju eumulo ad uistar 
exercitua sedulo composuerat. Confecta campestri 
nec adeo difKeili via a<! qnuiidain civitatulara per- 
venimua, nec iu stabulo «;ed in docio cuiusdauj 
decurionis devertiisus, statinique me commeudato 
cuidain aervulo ipse ad praepositujn suuiti^ qui 
millc areaatorum ducatum sustiaebat, aollicite pro- 
dciscitur. 

t Post dies plusculos ibidem dissignatum aoelestum 
ae uefarium taciims membi, sed nt vos etiam legeu 
tis, ad librum profero. Donainits aedium bsbebat 
tuvenem filium probe litteratum atque ob id coiise- 
queoler pietate, modestia praecipuum, quem tJbi 
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The next day how ray m&ator the gardener sped I 
know not, but the gentle soldier, who ntd been so welt 
beaten for hla exceeding cowardice, led me from my 
raanger to hla lodging (aa it aeem^ to me) without 
the contradietloa of any man. There he laded me 
well, and nmiahed my body for the way like an au 
of anna ror on the one aide I here a helmet that 
shined exceedingly; on the other aide a target that 
glittered more a tlioueandfold : and on the top of my 
burden he hed put a long speur. Now these thingi he 
placed thus gauantly^ not Mcauee suoh waa the rule 
of ermi, but to the end he might make feer those 
which i>a9Bcd by, when th^ saw such a similitude of 
war plied upon Iteap of bnggoge When we liad 
gone a good part of our journey, over the plain and 
easy delas, wo fortuned to come to a little town, 
where we lodged, not at an inn, but at a certain 
corporal'a house And there the soldier took me to one 
of tlxe servants, while he himself went carefoUy towards 
his captain, who had the charge of a thousand men. 

When we had remained there a few Jaya, I 
underatood of a wicked and mischievous deed 
committed there, which 1 have put in writing, to 
the end you may know the same. The master 
of the house had a young son lastrueted In good 
literature, and therefore endowed with virtuous 
manners, but espeeially with shamefastness, such 
a one as you would desire to have the like. Now 
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qucN]iie provenisce capere« vel t&lem. Huiue Eoatre 
multo ante defoncta, rursum autniQoniuni aibi repsra- 
verat, ductaque alia (iUuid procreaverat alium, qui 
ada^quelam duodecimum aDniimaetatiasuparcaMerat. 
Sad noTerca forma magjs qaam moribus ia domo mariti 
praapollens, seu aaturaliter impadica sea fato ad tx- 
tremum impulsa oculos ad privignum 

adiecit: iam ergo, lector optlme, adtotetragoediaia, 
non &bu]a3T) legere, et a socco ad cothursum ascen' 
dere. Sed muUer ilia quamdiu primis elementis 
Cupido parvulua nutriebatur, imbectUls adhuc eiua 
viribus facile ruborem teauem deprimeas sJlentio 
reaf&ubat: at abi, ccmpletis igne veuno totfa prae- 
cordiia, immodice bacchatas Amor exaestuabat, 
saevienti deo ian SQceaboit, et languore slnulato 
vuln\is animi mentitar in corporis valetudit;e. Iam 
cetera salutia vultasqae detrimeota et aegria et 
Amnntibus exarnnssim eonvenire nemo qui nesciat: 
pallor defonnis, marceates oeuU, tassH genua, quies 
turbidaet suspiritus cruciatua tardiCateveheisentior : 
credercs eilllam fluctuare tan turn vaporibus febrium, 
nisi quod etflebat. Heu medicorum ignarae mentes I 
Quid venae pulsus, quid caloris intemperactia, quid 
fetigatus anhelitos et utrunquesecus iactatae crebriter 
fatennu mutuae vidsaitudines ? Uii boni! Qu«m 
fucilis licet non artifici medico, cuiTis tauten doeto 
Veneriae cupidinis onmprehensio, cum videAsaliqirem 
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his mother died a loog time before, and theo 
hia fkther mamed a uew wife, and hsd another 
child, that wae now of the full a^ of tvelTe ^fears, 
Thu stepdaae waa more excellent in beautj than 
honesty in ber buabancVa houae; for ahe lovM thU 
yoking man her aon*in'law, either beoauae she was 
uncbaate by nature> or because she was enforced by 
fate to commit so great a mischief Gentle reader, 
thou shalt not read of a fable, but rather a tragedy, 
and must here cliange from sock to buskin.^ This 
woman, when Uttle Cupid £r«t began to do his work 
in her heart, could eo^ly reeiat ills weak strength, 
and preaaed down in illenee her desire and inordinate 
appetite, by reason of shame and fear; but after that 
Love compaued and burned with hli mad fire every 
part of her breast, ahe was compelled to elald unto 
this raging Cupid, and under colour of disease and 
infirmity of her body to conceal the wound of her 
restless mind. Every matk knoweth well the signs 
and tokens of love, and bow that slekkieis is con¬ 
venient to the same, working upon health and 
countenance; her eounteikance was pale, her eyes 
lorjYiwfbl, her knees weak, her rest disturbed, and 
she wcxdd sJgh deeply by reason of her slow torment; 
there wss no conkhirt In her, but continual weeping 
and sobbing, in so mucJi you would Ikavo thought 
tliat she had some spies of an ague, Mving that ahe 
wept unreasonably. The physicians knew not iier 
disease * when they felt the heating of her veins, the 
intemperance of her beat, the subbing sighs, and ber 
o^n tossing on every side; no, no, ue cunning 
physicians knew it not, but a scbolarof Venus' court 

* Tka MMtu was (1m low sbos of tbs Ooslo actor; the 

tks blgh boot of the tragsCiaD. 

* Cp. is*. IV. a : " ¥»o vatua Ignans msataa I 
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Saioe corporu calora flagrantecn. Ergo igltur ini- 
patieatia furohs aJtius agiUtA diutinum rupit ailen* 
tlnin et ad vocari pnecipit filiura: quod nomen 
io 00, si poMet, ne ruboris admonorotur, libeoter 
ersderot, Nee aduiescens aegrae paroiitis moratus 
imperiiuu, eoniH tristitie striatam gereus froateo) 
Cdblcujum petit, uxori |>atris matrique fratris utcum* 
qne debitum siateiis obeequUnn. Sed iUa craciablli 
silentio diutiasiine fatigata, et ut Id quodaoi vado 
dubitatlonis l^aerens, omne verhuiu quod praesenti 
sermoni puUbat aptissimum rursuro improbans, 
natante etiam nuac pudora, luidepotissimuoi caperet 
exordium decunctatur. At iuvenis nihil otiain tunc 
sequlds auapicatus, simunisso vulta rogat altro prae* 
aentes causas acghtudlnis. Tunc ilia naiicta soli* 
todints danmoaam oceasioncm, prommpit inaudaciam, 
et ubertiiD allacriiDans ladoioque contegena faciem 
Toce lre|rida sic euiit breviter affatur: Causa omols 
et origo praeseotis dolorls et etiam medela ipsa et 
salue unica nihi tute Ipse es: isti eoim tul oculi per 
mcoB oculos ad intima ddapsi praecordia meis 
medulKs acerrimuiD conunovent incendium. Ergo 
miserere tua cauaa pereuntis nec te religio paths 
oionino deterreat, cui roorituram proms servabis 
uxoreiu: illius enim reeognoscens imaginem in tua 
facie mehco te ddigo. Babes solitcdinls ptenam 
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might easily eonject the whole, seeing one burning 
wimout any bodily fire. Se that $he had been 
long time tormented in her overmaaterlng affection, 
ana was no more able to keep alienee, ahe caused her 
aon to be called for (which word " son *' ahe would 
fiain put away, that she might not be relmked of 
shame). Then he, nothing disobedient to the com* 
mandmant of bia ailing mother, with a sad aod 
raodeat eountenanee, wrinkled like some old grand* 
aire, cane with due obedience into the ehambet of 
hU itepdaine, the noCher of hla brother; but she, 
being utterly wearied with the silence that ahe had 
kept ao linig to her torment, was In great doubt whnt 
she might ao; for she rejected within haraalf every 
word >^ 1 ch she had before thought moat apt for this 
meeting, and could not tell vmet to sty first, by 
reason of her shame which sdll trembled before iti 
fall. This vouiig man even then suapcctlng no 111, 
with humble courtesy and downcast countenance 
demauded the cause of her present disease* Then 
she, having found the occasion to utter her wicked 
intent, put on boldness, and with weeping eyas and 
covered face began with trembliug voice to apeak 
unto him In this manner: " Thou, thou art the 
original cause of my nroient dolour j but thou too art 
my medicine and only health, for ^oae tby comely 
eyes have so pierced through these eyes of mine 
and are so fastened within my breast, that they have 
kindled therein a raging and a roaring fire. Have 
pity therefore upon me that die by thy fault, neither 
let thy conscience reclaim to offend thy father, when 
as thou raayestsave his wife for him from death. Mor^ 
over, since as thou dost resemble thy father’s shape 
in eveiy point, I do justly fan^ thee, seeing nis 
image in thy face. Now is ministered unto thee 
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fidaclam, habes capax ceoeesarii tacisoris otitjm : 
lum quod nmo no^t, paoDC non fit’' 

4 Hepentino male perturbatus aduleacens quam- 
qiiara tale faeiniu protmua exhomiUiet, doo Umen 
Degatioiiis IcteispesUva se^eritate putavit exasper- 
andum, sed cautae prombsionia dilatione lenieoduiti. 
Ergo prolixe polUcetur, et bouum caperet animiun 
refectionique ae ac aaluti redderet impeodio suadet, 
dooec patHa aUqua prefectioae liberum voluptati 
coacecieretur spatium, statimqije se refert a doxIo 
coaspectQ novercac, et tarn magnam doirius daderu 
ratus indigere couailio pleoicre ad quendam cemper* 
tee gravitatia educatorem senem proUnua refert: nec 
quicquara diutina deUberatioue tarn salubre visum 
qiiam fiiga celeri procellam fortuiiae aaevieotb eva- 
dere. Sed imjAtiens vel exlguae dUationia mulier 
ficta qualibet caiuat confestim marito miris persuadet 
artibus ad iongissime dfssitas festinare villuiaa. Quo 
facto maturatoe spei vesaoia praeeeps promloae Jibi- 
diuis dagitat vadijsoulum ; sed luvezds modo istud 
aodo aliud cauaae facieos exeor^llexa fhjstratur das 
conspectum, quoad iUa nujitiorum vanetate polHd* 
UtiMiem sibi deuegaUm joanifeBto perspici«oe,mobi- 
Utate lubrica cefariujn amoreca ad looge detenus 
tranjtulisset odium, et asHUinpto statim nequlssuno 
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tine and place { now hast tbou occasion to work thy 
will, leeioff that we are alone. And it is a comnon 
saying: 'Never known, never done."' 

Thift youn^ roan^ troubled !n his nind at so 
sudden an ill, although he abhorred to coninit so 

E reat a crime, yet he would not be rashly stem to undo 
er yet more with a resent denial, but warily pad¬ 
ded her mind with d^ay of promise. Wherefore with 
long speech he prom Is^ her to do all aocordiog to 
her desire: ana hi the mean season, he willed his 
mother to be of good cheer, and comfort herself and 
look to her liealtli, till as lie might find some cod* 
vcnient time to come unto her, wrien his father was 
ridden forth: wherewithal he got him away from 
the i>estilent sight of hie stepdiwe. Aud kiiowljig 
that this matter touching the ruin of all the whole 
house needed the couusd of wise ami grave persons, 
he went incontincntlv to a sogc old man, a tutor, 
and declared the whole eircuii is lance. The old man, 
after long deliberation, thought there was uo better 
mean to avoid the storm of cruel fortime to come 
than to runaway. 2s the mean season this wicked 
woman, impatient of auy delay how little soever, 
egged her husband to ri^e abroad to visit some fhr 
lands that he had : then she, maddened by the hooe 
that had now (as she thought) grown rife, asked tne 
young man the accompliehment of his promise; hut 
he, to avoid the sight of her whom he Mted, would 
find always excuses from appearing before her, till in 
the end s1ie understood by die various colour of the 
messages which be sent her that he nothing regarded 
her. Then she, in her fickle mood, by how much 
she wickedly loved him before, by so much and more 
she hated him now. And by and by she called one 
of her servants who liad come with her among lier 
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et ftd oome fodnus em&ndpAto quodAza doUli servub 
perfidlae suAe coiiAillA communicat: nec quicquAoi 
melius videtar quern vitA misermn privare iuvenem. 
Ergu missus cootiuuo forcifer venenum prAesentariutu 
compant, idque vino diligeater dilutum insonCU prU 
vlgDi preeparat exitio. 

5 Ac dum de oblationis epportunitate secum i;oxii 
dellberant homines, forte fbrtuoa puer ille iunior, 
proi>rius pessimae fomlnae fiUus, post snatutinuxa In- 
borem sUidiorum domum se recipieos, prandio ieni 
capto sitiens repertum vim poculum, m quo veueniim 
latebat inelusura, neadus fraudis occultae ccntinuo 
perduxit baustu, atque, ubi fratri siio peratam mor> 
tem ebibit, exanimis terrae procumbit. lUJcoque re> 
peutina pnerl pernide paeda^gus comcnotiu ululabiU 
elamore matrem totainqiie ciet famlliam, Umque cog- 
oito casu noxlae potionis varie quisque praesontiuiu 
auctores insimiilabaot extremi fodnoris. Sed dira 
iUa fcmina et malitiae novercalis exetcplar uiiicum, 
oon acetba dlii morte, noa parriddii eonscientia, non 
iafortunio domns, noit luctu maritl vel aeruiDEiafonens 
commota eladcm fomUiae in vindictae compendiunt 
traxit, missoqiie protinus cursore, qui vianti marito 
docnus expugnadonem aQiitiaret, ac mox eodem ocius 
ab itinere regresso, personata oimia temeritate in- 
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dowry, the woret of all aiid rtndj to all mi«ohie£^ to 
whom she declared all her treaolierotis secreta. And 
there it was concluded between them two, that the 
surest Why was to kill the young mao: whereupon 
this varlet went incontinently to buy poison, which 
he mingled with wine, to the intent he would give 
it the Innocent Toung man to drink, and thereby 
presently to kill fdm. 

But while the guilty ones were in deliberation 
how they might offer It unto libn, behold, here 
happened a strange adventure. For the youjig soti 
of tiiat evil woman that ^cne from school at noon 
(being very thirsty after his dinner) took the pot 
wherein the poison was mingled, and Ignorant of the 
hidden veaom drank a good draught wereof, which 
was prepared to kill hii Imther: whereby he presently 
fell down to the ground dead. His selmoimaster,^ 
annoyed by this suddvn chance, called liii mother 
and all the servants of the house wUl) a loud voice. 
Incentinentlv when the ]>oisoncd cup was known 
every man ^eelarcd his opinion touciting the death 
of t^ir cl>ild; but tlic cruel womim, the signal ex* 
ample of stepmother's malice, was nothing moved 
by the bitter death of licr sod, or by her own con* 
science of parricide, or by the misfortune of her 
bouse, or by the dolour of her husband, or by the 
affliction of this death, but rather devised the de¬ 
struction of all her family to fulfil lier desire to be 
avenged. For by and by she sent a messenger after 
her husband to tell him the greut misfortune whlcli 
happened after his departure. And witen he cAmt 
home the wicked woman, putting on a bold face 

1 Tb« yseds^tvai was a trusted Slavs who cooduated tbe 
boy to aod trom Mbool, and had efaarfs of bia whea as 
bome. 
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diBuUt prin'gni veaeno filiam 9uum mterc^tum, 
Et boc quidem ooo adeo mentiebatur, quod iani 
denioatam iUTenI mortem pne7enis0et puer; sed 
ft^atrem iiDiiorem dugebat idao privigid acelere per- 
emplum, quod eijs probroaae libidmi, que se com* 
primere t«mptav«rat, noluisset succumberc. Kec 
tarn iffimftnibus eofiteiiU mendaciis oddebat sibi quo- 
que ob detectum dagitium eundem ilium gladium 
commioari. Tunc infelix duplici tiliorum morte per- 
cuasua magnia acrumnarum procellts aettuat: oam et 
iuniorem incoram eui fucemi videbat^ et aJtenjcn ob 
ioceabim parricidiomque capitia scilicet danmatupi 
in certo aciebat. Ad hoe uxoris dilectae nimium 
mentltle lamentationibiia ad extremum aubolis Im- 
pellebatui odium. 

d \^ixdum pompae fupebres et sepultoia 61ij iuerat 
explicate, et statim ab ipso eios rogo eenex infelix, 
ora sua rccentibue adhue rigana lacrimls trabeoaque 
cinerc sordciitciD caultlem, fbro se feaUnue Ireiaittit 
atque ibi, turn detu, turn precibus, genua etiam de< 
curioiium coiitingcns, ncacius fraud ium pessimae 
molicris, in exltiuni reliqul 6Ui plenia operabtCur 
affectibus: ilium iuceatum patemo tbalamo, ilium 
parricidam fratemo exitio et in comminata novercae 
caede sloarium. Taota deoique miaeratione tantaque 
iudiguationc curUm sed et plabem coaereoa iofiaiu- 
maverat, nt remote iudieaedi tnedto et accusatlonis 
maiiifeatis probatiooibus et responnt^tiis mcclitatia 
ambagibus cuncli conclamarint lapidibua obcutum 
publicum malum publice vindicarL 
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b«vond ai] reason, cUoIared that her son had been 
taken off wi^ his brother's poison. And oo far she 

E ke no Ue, Inasmuch aa the bof had fbrestaUed the 
th that was prcMred for the joung man; bat she 
feigned that bejud been for this reason murdered b^ 
bis brother’s ertmei because she would not consent 
to his erH will which he had had towards her, and 
toM him divers other leasings, adding in the end 
that he threatened with his sword to kill her like¬ 
wise, because she discovered the fact Then the 
unhappy fother was stricken with a double storm of 
dolour at the death of his two children, for on the 
one side he saw his younger slain before his eyes, on 
the other side Ue seemed to see the elder condemned 
to die for hit offences both of Incest and of parricide, 
and where he beheld his dear wife lament in such 
sort, It gave Mm farther occasion to hate his son 
more deadly. 

But the funerals of his younger son were scarce 
finished, when the old man the father, even at the 
return from the grave, with weeping eyes and his 
white hair befoulM with ashes went anace to the 
justice and worked with all hii might for the 
destruction of hli remsining son, accusing him of 
the Incest that he had attempted, of the slaughter ot 
his brother, and how he threatened to slav hli wife ; 
knowing naught of that wicked woman's wiles, he 
besought the magistrates with tears and prayers, 
yea, even embracing their knees, for tb^ son’s 
death. Hereby with weeping and lamentation he 
indamed all the elders and the people as well to 
pity and indignation. In so much that without any 
delay of trial or further inquisition or the careful 
nleadlng of defenders they cried all that he should 
be stoned to death, to the end that this public crime 
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Majristratus interim meto peiieuH proprii, oe de 
p«rvi$ mdigostiorus elcmentie «d eiituun disclpliuae 
clviUti^que seditio prccederei, partim decurleoes 
depreceri, partim populates compcscere, nt rite et 
more maiorum iudido reJdito et utrimquesecaa alleg¬ 
ation ibiis examinutis, clvUiter sente otia promeretur, 
nec ad inalar barbimcae feritatis vel tjrannleae im- 
potentiae damnaretur aliquta inauditus, et in paee 
placida Um dlruiii saecolo proderetur exemplum. 

7 Placuit ealubre oonsilium et iUico iusaua praeco pro- 
nuntiat patres in curiant convenirent. Qnibua pro- 
tenus dignitatis iure ocnsueta loca realdentibus rur* 
sum praeconisvocatu phmijs accnsator Incedit. Tunc 
demum elamatna indueicur etiara reus et exemplo 
legis Attieae Martiii^ne iudieii causae patronis de- 
nuntiat praeoo nec|ue principia dicere oeque tnlsera* 
tionem comraovere. Haec ad Oitnra modum gesta 
eompluribus mutao ac^rmocinantibus cognovi; quibus 
autem verbis accusator uraerit, quibus rebus diUierit 
reus, ac prorsus orabones aitmationesque neque 
ipse absens apud })raeaepiam a«lre neque ad vos 
quae ignoravi possum enimtUre, aed quae plane 
cotnperi ad istas litteras proferam, Simiil enim 
fioitu est diceutium contentio, veritatem criminum 
iidemqn<> prolxttionibus certis instrui nec suapicioDl- 
bus tantain eoiiiccCnrsm permits placuit, atque 
i9* 
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might be pubUcij revenged: bat the justices, fearing 
lest a farther tnconvenience might arise to them* 
selves hj a particular vengeance, and to the end 
there might fortune from a little beginning no sedi¬ 
tion amongst the people with public riot, prayed the 
deeiirious and the people of the city to proceed by 
examination of witnesses on both sides, like good 
ei^sens, and with order of justice accortUog to the 
ancient custom ; for the giving ofaoy hasty sentence 
or jndgeineDt without Irearlng of the contrary part, 
such as the barbarous and ci*uel tyrants accustom 
to use, would give an ill evample in time of peace to 
their successors. 

This safe opinion pleased every man; wherefore 
the senators aiid counsellors were called by an 
herald, who, being ]daced in order aecordtug to 
their dignity, caiis^ Amt the accuser and then only 
the defender (again by the voice of the heraldl to be 
brought forth, and by the example of the Atfienian 
law, and judgenieut of Mars' hlU, their advocates 
were comoianrled to plead their causes brledy, with¬ 
out preambles or motions of the people to pity. 
(And if you demand how [ understand all this 
matter, you shall understated that I heard many 
declare the same in talking among themselves, but 
to recite what words the accuser used in his in¬ 
vective, what answer and excuses the defender made, 
In fine the orations and pleadings of each party, 
verily this 1 am not able to do, for I was fast bound 
at the manger; but as I learned and knew by others, 
I will, God willing, declare unto you.) So it was 
ordered that after the pleadings of both sides was 
ended, they thought best to try and bolt out the 
verity of the chargee by witnesses, all presumptions 
and likelihoods set apart in so great a case, and to call 
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iUam potissimum sen um, qui eolu$ hftee iU 
esse ecire diceretur, &Uti modis omnibus oportere. 
Nec taotiMuiR cruciarius illevel fortuna tam roagoi 
iudicii vel eoniertae conspectu ouriaa vel certe noxU 
eoascienCia sua deterritns, quae i]>se finxerat quasi 
vent assevenre atqiie asserere incipit: quod se 
vocasaet isdjgaatus ^atfdio novereae iuveiils, quod 
ulciscens iDiuriaoi ftJU eius mandaverit necem, quod 
promisisaet grande nlentii praeauum, quod recuaatiU 
mortem sit commioatus, quod vsurmim stm nianu 
temperatum dandum fraUi reddiderlt, quod ad cri> 
minis probationem reservatum pocuJum neglexisse 
auspicatus sua postitmum mauu porrcxerit pnero. 
Haec eximie mentita ^ ad veritatJa imaginem verbe- 
rone i}lo shnulata cum Crepidatione perferente 
Sfinitam est iudioium. Nec quisquam clecurloaum 
tam aequus reiuanserat iuvem^ quin eum evideDter 
Boxae compertum ijisui culleo pronuntiaret Cum 
jam sententlae pares, cunctorum stills ad unucn 
sertnonero congruentibus, ex more perpetuo in 
uriiam aereaoi deberent conid, quo seme] cooditis 
caiculfa, iaiu cum rei fortiina transactor nihil postea 

t Dtuentosr’a amsodation tor Uis USs* atiMi, wMeb 

giTsa DO seBS& 
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in ebi^y the servAnt, who onij waa reported to know 
a11 the metter. Bj acd by thi« rop^ripe sUre came 
in, who, nothing abashed at the fear of so great a 
^udgemeut, or at the presence of the judges in con¬ 
clave, or at bia own coru^ience, began to tell 
and to swear as true all those lies which be so finely 
feigned. With a bold countenance he presented 
himself before the justices, and confirmed tbeaeeu- 
sation agauist the yonng man, saying: ** O ye judges, 
on a day when this yonng man loathed and hated bis 
stepmother he called me, desiring me to poison his 
brewer, whereby he might revenge himself, and if I 
would do it, and keep the matter secret, he promised 
to give me a good reward for my pains; but when 
the young man perceived that I would not accord to 
his will, lie threateoed to slay me: whereupon be 
went himself and bought poison, and a^r tempered 
it with wloe, and then gave it me to ^ve to the 
child; but when be thought that 1 did it not, but 
kept it to be a witness of his enme, he offered it to 
bis brother with his own handa'* When the varlet 
with a feigned and trembling countenance had ended 
these words, which seemed a likelihood of ti*utb, the 
judgement was ended : neither was there found aoy 
judge or counsellor so merciful to the yonng man 
accused as would not judge him cnlpable, but rather 

E ;ave sentence that he should be }>ut and sewn in the 
eatber sack for parricides.* Wherefore, since the 
sentences of all wei'C alike, and all did agree to the 
same verdict, there wanted nothing but (as the 
ancient custom was) to put the sentences into a 
brasen pot, and when onee they were cast thither, 
tbe decision of fate being finally taken, it should 

* Tks psTTietds wis sewn op in a sack wiUi a dog. a cook, a 
■pakv. and an ape. ud thrown into t river or tbs aaa. 
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commutsri lice bat, set! losncipabatur potestfls capitis 
!o man (I in caroifids, onus t curia senior, prac ceteris 
compertae fldei atque auetorttatis praecipuae loedi- 
cus, criliciucii urnae manu contegerts ne qtiis raitteret 
caleulum tenicre, haec ad ordlnem perbiiUt: 

“ Quod aetatis sum, vobis ap)>rohatiim me vi^cisse 
gAudeo, nec patiar Mats crimioibos petlto reo idsdi* 
festum IiOBiicidium perpetrari, nec vos, qoi in reiurando 
astnoti iudicatia, icductos servuli meodAcio peicrare. 
ipse non poMum ealeata numlnum religione consden- 
tiam meam CiUena perpertm pronuutiare: eigo ut 
9 rea esc, de me cogooscite. Furdfer iate, venenum 
praesentarium comparare sollidtus ceotumque aureos 
sblidos offerens pietium, me non oUu convenerac, 
quod aegroto cuidam dieebat neeesaariutn, qui morbl 
inextrieabilis vetemo velieineuter impllcatus vitao 
$e crudatui sobtraliere gesCiret At ego perspidena 
malum iatum verberonem blateraotem atque incoii' 
dnne caasidcantem,cettusque aliquod in oli ri (Ugitinni, 
dedi quidera potioaem, dedi; sed fuCurae quaestioni 
pnecarens non eUtim pretium quod offerebatur 
accejn, sed 'Ke forte aliquis’ inquam 'Istorum 
quo9 offers aureorum nequam rel adulter repperiaiur, 
in hoc j(jso sncciiJo coiiditos eos annulo too praenota, 
<loMec altera die summuJano ]>raesente cumpro* 
458 
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MmAin « thing irrevocable, but be would be de¬ 
livered to the hands of the executioner. Then 
there arose a sage ancient of the court, a physician 
of good conscience and credit throughout the 
city, that stopped the mouth of the pot that none 
might rashJy cast bis atone therein, saying thus 
before the assembly: 

1 am right glad, ye reverend judges, that I am a 
man of name and estimation amongst you all the days 
of my life, whereby 1 am accounted such a one as will 
not suffer any person to be put to death by false and 
untrue accusations, neither you (being sworn to judge 
uprightly) to be misinformed and abused by invented 
lies and tales of a slave. Per 1 cannot but declare 
and open my conscience, lest I .ahould be found to 
bear small honour and futh to the gods: wherefore 
1 pray you give ear, and Z will shew you the whole 
truth of the matter. You shall understand that tiiis 
servant, which bath merited to be hanged, came one 
of these days to apeak with me, promising to give 
me a huudi’ed crowns if 1 would ^v$ him a present 
lioison, which would cause a man to die suddenly, 
saying that he would have it for one that was sick of 
an incurable disease, to the end he might be delivered 
from all his torment But I, perceiving that the 
varlet was talking fboltslmess and telling a clumsy 
tale, and fearing leKt he would work some mischief 
withal, gave him a potion, yea, I gave iti but to the 
intent I might clear myself from all danger tliat 
might iiappen, I would not pi^esently take the money 
which he offered: but lest any one of the crowns 
should lack weight or be found counterfeit, 1 willed 
him to seal the ))uTse wherein they were put with his 
manual ring, whereby the neat day we might go 
together to the goldsmith to try them. This he did, 
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bentur/ Si« inductas pecuoifim, quam «i. 

inde at iste Kpraeaentatus eat ludfcio, iusa de mejs 
aliqaem cuincido tabema promptam afferre, et en 
«cce perlataia coram exbibeo. Videatet suura ogillum 
recognoscat: cam quemadrsodum eius vcnanl frater 
insimulari potest quod Iste conparaverlt^" 

10 lagens exinde verberoneir eorripit trepidatio et 
iQ vicem humani coloria auccedii pallor inferDua, per* 
que univer$a membra frigidus sudor emanabat: tunc 
pedea incertisaltemationibijaeomraorere^modo banc 
mode illam cfqMtu partem scalpere, et ore aemiclavao 
balbutieos oescioquas afaonaa e6\itire, ut earn nemo 
pronua a eolpa vacuum merito credoret. Sed 
revaleecente rursus astutia constantisatme negare et 
aocersere mendacii non desinit medicum. Qui praetor 
iudicii religionem cum fidem auam eoram lacerari vi* 
deret, ffiuJtiiJicato studio verb eronem ilium centeud it 
redarguere, donee iussu magistratoum mlnUteria pub' 
lltt contrectatis tiequi^iiimi servi nianibus annuluio 
feireum deprebensum cum signo sacculi conferuot, 
quae compaiatiopraecedenterD roboravit suspioionen. 
Kec nU veJ equuleus more Graecorum tomenUa 
eius apparata iam deeraot, sed oAnuatus mira pree* 
sumption c nullis verberibus ac se Ipso quidem 
SQCCujnbit igxu. 

*P0 
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And sealed ap the mone;; wheref<>re uodenUodlBg 
that Be was brought present before jou this d*y, I 
besti]^ commADded one of my servARts to fetch the 
purse from my house, end here I bring it unto you 
to see whether he shell deny his own sign or no: end 
you easily cooject that his words ere untrue, 
which he alleged egainst the young roan touching 
the buying of the poison, coDsidenng be bought the 
p^son himself/' 

When the physician had spoken these >*\)rds, you 
mi gh t perceive now the traitorous knave changed bis 
colour, becoming denthly pale from the netural 
complexion of a men, bow he sweated cold for fear, 
how be trembled in every part of bis body, how be 
set one leg uncertainly before another, ecratcbing 
now this, now that part of ins bead, and began to 
stammer forth seme fbolisli trifles, his lips but half 
open, whereby there was no person bat woald judge 
him culpable. In the end when be was somewhat 
returned to h)s former subtiUy, be began to deny all 
that was said, and stoutly affirmed that the phybician 
did lie. But the physician, besides the oath which 
he bad sworn to give true judgement, perceiving that 
he was railed at and his words denied, did never 
cease to confirm bis sayings and to disprove the 
varlet, till such time aa the officers, by the command¬ 
ment of the jud^b, seised bis hands and took the 
I'ing wherewith be had sealed the purse, and laid It 
by the seal thereon: and this augmented the suspicion 
which was conceived of him first Howbeit neither 
the wheel nor tb e rack nor any other torment (accord¬ 
ing to tlie use of the Grecians) which M'ere done 
unto him nor stripes, no nor yet the fire, could enforce 
him to confess the matter, so obstinateaod grounded 
was he in his mischievous mind. 
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11 Turn medictia: “Kon patisr” inquit "Hercnle; 
non patiM v«I cootn 6a8 d« innocence isto luveoe 
snpplicitim V 0 & aujTiere, vel hunc lud^dc&Co nostro 
iudieio poenam noxii faeioons evadere. Dabo enim 
rei prsesentis evident argoiueotiun: mim cum vene- 
DuiD pereinptOTium eomparare pesMmus iste gestlreC; 
cec meae sccCae erederem convenire causu iilli 
praebere inortia, nec exltio aed sabiti hominum 
raedicinam quaecitam esse didtcisaera, vei'ena ne si 
daturum me negasaem, iuCerapeativa repuUa viam 
^eleri aubminlatrarero et ab alio quopiam exitiabilem 
mercatua hie |>oCionei7) veJ postrernum gladio vel 
quovis telo ne&a inchoatum perfiuereC,dedi venenuni, 
aed aomoiferuin; mandm^am ilium g;ravedinTS 
eompertae famosum et morU aimillimi soporia effiea- 
eeni. Nec mircun desperaCiasimum isturo latronem, 
eertius extiensae poenae, quae more itiAionim in eum 
competit, meietua istos ut leviorea iacile tolerare. 
Sed si vere puer meis teiiiperatjun manibua sumpsit 
|>otionem, vivK et quiesciC et dormit et protinna 
CQatcido sopore diaciisso remenbit ad diem lucldam: 
qood si vere peremptua eat, si morte praeventua est, 
quaeralis licet cauaas mortis eius alias.'* 

12 A<1 istua modum seniore adorante placuit, et 
itttr coiifvhtim caagna eum fcsUnatlone adillud eepul- 

^ AdiioflOQ'a DAi^hial BOt« U worth tranacrtilni: "Tba 
ofiic« or a phj’akiuu i« to cure and act to kllJ» m I have heard 
^'2 
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But thfi phjsiciaii, perceiviog tbat those torroeats 
<iid nothing prevail, began to say; <• 1 cannot suffer 
Or abide tliat tliis young mau ivho is innocent should 
against all law and conscience be punished and con¬ 
demned to die, ami the other which is culpable 
should escape so easily, and after mock and flout at 
your judgement: for 1 will give you an evident proof 
and argument of this present crime. You shall 
understand that when this caitiff demanded of me a 
present and strong poison, 1 conbidered tliat it wts 
not the part of my calling to give occasion of any 
other's death, but rather to cure and save sick 
persons by mean of medicines.^ And on tlie other 
side 1 feared lest if f should deny bis request 1 might 
by my untimely refusing minister a farther cause ot 
hia mischief by some other way, either that be would 
buy poison of some otlier, or else return and work 
his wicked intent with a sword or some dangerous 
weapon. Wherefore I gave hitu no poison, but a 
soothing drink of mandragora, which is of such foi’ce 
tlmt it will cause any man to sleep as though he 
were dead. Neither is it any marvel if this most 
desperate mao, who is certainly asbured to be put to 
that death which is ordained by our aocieot custom^ 
can suffer or abide tJiese facile and easy torments. 
But if it be $0 that the child haiJi received the drink 
as I tempered it with mine own hands, be U yet alive 
and doth but rest and sleep, and after his sleep he 
shall 1 ‘eturn to Ufe again \ but if be hath been 
murdered, if be be dud indeed, then may you 
further enquire of tbe causes of his death.*' 

The opinion of this aneient physician waa found 
good, and every man had a desire to go to the 

t«ll icaoy phyAldans of apecalaiion bt?« done* before they 
have come to practioe.** 
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chrum, quo corpus pucri depositum iaoebat: nemo 
de curia, de optio&Ubtis nerao ae ne de ipso quidcm 
populo qutsquam, qui non illuc curiose con(!uxerit 
Bcce pater, suis ipse msoibus cooperculo capuU 
remoto, comioodum disousso mortlfero $o]Mre sur- 
gentem postliminio mortis deprehendit /tliom, enm* 
qoe coinplexus artleslme, verbis impsr praesenU 
gaudio. prodiicit ud populum atqoe, ut eraX sdhoc 
feralibus ainlculis instrictus atque obditus, deportatur 
ad iudidujD paer. lajnquc liquido servi ncqui&simi 
atqne mulletis nequioris pate&etis sceleribus pro- 
oedit in medium nuda veritas; et novercae quidem 
perpctoum indieitar exiliujs, serrus vero jwtibalo 
suffigitur et oomiiim consensu bono medico douAti’r 
aurei, opportuni somni pretium. £t illloa quidem 
senU famosa atque fobulosa fbrtima providentiae 
dirioae condlgucizn eicljUt exitum, qui memento 
modico, ln>mo puneCo eriguo, post or)xtatis pericu> 
lum, adoiescenttum dnorum pater I’Cpente iactua 
est 

18 At ego tunc teraporis talibos btorum fluctibua 
volutabar: miles tile, qui me cullo vendente com- 
paraverat et sine pretio suum feoent, tribuni sui 
praecepto deUtura sustioens obeequium, Iktteras ad 
magnum scriptas prinnpem Roraam verses perlaturus, 
vldnis me qulbusdam duobus serris iratribus tindedm 
denariis veudidit. His ar&t div^ admodum dominos; 
at iliorum alter pistor dulciarios, qid panes et mellita 
coocinnabateduJia, alter eocus, qui aapidissimis intri* 
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sepulchre where the child was laid : there was Done 
of the justices, none of aoj reputation of the town, 
nor any indeed of the common peo{>ie, but went to 
see this stran^ sight. Amongst them all the father 
of the child removed with hi& own bands the cover 
of the coffin, and found his son rising up after bis 
dead and so poriferous sle^ep: and when he beheld 
him as one risen &om the dead he embraced blm ia 
his arms: and he could speak never a word for hU 
present gladness, but presented him before the people 
with great joy and eonsolation, and as he was wrapped 
and bound in the clothes of his grave, so he brought 
bbo before the judges. Hereupon the wickedness 
of the servant and the treason of the etepdume were 
plainly discovered, and the verity of toe matter 
nakedly revealed: whereby tbe woman was per¬ 
petually exiled, tbe servant hanged on a gallows, 
and by tbe consent ef aU the physician had the 
crowns to be a reward for the timely sleep wbich be 
had prepared for tbe child. Behold how the grest 
and wonderhil fortune of the old man brought by 
the provUlence of God to an happy end, wlio, think* 
lug to be deprived of all his race and posterity, was 
auickly, uay in the twinkling of an eye, made the 
father of two children. 

But as for me I was ruled and handled by fortune, 
according to her pleasure: for the soldier tvbich got 
me witliout a seller and |>aid never a penny for me, 
by the comma iidroent of his captain was sent unto 
lucne in course of bi' duty to carry letters to the 
great Prince, and beA^re be went lie sold me for 
eleven pence to two of his companions, brothers, 
being servants to a man of worship and wealth, 
wberenfoue was a baker, that baked sweet bread and 
deUcatea; tbe other a cook, which dressed with rich 
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piendi succuum puJmeota condita vApore mollibat. 
Unico ill! contuberoio commuDem vitam siutiucb&nt 
deque ad vaaa ilia compluria geatanda praedes- 
tinarant, quae domioi regiones plusculas pererrantU 
vania uiibu$ erant neoeaaaria. AcUcisccr itaque inter 
dttos illos tertiuj contubemalis, baud ullo tetn* 

pore tarn benivolam fortuoam expertus: uam vee- 
pera, post opiparas ceoas earumque spjendidfsslmos 
apparatus, multas nuroero partes Id cellalad suam 
mei aolebant reportare dotoini: ille poreonira, puU 
lorum, pueium et cuioacemodi pulmentonim larglssi- 
mas reliquias, hio panes, crustula, lucuucalos, hamos, 
lacertuloa et plura scitameota mellita. Qui cum se 
refccturi clausa callula balueas petisseat, oblatis ego 
dtvinitus dapibus affatioi saguiabar: nee enim tatn 
stultui eram tamque vere aditus, ut dnleis^uils lllix 
lerelicUs eenarem asperrimum faenum. Et diu 
quidem pulcberrime milii furatriuae procedebat 
artificium, qutppe adbuc bmide et satis parce sur* 
ripieoti de tain moltia pauciora, uec illis fraud es 
ullas In asinu suspicantibus. At ubi dducia latendi 
plenlore cepta partes opliaus quasque devorabam et 
tucundiora eligens abligurriban dulcia, suspicio non 
exilis fratrum pupuglt anlmos et quamquam de me 
ntbil etiam turn tale credereut, tatnea cotidia&l damtii 
stodiose vestigabant reum. HU verc postremo etiaiti 
mutuo sese rapiaae turpiubiuie criminabantar, lam. 
quecurao diiigeotlorem et aeriorem custodelam et 
dioumcratwnem adliibebant partiuoi. Tandem dent> 
<|ue rupta vereeuudbi sic alter alterum compellat: 
“At isUid lam neque sequum aene humaoum qui- 
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saiUc«s fine aiul excellent meats for bis master. Theae 
two liTtd in common, and would drive me f^om place 
to place to carr^ such vessels as were neeessarj for 
their master when be travelled tbrou|(h divers coun* 
tries. In this sort I was received b 7 these two as a 
third brother and companion, and I thoueht J was 
never better placed thu with them: for w^en night 
came and the lord’s supper was done, which was 
always exceedioglj rich and splendid, mj masters 
would bring manj good morsels into their chamber 
for themselves: one would bring large re«ta of pigs, 
chickens, fisb, and other good meats; the other line 
bread, pastries, tart*;, custards, and other delicate 
junkets dipped in hooey. And when before meat 
they had shut tbeir chamber door and went to the 
batns; O lord, how 1 would fill ray guts with those 
goodly dishes : neither was 1 so much a fool, or so 
very an ass, as to leave the dainty meats and grind 
my teeth upon hard hay. In this sort I continued a 
great space in my artful thieviog, for I played the 
honest ass, taking but a little of one dish and a little 
of another, whereby no man mistrosted me. In the 
end t was more hardier and more sure that 1 should 
not be discovered, and began to devour the whole 
messes of the sweetest delicates, which caused the 
baker and the cook to suspect not a little ■, howbeit 
they never mistrusted me, but searched about to 
apprehend the dally thief. At length they begun to 
accuse one another of base theft, and to keep and 
guard the dishes more diligently, and to number and 
set them in order, one by another, because they 
would leam wbat was taken away: and at last one 
of them was compelled to throw aside all doubting 
and to say thus to bis fellow: Is it right or reason 
to break promise and faith in this sort, by stealing 
fil *97 
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dem, cotidie ee partes dectiores surripere atque Hs 
divetiditi^ peculiom )fttenter au^ie, de reliqais 
aequam viodicare divisionem. Si tibi denique 
societaa lata displicet, posaumus omnia quidem 
cetera fratres raaoere, ab isto tauien nexu com* 
muaionia dUcedere: nam video in immensum damni 
procedenten querelam nutrire nobis immauem dis* 
cordiam.” Subicit aliua: ^Laudo isUm tuam me- 
hcrenlea et ipse conatantian, quod cotidte faratis 
eJaoculo partibus praevenUti queriraoniaro, quam 
diutissime sustlnena tacltus in^raeacobam, ne viderer 
rapioac aordidae meuiu i'ratreoi ar^iiere. Sed bene, 
quod athmqaesecus seroione prclsto iacturae re- 
mediutn qnaerituT, ne ailentio procedens aimultas 
1$ Eteocleaa no^s conUndonea parUt/' His et aunili* 
bus altercati conviciis deierautur utrique nullam se 
prorsus fraudesn, Qullam dcjuque aurreptionem Cacti- 
taase, aed plane debei'e cunctia artibua comcoaDia 
dUpeudli iatronem inquiri: nam neque aainua, qui 
aolua Interesset, taUbus cibis aflici posse^ et tamen 
eetidie partee etectUes comparere nuaquam, sec 
utique cellulam siiam tan immaacs Involare niiscas 
ut olun Harpjiae faere, quae diriplebaot Phmeias 
dajjes. 

Interea liberalibus eenU ineacatus et bunaais 
affaCim cibie sa^ioatue, corpus obeaa pin^itie comply* 
veraiD, coriuin arvioa auccuJecU molliveracn, pdum 
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AW4J tb« best meet And selling to eogment tb^ 
priTAte good. And jet Devertheless to hjsve thj etjual 
pert of tlie residue that is left? If our pariuersbip 
do displease thee, we will be partners and brothere 
in other things, but ia this we will break of: for I 
perceive that the great loss which I sustain will at 
length grow from complaiaing to be a cause of great 
discord between us/’ Then answered the oWier: 
“ Verilj I praise thy great constancy and subtileness, 
in that thou (when ti)Ou hast secretly taken away the 
meat) dost begin to complain hrst; whereas 1 by 
long Space of time have silently sufere<l thee, 
because 1 would not seem to accuse my brother of 
a scurvy theft. But J am right glad in that we are 
fallen into communication of this matter, to seek a. 
remedy for it, lest by our silence like contention might 
arise between us as fortuned between Eteocles ^ and 
bis brother.” When they had reasoned and striven 
together in this sort, they sware both earnestly that 
neither of them stole or took away any jot of the meat, 
but that they mustcouclude to search out the thief by 
all kind of means in eommon. For they coukl not 
imagine or think that the ass, who stood alone there, 
would fancy any such meats, and yet every day the 
beat parts tliereof would utterly disappear; neither 
could they think that Hies were so great or ravenous 
as to devour whole dishes of meat, like the birds 
harpies which earned away the meats of Phineos, 
king of Arcadia. 

In the mean season, while I was fed with dainty 
morsels, and fattened with food fit for men, I gathered 
together my flesh, my skin waxed soft and juicy, my 
hair began to shine, and I was gallant on every part; 

* 5t«odss and Pr>lyQic«e ware tha two sons of Osdlpua 
who killsd OBS AQoUtes' is the iotarascioo strife at Thabaa. 
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Iib«r«)i DiCore nutiiversim. Sed iste corporis mti 
decor pudori peperit grtnde dedecus t insolita nara< 
qoe tergoris vastitate comoioti, facnom proraus m* 
tactum coCdie remanere cementes, utn totes ad me 
dirigunt anioios; et hora consucta velut balneas 
petlturi, clauais ex more foribus, per quaocJam modi* 
ciivemam rlxoaotur me passim expositis epulis 
inbaerentetn. Nec ulla cura iazn damcl stii habita, 
mirati monstruosas asioi ddidasiisu maxlmodirorn* 
ptmtar, vocaloqoe uoo et altero ac deio pluribus 
conserris, desiorstraot infsadsm memorata heberis 
iumenti gulam. Tantus deiiique ao tani liberals 
cachinous eunetos iovaserat, at ad aures quoque 
1 Q praeteteuntis pervenjret donitni: scisdtatiu dejicqacj 
quid bonum rideret lamilia, cogoito quod res erat, 
ipse qaoque per idem prosplctenfi foratne}i deieotatur 
ezimie. Ac dchinc risu ipse quoque latissimo ad 
usque lutestiaoTom dolbrem redaetus, iam patefacto 
cuUculo proxime con&Utens eoram arbitrate r. Nam 
et ego tandem ex aliqiia parte molHus mihi reoideatis 
fbrtunae cODtemplatus (adem, gandio prscsenQum 
tiducisjo mihi submiaistrante, nec tactiilum com- 
motjs, securus esitabam, quoad ncritate speetaciiH 
laetus doaiiRus aediuro duci me iussit, iaucbO rero sois 
etiam ipse roaaibus ad triclinium perdoxit mensaque 
pqtita omjie genus eduHuca soUdorum et illibata fer> 
cula iussit appoDi. At ego, quamquam iam bellule 
suffsrdnatus, gretiosum commeudatioremque me 
tameD ei faoere oupieiu esurieater extubitas escas 
appetebftoj: 2»m et quid potissimum abhorreret 
500 
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bnt saeh fair and eemdj abape of mj l>o<ly wax 
cause of my dtsiranimr, for tbe baker and the cook 
marvelled to see me so sleek end fine, considering 
that mj hayr was every day left uotouched. Where¬ 
fore they turned all their minds towards me, and on a 
time when at their accustomed hour they made as 
they would go to the baths aA<l lccke<l their chamber 
door, it fortuned that ere they deiiarted away they 
espied me through a hctle hole how I fell roundly 
to my victuals t^t lay spread abroad. Then ^ey 
marvelled greatly, and little esteeming the loss of 
their meat laugficd exceedingly at tlie marvellous 
daintiness of an ass, celling the 6etvaati< of the bouse, 
one by one and then more togetlicr, to shew them 
the gree^ gorge and wonderful appetite of e alow 
beast. Unelaugliing of them all was so immoderate 
that the master of the liouse pax&ing by heard them, 
and demanded the cause of their laughter ■, and when 
he understood all the niatter, he looked througli tJte 
hole likewise, wherewith he took aucli a delectation 
that he had well nigh burst his guti» with latxghing 
commanded the door to be <meiied, that he might 
see me at bis pleasure. Tlieu I, beholding the face 
of fortune altogether smiling upon me, waa nothing 
abashed, but rather more bol^ for joy, whereby I 
never rested eating till such time as the m»^r of 
the house commauded me to be brought out as a 
novelty, nay he led me into his own parlour witli 
his own bauds, and there caused all kinds of meats, 
which had been never before touched, to be set on 
the able; and these (although 2 bad eatejt suffi¬ 
ciently before, yet to win tbe further favour of tlie 
master of the house)! did greedily devour, and made 
a clean riddance oi tbe delicate meats. And to 
prove my mild and docile nature wholly, they give 
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«sino excogirantes scrupulose, ad explprandam 
rnansuetudinem id offei'ebant mihi, caroes lasere 
infectas, alUUa pipere iaspersa, pUees axotico iure 
per^os. iDterim caoTiviuio siuurao rtni persooa- 
bat: qdidam deaique praesans acurrula “Date” 
Inquit “ Sodali buic quippiaa meri.” Quod dictum 
dominua aecutua Kon adeo” respocdit “Abaurde 
locutus es, fiircifer: valde euim fieri poteat ut con- 
tuberoAlia noster puculum quoqcie mulsi libenter 
appetaU” Et “Heus," ait "Puer, Uutum dill- 
geoter ecce Ulum aureum cantharuro muUo cod- 
tempera et offer parasito meo; simal qaod ei 
praebibeiim corsmoiieto.” Ingens exio oborta est 
epuianum expeclatio: oec aila tamen ego ration e 
conterritus otiose ae satis geniaUter eontorta in 
modum linguae postrema labia grandUaimuoi fllum 
callcem ono haustu perduxi: clamor exsurgit coasona 
17 voce ccmctorum salute me prosequentium. Magno 
dcniqoc dclibotus gaudio dominus vocatis aervfa aaia, 
emptoribija mcis, iubet qaadrciplum restitui pretiDm 
meque cuidam accept) samo liberto sjo et satis peou- 
Ijato, raagnam praefatQS diligentiara, tradidJt; qui 
me satis humane satisque comiter natriebat et^quo 
se patroDO commeodatiorcm faceret, studiosissirae 
roluptates eius per meas argutias instruebat. Et 
primuru me quidem mensam accumbere aufflxo 
cubilo, dein alluctari et etlHin soltare sublatis pri- 
moribus pedtbua perdocuiti quodque esaet apprune 
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me aucb meat aa every aaa dotb greatly abb or, for 
tbry put before me beef aod vinegar, birds and 
pepper, fish and sharp sauce. In the mean season, 
they that beheld me at the table did nothing but 
laugh: then one of the wits that was there said to 
his master: “I pray you, sir, give this feaster some 
drink to his supper/ “ Marry," quoth he, “I think 
thou sarest true, rascal; for so It may be that to bia 
neat this our dlnner*fclIow would drink likewise u 
cup of wine. Oh, boy, wash yonder golden pot, and 
fill it with wine; whleh done, carry It to my nest, 
and say tlmt 1 have drank to him." Then all the 
standers-by looked on, looking eagerly to see wbat 
would come to pass i but I (as soon aa I beheld the 
cup) stayed not long, but at ray leisure, like a good 
compauiOD, gathering my Ups together to the fa^\loa 
of a man's tvngrue, eupped up all the wloe at one 
drK\ig!it, while all who wore there present shouted 
very loudly aad wished me gi»od health, 

'fhe ranater. being right joyful hereat, oaused the 
baker and the cook which had bought me to come 
before him; to whom he delivered four times as 
m\ich for me as they paid. Then he committed me 
to one of hli most favourite freedmen, that was very 
rich, aud charged him to look well to me, and that 1 
should lack nothing. lie obeyed his master a com¬ 
mandment in every point, feeding me with kindness 
and civility ; and to the etid he would creep further 
into his favour, he taught me a thousand qualities 
and tricks for his pleasure. First he instructed me 
to sit at the bible upon my tail,^ and then how 2 
should wrestle and dance holding up ray fore feet; 
moreover he taught me (which was much more wondcr- 
f\ll) how I should answer when anybody spake unto 
t Lit. to raclloa upOB zay tibow." 
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mIr&Uile, verlds aatum commo4«rc, ut quod noUcm 
r«l«to, quod vvttem deiecto capite moostrarem, 
»itf«nfiqu« pociltatore reapecto, ct!us alterna coH' 
luveDS, biber« AaptareiD. A tqiie haec om oJa perfacile 
oboediebare, quae miHo etiam monstrante scilicat 
facerem : aed verabar oa si forte sine raagiatro 
humane ritn ederem pleraque, rati acaevum prae- 
sa^ium porteodere, velut moastram ostentuaique 
roe obtruacatum yutturiis opuaum pabuluai red- 
derent. laraque rumor j>ub]ice erebruerat; quo eoa- 
spectum atque fkailgerabitera naels mirla artibus 
effeeeram dominum : hie est qui sodalem convivam- 
que possidet a^iun luctanCem, aanum saltantamj 
aanum vocea humanaa inte)legentem, eensuro nutibus 
exprimentem. 

18 Sed prius est ut robia, quod initio facerc debueram, 
vel nunc salcrm referamj quis iste rel uncle fiicrit. 
Tbiasus (hoc eniia nomine meus nuncupabattir dooU- 
oua) oriundus patria Conntho, quod caput e$t toUus 
AchaJae provinciae, ut eius prosapia atque dignitas 
postalabat; gradatiiu permeusia honoribua quiaquen- 
nab raagistratu fticrat dcsUnatiu, et ut splendor! 
oaprssendorum respondcret fasciain, muous gladia- 
torium tnduani ^cctacuU pcDieftus latius munid- 
centjam niam porrigebai Denique gloriae pubiicae 
SOi 
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me, with Ufling' my heed if 1 would not anything, 
but bowing it if 1 would; and if I did lack drink, I 
should look still upon the minister of drink, winkiug' 
Srst with one eye and then with the other. ^ 
which thuigs 2 did willingly bring to pass, and obeyed 
hU doctrine; howbeit 1 could have done all these 
things without his teaching, but 1 feared greatly lest 
in shewing mysel f cunning to do all like a man, without 
a maater, 1 should portend some great and strange 
wonder, and as a piodigy thereby be slain and 
thrown out to wild vultures. But my fame was 
sprea^l about in every place, and the qualities whicli 
I could do, in so much that my master was renowned 
throughout all.the country &y reason of me. For 
every man would say;'' Behold the gestlcmao that 
hath an ass that will eat and drink with him, an ass 
that will box, an ass that will dance, an ass that 
understaadeth what is said to him and will shew his 
fantasy by signs." 

But first 1 will tell you (which 1 should have done 
before) who my master was, of what oountiy. 
His namr was Thiosus; he was bom at Coriuth, 
which is the principal town of all the province of 
Acbaea; he had passed all oflices of honour in due 
course accordiug as his birth and dignity required, 
and he should now take upon him the degree Quin¬ 
quennial t: and now to shew his worthiness to enter 
upon that office, and to purchase the benevolence of 
every person, he appointed atxd promised public joys 
nnd triumphs of gladiators, to endure the space of 
three daya To bring his endeavour for the public 

* The riug)« toss of the beaO backwards, *biob Is lUll tbs 
reaoiar gesture otrefuiaJ lo Italy. 

V Tbs qDiaqusMiial magistracy, or chief office of proriuoisl 
towns. 
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studio tunc Thessaliftm oUiud accesserat, nobi!U> 
Simas fem ek fsraosos idde gtadUtores comparatunu, 
iatD(]U« ex arbitrio <U$positis coomptisque omnibus 
domuitiooem parabat Spretis luculeotis i I Ms suis Yt bt> 
cults ac posthabitis decoris raedariim carpcutis, quae 
partim contecta, partim revelata, frustra novissimis 
tmhebeiitur consequiis, equis eUam Tbcssalicis et aUls 
jumeatis Gallicafus quibus geaerosa sti boles perliibet 
pretiosam dignitatenj, me phaleris aureis et fucatis 
ephipplis et purpureiK tapetia et frenis argeutels et 
pictilibus ba)teis ei kiptinaabuiie perargutU exor* 
Datum ipse reaidens amantissiine oonnunquam comis- 
simis affatur sermonibas^ atqoe inter aMa pleraque 
somtue se deiectari profitebatur quod haberet in me 
19 aiiDuVetcoDvivam et veetOTcm. At ubi partim tmestrl, 
partlni raaritlmo ittnere confecto Conntbum accessi- 
ous, magnaeciviMm turbae confluebant, ut rnihi vide- 
batnr, oon tantum Tliiasi dantes honorl quam mei con* 
spectue cupieutea: nsra tanU etism ibidem de me 
fame per?aserat, at non inediocri quaestoi praeposito 
illi meo foerim. Qui cum multos videret nimio 
favore lasus meos epectare gestientes, obserata fbre 
atque siugulis eorom seortus admissis, stipes ae* 
cep tans non parvas summulas diuroas corradere 
consuerat. 

Fuit in Ulo convepticulo Dsatrona quaedam pollens 
et opulens, quae more ceterorum visum meum mer* 
cata ac debinc inultiformibus Itidicris delectata per 
adrairationeia uasiduam paiilathe in sdmirabilem mei 
cupidinem incidit,Dec ullatn vesauae liHdini medelam 
50b' 
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&7oai to pass, he came into Thessaly to buj excel* 
lent beasts and Taliant fighters for tbe purpose, and 
now when be bad bouglit such things as were neces* 
sary, and was aboat returning home, be would not 
journey into his countiy in bis fine chariots or splen¬ 
did wagons, which travelled boliind him in the rear, 
some covered and some open, neither would he ride 
upon Thessahaa horses, or gennets of France, which 
be most excellent (by reason of their long descent) 
that can be found; but caused me to be garnished 
and trimmed with trappings of gold, with brave 
Itarness, with purple coverings, with a bridle of 
silver, with pictured clothes, and with shrilling 
bells, and in this manner he rode upon me lovingly. 
Speaking and entreating me with gentle words, but 
above all things he did greatly rejoice, in that 1 was 
at once his servant to bear him upon my back, and 
bis companion to feed with him at the table. After 
a long time when we had travelled os well by sea as 
land, and fortuned to arrive at Corinth, the people 
of tbe town came about us on every side, not so 
much to do honour unto Tbiasus as to see me ; for 
my fame was so greatly spread there, that 2 gained 
my master much money: for when the people was 
desirous to see me play pranks, he caused tbe gates 
to be shut, and such as entered in should p^mouey; 
by means whereof 2 was a profitable companion to 
him every day. 

There fortuned to be amongst tbe assembly a noble 
and rich mation, that after tliat she bad paid her 
due to behold me was greatly delighted with all my 
tricks and qualiti^, in so much that she fell marvel* 
loualy in love with me, and could find no remedy to 
her pa«sion8 and disordinate appetite, but continually 
desired to have her pleasure with me, like a new 
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capiens id instar aniasriAe PA»i|»baAe eociplexus meos 
ar^Dtar eapectabat. Brandi deoiqiie pnamio cum 
•Itore meo aepccta est nocUs uni us concubitum: at 
i)le ncquas), qua ponet de me soave proveniie, lacre 
20 suo tsntam contratua, annuit. lam d unique ceoati 
e tricliaio domlnl decesseranus, et iaindu^uxn prae- 
stolaDtem cubiculo meo matronam offendimiis. DU 
bonl> quails ille quamque )>raeclaruj ap^raratus! 
Quattiior euDuchf coofestim pulvfllU compluribua 
veatose tumentlbus pluma delicata terrestrem nobis 
cubitum praeab^uni, aed at atragula vesta auro ac 
murice Tjrio depiota probe conaUmunt, ac desuper 
brevibua admodum sed satis copiosls puluillis aliis 
nimls moUibus,* qnia maxillas et cervices delicatae 
mulierea suAidcire consueruot, superatruuni Nec 
dominae voluptates diutina sua praesentia morati 
clauaia cubiculi foribvs facessuot: at intos cerei prae- 
clart micantoa luce noctumas nobis tenebras inalba* 
^1 bant. Tunc Ipsa euueto pror&iia spoliata teg;mino, 
taenia quoque qua decoras devinxerat papillas, lumen 
propter ataistens de atagneo vasculo multo sese per- 
ungit oleo balsameo, lueque indidem largissime per* 
^oat, sed mnlto tanto mipenidus curans etiam nares 
perfunditmeas.^ Tunc eaoaculata pressule, non qualia 
in lupanari solent basiola iactari vel meret^am 
posclnummit vel adveotorum negatitinumoiia, sed 
purs atque slncera, instmit, et blandiasimoe aftatus: 
•* Amo,” et “ Cupio,” et “ Tc solam diligo,” et" Sine 
te iam vivere nequeo/’ et cetera quia muUeres et 
alios icdncunt et soas teetantar affectationee; capls* 
troque me prehensub more quo didiceram recUnat 
facile, qoippe cum oil nori nlhilque difitclle facturus 
mihi videror, praesertlm post tan turn temj>oris taro 
IbiTOOSae mulieris cupienlls axn{>lcxus obi turns: narn 
t S-i for Uia «toa»eti, a ie«« llota, p. SdO. 
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pAsiphae, but wit)} «r ass. In the end she proniiBed 
a great reward to toy keeper for the eustody of ree 
one night, who eared for naught but for gain of a 
)itt)e monej; and accorded to her deaire. When 
therefore I had supped in a parlour with my master, 
we departed away a^ went into our chamber, wjiete 
we found the fair matron, who had tarried a great 

E fnr our coming. Good God, how nobly all 
_s there were prepared! there were four eimucha 
that laid a bed of Mllowing down on the ground with 
bolsters accordingly for as to lie on; the coverlet was 
of cloth of gold and Tyrian dye, and the pillows small, 
but soft and tender, as whereon delicate matrons 
accustom to lay their headi>. Then the eunuchs, 
not rainding to deJay any longer the pleasure 
of their mistress, clos^ the doon of the chamber 
and departed awayand within the chamber were wax 
candles that made light the darkness of the night all 
the place over. Then she put off all her g;arinents to 
her naked skin, yea even the veil of her bosom, and 
standing next the lamp began to anob)t all her body 
with balm, suid mine likewise, but especially my nose; 
which done, she kissed me, not as they sccusloco 
to do at the stews or in b^thel'houses, or In the 
courtesan schools for gain of money, but purely, 
sincerely, and with great affection, casting out these 
and like loving wor^: ‘^Thou art he whom I love,” 
"Thou art he whom I only desire," "Without thee 
I cannot live,” and other like preamble of talk, as 
women can use well enough when they mind to 
shew or declare their burning passions and. great 
aff^Cion of bve. Then she took me by the hslter 
and cast me upien the bed, which was noting strange 
unto me, considering ttwt she was so beautiful a 
matron, and I so well blown out with wine, and 
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viao pakhernmo ttqut ccpio«o memet made' 
fecerais unguento fragrantUsimo prolubtum libi- 
Si dinl$ auseitaram, S«d acgeb&r plaae Ma exiU mctn, 
repatsoj quemadcDodum tanQs tamque magnU citirl^ 
bua posaan dalicatam iDalronam macendere, vel tam 
loci^ja tamque teDera et lacta ac tnalle coofecta 
mnabra duris ungulis con!tpI«cti, labia^que raodieaa 
ambro&io rore purpuraote« tam aniplo ore tam^ue 
enomi et aaseia dentibus deformi saalari, novissime 
quo pacto, quamquam ex unguicalia perj>ruriscens, 
malier tasD vaatuia gemtale siiseiperet: hen me qui 
diropta nobkli femiDa bestiia obiactos munus iaabvc- 
turus sim mei domini ( Mollea interdum voculas et 
aeiidua savia et dulses gaonitus eomroortlcaiitlbxis 
oenUa Iterabat ilia, et in aumma Teneo te," inquit 
" Teneo merun paluoibulum, tneum passerem," et 
cnmdieto vanaa luiaee cogitaCtonea meas ineptumque 
moTtatrat meCum: artlsaime namque complexa totufn 
me prcnoa, sed totum recepit. Ilia vtro, quotieoa 
ei pareena natea recelleban, accedens totiena niaa 
rabido et spioam prehendeiia meaci applielore nexu 
llihaerebat, ot Hercule etiara deesse is (hi aliquid ad 
aupplendaiD eiua libidinem crederetn, nec Mino- 
taori matrem fruain delectatam putarem adultere 
nnglente. Uroque operoaa et pervigili nocte trana- 
acta, ritata lucia conscientia facesaitmulier, coodicto 
i$ part noctis faturae pretio. Nec gravate uagiater 
tneua wlaplates ex eius arbitrto largiebator, partim 
meroedea ampliaahsaa aceeptacdo; partim novuin 
iMcUcqJom domloo praeparaodo: incuaetaater ei 
cfeniqae Itbidinia noetrae tetam detcgit scaenam. 
At ifle Ilbeiio magaiBce maaerato deskoat me 
apvctacido publico: et quooiam aeque egvegia ilia 
axor mea propter digcitatem aeque prorsua \dla alia 
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perfumed with balm, whereby 1 was readily prepared 
fpr the purpose. But nothing grieved me so muoh 
as to think how 1 tbonid wi% my huge and great 
legs embrace so fair a matron, or ho* I should touch 
her due, dainty, and silken skin made of milk and 
honev with my hurd kooh>, or liow it was possible to 
kiss \tr soft, her pretty ui\d ruddy lips with ciy 
monstrous great mouth and stony teeth, or how she, 
who was «o youug and tender, could receive my love. 
And 1 verily thought if I should hurt the woman by 
any. kind of means, I should be thrown out to the 
wild beasts: hut in the mean season she spoke gently 
to me, kiasing me oft, and looked on me with burntng 
eyes, saying: 1 hold thee my cony, 1 hold thee my 

nops, my sparrow," and therewitiial she shewed me 
that all my fear was vain, for she oft-times embraced 
my body round about, and had her pleasure with me, 
whereby 1 thought the mother ot Minotavirus did 
not causeless quench her inordinate desire with a 
bull.' When night was passed, with mach joy and 
small sleep, the matron went away, avoiding the 
light of day, so that she might not be seen, and 
bargained with my keeper for another night; which 
he willingly granted, partly for gain of money, and 
partly to hod new pastime for my master. He, after 
he waa infbnned of all the history of my luxury, was 
right glad, aud rewarded my keeper well for hb pains, 
minding to shew iu the public theatre what I could 
do; but because they would not suffer that noble 
wife of mine to abide such shame, by reason of her 
dignity, and because they could hnd no otber that 

> la a DoUrefci rioif ta th* whole of this passage Adliu^ton 
writs*: " Here I have left out cortala lines prcfUr honmlMevi. 
1b which bii modesty is much to be commended, aod will 
here h« lollowed. 
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ipveotri potueritt grsndi prs«miOj Tills snquirltur 
Aliqiia senteaba praeaidls bestiis addicta, qiia« macuiti 
iacoram publicam popali eaveam frequeuUrat £iu6 
ppanat tal^ cognoreram fabulaCQ: 

MaritucQ babuit, cuias pater peregre profieucens 
isandavit uxoti vuae, main etusdem iuvenls (quod 
enlm sardna praegnationis oaeratam eararelloquebat) 
ut t\ aexu$ seqaiotis edlcHsset fetum, protmus quod 
esaet edltum necaretur. At ilUj per abae»tiam mariti 
nata puella, insita matrtbu$ pieCate praeventa, deaciTtt 
ab obsequie mariti, eamqoe prodidlt vlemia alumnan* 
dam, regrewoque iam marito sataco oecatamque 
nuntiavit. Sed ubi Bos setada nuptialeot virgltu 
diem dagitabaC, nec Ignare marito dotare 6Hani pro 
naUbbos quibat, quod solum poiuit, 6Ho sue taciturn 
seereturn apeiuit: nam et oppido verebatur ae quo 
casu calorU luvenalis impetu lapsus nesclus oesciam 
sororem incurreret. Sed pietatis epectatae luvenis 
et matr'cs obsequlum et sororis officium religiose dls- 
pejiaat et, arcanis domus renerabilissileDdi eustodlae 

a Adiin|(ra liere ieaarfie in Iifa t«xt an explautioQ which 
Ii net in (ho LeUa, bet facoDV«Dieab for followlu; tb« chresd 
S12 
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would «ven for h rewart] so groAt a 

reproach, At length they obuined for money An eril 
vomaa, which was condemned to be eaten of wild 
beasts, with whom 1 should beset iaacage before the 
people. But first I will tell yon what a tale Z heard 
concerning her. 

ITiis womau had a husbaad whose father, tnlndiag 
to ride forth, coaimanded ]>is wife, the yuuag man’s 
mother, which he left at home great with child, 
that if she were delivered cf a daughter, It should 
incontinently be killed. Now when tlie time of her 
delivery came, it fortuned that she had a daughter 
bom while ber husband was still abroad, whom she 
would not suffer to be slain, hr I'casoa of the natural 
affection which she hare unto ner child, but declined 
from the command of her husbau<l and secretly 
committed her to one of her neighbours to nurse. 
And when her husband returned home, she declared 
unto him that she was delivered of a daughter, whom, 
as be commanded, she bad caused to be put to death. 
But when this child came to the flower of her age, 
and was ready to be married, the mother knew not 
by what means she should endow her daughter 
without that ber husband should understand and 
perceive It. Wherefore she could do naught but 
discover the matter to ber sgn,^ a^ a secret greatly 
to be hidden and kept dark; for she greatly feared 
lest he should unawares be urged by the natural heat 
of youth and fisney or fall in love with his own sister. 
Tbe young man understanding the whole matter 
did ^according to his known and proved piety) 
perform both his duty to his mother and his natural 
obligation towards hi$ sister { for be kept tl)e matter 

of the itor?—that tha sen “was the Lushond of this woman 
coadeasnM to be eatso o< wild baaau." 

2 K 
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traJitis, plebdam T&cie t«ftU6 pra«t«mUns humanita- 
tem, die ncceasariiun sanguinU sui zdudijs aggr«(lituf, 
ut duoIaUm vicinam pueUaaparentumqueptaesidio 
vidu&tam domus suae tutela recepUret, ac mox artla- 
simo saultunque aibi dilecto cootuberoali, lar^toa 
Si de proprio dotem Uberali&etme tmderet Sed baec 
bene atque opUme plenaque cum sanctlrneDia dta- 
posita feralem pM’tunae outuis latere non potuerunt, 
cuiufl inetiactu domum luvenia protinua ae direxit 
aaeva rivalltaa, et illlco baec eadem uaor eius^ quae 
BUisc best) is propter haec ipsa foerat addicta, coepit 
poellaca velut aemulam tori succub&mqae primo sua- 
picari, dehin« detesUrij debioc crudeUasimia iaqueis 
mortis inaidiarl: tale deniqoe comminiacitur facinus. 

Annulo maritl surrepto rus profecta mlttit quen> 
dam servulum, sibi quidem ddelem aed de ipsa dde 
pessirae raerentem, qui puellae auntiaret qeod earn 
loaeala profectua ad villulam vooaret ad aeae, addito 
utaola etalne ullo coiaite quam maCurisslme perven* 
net: et ne qua forte aaeeeretur venlendi cuactatio, 
tradit aativlnm man to subtractum, qui monatratua 
(idem verbis adsUpularetur, At ilia maadatu fratris 
obseqoens (hoc eniia nomen sola sciebat) respeeto 
etiam signo eius quod olferebatur, naviter^ ut prae- 
eeptom fuerat^ iacotoitata festbat $ed ubi fraudla 
iii 
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utterly secret in his heart, feifCing that he had 
towards her no more than common human kindness, 
and so perfomed the due offices of kinehip and 
blood diat he feigned that she >«as a neigl^ur's 
daughter desoUte both of father and mother, that he 
would take her into the protectjon of his own house, 
aucl incontiscntlj after endowed her largely wit!) 

E art of his own goods, and would hare married 
er to one of Iiis especial and tfus^ friends. But 
although he brought this to pass very religiously and 
aagely, yet in the end none of them could avoid the 
decree of cruel and envious fortune,wbieh sowed great 
sediUon in his house. For ha wife (who was now for 
this condemned to beasts) waxed jealous of her 
husband, and began to suiipect and then to bate the 
young woman as a harlot and common quean, in so 
much that she invented all manner of cruel snares 
to dispatch her out of the way: and in the end she 
invented this kind of mischief. 

She {irivily stole away her husband's ring, and 
went into the country, whereai; she commanded one 
of her servanta that was trusty to her, but otherwise 
a faithless varlct, to take the ring and to carry it to 
the maiden: to whom he should declare that her 
brother did pray her to come into the country to him, 
and that she should come alone, as soon as .she might, 
without any other person. And to the end ahe 
should not delay, but come with all speed, he did 
deliver her the ring, to be a sufficient testimony of 
bis message. The maiden, being very willing and 
desirous to obey his commandment (for she alone 
toew that he was her brother) and out of re^^ect 
alto for Ms signet, went in all haate alone ad the 
messenger willed her to do. But when she was 
fallen into the snore and engine which was prejuired 
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extremae kptt deeipulo Isqueos insidlarum Accewlt, 
tuncUU uxor egrepa sororem mAiitillbi<IInosae furiae 
itimulis efferaU primum quidem nudamdagrisulEime 
verberat, dehinc, quod res eral, clamantem, qiiodque 
frusin paelicatuB indlgnataone buUiret, fttitr 1 squ« 
mac taepiu* iterantem, relut mantitnm aCque euneta 
ftngaatam tltJoae candentl inter media feininit da- 
truso erudalitiima neeavlL 

fij Tunc acarbaa mortii exdtl nuntila fretaratmarltua 
accomint, variiaque lamantatlonibua dafletam puellam 
tradunt aepultume. Sac luvenis aocoria auaa mortam 
tara atJaersin at a qua' minima par ant iHatam aequo 
tolarara quivit anlirio, aad mednUltua dolora coinmo' 
tua aearrimaaqua bllla noxlo furore perfuaua axin 
DagranUaalmia fabribus ardabat, ut Ipat quoqua lam 
medein videretur necaaaarla, Sad uxor, quae iam* 
pridem Jiomcn uxorii cum 6da pardlderat, medkijin 
aonve^iit qiicndum notac parflillne, qui lam inultarum 
palmaiuni ipectatui proaMia magim dextarae auaa 
tropaea nuruenbat, alquc prollnua quiiiquaginU pro> 
roitUt aaaecTtla, ut ilia quldem iscmentarlum vane' 
nun vanderet, Ipaa autem emeret mortem mariti aui. 
Quo coofecto slmulatur oeceiaaria praeeordiia lenian- 
dia bllique aubtrahendae ilia praeaobijia potlo, quam 
aacram dootiorea nomJnant, sod in eiua vice 
> : a pte le tba augfoetjoD of Sclopploa. 
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for ber with <uch InAnite euoAing, tbe miscbievoue 
wom^n, like ooe that were mad aod possessed with 
some ill spirit, did strip her hi)«lMind’(> sister aitd 
scourge her first with rodb from top to toe; and 
when the i)oor maiden called for hdp with a loud 
voice and declared the truth of the matter, declaring 
oft that he was lier brother, tbe wicked harlot 
(boiling with jealousy and weening that she bad 
invented and feigned the matter) took s burning 
firebrand and thrust it betwlat her thighs, whereby 
she died mUerably. 

He that should he tbe husband of this maiden, 
but especially her brother, advertised of her cruel 
death, came to the place where she was slsin, and 
after great lamentation and weeping they eaiuied her 
to be ^ ried h onourably. The you iig man, her brother, 
taking in ill part the miseraDle death of his sister, 
and especially the unimtural source whence it came, as 
it was convenient he should, conceived so great dolour 
within his mind, and was stricken with so ]>eatilent 
fury of bitter anguish, that he fell into the burning 
l^assioiw of a dangerous ague; whereby he seemed in 
such necessity that he needed to have some speedy 
remedy to save his life. The worann tliat slew the 
maiden, having lost the name of wife together wltb 
her faith, went to a certnin traitorous physician, who 
could number many such triumphs as the work of 
hii hands, au<l promised iiim Any pieces of gold if 
he would sell her a ))resent i>Qisoa that she *^^ht 
buy the death of her husband cut of hand. This 
done, in presence of her husband she feigned that it 
was necessary for him to receive a certain kind of 
drink, which the masters and doctors of physic do 
call a sacred |>otion, to the intent he might purge 
colour and scour the interior parts of his bMy. But 
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aubditur slia ProicrpiA&e sacra Salutl. Umqoe 
pra«sejite CunUia ti nonnullls amlds et affinibus 
ae^oto mcdicuB pMuluni probe teraperatom macu 
fiG 9UJI pom^bdt. Sed audax Dia mulier, ut aimoJ et 
conacium Kclerii anoliretur et quam deip^^n derat 
l>ecuniam IcicrareCur, coram detento calice, ‘'Nod 
prius,'* ioqult Medlcorum optirae, non priua cans* 
ilmo mjh< marito tr&dei Istam putlonem, quam de ea 
bonam purtem hausens l|)se. Unde enim sclo u 
oox<un Id ea laCcat venenum f Quae res uUque te, 
tan prudentem tauque doctum virum^ ncquoquam 
ofTeculet, si rell^ia uxor circa salutem inariti loU 
llolta DceesaaTiam affero pieUtem/' Qun mim de* 
a|)ertitj<M)e tniculentae ferainac Kpente perturbatui 
reedicusj exeuesusque toto conalUo et ob angustiam 
temporis sjtaUo oogitandi privatua, nntequam trepl- 
datione aUqua vel euuctatioue ipsa daret maloc 
cortscienbac luipkloiiem, Indldejn <lo |wtlo>ie gus* 
tavit ampliter: quam f^demseeuCus aduleseena etiuni, 
surnpto callce, quod offerebotur bauail. Ad latum 
modum praeaenti transavto negotio medicus quam 
celerrimedomuiD reraenbat salutl fera poUone }>eetem 
praecedectis veneni festinaDS extbiguere; nec eum 
obstinatlone sseri)ega,qua eemel coeiierat^truculeitta 
mulier uiiguc latlus a se discedere pom est, '* Prius* 
01S 
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tbe physician, instead of that healthy diiuk, had pr^ 
pared a nor^ and deadly poiaon, that was rather 
sacre<l to ^e healing of the goddess oi death, and 
when be had tempered it accordingly, be took the 
pot in presence of all the family and other aeigh> 
hours and friends of the sick young man, and offered 
it unto the patient. But the bold and hardy woman, 
to the end she might destroy him that a'as privy to 
her wicked intent, and also gain the mouey which 
she had promised the phyatclau, stayed the pot with 
her band, saying: " I ]>ray you, master physician, 
minister not ^Is drink unto my dear husband until 
such time as you have drank some good ]>art thereof 
yourself. For what know 1, whether you have 
mingled any poison in the drink or no^ Wherein 
1 pray you not to be oflended, for I know that you 
are a man of wisdom and learuing, but tins 1 do to 
the intent the consdeuce and love that 1 bear to 
the health ajid safeguard of my husbaud may be 
apparent.’' The physician, being greatly troubled 
at the marvellous and stubborn wickedum of the 
mischievous woman, was void of all counsel and 
leisure to consider on the matter, and lest he 
might give any cause of su^icion to the stauder^ 
by, or shew any scruple ox his guilty cooseience, 
by reason of long dday, be took the pot in his 
hand and presently drank a good draught thereof: 
which done, the young man, haviug now no 
mistrust by this example, drank up the residue. 
When all ^is was finished the physician would have 
gone immediately home to receive a counter-poison 
or antidote, to expel and drive cut the hrst poison; 
but the wicked womau, persevering in the constant 
mischief wherein she h^ begun, would not suffer 
him to depart one foot until such tinxe (os slie said) 
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quus'' ioqult Digests p«tioue medieinAe proventus 
appAKAt/' 86(1 aegre precibus it obteftAtiombut esus 
multura AC dio fatigAU tandem abire concA^sit. 
loterdum peroidem eaecamtotia vUeeribiu furentem 
medullae penitus attraxerant: multum denique 
•AuduB et gravedine aeraiialenU iaoi demeraus 
domum peiradit Aegcrrima, vixque enarratiB 
eunetia ad axorem, mandato aaltcm promissam iner* 
cedem mortis gecninalAA doi>osceret, sic cIIbub 
vloleoter specUtlaaimus raedieua effuiidit splrltum. 

17 Nee iUe Umeo iavanlf diutiua vlUtn tenuAnit, aed 
inter detas mentHaaque lacrimNS luoria )>Arl caau 
mortis fuerat extincuia. lamque eo se))uIto, paucle 
interlectlA diebui, quia fernlla mortuii UUutur ob< 
lequia, uxor madid ]>ratlum gemina« mortis patens 
aderat. Sed mulier usquequaque sul aimUJs, ddel 
supprimens fadam, praetendeni imAglnom, blan* 
(iicula respondlt ei omnia prolixo accumulateque 
pobicetnr at statu turn pniemhim sine mom so red* 
ditoram constitult, modo pauxinuin de ea potions 
larglri aibl vellet ob luceptl negotii persecutionem. 
Quid pturlboi? Laqneis fraud ium j>essimBrum uxor 
inducta inedid facile eonsandt, et quo se gratlorem 
JooupleU feoiinue facaret, propehter domo petiUni 
toUm proraui venani pyxidam mulieri tradidit: 
quae gratidem scelerum oancU materUm longe 
id lateque cnientas euai manus ponigit. Habebat 
i^irvuUu de mvito quern nuper neceverat: 
buic infantulae quod leges necessariam jutiij sue* 
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as the potion slK>til4 have begrao to work, and its 
healthy effect bt apparent; and then by much 
prayer and intercession ehe licensed him to go 
home. By the -way the poison invaded the entraUs 
and boweU of the whole body of the physician, io 
such sort that with sreat pain and growing heaviness 
he came to his ownTiouse: where he hadsttree time 
to tell all to his wife, and to will her at least to 
receive the promised salary of the death of two 
persons, but this notable physician was violently 
convulsed and yielded up the ghost 

The young man also lived not long after, but 
likewise died, amongst tbe feigned and deceitful 
tears of his cursed wife. A few days after, when 
^e young man was buried and the accustomed 
funerals and dirges ended, the i)liy8lcian'8 wife 
demanded of her the fifty pieces of gold which she 
promised for the double murder; whereat the ill- 
disposed woman, keeping still that same coustancy 
in wickedness, with resemblauce of honesty (for all 
real honesty she bad cast away) answered her with 
gentle woids, and made her large promisee, particu¬ 
larly that she would presently give her the fifty 
pieces of gold, if she woul5 fetch her a little 
of that same drink to proceed and make an 
end of all her enterprise. Then, In short, the 
physician's wife was caught in the snare of these 
wicked deceits, and to win the further fevour of this 
rich woman ran incontinently home, and brought her 
tbe whole pot of poison; which when she saw, having 
now occasion to execute her fmther malice, she began 
to stretch ont farther her bloody hands to murder. 
She had a little young daughter by her husband that 
was poisoned, who, according to order of law, was 
Hpi>ainted heir of all the lands aud goods of her 
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cftsaonem deferrenC, eustlDebat aegerrime, inbian^ 
qua Coto (iliaa patrimonio Inmliiebat et capfti. 
Ergo carta defuDctorcim liberonuzi matrcB scelerataa 
haraditatcs cscipeTe, talam pareotesi praebult 
qualam exhibuonc oxorem, pnmdioqua commeato 
jvo tempore et uxorem medlci alroul et euam filiam 
veoeno eodem percutit. Sed parvulae quidem 
tenuem aplritum et delicate ac tenera praecordla 
eonficit protinua vivci infeatum; at uxor rDedid, 
dam noxlia aenbagibus pulmonea elui pererrat tern* 
peiUe deteatabilia potloDii* plmuia auaplcata quod 
rea eret> moi urgenU fpirltu lain certo eertior coo- 
teodlt ad Ipaam praecIdJe domuo, magnoque ddem 
eiui proteatata olamore et popu)! concitato tumuitu, 

Qtjxrte tare iramanla detectara Aagitla, efficit statlm 
aibi limul et doraua et aurea praeildia pateAere&t 
lareque ab i])M exordlocrudcIisairDaeoiuIlerifleunctia 
atrocitatibua diligeoter exposlUa, repejite mentla 
nubllo turbine correpta aemlblantea adhuo cocD]>reaelt 
lablaa, et attrJtu deotium longo atrldorc reddito, ante 
Jj>so8 praealdla pedea exaaimta corruit. Nec Ule, vir 
alloquln exereitua, tam realtlforma &cmu9 excetrae 
Tenenatne dllatione lungulda paaaua coarceacere, con- 
featiui cubicuUriia mulieiis attraetla vl tormeDtoruin 
Sii 
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father; but this shft bore very hard, aad lusting after 
all tbe child’s heritage, she determined to ^ay it 
So knowing that mothers succeed their children 
after sucb u crime, and receive all their goods after 
their death, she purposed to shew herself a like 

K rent to her child as she was a wife to her husband. 

hereupon at h convenient season she prepared a 
dinner with her own hands, and poisoned both tlte 
wife of the physician tnd her own daughter. The 
cliild, being young and tender, died incoiitioently 1 w 
the deadly force of Che drink; but the physIclan^s 
wife, being stout and of strong com}>lekion, feeling 
the atroog poison creep down into her body nod 
wander through her vitals, at Bnt doubted the 
matter; and then, by her labouring breath knowing 
of certainty Chat she had received her hanet ren 
forthwith to the judge’s house, and what with her 
cries os she called upon him and all lierexchunations, 
she raised up tlic ))eople of the town, nnd promising 
them to reveal and shew divers wicked and mlS' 
chievous nets, caused that both the doors and ears of 
the judge were opened. When she came in, she 
declared from Che ‘iMglnnlng to the end the alMmU 
nstlon of this woman; but she bad scarce ended her 
tale, when a whirling cloud and glddineaa seised 
upon her rnlnd In a fit, and shutting fast her falling 
lips, end grinding her teeth together, she fell down 
des<l before the face of the judge. He, that was a 
ready and prudent man, incontinently would try the 
truth of the matter, and would not suffer the crime 
of this ^vicked woman, mote venomous than any 
serpent, by long delays to remain hidden and un- 
(>uni8hed, but caused the cursed woman’s servants to 
be pulled out of the house and enforced by pain of 
torment to confess the verity i which being known. 
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veriWtea eruit, il)am, osinus quidem quam 

inerebstQr, sed qn^ dignus eruci&tus alius e^cGogitari 
noD potent, cerU beatlis obtcknUam pronustiavit. 

^9 Tails mulieris publlcitos roatricnonlum confaiv 
ceatunjs ingentaqae uigore oppido raspensus ex> 
peetal>tm dieiu muneris, saejuus quldem mortem 
mibimet volens couBciscere, pi'luiquam sceUrosae 
mullerii conUgio macularer vel Infanita pubUcI 
apectaculi depodeacerem: led privatus humsda 
menu, prlvatui digitis, imgula rotunda atque mutila 
gladly matriogere uequaquam poteran). Plane tanui 
fipecnla aolabar cladea ultimas, quod ver in ipso ortu 
iam gemtnolif florldU cuncta depliigeret et lam 
purpurea nitore prata veatirei,et eommodum dlrupto 
spineo tegmlne ipii^antea clonameoa odorea promi* 
earent rosae, quae me priori meo Lucio redderent. 

Dies eecc munerl destinulus ederat; ad eon* 
SMptum ttveae proMquente jwpulo pom|)atloo 
£arore deducor: ae dum ludicrli scaenloomm ohorels 
priraitiae speelaculi dedlcantur, tantiaper ante por* 
tarn coQStitutua pabulum laetlsslml graininJs, quod in 
ipso germiflabat aditu, Ubens aJTecUbam, siibinde 
curiosos oeulos patents porta epectaculi prospectu 
gratissimo reficleos. Nam pueDi puellaeque vlrentl 
floreates aeUCula^ forma conspicul, veste idtldl. 
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this mischievous women, Cu* le&s then she deserved, 
but because there could be no more cruel death 
invented for the quality of her offence, was con¬ 
demned by bim to be eaten of wild beasts. 

Behold with this woman was I appointed to have 
to do in wedlock before the face of all ^e people; 
but I, bein; wrapped In great anguish, and fearing 
the of the triumph, when we two should so 
abandon ourselves together, devised rather to slay 
myielf than pollute my body with this mischievous 
harlot, and so be defamed as a public sight and 
spectAcIr. But it was imMislble tor me to do this, 
considering that I lacked human hands, I lacked 
fingers, and 1 was not able to draw h iwoid with my 
hoofs being round and short; howbelt I did console 
myiclf for this utter misfortune with a small ray of 
hope, for 1 rejoiced in myself that springtime was 
come and was now nwking all things bright with 
fiouiiihing buds, and clothing tlie meadows very 
brightly, so that I was In go^ hope to find some 
roses now bursting through from their thorny coats 
and breathing forth their fliuyant oduum, to render 
me to my human shape that 1 liad before as Lucius. 

Whsn the day of the triumph came, I was led with 
great pomp and magnificeneo to the theatre, whither 
when 1 was brought, I first saw the preamble of the 
triumph, dedicated with dances and merry taunting 
jeita. In the mean leeson 1 was placed Vefore tbe 
gate of the theatre, where on tbe one side I aaw the 
green and fresh grase mwing before the entry 
thereof, whereon 1 did gladly feed; and sometimes 
I conceived a great delectation when 1 saw, when 
the theatre gates were opened, how all things were 
finely prepared and set forth; for there I might see 
young boys and maidens in the flower of their youth, 

5tS 
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ioces«u gestuosi, Graecanlcam saltatuii PyrrhicAoa 
dispositie ordinfttlonibos decoros anbitus inerrabant^ 
none In orleoi routura tlezuoal, nunc ia obliquam 
serlem eonnaxt et in quadratum patoreia cuaeati et 
in catarvM dificJdlan separati. At ubi diacuraiia 
redproct multinodas ambagea tubae termloalia 
fiantus expHciilt, aula^a aubduclo et compUcitU 
aiparls fica«na dispooUur. 

^ Erat laona Ilgneui ad Instar inelltl montU dllua 
quern vatea Homertit Idaeum ceeinitj aubllmi in* 
itructua fabrica, eonaitua vitMtia et vivia arboribuii 
ausimo caeumlna da nanibui fabri fonta man* 
aat«j fluvialea aquu ellquani. Capallae pauoulae 
taodebant berbalaa, et In mo<]uni Parldia Phrygli 
paatoria barbariela amiculii lutmerU deflnentkbiJi 
palehre indnalatua adoJeacena, aurea cUra eontecto 
eaplt«j peeuarlum aimviabat ma^At«rlum, Adeet 
luoulentua piier nudua, nfjl quod ephebica oblanilda 
fiaUtnin tegebat huraenim, flavia crinibua uaque* 
quaque eonaplcuui, et inter eonkaa eiua aureae 
plnnulae cognatiooe aiiQlli aoelatae promlnebaJiCj 
quetn caduceum et vlrgula Mercurtum iodccabant- 
la ealtatorie procurrenamaiuinque brncteix inauratum 
dntrii gerena, ei qui Paria videbatur porrigit, quid 
5i6 
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of excellent beeutj end Attired gorg:eoufily, dancing 
and moving lo comely order, according to tbe di^ 
podtioo of Greciaa Pyirhic dance; for sometime 
tbey would trip round together, sometime In lengtii 
obliquely, cometime divide themeelvee in four parts, 
and sometime loose hands and group them on every 
aide. But when the last sound of iht trumpet gave 
wamiog that every man should retire to bis place 
from tbMO knots and circling! about, Chen was the 
curtain taken away and all the hangliigs rolled apart, 
and then began the triumph to appear. 

Flret there was a hill of wood, not much unlike 
that iaiDoushill which the poet Homer called Ida, 
reared up exceeding high and garnished about with 
all sort M green verdui^es and Uvely trees, from Che 
top whereof ran down a clear and fresh fountain, 
made by Che skilful hands of the art!fleer, distilling 
out waters below, There were there a few young 
and tender goats, plucking and feeding daintily on 
the budding grass, and then came a young man, a 
shepherd repi*esenllng Paiis, richly armyed with 
vestments of barbary/ having a mitre of gold upon 
his bead, and seeming ea though he kept the goals. 
Alter him ensued another fair youth ail naked, 
saving that his left shoulder was covered with a rich 
cloak such as young men do wear, end his head 
shining with golden hair, and os it hung down you 
might perceive Cbroogh it two little wbigs of gold; 
and him the rod called Caduceus and the wand did 
shew to be Mercury. Ho baro in his right hand an 
apple of gohi, and with a seemly and daaeiug gait 
went towards him that represented Paris, end sj^r 
that he had delivered him the apple, he made a sign 
‘ un'Oraak. Paris woqIU aaUirally be reyrMsutMl Id 
Phr> glan coilume. 

6S7 
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lupptter autu sigQi(ic»D9, ^ protuius 
gradum scieul« refer«n9 e con$p«ctu fWcessit. lue* 
quitur pudU vultu hoaesta in d«ae lunonix specieoa 
simills; nun et caput atrlngebat diAd«m& candid«, 
tcrebat «t seeptrum. Imiplt alia qusra puUrca 
Mincrvao, caput cont«cU fulgcuti galea (et olcaginea 
corona tegebatur Ipaa galea) clypeum attollenj et 
81 iiaitam quatlena et quaUs Ilia cum pugnat. Su))er 
bai IntroeeafiU alio vliaado decore praepolleruj gratia 
colorli ambroaei dealgUDa Venerem, qualla foii Venus 
euiQ fult Virgo, nudo et intecto corpora perfectain 
fbrmosltaUm professa, nisi quod tcnui palllo bombj- 
cioo iouinbrabot ipeclabilem pubem : quam quidem 
laciniam curloaulut ventos latls amanter nuoc lascU 
vieoi re^abat, ut dlmota pateret floa aetatulae, nunc 
liuuriaBiaapIrabat, ut adbaereni pressule meiubronun 
voluptatem graphics delinlaret. lp«e autem color 
dcae dlvenui in si>cciein, <'orpus candid um quod 
caelo demeat, aroictiie caerulua quod marl remeat. 
lam lingulas vlrglnea, quae deae ]>ut<kbantur, sul 
lequebantur* comllea, lunoiiem quldeni Castor et 
Pollu, quorum capita caasldes ovatae stellarum 
aplclbua InsigDei contegebant, sed et iiti Castorea 
erant icaenlcl pueri: haec puella vnrioe modules 

I TluM l«o verda an ieiHrtid by Hilui. Bema verb hu 
dreppad out cf tha tial> 

* 1 can bardiy baJlava (bat «hW rtmtoi i«n wiaii, aa 
lus uauallr baao lu^fcitod) '^bwauaa ilia cauio iroio tba eaib*' 
A prapodtlan arould »uraly ba racoirad br^ora need, end tba 
eentra^t l'e(«aan dtett^ and would ba loaL Tba 

iiti 




THE GOLDIN ASS, BOOK X 

dignifying thdC Jumter hdd comxoAQdtd him $o to do, 
ond whtn bo hdd done his modsogo, he doportod 
very gracefully away. By and by behold there 
approached a fair aud comely maiden, not much 
unlike to Juno; for ehe had a white diadera upon 
her head, and in her hand she bare a regal sceptre; 
then followed another I'eaembling Minerva, for she 
had on her head a ahining helmet, whereon waa 
bound a garland made of ohve-branches, having in 
one hand a target or ahield, and in the ether 
ahaking a spear as when she would fight. Then came 
Another, which paased the others in beauty, and 
represented the goddess Venus with the colour 
of ambrosia: but Venus when she was a maiden, 
and to the end she would shew her perfect beauty, 
she appeared ell naked, saving tliat her fine and 
comely middle was lightly covered with a thin silken 
smock, and this the wanton wind blew hither and 
thither, sometime lifting It to testify the youth and 
flower of her age, and aometiine making It to cling 
close to her to shew clearly the form and figure of 
her members i her colour wee of two sorts, for her 
body was whltCi as descended from heaven, and 
her scDOck was blulsl), as retui*ning* to the see. 
After every one of these virgins which seemed 
goddesses, followed certain waiting servants i Castor 
and Pollux played by boys of the theatre went 
behind Juno, baviag on their heeds rouud pointed 
helmets covered with stsrs; tbis virgin Juno In the 
Ionian manner sounded a flute which she bare In her 

sUoriou hers is oot to tbe mlracaloue birth of Ibsens from 
tbs foam, but to tbs fact that h«r ordloary boms (^. Seek XT. 
cb. 81} Is la ths ssa: la the prassat instance tbe “xDake*up ** 
of tbs girl who <8 takloff her part suggests both bar bsaveuly 
origin and bsr nsriae amding*plaos. 

iL 
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Idstii coocinente tibia ptoce<)eas<juieta et inaffeetAta 
g«atlcuUtlM)e iiutibus honeetU paatori poIUcetur; at 
tttji pmemicuo decoria addixiuet, et $eie regnum 
totius Asiaa tributui’am. At illam quam cultue anno- 
rum MinerTam fectrat duo pueri muniebaDL proe- 
Ilaria deae comitaa armlgeri, Terror et Metue, Qudia 
loBultanies gladlis; at pone Cergum tlblcen Dorium 
eaoebat bellicoauco et permisoens bombia gravibus 
tUuiitui aeutoa in modun tubae aaltatfonii agiili 
vigorem euacilaUat: haec Inquieto caplte et oeulia 
in Mipevtiim infiiaelbtitj citato etintorto gcDeregeetl- 
culatlonla elacer demonatrabut Paridi, ai eibi formae 
victoriam tradldlwet, fortem tropaelaque bellonim 
a Inditum rail adainleulla futuruw. Vcqux ecce cum 
magno fkvore caveae in Ipio mcditiilllo acaenaej 
dreumfuao populo iaettutmorum parvolorum, dulee 
luriidena eonatitit amocner llloa teretea et lacteoi 
puelloa dicerea tu Cupidinea veroa de caelo vel 
narl coinmodum involaaae; uam et plnnulia et 
aaglttul la et habitu cetero formae praeclare coagrue- 
beat, et velut nuptielee epulaa obJturae dorolnae 
eeruacii preelucebaat fad bui. Et Influunfc ionuptarum 
pueilarum decome aubolea: bine Oratiae gratiaaixnae, 
bide Horae pulcherrimae, quae iaculla fioria aerti et 
aoluti deiim auaxn propltiantea aclttadmum conatruze^ 
root diorum, domioae voluptetum verJa coma blan* 
«SO 



THE GOLDEN ASS, BOOK X 

hAud, and moved bene)f quickly and witb unafTectcd 
gftit towards the aheplierd Faria, sitewlog by honest 
signs aad tokens and promising that be should be 
Lord of all Asia if be would judge her the direst of 
the three, and give her the apple of gold. The other 
maiden, which seemed by her armour to be Mitterva, 
was accompanied with two young men, armed and 
brandishing their naked swords in their hands, 
whereof one was named Terror, and the other Fear; 
and behind them approached one sounding his date 
in the Dorian menner, now with shrill notes and now 
with deep tones to provoke and stir the danceia as 
the trumpet stirreth men to battle: this maiden 
began to dance an<! shake her head, throwing her 
Aerce and terrible eyes upon Faria, and promising 
that If It pleased him to give her the victory of 
beauty, she would make him by her protection the 
most strong and victorious rasn alive, ’I'hen came 
Venus and presented herself, smllbtg very sweetly, 
in the mid ale of the theatre, with much favour of 
all the people. Slie was accomiMnled with a great 
number ot little boys, whereby you would have 
judged them to be all Cupids, so plump and fair 
were they, and either to have down from heaven or 
else from the river of the sea, for they had little 
wings and little arrows, and the residue a their habit 
according In each point, and they bare Ui their bands 
torches lighted, as though It had bees the day and 
feast of marriage of their la<ly. Then cam e iu a great 
multitude of fair maidens; on the one aide were the 
most comely Graces; on the other side the most 
beautiful Seasons, carrying garlands and loose flowers 
which tli^ strewed before her; and they danced 
very nimbly therewith, making great honour to the 
goddess of pleasure with these flowers of the spring. 

$31 
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diectea. Itun tibiae multiforabiles eantue Ljdioe 
dulcit«rooD»aaQt: quibus apecUtorum pectora euftve 
EDulcentlbus, longe mavior Venue pUclde commoveri 
cuQctantique leate veatigio et leaiter flucCUAnte 
splAula et lenslm ancutaote cepite coepit incedere, 
molMque tibiarum eono delieaUa respondere geetiima 
et uujK mite conalventibue, auac acre comminanti* 
bue geeUre pupulia et neanunquam saitare soiie ocu- 
iia Haee ut piimuia ante iudlcle cenepeetum facta 
««t, niiu braohierura pollleei’i vldebatur, et fuieaet 
deabui coterie aotelata, daturam se naptam Patidl 
foma praeelpvam eulque ^intlent: tune wlnto veientl 
Phrygiue iuveala malum quod tenebat aureum, velut 
vietertae caleulum, puellae tradldit. 

St . Quid ergo mirtmlni li ^ vtlUaima capita, Immo foren* 
lit peeora, Inrao verc tegatl vulturll, el tott nunc iudU 
cee eenten tiai euu pretlonu ndioantur, cumrerumtxoN 
die Inter d eoe ct homi n ei agltatuin I ud iciuju corrupei’lt 
gratia, et onginaleia leatentiam niagni 7 cvle conillile 
electue iudct rueUcanuiet apibolucro libidinli van* 
dldertt cum totiui etlam euae etirpie exitlo^ Sic 
Hereole et allud eequene iudiclum inter inclitoe 
Aebivonim dueea celebratum, vel cum falaU iniimu' 
lationibua erudiUcne doctrinaque praepollene Pale- 
medea prcdiUonie dtmnalur, vel cum viitute Martia 

' I( til* three foDoviog olauaee are net to be takes ae 
vceeUvee CeaH tbare uecse little pciotin oaNlof the lewjera 
to marvel et their own dumletion), it ie oeeauarr to iaeert 
here as which ie oetfouad in the nSS. 
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The fluCes and pfpes with theii many stops 
yielded out the sweet sound of the Lydian strain, 
whereby they pleased the minds of the standen-by 
exceedingly; but the more pleasing Venus moye^ 
smoothly rorwaids more and more with slow and 
lingering steps, gently bending her body and moving 
her head, answering by her motion and delicate 
gesture to the sound of the Instioiiaents i for seine- 
times her eyes would winlc gently with soft motions 
to the music, sometimes thi^eaten and look Aercely, 
and ftometlmes she seemed to dance only with her 
eyes. As soon as she was come before the judge, 
she made a sign and token that If he would piefor 
her above the residue of the goddesses, she would 
give him the fairest spouse of all the world and 
one like to heraelf in every part. Then the yeuag 
Hhrygianaliepbeid Paris with a willing mind delivered 
to Venus tlie gelden npple, which was the victory of 
beauty. 

Why then do ye avirve), if tlie lowest of the people, 
the lawyers, beasts of the courts,and advocates thut are 
but V ul tures In gowns,^ nay, If all our j udges nowaday a 
sell their judgemeuta for money, wheu as In the begin* 
hing of the world one only bribe and favour comipted 
the sentence between geda and men, and that one 
rustical judge and shepherd, appointed by the counsel 
of the great Jupiter, sold his (I rat j udgement for e II ttic 
pleasure, which was the cause afterwards of the ruin 
of all his kin ? By like manner of mean was another 
sentence given between the noble Greeks; for the 
wise and excellently learned personage Palamedea 
was convicted and attainted of treason by false 

* A^itfus MISS to have entertained but a poor opinion o( 
lawron. perhspe as a reealt o( tbo UwsuU irbleb bo do* 

ecribes to bis 
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pnepotenti pnefertur U 1 ix«s nodicm Ai^ci 034x1100. 
Qunleaiitem et iUud ludtciuio apud legiferoa Ath^ 
oleosea Catos III04 ot omnia scientiM ma^stroa f 
Konne dlTinae prudentiae aenax, quem sapientia 
praetulit cuoctii mortalibui deua Dclphicua, fraudo 
at invtdia nequisaimae factioeU elKumvestue velut 
eorruptor aduleaccoUae, quam freals cohercobst, hoiv 
bae pestilantU siicco noxlo peromptua eat, reiioquoiu 
clvibus ^({nomtnlao perpatuae mACulam^ cum nunc 
otbm ogTOglt phitoaophi aectare oiua aancUaaimam 
praeoptent et aummo beatJtudlnla atudio lurent io 
Ipaiua nomeu ? S«d ne quU Indignatlouia mcaa 
prchcodat fcapotiim, aeeum alereputani: "Eece nuoo 
patlemur philoaopbantein nobia aalouai/* runusunde 
dooeaai reverter ad fobultm. 

Poatquam Anltum eat lllud Faridia iudiciuni, luno 
quidem cum Minerva trietea et iratia stmllei e acaena 
redeunt, iridignationem reputaae gcatibua profeaioe^ 
Venoi vere gaudeua et hitaria laetitlam auam aaltando 
toto cum clioro proreaa eal. Tune dc aummo montia 
cacumino per qiiandain luteotcm Aatulam In excelaum 
prorumpit vino crocua dlluta, aporainique dedueiia 
puoenlea circa capelUa odoro perplult Imbre, donee 
in mellorem macul&tae apeciem enniUem propriam 
luteo colore muUrentr Jamque tota suave fragraole 
cavea montemlUuin llgneum terrae vorago decepit. 
Scea qiiidam roilea per medlam plateaio dirfglt 
cursum petiturua, Um pojiulo poetulante, UJam de 
publico carcere mulierem, quam dlxi propter muIU> 
foTTbe ecelua beatUa ease damnatau meJaque praeelaru 
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pereutjioD and accd^atloD, and OlTSsea, being but of 
moderate valour, waa preferred awve great Aiax of 
moat martial prowees. Wbat judgemontwasthere like' 
wise amongst the Athenian lawyers, sage and expert 
In all scienoes? Waa not the old man Socrates of 
divine wisdom, who was preferred by the god of 
Delphi above sJI the wise men of the world, by envy 
and malice of wicked peiaons einpoiioned with the 
herb hemlock, as one that corrupted the youtb of 
the country, whom in truth always he bridled and 
kept under by correction f Thus clld he leave to the 
men of Athens a stain and dishonour that shall never 
fade, for we see nowadays many excelleot )>hilc>sophers 
greatly desire to follow hli sect, and for their pei*- 

C !tual study for happineas to swear by his name. 

kit to the end f may not be reproved of indignation, 
by any one that mlgTit say: ” What, shall we aulfer an 
ass to play the philosopher to ua? I will return to 
my former purpose. 

After the judgement of Paris was ended, Juno and 
PaIIu departed away sadly and angrily, shewing hy 
their gesture that tfiey were very wroth end would 
revenge themselves on Paris; but Venus, thet was 
right pleased and glad in her heart, danced about 
the tlieatre with much joy, together witli all her 
train. This done, from the toji of the lilll throi j'h a 
privy spout ran a flood of wine eotom<ed wUb san^, 
whici) lell upon the goats In a sweet-scented stream, 
end changed their wTilte heir Itito yellow more fair: 
and then with s sweet odour to all them of the theatre, 
by certain engines the ground opened end swallowed 
up the hill of wood. Then behold tliere came a man 
Of arms through the middle of the space, demanding 
by the commandment of the people the woman wbo 
for her manifold crimes was condemned to the beasts, 
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fiuptiis destixidtam, etiAia torus genklis scilicet Qoster 
futorus eccuntbsime dhterocbutur, lectus Indies 
testudlnepelluciduB, plumeft cengtrie toioidus, vesto 
sericft floridiu. At ego preeter pudorem obcuodi 
publiee concubitus, praeter conUglum scelestae poU 
luteeque femiote, metu etUm mci’Ua mexbae crucU- 
bw, sic ipie meciuD repaUiu, quod In urtplexu veneWo 
teilieet nobis cohserentibus qutecumque ad exitium 
raulieris beitla fubset immUaa, noo adeo vol prudentia 
soltera ve) artidcio docU vel abstinentia fnjgi posset 
proveoirCj at adiaeeotem laUrl meo laceraret nulU 
eren,mlbi vero quasi indemnato et innoxio parcerot. 

55 Ergo igitur non de pudore lam aed de salute Ipsa 
soUicltua, dum magistermeut lectub pi^obe coaptando 
districtua Inierult et tota ftiTOiUa partim mlniiterlo 
venatioDis oecupata, partlm voluptarlo spectaeulo 
attonlta meii cogtUtlonibus liberum trlbuebatuv 
arbitrlum, uec mognopere quiequam custodlendun 
tarn mansuetum putabat aalnom, pauUtim furtivuio 
pedem proferens portam, quae proxuma estj potltus, 
Ihth cursu me cetenimo proi'lpio, sexque totis 
passMura mllibuB pemlclter confectis Ceiielireaa 
pervade, quod oppl<lum audit quidem nohlllssimae 
eolonlae CorintJnetisiuiQ, alluituv eutom Aegaeo 
et Saronko marl: inibi portus etiam lutiasimum 
uavlum reeeplaculum magao Irequentatur populo. 
Vitatis ergo lurbulls et electo aecreto litore prope 
ipaas fluctaum asperglnes In quodam mclilssimo 
luire/iae gremio iWuin corpus porrectus refoveo: 
nam et ultimate did metam eurriculum solis de- 
fleaerat, et vespemse me quleti traditum duJcle 
soinnus opprcsserit 
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And appointed for me to do in wedJock withal. 
Now waa our bed Anelfaod bravelj prepared, shining 
with the tortoue*shell of Ind, rising with beaten of 
feathers, and covered witli silk and other things neces* 
sary; but 1, beside the shame to commit publicly this 
horrible &ct and to pollute my body with this wicked 
harlot, <iid greatly lear the danger of death ; for I 
thought in myself, that when site and I were 
together, the savage beast a))pointed to devour the 
woman waa not so Instructed and taught or would so 
temper his greediness as that he would tear her In 
pieces at my side and spare me with a regard of 
mine Innocency. Wliei^ofore I was more careful for 
the safeguard of mv life than fur the shame that 1 
should abide; and In the mean season, while my 
master diligently made ready the bed, and nil the 
residue did pi^epare themselves for the spectacle of 
hunting and delighted in the |)1eaaiintnesi of the 
triumph, 1 began to think and devise for myself; 
and when I perceived that no mun had regard to me, 
that Was so Came and gentle an aea, J stole secretly 
out of the gate that was next me, and then 1 ran 
away with all my foire, nnd came after about six 
miles very swiftly luisaed to Cenchreae, which is the 
most famous town of all Che Corinthians, boiderlng 
upon the seas called Aegean and Saronic. There Is 
a great and mighty haven frequented witli the ships 
of many a sundry nation, and there because 1 would 
avoid the multitude of people, I went to a secret 
place of the sea>coaat, bard by the 8))rinkUngs of the 
waves, where 1 laid me down upon the bosom of the 
sand to ease and refi'esh myself; for now the day was 
past and the chariot of the sun gone down, and 1 
tying In this sort on the ground did fall in a sweet 
and sound sleep. 
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1 CiftcA primam ferine noctie vigilUntj experreecus 
pa70ie eublto, video praemioentie )unae candoi’e 
iiimlo oompletum orbem eomniodum marinie eoier* 
gfeatem Raetlbuej aanetusque opacae ooctie silentfoeA 
secreta, certai etiain lummalera dean praeclpuo 
mal estate poUere rescue prortue humanaa Jpeiua 
eegl provldeotla, oec tantuin pecuina et fertna. 
rerum {nanlma eilam diviso elua lumlnla numlnlaque 
nutu ve/^tatl, ipaaetfain corpora terra eaelo inarique 
nunc IncronenHa eenaequenter augerl, nunc detrl* 
nentia obaeqtienter Immlnul, fate aclUcet ion meia 
tot tantlaque oladlbua aatloto et apem ealutie, hcet 
(ardam, aubminiatriate, auguatum apecimon deae 
praeieniia atatul deprecaii, confeatlmque dUcuaaa 
plgra qultte alacer exaurgo meque protinua pur 1 (i> 
candi atudlo marine laracro tredo, eeptieaquc aol^ 
mono fluetibua caj^te, quod cum numeruro prae* 
cipue rellgionibua aptlasimum divimia (lie Pythagoras 
prudldlt, laetua et ulaeer ilean pr&epotentem lacri' 
moso vulto aJc appiecabarj 
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About the 6rst wetch of the nJght, when u I hid 
liept iny fir«t ileep, I awaked with sudden fear, and 
saw the moon eliiniog bright ai when she is at the 
hillj and seeming as though she leaped out of (he 
eea. llien I thought with rayielf that this was the 
most secret tlme^ when that goddess had most puls* 
sance sod force, conilderlitg that all human things 
be governed by her providence i and that not only 
all l>easts private and tame, wild and ravage, be 
made strong by the goveiitance of her light and god¬ 
head, but also things inaoimate and without life; 
and 1 considered that all bodies In the heavens, the 
earth, and the sees be by her Increaaiog motions in¬ 
creased, and by her diminishing motions diminished : 
then as weave of all my cruel mitune and calamity, I 
found good nope ancf loverelffn remedy, thougfi It 
were very late, to be delivered of all ray misery, by 
Invocation and prayer to the excellent l^suty of this 
powerful goddess. Wherefore shaking off my drowsy 
sleep I arose with a joyful face, end moved hy a great 
affection to purify myself, I plunged my head seven 
tines Into the water of the sea; which number of 
seven is convecable and agreeable to holy and 
divine things, as the wortliy and sage pbllosopber 
Pythagoras hath declared. Iben very lively and 
joyfully, though with a weeping countenance, 1 
made this oration to the puissant goddess: 


5S9 



Luaus APULEIUS 

S ** ftggin* caeli, sive to Cerei Alma fragom pAt'ei)& 
origuMiift, qoae^ repertu iMtata vetostae glandU 

&rtao recooto pabiilo, nuti eemmooaaato cibo, ounc 
EleusiDiaiD glebtm percolia; mu ta caelefltis Venus, 
quae prinls terum exerdiis sexuum diTerelUCem 
^sereto araore eodaetl et aetema subole humane 
geoere propegatu mrae drcionfloo Papbi lacrario colfr* 
ria; seu Pboebi mnr, quae partu fetarun medehs 
leoie&tibua rcocatepepuloataatM edueaati ]>raeeUrla> 
qoe DVAC venerarii ddubri* Bpheai; leu noctumia 
ululatlbua boneade Praeerpffia teUbnai fade larvalea 
Impetus coDipnaieQa temeque elaustra eehib«ni,luMe 
dlvcnos {nemaa fvio eaUa prepiUada: iata luce fe- 
mtoaa eoUoxtJiua cuneU moenia ti adli Ignibus na* 
CrieM laeta aeadoa et tolls arabaglbus dlMpensans 1 q> 
eerta lomlBa^uoquo domIim, quoquo rltu, quaqua 
Cade te fta eat iofocare : to mela lam nose ektremla 
Mjvamij sahaete, ta fortunau ecllapeam affirraa, tu 
saevfs exanelatfs eadbus paosani paeonque trCbue; ait 

‘ DUm was Ue foddsas ealled epeo bj womea fo oblld* 
Uftb (o help tbea sad SMiiafe (bar paiaar m 0t. ICtr^iraC 
la later da^a. 
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" O bleased qu««n of Keoveii, vketbor *l^u be 
the Damo C«re« which wt the ori^maJ and mDtherl 7 
nur»e of all fraitful things in the earth, who, afl^ 
the fiodiog of daughter Proaer|»ine, through the 
great joy which Thoo didat preseatij ooBceive, didst 
utterly take away and abolish the food of them of 
old time, the aeon, and madeet the barren and 
unfruitful ground of Eleusia to be ploughed and 
sown, and dow giveet men a mere better and milder 
food; or whether Thou be the celestial Veaui, who, 
In the beginning of the world, didst eoaple tMether 
male aod female with an engendered love, and didst 
•o make an eternal propagation of human kind, 
being now wonhipped within the temple* of the 
lele Paphoi; or wKetber Tbon be the sister of the 

d Phoebus, who hast saved so many people by 
itening and leseenlng with thy mediclnee the 
pangs of travail ^ art now adored et the sacred 
places of Ephesus i or whether Thou be called 
terrible ProeerpiAe, by reason of the deadly bewllqn 
which Thou )^eldeet, that hast power with tiiple 
face to stop and put away the lavaiioo of hags and 

S hosts which appear unto men, and lo keep them 
own in the clonree of the Earth, which dost wander 
In sundry groves and art wonhipped in divers 
manners; Thon, which dost lumLnate all the cities 
of the eertb by Thy femlDine light; Thov, which 
nourlehcst all the seeds of the world by Thy damp 
heat, giving Thy changing light according to the 
wanderinge, near or far, o> the sun: by wlmtsoever 
name or fsehioa or shape tt is lawful to call upon 
Thee, 1 pray Thee to end my great travail and 
misery and raise up my fallen hopes, and deliver me 
from the wretched fortune woicb so long time 
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satis laboram> siC saUs periculomia. Dep^He qusdri* 
pedi« direm faclein, redd« me conspectui meonim> 
redde me meo Lueio : ac si quod ofiensuco numen 
ioexorebili me saevitia premt, morl saltern lleeat, $t 
non licet vivere." 

9 Ad istum modum {ueis preclbus et adatruetis miserls 
lamenlatlonibua, Tuitun cnihi marcentein animuin Id 
eodem ille cnbili lopor drcumfasu i oppreaalt. N ecduin 
satis cunniveram, et eece pela^ medio venerandoa 
dlls etiam vultus attollens emerglt divine ^es: ae 
debine paulatim toto corpore pelluddum simnlacmin 
exouHo pelago ante me constitUse visum eit. Eiui 
mlrandam ipedem ad vos etiam referre conltUj si ta> 
men mihi dbaerendl tribuerit facultatem pauperUs 
flrls bumani, vd Ipsnm nomen eius dapiilem ccpiam 
elocutMis faenndUa submiitiitraverit. Urn prlmum 
crinei uberriml prollxlque etseniim Intorti per divine 
colla passive dispersl molllter deHuebant. Corona 
multi iormls vahis floijbds subllmem destrinxerat 
verticem, cuius media qublem super fitmtem plana 
rotundltas in modum specuU vel imino men turn 

lunae condiduco lumen emicalfat, dextra laevaque 
sulds insurgentima viperarum coblbita, spiels etiam 
Csrlalibus desuper porrectis. Vestis' multicolor 
b;sso ienui pertexU, nunc albo eandore ludda, nunc 
eroeeo flora lutes, nunc roseo rubore flammlda, et, 
quae longe longeque etiam meum confutabat obtutum, 
paila nigernma splendescens atro nltore, quae clr- 

> A vord or ncpr* has dropped out of tb« taxi. Buraita's 
nMu ueos tbe slioplest suggsetioo. 
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pur»ued me. Cir4at «ud rest, il'it p Icue Thee, to 
my ftdversities, for I heve endured enough lebour end 
p^l. Remove from me the hateful ehepe of mine 
MS, end render me to my kindre<l and to mine own 
self Lucius: and if 2 Iiave offended in any point 
Thy divine jnajeety, let me rather die if I may not 
live." 

When I had ended this orutiou, discovering my 
plaints to the goddess, I fortuned to fall again asleep 
upon that tame bed ; and by and by ifor mine eyes 
were but newly closed) appeared to me from the nd^t 
of the sea a divine anil venerable face, woraltipped 
even of th e gods tbenuelves. 'fhen, bv 1 ittl e and i Ittl e, 
I seemed to see the ivhole figure of lier body, bright 
and njoimtlng out of Che lea and standing before me: 
wherefore X pnrpoee to describe her divine semblance. 
If the poverty of my human speech will suffer toe, 
or Her divine power give me a power of eloquence 
rich enough to ex])reHs It. First she had a great 
aburuiancfl of hair, flowing and curling, dispersed 
and scattered about her divine neck: on the crcwn 
of her head she bare many garlands InterJaced with 
flowei*!, and in the middle of her forehead was a 
plain circlet in fashion of a mirror, or ratlier 
resembling the noon by the light that it gave forth ; 
and this was borne up on ei'M;er side by serpents 
that seemed to rise from the furrows of the earthi 
and above it were blades of com set out. Her 
vestment was of finest linen yielding divers colours, 
somewhere white end shining, somewhere yellow 
like the crocus flower, somewhere rosy red, 
somewhere flaming; and (which troubled my sight 
and spirit sore) her clo» was utterly dark and 
obscure covered with shining black, and being 
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cumdrcA remeaos et 6 ub 4frxterum latus Ad hujaeruv 
Itevum recurrecs umbonif ?ictm deiAcU pArt« 
lACJoiae cDuHip]ici co&tAbulAtiooe dependu)* Ad 
uJtimas ofaa QO<lulia fimbrlAnuD decorlter confluctuA* 
4 bAt. Par intAxUra extremitAtem et in ipAA eius 
plAnJtls sCaIIac dixperste coruscAbAdtj CAruoiquA 
mediA xemenAtrls luna flAmmAoa fipIrAbat ignes: 
qow^UA tAfoeo JnAlgnis ilUu* paUaa perfludbat utbltui, 
Ijidividuo nexu corona toCIs flpribustdtlsque conatructa 
pomla AdhaArebAt. lam goitambiA longe diversA; 
ntjn dextra quldem ftrebAt aoreum crApitACuium, 
euiui pAr asgiistam lAjninAa in modum btltAl recur' 
vAtam tralectAA oiAdiAA pauetA Tirgnlae, criapantA 
brAcbio trigetalnoc UAtut, reddciiAnt argutam cono* 
rem; Itevao varo cymbiucn dApandAbat aureum, cuiuc 
aasulM, qua patte conapicua «st, itiaurgebat aapis 
caput extoUena arduucn, earvicibua Uu tumaecAnU' 
faue> PadoA ambroaeoa tagebanC aoleaa pahnae victricia 
folils intextae. Talii ac tanta, apirana Arabiae folicla 
gartDlna, dlvina me vqca dignata eat: 

*'Ed adaum tuia cammoUj XAid, preeibuc^ reruin 
oataraA parent, AlameDtoruTD onolum domina, saA' 
culenim progADies iDlUalU, aamma numiniun, regloa 
raaDiom, prima eaeJitum, dAorum dearumquA &ciea 
unifbrmia, quae caeli lucniaoea calminaj maria aalubris 

1 A d«orij>tioii of U)e nMfwn. It* txtot form istj bo amo 
rop r oAoa t od oo tbe Bf TpUae Domnuoatf aad Plutarob give* 
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wmpped round her fwm under her left erm to her 
right shoulder in roeoner of a shield, part of it fell 
down, pleated in most subtle fashion, to the skirts of 
her garment so that the welts appeared eomely. 
Here and there upon the edge thereof and through¬ 
out its suifftce the stars glimpsed, and in the middle 
of them was placed the moon la mid-month, which 
shone like a flajne of fire; and round about the whole 
length of the border of that goodlj robe was a orowa 
or garland wreathing unbroken, made with all flowers 
and all fruits. Tlhngs quite diverse did she bear: 
for in her right hand she bad a timbrel of brass, a 
fiat piece of metal curved in manner of a girdle, 
wherein passed not many rods through the peri¬ 
phery of it; and when with her arm sbe moved 
these triple chords, they gave forth a shrill and 
clear sound.> In her lefr hand slie bare a cap of 
gold like unto a boat, upon the handle whereof in 
the upper part which is best seen, an asp lifted up 
his head with a wide-swellbig throat Her odori¬ 
ferous feet were covered with shoes interlaced and 
wrought with victorious palm. Tlius the divine 
shape, breathing out the pleasont spice of fertile 
Arabia, disdained not with her boly voice to utter 
these words unto me: 

“Behold, Ludns, I am come; thy weeping and 
prayer huth moved me to succour tbee. 1 am she 
that is the natural mother of all things, mistress and 
governess of ail the elements, the Initial progeny of 
worlds, chief of the powers divine, queen of all that 
are in bell, the principal of them that dwell la 
heaven, manifested alone and under one form of all 
the gods and goddesses. At my will the planets of 

an elaboiete esplanatioa of its sjinbolism la bit Ireatisa 
De ItUU tt Ofiridd. 

2 M 


545 



LUCIUS APULEIUS 

A«mmQ, infemm deplorsta Bilectlt nutibu 0 meia di^ 
peiuio: cuius nuincn onicuiD multirorml spcdC) ritu 
nrio, ocmine muitiiugo totus vcoerstur orbis. Inde 
primigenii Phrygcs Pcasinuntism deum Mstrem, hinc 
Autochthones Attioi CeeropebiD MmerTAia, HUqc 
A uctuantea Cyprii Pephiam Veoei’ero, Crates sagttti- 
fell Dlctyniiam Dlsnaiti, Slcull trllifiguaa SCygiAO) 
Pro$er^>iQara, EleosinJ vatusUn deam Cererecn, luno* 
oem alii, Bellonsn a1ii» HeoaUm Isti, Rhaomualam 
nil, et qui oaacentla del aolia iachoantibua illuatraotur 
radila Aetliiopea utrique* prbcAquedoctrina pollentea 
Aegyplii, CMrImonlis me propHii percolentea, appal- 
isnt vero nomine raglnum Uldam. Adaum tuos laiae* 
rate Maua, edeum faveos et propltla. Mitte lam flatus 
et lamcnutlonaa omitta, dapelle maerorem ; lara tlbi 
providentia maa illucaaelt dial salutn^i. Ergo Igitur 
hnparlla iatia iDeiaaolmum InteodeaollieltUB. DJam, 
qul dies ex Ista nocte naacatur, aatema raibi nuneu- 
pavii raligio, quo, aadatla hibarnis tarapealatibus at 
lanitla marls procelloals fluctlbus, aevlgablU ism palago 

i Th« rea'llnc of lbs U98 Is A ri^. 5 ol (hsM inhabitants 
af Arl"«a Peisian r»r Panhito ra^inn, sasni so einah i»Dt of 
pitas btfiwesn tbsl<bloi>lans and chs Kgypiians that 1 bare 
prsfsrrsd to adopt Bnot’a sosodaUwo. 
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tb« sLf; the whoIeMme wiods of the th« 

> Umenuble JilezM«s of hell be dispoced; my lume, 
mj divinity U Adored througboat ell the world, in 
diren n)Anoert, in verieble caston*, and by manv 
names. For the PhrygUiu that are the Arst of all 
men ^ call me the Mother of the p>ds at Peannoa; 
the Atbemau, which are sprung from their own 
toil, Cecropiao Minerva; the Cypviana, which are 
girt aboot by the »e^ Paphlan Veaua; the Cretans 
which bear arrowi, Die^nniaa Diana; the SicUiana, 
which speak three Iceigoea, infernal Proserpine; tJie 
EleiislAna their ancient gc^deos Ceree; some Juno, 
other Bellona, other Hecate, other lUumnuiia,* 
and prinelpdiy both sort of the Etbiopiana which 
dwell in the Orient and are eoJighteoed by the 
morning rays of the son, and the s^ptisni, which 
are excellent In aj] kind of ancient doctrine, and 
their proper eereoMmie* accastoni to worablp 
me, do me by my true name, Queen Isis. 
Bshold J am come to talce pity of tl^ fortune and 
tribulation; behold I am preoent to favour and aid 
thee; leave off thy weeping and lamentation, put 
away all thy eorrow, for behold the healthful day 
which ii ordained by my providenee. Therefore be 
ready and attentive to my commandment; the day 
whici) shall come after this night la dedicate to 
my service by an eternal religion; my priests and 
ministers do accustom, after Uie wiobr stonuy 
tempests of the aem be ceased and the €illowi of bis 

1 ** Ths IgygtkasJ’ot the Urns of fsaaasacSasIwsrs brought 
to thinh that tbs rkrtflaas wsrs tbs asst oM aod saolsnt 
psopls of tbs sarih, aa^tbscsMlvss to bs aezt la antiquity to 
tbsA.” 7or ths resaoQS whtoh iadaesd FsaaasUebos and 
Us psopls to fora o^oiea. sas Bscodotus, ll. S. 

* Ad spitbst of tbs goddsa Beassis, or FtU. 
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rodero dedicfint«8 CArinAm priiaiCUs commeAtasUbAnt 
mti Moerdotes: ul sacrum nc« 9oUic!U nee profana 
6 mente delxbfa opperirl. Naen ueo monltu sacerdoa 
in {pao prodoctu poiopae roseam manu dcxtera aistro 
eobaerenUm geaUblt ccronam. Incun ctanter ergo 
dirootii tarbulii alacer continnara poinpam, mca vo- 
Jentia fretua, at 4e proxumo cleraanter velut manum 
aacerdoUi oKulabandua roaia dccerptia peasimaemihi* 
qua daitsbf]ialam<liidun) beluae iatlui corio te protinua 
axue. Nec quicqaam rarum mearum MfbrmUlea ut 
erdaiiiji: nain hoe eodem moracnto quo tibi venlo, 
linul et ibi praeieos quae aunt aequentla aacerdoti 
mao par qoletera foclenda praedplo. Meoluiiu tibl 
coiutrlcti eomiUtua<ieeedeatj)Opu)i; nec Inter hllarea 
caerlmonlaa eC featlvaaj>eeUeula quiaquam deformem 
latam quam geria feciem perhon^eacet, vel Agunim 
tuam repente mutatam aequlua interpretatua aliqule 
mallgne crlminabitur. Plane memlneria et penlta 
mente eondltum semper tenebla mlht reMqua vitae 
tuae curricula ad uaque termlnoa ultlroi apirttua 
vadata: nee ljdurium> cuiua beneddo redieris ad 
huminea, d totum debere quod vlvea. Vivoa eutem 
beatua, vivee in mea tutdaglorioaus; et cun sj>atiun 
aaecuU tut pemiensua ad Inferos demearia, ibi quoque 
in Ipso aubterranco semirotundo me^ quam videa 
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w«Tes nt fttill, to offer ia my oeme » oeir ghip, w • 
iirBt-fniit of their ruri^tion; end for tbii must tbou 
wslt, and Dot proCuie or despise the secriffce in any 
wise. For the freet priest shall cany this day 
followLDg ia pre cess ioo, by my ezhortstiDii, e gsrlend 
of roses next to the timbrel of bii right luad; delay 
Dot, but, trusting to ray Mil, follow that my pro> 
Oession passiog amongst the crowd of the people, 
and when thou oom^t to the prieat, uaake as though 
thou wouldst kiM bia hand, but snatch at the roses 
and thereby pnt away the skis and shape of an ass, 
which kloiT of beast f have long tioe abhorred aad 
despised. But above all things beware tbou doubt 
not nor fear of any of these my things as hard aad 
difficult to be brought to pass; for In this same hour 
that 1 am come to thee, I am present there also, and 
f comnaud the priest by a visioo what he sIm)! do, 
as here fblloweth: and all the people by ray command* 
ment shall be compelled to give tbee place and say 
nothing. Moreover, tbiok aot that amongst so fair 
and joyful eeremocdea, and In so good company, that 
any person shall abhor tby LU*&voured and denoted 
figuie, or that aay n»a» Aall be so hardy as to blame 
and reprove thy sudden restoration to human shape, 
whereby they ihoald gather or eoneelvt any sinister 
opinion of ^ee; and kuow thou this of certainty, 
that the residue of tby life until the hour of death 
shall be bound and sabject to ne: aad think it 
not an injury to be always serviceable towards me 
whilst thou sbalt live, since as by my meaa snd 
benefit tboev shalt return agaia to be a man. Thou 
shalt live blessed in this world, thou sbalt live 
glorious by my guide and peo tectl oo, aad when after 
thine allotted space of life thou deaceodest to bell, 
there thou shalt see me in tisat subterranean firms* 
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Aeh«roDtis teothris interloecaUm St^gUsque pece* 
tnlibns regiunteiD, ttmpoc Blygos iaco]«a6 ipse, tiU 
propiUAnfr«qQ«iu*den2Ms. QnodaMdulis^beequiu 
nuoifteriu etteiMeibaj tastimonlU numeD 
nocbom protaerveriiy cocs nltn st*tutA fittA tuo 
8pAtiA viUm qooqu« tilrf prorogire mihl tuitum 
llcere." 

1 Sic OTMoU Tciicrabi]ls fine proleto nurnCQ in*ietuin 
in te receacit. Nee more, cam locmic protiaua ebio* 
lotus pevore et feodio ac deta luJore oimio peiv 
EDixtctf esxurgo, lunreeqae mlntui deae potentia *^rr, 
claniD pneaeoUam, coarino rare reapenua ma^nisgue 
Impeiiii eias iaUntoa iDOoltioikia ordioem reeoJebaiQ. 
Nee ram, cun ooctia atm fugato nubile eol exiurgit 
auTeua, et eecedlaeima relifloee ae promu triuapbaU 
turbulae coiaplent totw plateaa Untaque hilaritudJne 
preeter peeullarera mean geatire mibi euncta vide* 
baatar, at pecoa eUan cuioaeeiftedi ei total docioa 
et ipaoiB diem aerena gaudere aenlirem. Nam et 
pruinam pndtanam die* apricus ae plaeidua repante 
fuerat fniecotua, ut eaoom etiam avlcuiaa pro. 
leclatae remo vapore etAcaotoi tuavee aaaonarent 
matrem elderumj parentea temporam orbieque totlua 
dominare blasdo muleente* afikmioa. Quid quod 
arbores etiam, quae pooilen aubole feeundae quae- 
qee earuia taatura nsbra eeetentae ateriles^austriaia 
laxatae flat! boa, geriQine folionjm renideotee, dementi 
mota bnchigromdaleea aCrtpHoa obaibilabant, magno- 
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meat shiaisg (w thou seest m« cow) in the darkness 
of Acheron, ftncl reigning; in the deep profundity of 
and thon sbalt worship me as oae that Itath 
been favourable to thee. And if 1 perceive that 
thou art obedient to my eornTnandmeot and addict 
to isy reiipon, meriting by tby constant chastity cny 
divine grace, know thou that I alone may prolong 
thy days above the time that the fates have appointed 
and oimined." 

When the invinubie goddess had spoken these 
words and ended her holy oracle, she vanished away. 
By and by when 1 awaked, 1 arose, having the mem* 
bers of my body mixed with fear, joy, and heavy 
Sweat, and marvelled at the dear presence of the 
puissant goddess, and when I had sprinkled myself 
with the water of the sea, 1 recounted orderly her 
admonitions and divine commandments. Soon after 
the darkness was chased away and the dear and golden 
sun arose, when behold, 1 saw the streets replenished 
with people, going in a religious sort, and in great 
triumph. All things seemed that day to be joyful, 
as wdl all manner of beasts the very houses, as 
also even the day itsdf seemed to rejoice. For after 
the hoar frost or the night ensued the hot and tem¬ 
perate sun, whereby the little birds, weening that 
the springtime had been come, did chirp and sing 
melodiously, making sweet welcome witb their 
pleasant song to the mother of the stars, the parent 
of times, and mistress of all the world. The Iraitful 
trees also, both those which rejoiced In their fertility 
and those which, being barren and sterile, were con¬ 
tented at the shadow which they could give, being 
loosened by tbe breathing of the south wivd, and 
smiling reason of their new buds now appearing, 
did gently move their branches and render sweet 
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que {^roceUftnim s«(Uti> fngore *« bjrbkio fluctuum 
tumore posito mare qiii«Us «UQvi«s teoiperAbaL 
caelum aatcn oobtlon cali^ne dificcu oudc sudoque 
InminU proprii ipleadort candcbat. 

S Eeee pompae magnac paulatioi pnecedupt ante- 
ludU vctiria cuioMfue atudiis eiMnaU pulcherrucna. 
H ic ineuictoa balteo militcm^erebaLiUu m sueeinetu m 
ehlamyde crepidcs et Tcoabula acnatorem feceranC, 
alidi aoeeu obaontia iodpctua aerica vote otundoque 
pretleto et attextia eapiti erinlbua iDceasti perfluo 
feminam mentiebatur. Porro allaao ocrtia^ acuto, 
galea ferroqua liuigiieDi e ludo pntarea gladiatorlo 
proeedere, Nae Ule deerat qui Dtagiatntum faacibua 
puipuraque liAdereti eee qui pal lie baeuleque et 
baaeia et hiitino barbitte pbiloaopbuu fipgeret, oee 
qai dlversla baraedioibui alter aveupem cum vlaco, 
alter piacatorem com haub fsdiiceret. Vldi et arsan 
raaiuuem caitu matrojuli, quae * aella vehebatur, et 
slBlam pileo texUM erocotbque Phrygila Catamitl 
paatcria apeeie aareum geataAteoi pecvlurOf et aaiouin 
pbinia agglutinatia adambolaiiteiD culdam aenJ debJK, 
ut iJluinqiildem Beilen^tbootem, Iiudc autera dloeree 

II Pegaaum, umen riderea otromque. loler Las oble^ 
Cabonea ludtcns pop«ilari(ZD,quae vagalwntur 

iam Boapitatrida deae peceliaris pompa moLebatar. 
Muiieres cajidido spleodeotea amimmiDe, *ario lae* 

* The Nkdra km iboppad om e< (be tazt and lauat b« 
auppHad aftbar kaa or Men Mm 
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plewont shrilU; th« »ea$ were gu^et from the roer- 
ing winds end the terapeste oi greet waves; the 
heaven had chased away the clouds, and appeared 
fair and clear with bis proper light. 

Behold, then more and more appeared the begin* 
nings of the pomps and processions, every one attired 
in regal manner, according to bis proper habit. One 
Was girded about the middle lihe a man of arms; 
another bare a spear, and had a cloak caught up and 
high shoes as a hunter; another was attired in a 
robe of silk, and socks of gold, with fine omsmeot, 
having long hair added and fbed upon his head, 
and walked delicately in form of a woman; there was 
another which ware leg harness and bare a target, 
an bebnet and a spear, like unto a gladiator, as one 
might believe; after him ruarehed one attired in 
purple, witli the rods borne by vergers before him, 
like a magistrate; after him followed one with a 
maDCle, a staif, a pair of j^ntodee, and with a beard 
as long as any goet's, signifying a philosopher; after 
him went one with ree<u and Time, betokening him 
a fowler, and another with books, declaring a fisher. 
1 saw there a meek and tame hear, which in matron 
habit was carried on a stool; an ape with a bonnet 
of woven stuff on his head, and covered with saffron 
lawn, resembling the Phrygian shepherd Ganymede, 
and bearing a cup of gold io (ils hand; an ass 
had wings glued to his back and went after 
an old man, whereby you would judge the one to 
be Pegasus and the other Bellerophon, and at both 
would you laugh well. Amongst these pleasures 
and popular delectations, which wanderM hither 
and thither, you might see the peculiar pomp 
of the saving goddess trium))haQtly march forward. 
The women attired in white vestments, and rejoicing 
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teot^s geAunJaej Awentei coroouDine, q|Ufte 

dc greifilo per rum, qu sscer iiieedeb«t coButfitu*, 
•ninm stemebuit tfotcnlis; *lUe quae nitentibud 
specuJu pone tergum revenU renienti deae obviutn 
comraoiutrereat obeeqaio«, et quae peetiaee eburaoa 
ferentei gesta bnchioraio flezoqoe dtgilonim onia* 
tiuB atque eppexoo crtniaQ rectum fingerent; iUee 
etiam, quae ceteria o&fueatis et geniali balaamo gut> 
Utira exciUBe cenapargebaDt pUtaas: magnuc prae- 
terea aezui ntriuque auBarud luceroia^ taedii, cereli 
ct alio genere bdom, lomlAe ddensn caeledtium itir* 
pern propltlaatea. STiopboniae dehine euavet, lift* 
ulae tibiaeqoe deleiieimls penoaabaot. Eas 

4iDO<Aiia UctUdinae loTeoUitia, vprte nivea et eata- 
eliita praeoiteiu, aequebatar eberaa, eanaen venue- 
turn iterantei, quod Cameoarum fiavore aollerf poeta 
CDoduiatui edixent, quod argumeDtum refercbaf lo- 
terim iDaiorun antecaotaaienta votorun* I bant et 
dicati nagno Sarapi tibidne*, qai per obliquura eaJa* 
man, ad anrea porreetam dexteram, familitrem 
tempiideiqae nodulnm fteqnentabaot, et plerique qui 
10 ^lem aaerb viao dari praedkaita^ Tane lafluunt 
turbae aacrie dlviais initiatae, viri feounaeque omnii 
digoiutia et omalt aetatia linUae vertU casdore pure 
ItUDiooei, iltae Itmpido trftDlDe crioeemadidoe obvolu- 
tae» hi capiUomderaai forMheoa verticem praenitenCetj 
nagoae religioiua terreoa adera, acreis et argenteU^ 
6 ^ 
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in that tbe^ bare garlaiul^ acul flowers upon t^eir 
heads, bespread the way with herbs, which they bare 
m their aprons, where this regal and devout pro 
cession should pass. Others carried shmiog mirrors 
behind them which were turned towards the goddess 
as she came, to shew to her those which came aiWas 
though they would meet her. Others bare combs of 
ivoiy, and ^ecUre<l by their gestui^e and motions of 
their arms and fingers that they were ordained and 
ready to dress and adorn the goddess’s hair. OUiers 
dropped in the ways, as they went, balm and other 
precious ointmeots. Then came a great number, as 
well of men as of women, with lamps, candles, torches, 
and other lights, doing honour thereby to her that 
was boro of the celestial stars. After that sounded 
the musical harmony of Instruments, pipes and flutes 
in most pleasant measure. Then come a fair company 
of youth apparelled in white vestments and festal 
array, singing both metre aud verse with a comely 
grace which some studious poet had made by favour 
of the Muses, the words whereof did set forth the 
first ceremonies of this great worship. In the mean 
season arrived the blowers of trumpeta, which were 
dedicate unto cnigbty Sarapis, who, holding the same 
reed sideloog toward their right ears, did give fiarth 
a ditty proper to the tem^e and the god: and like- 
wise were there many onicers and beadles, crying 
room for the goddess to pass. Then came the great 
company of men and women of all stations and of 
every age which were Initiate and bad taken divine 
orders, whose garments, being of the whitest Imea, 
glistened all the streets over. The women had tbeir 
hair anointed, and their heads covered with light 
linen i but the men had their crowns shaven and 
shming bright, as being the terrene stars of the 
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iouno vero Aureis etum sistris vgutiuo tionitum con' 
iCrcpeate*. Sed antutit^a MCronuo procorca Jib, qui 
caodido liateamine emetnm poctoralcoi adoaqiic ves* 
strictim iniecti poUntiBliDonijn deum profero* 
bant fosi^ea eniTiai: qaorniB pnmut luccnum claro 
pradvicaLotciB poni^bat InmiiM, non adco Qoatria 
lllia conaiuitefD qoac respcrtinaa iUumiiunt opuUa, 
aod iURua cjinbiaB medio cul patore danunulam 
suacltaoi lai’gloreiB: aeeniidiis veatitu quidem siailMa, 
aed manibus asbabua gerebat anxUlaa,* quibua 
noma A dcdit pfopriom deae suRimatic auxilUrta 
pmvidentia: ib^t tertioa attcJlena palnum auro 
fQbtlJitcT foUatam necnon Uereuriate etkm caJu- 
ctucn : quaHoa aequtacU oatendcbat indicium, do- 
forma tain caanoiD ainttfraap pometa jialmula, quae 
^Duina pIfrtUa, nuUa caJUdltate, nulla aollertla 
pnadita, vidcbator acquitati mafic aptaor quan dex* 
tera« idtm gerebab et auream vaaculum in modutn 
pajjiUae rotundatun do quo laete libabat: quintua 
auream vannoo aoreia eoogeatam raiuulij, at aliui 
ferrbat amphena. 

II Nee man, eum dal dJgnati pedibac humauii in* 
oedera prodeaat: blc horrtndui Ilia tu{>eTuni com* 
cneatOT at infamm, nunc atra oune auras facie 
lubllraic, attallena canla aerricea anJuaa Anubic, 
laava caduceum gereoa, destera palmam virenbem 
quatleoc > huiua eeatiglam eootinaum aequebatur boa 
in eraetoiB levata ctatnm, boa, omniparentii deae 

‘ fta MSS bam Wla»^ id M aaadi*. 1 EaibaPa 
cufgwtioQ ol w^iTfui, “ cac^aeW peta “ (• «ord foood lo tli* 
irmouiiariia Faalaa aad <s tke fkaaarte^ Tba US raadlq| 
Crow frna iSc iaeorpomdoa of is axpluMocy flota. 
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l^oddes, and held io their hands timbrels of brass^ 
silver, aye and gold, which rendered forth a shrill and 
pleasant sound. The prineipal priests, leaders of the 
Sacred rites, which were apparelled with white 
surplices drawn tight about their breasts and banging 
down to the ground, bare the relies of all the most 
puissant gods. One that was first of them carried in 
bis hand a lantern sbfoing forth with a clear light, 
not very like to those which we use in our bouses 
and light our supper withal at eveniog'time, for the 
bowl of it was of ^Id and rendered from the middle 
thereof a more Srigbt dame. The second, attired 
like the other, bare in both hands those pots to 
which the succouring providence of the high goddess 
herself had given their name. The third held up a 
tree of palm, with leaves cunningly wrought of gold, 
and the verge or rod Caduceus of Mercury. The 
fourth shew^ a token of equity, timt was a left hand 
deformed in every place and with open palm, and 
because it was naturally more sluggish, and that 
there was no cleverness nor craft in it, it signified 
thereby more equity than by tbe right hand: the 
same priest carried a round vessel of gold, iu foim of 
a breast, whence milk flowed down. Tj)e fifth bare a 
winnowing Can, wrought with sprigs of gold, and 
another carried a vessel for wine. 

By and by after, the gods deigned Co follow afoot 
as men do, and specially Anubis, the messenger of 
the gods infernal and supernal, tall, with his foce 
sometime black, sometime fair es geld, lifting up on 
high hie dog's head, aud bearing la his left band his 
verge, and in his right hand the green branch of a 
palm-tree. After him straight followed a oow with 
an upright gait, the cow representing the great 
goddess that is the fruitful mother of all, and he 
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fecuodnxD risulnenun, qtMtd rc^eos homcris sots 
praf^ljAt aoo$ e misirt«rio bcAto ^t««su gestuosue. 
Ferebetor ftb alio CMta cecratonuo capax peoitua 
oeUu operta magirificae relJgioois. G«rebat aUus 
feJici no greoio wimmi nuDiDii Tenerasdam efli> 
giecOj noQ pocoria, non aflt, ooo lono, sc bomiois 
quidem ipslu coiuimllciB, aed sidZerti rcj>crtu ctism 
ipsa novitate rererendsm sltiorlSQtcuisqiicet msgoo 
fidaotlo tegendae religMois srfumeutum IneflkMIc, 
•ed ad ii(um place modon fulgeole euro 6guratam i 
umule faberrime cevsta, foiido quam rotucdo, mlrta 
eztriAaeetJi timuleerU Aeg^ptiorum effigiate; eius 
ojiAdum noo altliueole leratuiD ia eenelem por- 
rectum longo rivolo prooinebetei alia vcro parte 
Bultua recedem ^tloia dlletiooe adhaerebat aoM, 
quam contorto iwdolo wpersodebat aspu equamosa 
cerdcie ttrtato tnnore nbllmU. 

18 £t ecce preaeentiielml nominii praDiaee oobU aco^ 
dunt beneflcia, et Cats ealateiuque fpsam meam gereiia 
aacerdoi appropiequat,ad Ipeum praeacriptum divlnae 
promlMiODU rnnatam dexten proferene lietruoi 
deae, nibi coronam et Hereole coronam cocsequea- 
ter, qood tot ae (aaUa exaaclaUa leboribus^tot ecDeoala 
pericniia deae maziiDse provideDtie alluctanteoi tnJbi 
eaerjaslree Fortaeam auperareo. Nee Umen gaudlo 
rabitario cooimoUia iaeleDeeti ue cvnu proripul^ 
rerena idlieet ne KpeaUno quadripodis impccu 
religUuils quletua Uirberetcr ordo, placido ae 
pronus bumaao gradn eoBctabuodas, pauJatixc obli- 
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that guided her aupporCed her as she teaned upoa 
bis shoulder, and marched on ^th much grHvity in 
happy steps. Another carried after the secrets of 
their glorious religion; chised in a coffer. Another 
was there that bw in his bosom (thrice hsppy he!) 
the venerable figure of the godhe^; not formed like 
any beast; bird; savage thing, or human shape, but 
m^e by a new inventloo, and therefore much to be 
admired, an emblem ineHable, whereby was signified 
that such a religion was at once very high and 
should not be discovered or revealed to any person; 
thus was it fashioned of shining gold t it was a 
vessel wrought with a round bottom, and hollowed 
with woodrous eunning, having on the outside 

S ictures figured like unto the manuer of the 
gyptians, and the mouth thereof was not very 
high, but made to Jut out like unto a long funnel; 
on the otlier side was an ear or handle which came 
far out from the vessel, whereupon stood an asp 
holding oat his swelling and scaly neck, whl^ 
entwioe<l the whole as in a knot. 

Finally came he which was appointed to my good 
fbrtune, according to the promise of the most 
puissant goddess. For the great priest, wbicli bare 
the restoration of my human shape, by the com> 
mandmant of the goddess approached more and 
more, carrying in bis right hand both the timbrel 
and the garland of roses to give me, which was in 
very deed my crown to deliver me from cruel 
fortune which was always mine enemy, after the 
auSerance of so mncb calamity anJ pain, and 
after the endurance of so many penis. Then 1, not 
running baatQy by reason of sudden joy, lest 1 
should disturb the quiet procession with my beastly 
importunity, but going softiy as a man doth step 

55d 



Luaus APUI.EIUS 

qwto C4)rpM9; me dirinitos decedents popolOj eetielm 

2 S irrepo. At Mcerdo* at mpoe cognoecere poCai, 
noctuini crauDOaefiictaa otmuH mintueqne con* 
froentUn nuadati ma&aru, eenfestua restitit, et 
ultra porrecta dcxtera ob os ipsum raeura coransiD 
exhibuit TVjoc ego trepidaju, usidoo puUu mlcsntt 
ecrde, eoronaiD,qo4e rosu uooerds (nttxU fulgunbat, 
•vldo ore suscepbm eu^ns praoini devor««i. Nec 
me flefellit cielesu proodanuB: protious mibi deU« 
bitur deformia et feriaa &des. Ac priioo quidem 
aqualeni pilua deAut, ee debine cutis eraut tenustor, 
veoter obmi resldet, pedun plsntae per anguiss Id 
digitos ezeoot, menus noo Uun pedes aunt sed In 
erects porriguntur oCck, cervix proeere cebibeturj 
01 et cspat rotundstur, eares eBonoei repetunt 
pHttInsm psFviutecDj deotes tezei redeuot ed hu* 
nuaen mlaottem, et* me petisstmum crodebet 
tnte* cwde nosquem. PopuU mlrentur* rellgioil 
venersatur tern evidestem mexJmi namiois potentiem 
et eonsiiaUem ooct&rAls imeginiboe msgniAceatleis 
et CscillUtem relbnDetieQis,clenqueet consone voce* 
esclo msQUB ettendentes, teeteotar tem illtittre deee 
benefidain. 

14 At ego stupore himio defixos tsdtus hterebtm* 
onlmo coeo tern repenUDum Umque megnurn oou 
espleste geodJum, qold potiMimom preefarer pri* 
menura, node novee vods exordium ceperem, quo 
•ennone ounc rtute lingua felidus euspicsrer, 
quibus queotisque verbis tsateedeee grutixa tgerem. 
Sed secerdos, utcamque diviso monita cogfiiUs eb 
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through the pre&s of people, which gave rae place bj 
the divine couiuand cd every side, I vreat after tite 
priest. Then the priest, admonished the 

uight before, as I might well perceive, aad mar* 
veiling that now the event came opportunely to 
fulfil that wamlDg, suddenly stood still, and holding 
out his hands thrust out the garland of roses to my 
mouth: which garland I (trembling and my heart 
beating greatly) devoured with a great affectioo. 
As soon as I had eaten them, 1 was not deceived of 
the promise made unto me: for my deform and assy 
face abated, and first the rugged hair of my body 
fell off, my thick skin waxed soft and tender, my fat 
belly became thin, the hoofs of my feet changed 
into toes, my hands were no more feet but returned 
again to the work of a man that walks uj>right, my 
neck grew short, my head and mouth became round, 
my long ears were made little, my great and stony 
teeth waxed less, like the teeth of men, and my tail, 
which before cumbered me most, appeared nowhere. 
Then the people began to marvel, and the rellgwus 
honoured the goddess for so evident a miracle, >^ich 
was foreshadowed by the visions which they saw 
in the night, and the fadli^ of roy reformation, 
whereby uey lifted their hands to heaven and with 
one voice rendered testimony of so great a benefit 
which I received of the godd^s. 

When X saw myself in such estate, I was utterly 
astonied and sto^ still a good space and said 
nothing; for my mind could not contain so sudden 
and so great joy, and I could not teU what to say, 
nor what word I should first speak with my voice 
newly found, nor what thanka I should render Co the 
goddess. But the great* priest, understanding all 
my fortune and misery by divine advertisement, 
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ori^e eunctu cladlbus meis, quanqiuin et lp«e 
insigni permotud inlr«e4)Ii>« nutu eigniliceto prim 
prMcipit tegtndo loihi linteAm d^ri ladnf«ui: nam 
me cum prlmucnneCMto Wgminedespoliaventuinus, 
compreftris in artum feminibua et luperstiictis 
accurate mauJbua, quantum nude licebat, vclamento 
me aaturaU probe mg nJTcrAn. TuJic e cohortereh* 
glonii unua impigre superioreni exutua tunleam 
fiupertexit me celerrime : quo facto, sucerdoa vuitu 
genlali et Hercule perhuoinno In eapectum maum 
15 Attomtua lie effatur: ‘^MuJtia at variii ezancUtia 
laborlbua magnisqua Fortuoae terapealatibba et 
maximU aetua procallla ad portum quietJa et aram 
ariaerlcordiae taiidem, Luei, venliti: oec tlbi Jiatalea 
ac xjs digutaa quidem, vel Ipaa qua florei ua<iuam 
dootriva proMt, Kd lubrioo virantia aetatulae ad 
aervilea delapiui voluptatea, curloaitatia Im^iro* 
aperae alnlairum piaemium reportaaU. Scd utcum- 
que Fortunae caedloa, dum te pearimla perlcuMi 
dlacroeiat, ad religloaani laUm beatitudlncm fm» 
provida produalt maliUa. Bat nunc et aciiumo 
Airore aaaviat, et crude) itati luae mate Kern quaerat 
aiiam: nam in eca quorum aibi vitaa in aerritium 
deae noatrae maleataa vindicavit, son liabet Iocum> 
caeua infeatua. Quid latrouea, quid ferae, quid 
aervitium, quid aaperrimorum iUnerum ambages 
reciprocae, quid roetue mortla coHdianae ne&riac 
Fortunae profuit^ In tutelao lam reeeptua ea 
Fortunae, aed videntia, quae suae lucia spleadcre 
ceteroe etiam decs illumioat Sume iam *ultum 
laetiorem candJdo iito Iwbita tuo coogruentem, 
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Although be else vras aina««d at this notable marrel^ 
bj gestures conmaoded that one should glv^ me a 
linen gnnoent to cover me; for as soon aa I was 
trajuformed from the vUe skin of anaas to my human 
abape, I hid tbe privities of my body with mj bands 
a« lar as a naked man might do. Then one of the 
company put off bia upper robe, and put it on my 
back; whlcb done, tbe priest, looking upon me with 
a sweet and benign countenance, began to say In this 
sort: " 0 my friend Lucius, after the endurance of 
so many labours and the escape of so many tempests 
of fortune, thou art now at length come to the port 
and haven of rest and mercy. Neither did thy 
noble lineage, thy dignity, neither thy excellent 
doctrine anything avail thee; but because thou 
didst turn to ser^e pleasures, by a little folly of 
tby yonthfulness, thou hast had a sinister reward 
of thy uuprosperous curiosity. But howsoever tbe 
blindness of fortune tormented thee in divas 
daogas, so it Is that now by her untboughtful 
malice thou art ecme to this present felicity of 
religion. Let fortone go and nune ^vith fury in 
another place; let ha find some other matter to 
execute her cruelty; for fortune hath no puissance 
against them which have devoted their lives to serve 
and honour tbe majesty of our goddess. For what 
availed the tiiieves ? The beasts savage f Tby great 
servitude ^ Tbe ill, toilsome, and dangerous ways^ 
Tbe fear of death every day ? What availed all 
those, I say, to cruel fortune ? Know thou that now 
thou art safe, and under tbe protection of that 
totune that fs not bllud but can see, who by her 
clear light doth lighten the other gods: wherefore 
rejoice, and take a convenable countenance to thy 
white liabit, and follow with joyful steps the pomp 
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comitare pompam deae sospitatricls inovaDti gradu, 
Videaat irreligiosj, videant et arrorem suum recognO' 
Scant: '£n ecce priatfuia teruoinii absolutus IsidU 
magnae prcTldantU gaudena Luelua de sua Fortuoa 
Criumphat/ Quo tamen totior sia atque muoitlor, 
da Qomen aanctae buie mllltlaej euiua non olim 
Sacramento etiain rogabaris, tegue iam nuoc obae* 
quio relig^onU nostme dedlea at cilnlaterU iugum 
lubi voluntarlaiD: nam cum coeperia daae aerrlrt/ 
tunc magls sentfea fruetuu tuac libcrtatis.” 

16 Ad latutn modum vaticfnatiis aaeerdos agrcgiua 
fatigstos anhelltus trahens conticult Exfn per* 
mixtua agmini religiose procedsns comltabar sacra, 
rlom totae clviutl notut ae conspicuusj dlgitla 
bomlnuiD nuUbuique notabflla. Omnes in rae 
popitli febulabantur: "Hunc omnipotentia hedie 
deae numan augu'ttum refonnevit ad homines; felix 
Herculeet tar bcatus qiii viue scilicet preecadentii 
Innocentia Adaqua tneruarli tarn praeclarum de 
caalo patrocinium, ut renatus quodani mode statim 
aaerorum obiequio desponderetur/* Inter haac et 
feslorom votorum tumultum psulatim progreasi iam 
ripam maris proximamus atquaad ipeum Ilium locura, 
quo pridie meua slabulavarat aalnus, pervenimua 
Ibidem ilmulscris Hte dlspositis oavem faberrime 
fsetam, plcturis miris Aagyptiorum circumsecus 
variegatam, suramus sacerdoe tae<la luctda et ovo et 
sulphure aollamnlssimas preces de casto praelktus 
ore, quam puruslme purificatam deae nuneupavit 
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of this devout end honournble procession; let $vch, 
which be not devout to the goddess, see snd acknow¬ 
ledge their error: 'Behold, here is Lucius that is 
delivered frora Ills foriDer so great miseries bv the 

! providence of the goddess Tsis, and r^oiceth tliere* 
ore and trlumplieui of victory over his fortune.' And 
to the end thou moyett live more safe and sure, 
make thyself one of this holy order, to which thou 
wast but a short time since pledged by oath, dedicate 
thy roind to the obeying of cur refigioa, and take 
upou thee a voluntary yoke of ministry: for when 
thou begfnneit to serve and honour the goddess, then 
shale thou feel the more the fruit of thv liberty/* 
After that the great priest had pronheiled in this 
manner with often breotliings, he maoc & eoneluslon 
of his words. Then I went amonpt the company of 
the rest and followed the procession: every oiie of 
the people knew ms, aiid pointing at me with their 
Angers, or nodding with tJieIr heads, they said in 
this sort: " Behold him who Is this day trarisformed 
Into a man by the puissance of the sovereign goddess 
verily he is blessed and moat blessed that by the 
Innocency of his former life hath merited so great 
gmee from heaven, and aa it were by a new generation 
Js reserved stralghtwny to the obseqiiv or religion/’ 
In the mean season, amid all these foud cries and 
prayers, by little and little we approached nigh unto 
the ses-eoast, even to that place where I Jay the 
night before being an ass. 'Tliere, after the bnagea 
and relics were orderly diB|>osed, was a boat cunningly 
wrought and compassed about with divers pictures 
according to the fashion of the Egyptians, which 
the great priest did dedicate and consecrate with 
certoln prayers from his holy Ups and purified the 
same with a torch,.an egg, and sulpitur, dedicating 
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dedicavitqae. Huiiu fdicis dvd niteos carbasns 
litUma voti inUxt&s progerebat: eae Iit:t«r4e votum 
Uistaurabant de Dovi commeatus prosper* n«vlg«* 
time. lem miilui ioeorgit, pious rotunda aplendore 
sublimii, Insignt carcheaio consjHeua, et puppls in- 
torba cheniitco, braoUls aureU veaBtA fuigebat, 
ontnieque prorsue earuia citro Hmptdo perpoliu 
florebftt Tunc euneii popull, taoi religiosi qiiam 
|)rofsDl» vannos onuaUa aromatia eb huiuaeemodi 
siippbclie certatlm congerunt et losuper ductus 
bbont Intritum iKCto eontectum, doneo munerlbm 
Inrgli et devotlonlbus faustia compleU navisj al^ 
aoluta strophiia Dncoralibua, peoullari lerenoque 
Aattt pelMgo redderetur: que poetquarn cursue 
apatio prospectum aul noble IneerUC, aaeroium 
geruM, aumptia rartum quae quiique detideront, 
a 1 ^ 1 cres ad fanum reditum capeaaunt aimili atruetu 
potn^iae dceorl. 

17 At cum ad ipaum lam tempi itm pervenimua, 
aacenlos maxlmua, qalque diWnas effiglca progere- 
bant, et qui vonera^idta penctralibos pridem fuerant 
initiaH, intra cublculum deae recepti dtaponunt rite 
simulacra spirantla. Tuoc ex Ma unuai quem cuocti 
grain matea dicebant, pro forJbus asaistens coetu 
paatnphorum (quod sacroaancli eollegii notoen est) 
vein tin contioneiu voeato, indidem de aoblimi sug- 
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It onto the nAme of th« godd«J8. The sti] of thi< 
blessed &hlp was of white huec cloth, wbsreoo wss 
wntteo cer^n letters which should tesUfy the navi^- 
tion of tl) e oew season to be prosperous; cbe mast was 
of a mat length, made of a pine>tree, round, aod very 
exc^eat, with a shining top seen of all eyes; the 
poop was covered over with plates of gold, being 
in uape like unto a goose's neek^and all the ship 
was n^e of citron-tree very fair. Then all the 
people, as well religious as profane, took a great 
a umber of winnowing fans replenished with oi^ours 
and pleasant smells, and pou^^ed libation of milk Into 
the sea, until the ship was filled up with large gifts 
and proaperous devotions, when as with a ideasant 
wind the ropes of the anchor were lot go and it 
launched out into the deep while a breeae blew fair 
for that ship alone. And when they had lost the 
light of the ship, by resson that it wes afar off, every 
man of them that Gore the holy tilings carried again 
that which he brought, and went towaidithe temple 
in like pomp and order aj they csme to the sea¬ 
side. 

NVIien we were come to the temple, the great 
priest and those which were deputed to carry the 
divine dgures, but speolslly those which Jiad long 
time been iDitiete In the religion, went Into the 
secret chamber of the goddess, where they put and 
placed the lively ims^s according to their order. 
This done, one of the company whi^ was a scribe or 
interpreter of letters, in form of a preacher stood up 
in a chair before the place of tlie holy college of the 
PastopKores * (for so are they named) and calling 
together their whole assembly, from his hi|^i pulpit 

^ Tbs shriBa-bsarsrs tbs higbast order cf tbs Islso 
ptissiSi 

667 



LUCIUS APULEIUS 

gesto de libro, de JitterJs feust* vota praefatus prin* 
cipi CQBgno lenatuique et equiti totoque Romano 
popnlo, oauticla navibusque, quao sub imparto 
mundi noatratis roguntur, renuotiat sermoDO rJtiique 
Graeolonei iU: " HAOia^f ESIA ; qoam vocem felkiter 
ouoetJe ovenjre signavit popuU clamor inaacutus* Exln 
gaudio daJfbuM populares thatloa, verbenas, corollas 
ferenUs, exoseulalii veadgiis deae quae gradibus 
haerebat argeoto formata, ad auoa diacedunt Lares. 
Nec Umen me sinebat animus uogue Utlus Indidem 
digredi, aed intentus In deae spedmen priitlnos 
casas maos recordabar. 

II Nec tamen lama volucria pigra pinnarum tarditate 
caasaverat, led protinua In patria deae providentla 
adorabile beneddum meamque ipalui fortunam me- 
morabjlem narraverat passim. Confsstlm denique 
ramillarei ac varnulaa, qutque mlhi proxumo oexu 
sanguinis coliaerebant, luoCu depoaite quani dameae 
mortis false nuntlo luicepeiant, repentino lastati 
gaudio varie quisque munerabundl ad meum fesU- 
nant lIUco diumum redueemque ab Inferls con* 
ipectum. Quorum deaperata ipse etiam facie re* 
creatDs oblationes honeatas aequi boniqua fado, 

t TMj Orssft word or vprda had Ueoois nuob corruptsd 
to (be US<S: vXe<««^c4 Is Uomaoen's enendatioo. The 
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began to read out of a bock, pray lag for good fortane 
to the great Prmce, the Senate, to the noble order 
of Chivalry, and generaUy to all the Roman people, 
and to all the sailors and ships aueh as be under the 
puiaaance and jurisdiction of Rome, and h e pronounced 
to them in the Grecian tongue and manner thisorord 
following, “ Ploiapketuiy’ * which slgnii^ed that it was 
DOW lawful for the ships to depart) whereat all the 
people gave a great shout, and then replenished with 
rmiw joy, bare all kind of leafy branches and herbs 
and garlands of flowers home to their houses, kissing 
and embmoing the feet of a silver image of the 
goddess upon the steps of the temple. Howbelt I 
could not do as the rest, for my mind would not 
suffer me to depart one foot away, so earnest and 
ailentive waa 1 to behold the beauty of the goddess, 
with remembrance likewise of my great travail and 
misery which I had endured. 

Id the mean seasoo news waa carried througliout 
the country (which goeth aa swift as the flight of 
birds, or as the blast of wind) of the grace and 
beneflt which 1 had received of the goddeas, and of 
my fortune worthy to be had in memory. Then oy 
parents of close blood, friends, and servants of our 
house, understanding that 1 was not dead as they 
were falsely informed, laid by their grief and came 
towards me with great diligence to see me, bearing 
to me gifts, oa a man raised from death to life. And 
1 likewise, winch did never think to see them again, 
was aa joyful as they, but would receive none oi the 
honest gifts and oblations which they gave, inas> 

old printsd sdidone had Xaoh which may he compered 

with the 2u mi$$a «•( at the end of the Romeo Msee ; other 
eoTniaentators suggest dyrk Oatx aod other fonDolte of 
Orieutal religion. 
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qoippe cum mibi IkmiliAres quod ad cultum 6um|v 
Cumque Jargiter succederet deferre proapleue ciiru- 

Idsent. Afiatis itaque es officio singulis, narratisque 
nela probe et prlatinis aerumnii et pnesentibus 
gaudila, cue run am ad deae gratiwimum mibi refero 
coaspectun, aedibusque conductis intra conaaeptum 
templi Larem teraporarium mibi coMtltuo, deae mini- 
steriis adhiic prfvatls apposltus contuberniiaque sacer* 
dotum individuuset oamlnla raagni cultor iniepara' 
bibs. Nec fuit nox una vel quits aliqua viau deae 
raonltuque leiuna, sed erebria imperila aocrla suia me 
iamdudum destlnatum nuneaalten ceoiebac ioltlari. 
Atego,quamquaai cuplanti voluntate paedlCus,tamen 
religlosa fbrmidine reiardabar, quod enim aedulo 
percontaveram difficile rebgionia ebscquium et eae- 
llmoolorum abstlnentlan satis arduam cautoque 
circumspeetu vltam, quae multis casibus lubiacet^ 
ease muniendam. Haec identidem mecum re> 
puUns nescloquo modoj quamquam feitinana, dlffier- 
ebtm, 

SO Nocta qaadam plenum gremium suum visas eat 
mlhi auminuj saeerdoa offerre, ae requirenti, qdd 
utique istuJ, reapondlase partes illaa da Thea- 
aaba mihi mUm, sarrum etlam meum indldem 
supervenisse nomine Candldum. Hanc experrectua 
Imaginem diu diuque apud cogltatlOQei meat revolve- 
ham quid rei portcnderet, paesertim cum nullum 
unquam babuisse me servum iste nomine nuncuptum 
cerlus essem; ulut lamen sese paesagium somni 
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much 99 my bad tokea c»re lo brin^ with 

th«m enough oi* auch thi&ge M vw Qeceasory for 
my body adcJ ray durgea. After that I bad greeted 
each according to hU klndneoa, and made relation 
unto them of all my pristine raiaery and present 

e , I went again before the &ce of the goddess, and 
d me a house within the cloister of the temple, 
since I had been set apart for the service of the 
goddeaa that liitherto had been kept private from 
me, so that 1 might ordinarily frequent th e eompany of 
tJte prieata, whereby 1 would wholly become devout 
to the goildesa, and an (nieparable worihipper of her 
divine name: nor was there any night nor sleep bat 
that the goddess appeared to me, persuading and 
cemmaiuling me to Uke the order of her religion 
whereto 1 ha<i been long since foreordained. But I, 
although I was endued with a desirous goodwill, yet 
the reverend fenr of the same held me bock, con* 
eidering that as I had learned by dUigeat enquiry her 
obeisance was hard, the ehaitl^ of the priests dlifl- 
cult to keep, and the whole life of them, because it 
is set about with mnny chances, to be watched and 
guarded very carefully. Being thus in doubt, I 
refrained myself from all those things aa seeming 
impossible, although In truth I waa hastening towards 
them. 

On a night the great priest appeared unto me in a 
dream presenting his Isp full of treasure, and whenl 
demanded what it sigrtlhed, he answered that this 
portion WAS sent me from the country of Thceealy, 
and that a servant of mine named Candidas was 
thence arrived likewise. Whenl was awaked,! roused 
in Qiyself what this vision should portend, consider¬ 
ing { never bad any servant called by name: 
bat whatsoever it did eiguify, this I verily thought, 
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porrigeret, Jocrun certum modis omoibuc siguiffcArj 
pvtium obUtione credebsre. Sic uixiiis et In pro* 
vcnUun pro&perlorem ctlonitus (cmplJ mAtuCinAs 
apertiones cppericbar: «c dum, vdit candcntibua 
reductU In div«nu&i, deae vcneraliilfim conapeetum 
•pprecamur, et per diaposltu area drcuroiene eecerdoij 
Tern divinem procurans fiupplkameniia aoJlemnibua, 
de penetrell fbntera petitum apondeo libet, rebus lam 
rite conaummatia inchoaUe lucfa lalutetionibua re- 
llgleal primam nuntientea liorani peratrepunt. Rt 
eeee auperveoiunt HypaU’ quoa Ibl rellquerem 
famuloi, cum me Petla malla {ncapiatreaaet erroHUii, 
cognitia ecllloet fabulU mela, necnon et equum 
quoquo illun nteun reducentea, quern diverae dia> 
tractum notae derfuelU agnltione recupersverant. 
Quart aeUenUra lomnl tuin mlrabar vel maxlmej 
quod praeter eongruenUam lucroiae pelllcitatienla 
■rgumento lervl Candid! equum mlhl reddidlaaet 
coiore eandldum. 

S1 Quo facto Idem aollkitlua eedulum colend 1 frequen- 
tabam minlaterium sfie futura bencflcila preesentibua 
fdgneraU; nec minus In dies mihi magis maglaque 
acdplendnruai aacrorom cupidogllacebat, aummlaque 
precibui prlmarlum aaceNloteoi aaeplasine con- 
veneram, petena ut me ooctis aacratae tandem area* 
nia inltlaret. At ilia, vir elloqulo gravia et sobriae 

1 Tea tf&S bare d4 pairia, wliiQb» accordi&f to Buraian, 
weaM bf a rlow tbat aboaldarad ca« true r^lor ifvoaia ont 
oflhstaat 
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th*t such offenng of nft« wu « foreshew of gam and 
prosperous cliance. While I vas thus aosuous and 
astonished at my coming prosperity, I ^^ent Co 
temple, and tarried there till the opening of the 
gates in the morning: then 1 went in, and when the 
white curtains were drawn aside, I began to pray 
before the face of the goddess, while the priest 
prepared and set the divine things on every altar 
with solemn supplications, and fetched out of the 
sanctuary the holy water for the libation. When 
all things were duly performed, the religions 
heg&n to sing the matins of the morning, testlmng 
thereby the hour of prime. By and by behold 
arrived my servants which I had lefo at Hypata, 
when Fotis entangled me la my maze of miserable 
wanderings, who bad heard my tale as it seemed, 
and brought with them even my horse, which they 
had recovered through certain signs and tokens 
which be had upon bis back. Then I perceived the 
interpretation of my <lream, by reason that beside 
the promise of gain, my wblte horse was restored to 
me, which was signihed by the argument of my 
servant Candidus.* 

This done, 1 retired the more diligently to the 
service of the goddess in hope of greater benefits, 
considering I ha!d received a sign and token, whereby 
my courage increased every day more and more to 
take upon me the orders and sacraments of the 
temple : in so much that I oftentimes communed 
with the priest, deairing him greatly to make me 
initiate in the mysteries of the holy night. But.he, 
which was a man of gravity and welbrenowoed in 

a Servm Medfduj (SMordiog M'tha seoood word is spelt 
with a capital latter or ao) caeaBS “ ay sarwat Oandidua or 
“ my white sarvaat.** 
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religionia obMrvatione ^mosuo, clemoot^ ac 
et at soleat parentes iomatoris !ib«ronira deaideriia 
nodiflctri, nous differena instaotiaro, apei n^loria 
soltclia alioquin anziom mlbl parmulcebat animum. 
Nam et d^em qua quiaque poult ialtlarl deae nutu 
deoonatnri, et aacerdotem qui aaera debeat mlm- 
strare duadem provldentta dellgt, aunptus etUm 
caerimoniia aeceawrioa ilmlll praecepto deatinari: 
quae cuncU Qoe quoque obaervabDi patlentia aua- 
Uaere cenaebat, qalppe cum avIdlUU eontumadaeque 
aumme eavere> et utramque culpam vitare, ac naque 
veeatua moraii nec non iuuua feetlnare deberem. 
Nec tanen ene quemquam de too nticnero tam 
perdlUe cntntli vel imiac deatinatae mortiaj qul non 
dbl quoque leonum lubente Jomina, temerarium 
atqae taerikgum audaat inlnijterivim aublre ncxam' 
qua Jetalem contrahere. Nam et inferum clauttra 
et ulutia tutelam in d«ac manu pcaiU; ipaamque 
tftditionem ad initar vcluatariae mortU et preeaiiiae 
ttIuUi eelebrari, qaippe cum tranaactii vitae tern* 
poTlbui iam in ipio Anitae lucU liiDine conetitutoej 
qola tamen tuto poednt roa^na rellgionia commlttl 
riientUi numen deae nleat ellcere et lua providentia 
qaodam modo reoatoa ad novae reponere rureui 
aalutis curricula. Ergo IgUiu me quoque oportere 
eaelute auiticere praeceptum^ quaiaquam praeeipua 
evidendque magni nomlnia dignatlone iamduduA 
felid raisUterio nuncupatum destinatumque, cec 
secoe qiiam cultores ceteH elbis protanii ae oefariis 
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th« order of jprieethood, very gently end kindly 
deferred mr atfeetion from dey to doy with eomfort 
of better Eope, u parente commonly bridle the 
deeire* of their children when they attempt or 
endeevoar any unprohUble thing, Mying that the 
day when any one ahould be admitted into their 
order li appointed by the goddesa, the prieet which 
ahould miniater the aaerifiee ia choaeu by her provi¬ 
dence, and the neceiaary charge of the ceremoolea li 
allott^ by her commandment; all of which thing! he 
willed me to attend witli marvelloua patience : and 
that I should beware both of too iziucK forwardneta, 
and of stubborn obatinaey, avoiding either danger, 
that if being called 1 should delay, or oot called 
I should be Wty. Moreover he aalil that there waa 
none of his company either of so desperate a mind, or 
so rash and hardy unto death ae to enterprise receiving 
this mysterv without the commandment of the god¬ 
dess, whereby he should commit a deadly odeace: 
coaaldeiing that it was in her power both to damn 
and to save all persons, and that the taking of such 
orders was like to a voluntary death and a dilflcult 
recovery to health: and if anywhere there were any 
at the point of death and at the end and limit of 
their life, so that they were cspablc to receive the 
dread secrets of the goddess, it waa in her power by 
divine providence to make them as it were new-bom 
and to reduce them to the path of health. Finally 
be said that I must therefore attend and wait for 
the celestial precept, although it were evident 
and plain that the goddess haJ already vouchsafed 
to c^i and appoint me to the happy company of 
her mmiitry, and that I must refrain from profane 
and unlawml meats, as those priests which were 
already received, to the end I might come more 
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iAV nimc temperAre^ quo rectius ad «rca£ii purissimue 
religioala seereU pervaderem. 
it Dixent Mcerdod, Dec Impatientia corrump«bAtur 
obsAquioa) duudi, led^iatentus miti qukte proba- 
blll tacitumiUte sedulura quot dJea obibam culturua 
AMroruD mifiUterium. N«c ine fefellit vel tongi 
teopori« proUUona cruoAvic deae poteatis benigidUf 
salutaris, sed noccis obecuraa non obseurU bnperiii 
evjd«itter moauit adveulan diem mihi semper opta- 
bUem, quo me oaximl veCl eompertiret, quentoque 
lunptu deberem proeurare lupplicamentii; ipsumque 
Mlthram Ilium soum sacerdotein praeelpuumj dlvino 
quodan stellarum conaordo, ut aiebat, mihi eoniunc- 
turn, sacrorum minlatrum decerait, Quia et ceteris 
bejdvoKi praaeeptla sunuaatia deae recreatus aniinl, 
Qccdum satla luce lucida, dUcuiaa quiete, protinua ad 
receptaeuiuoi lacerdotia conteodo, atque eum eubi- 
eulo luo conimodum pradcuntem coDtiauatui aaloto. 
Sellto cenaUntlus deitlnaveram iam velut debitum 
aacris obaequlum ffagitare: at ille itatlm, at me 
coRipexit prior, “ 0 " Inqult " Lucl, te fellcem, te 
baatum, quem propitia voluntate numeo auguatum 
taotopere digcatur: et quid ^ loquit “ lam nunc 
alas otloaua teque Ipaum demorajia ? Adest tibl 
dies vatia amdois exepUtui, quo deae multlno- 
minii divlnla imperils per iitas raeaa manua pilssimls 
sacrerum arcanis inaiDueris" ; et inJecta dextera 
senex comJasimus dudt me protinos ad Ipeaa foms 
aedia arnplisaimae, ritnqae aoUenai apertionia eele- 
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ant and clean to the knowledge of tbe secrets of 
t^e religion. 

Then when Ike had tlkue spoken I was obedient 
unto these words, and fretted not my duty with lack 
of patience; but I was attentive with meek quiet* 
neea and taoitiiinity to prove me. 1 daily served at 
the temple; and in the end the wholesome gestle* 
ne«s of the goddess did noUiing deceive me, for slic 
tormented me with no long delay, but in a dark 
night she appeared to me In a vision, declaring in 
words not dark that the day was come wMeli [had 
wished for so long; she told rae what provision and 
clitrges 2 sliould m at for the suppUoatlons, and how 
that she had appointed her principal priest Mitlirai, 
that was joined unto my destiny (as she said) hy the 
ordering of tbe nlnneta, to be « minister wltn me in 
my saciTdees. when 2 liad heard these and the other 
divine commandments of the high goddess, I greatly 
rejoiced, end arose before dey to speak with the 

( ;reat priest, whom I fortuned to espy coming out oi 
kis ehamber. Then I saluted him, and thought with 
myself to ask and demand with a bold courage that 
1 should bo Initiate, as a thing now due i but as soou 
as he perceived me, he began nrst to say: O Lucius, 
now know I well that thou art most happy and 
blessed, whom the divine Mddess doth so greatly 
accept with mercy. Why dost tliou stand idle and 
delays Behold the day which thou didst desire 
witli prayer, when as thou shslt receive at my hands 
the Older of most secret aod holy religion, according 
to the divine commandment of tJils g^dess of many 
names." Thereupon the old man took rae by the 
hand, and led me conrteously to tbe gate of the great 
temple, wliere, after that it was religlokisly opened, 
he nade a solemn celebration, and after tbe morning 
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bnto minUt^rio ftc oiAtutiDo peracto sacrificio^ de 
opertia adjlt profert quosdun libros Uttcria Ignora- 
bilibns praenotatos, partim figures euluseemodi 
aniculinm eoncepti aennoois coeipendioM Terb* 
SQggerenteS; partira oodosb et in moduin rotac 
tortuoais capreolatlrngue coadecsisapicibus aeurlcsa’ 
profaDorucQ lectdoae munita: lodidem mihi pra«dicat 
quae forest ad naum toletae neceeeario praeparai^a. 

35 Ea protiaua naviter et aliquaato Hberaliua partirD 
ipsa, pariim par meos aodoa eoemenda procuro. 
lamque tempore, ut aiebat sacerdos. Id postxdante, 
et^patum me religlosa eoborte deduciC ad proxuioaa 
baineas, et prius sueto lavacro traditum, praefatua 
deum venUm, parisatme drcamrorans ablajt,rursura* 
que ad templom reduetuio, iam duabua diei partibus 
trasaaccia, aate ipsa deae vestigU cooatituit, secre- 
toque maDdatis quibuadam quae voce meUora sunt, 
{Had place cunotls arbitris praedpit, decern contiauia 
illis diebas cibadam Toluptateia oobercerem aeque 
ullum animal esaeia et iavlnios easera* Quis vener- 
abiU coatlnentia rice servaCia, iam dies aderat divine 
deatinatua va<bjaonlo, et sol curvatua intrabebat 
vesperam: tom ecce confluuct undique turbae aacra* 
torum ^ ritu vetusto vartis quiaque tee muoenbus 
honorentea Tunc semods procul profanis omnibas 
IlDteo rudique me contectam araiciiotne arrepta 
zDsmi saoerdoa deduelt ad ipaius saorarii penetralia. 

* The U5S have euHetUatt, whiob Is ilifficuiv U Dot im* 
posfiblo, to coDstnw, 

* IftfS awnncK. 1 (hink Bnot's emauJattoo taaroMun, 
''initietas, adopM, prlMta,” >• oacasevr. 
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sAcrilice wu enJed, he brought out of the secret 

E Iaco of the temple oert^ booke writteo with ud- 
nown charaeteri, parti; painted with dguree of 
beasti declaring briefly every sentence, partly with 
letters whose tope and tails turned rounif in fashion 
of a wheel, joined together above like unto the 
tendrils of a vine, whereby th^ were wholly strange 
and Iropoailble to be read of the profane people; 
thence no lulerpreted to me sue!) things as were 
necessary to the use and preparation of mine order. 
Tills done, 1 diligently gave in charge to oerUin of 
my companions to buy li orally whatsoever was need' 
fm end convenient; but part thereof I bought 
myself. Then he brought me, when he found that 
the time was at hand, to the next baths, aceom' 
pauied with all the religious sort, and demanding 
pardon of the gods, washed me and purified my body 
according to the custom; after this, when two ports 
of the day was gone, he brought me back again to 
the temple and presented me before the feet of the 
goddess, giving me a charg;e of certain secret things 
unlawful to be uttered, and commanding me gene¬ 
rally before all the rest to fast by tlie space of ten 
continual days, without eating of any beast or drink¬ 
ing of any wine: which thbigs I observed with * a 
marvellous continency. Then behold the day ap- 
poached when as the saorlflce of dedication iKould 
be done; and when the sun declined and evening 
came, there airived on every coast s great multitude 
of priests, wlio according to their ancient order 
offered me many presents and gifts. Then was all 
tlie laity and profkne people commanded to depart, 
and when they had put on my back a new Iloen 
robe, the priest took my liand and brought me to 
the most secret and sacred place of the temple. 
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fortiUo satis anxie, stodiose lector, quid 
deiade dictum, quid lactam: dicerem si dicere 
Hcerat, cognoscerea si Ifoeret aodire : scd parem 
noiam eontraherent aures et linguae illae teme- 
rariae cunositatia. Ne« te tamen desiderio foraiUn 
rdigioso auspenaum angore diutino cruclabo: igitw 
audi, aed credc, quae vera soot, Acceasi oonfloium 
mortis et ealcato Proscrpinae limine per omnia 
vectua element remeavl; oocle media vidi solem 
candldo cotuscantem lutoine; decs inferos ct deos 
superoB acceesi coram et adoravi de proxutno. • Eoee 
tiW retluli quae, qaacosis audita, ignores tamen 
necesse est: ergo quod solum potest sine piaculo ad 
prof^nun intellegentias e&untiari, referam. 

S4 Mane factum est, et perfectis sollemnibus processl 
duodecim saoratus stolia,babitu qnidem religiose satis, 
$ed efbri de eo nuUo vbiculo prdiibeor, quippe quod 
tunc tempons ridere praeaentes plurimi, Hamque in 
ipso aedis sacne meditullio ante deae simulacrum 
eonstitutom tribunal ligneum iussus superstlU,byssuia 
quidem sed Horide depicta veste conspicuus, et 
humeris depeadebat pone tergum Ulorum teoaa 
pretiosa chlamida: quaqua tamen vlseres, colore 
?ario circumnolatis Inslgoibar animallbus; lunc 
draconca Indici, inde grypes Hyx>otb<^ei quos in 
speclem pionatae alitla geoerat mundus alter: banc 
Olympiacam stolam aacrati ouacupaut. At manu 
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I'hou woutdeeb pendventure d<m«nd, thou studious 
rSAder, was said sod done there: verily I 

would tell thee if it were lawful for me to lell, thou 
wouldest know if it were convenient for thee to hear; 
but both thy eau and my tongue should Incur the 
like pain of rash curiosity. Kowbeit I will not long 
torment thy mind, which peradventure li somewhat 
religious and given to some devotion; listen there¬ 
fore, and believe It to be true. Thou slialt under¬ 
stand that 2 approached near unto hell, even to the 
gates of PMscrpine, nnd after that 1 was ravished 
throughout all the element*, 1 returned to tny 
pro{>er place; about midnight ( saw the sun brightly 
shine, I saw likewise the gods celestial oiid tlte gods 
infernal, before w'bom 1 presented myself and wor¬ 
shipped them. Behold now liave I told tbee, whicli 
although thou hast heard, yet it is necessary that 
tlmu conceal it: whererore this only will I tdl, which 
may be declared without offence for the under¬ 
standing of the profane. 

When morning came and that tl\e solemnities 
were finished, 1 came forth sanctified with twelve 
stoics and in a leUgions habit, whereof f am not 
forbidden to speak, con^dering that many persons 
saw me at ^at time. There I was commanded to 
stand upon a pulpit of wood which stood in the 
middle of the temide, before the figure and remem- 
brsnoe of the goddess; ruy vestment was of fine 
linen, covered and embroidered with dowers; I had 
4 precious cope upon my shoulders, hsnglng down 
beldnd me to tim ground, wliereon were beasts 
wrougiit of divers clours, a* Indian dragons, and 
Hyperborean grllfins, whom in form of blivie the 
otfrer part of the world doth engender: the priests 
eomoaocly call such a habit an Olymplao stole. lo 
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dexten gerebuD fl&mmis adultam &cein, et c^put 
d«core corona doxerat, palmoe candidoe folija iu 
moduin radlorum prooistentibus: sic ad instar soils 
exoroatome et io vic«m sicnulacri constituto, repente 
▼elis reducUs, in ospectiim popuJcis errabat. Exbinc 
celebravi natalero sacrorum et suaves 
epuloe et facets convlviai dies eUam tertios pari 
caerlmojuaruffi ritu celebratus, et ieittscolum re* 
Ugiosum et teleue legitima cousummatio. Paucis 
defainc Ibidem eotuaoratus diebua mexpIicabiU 
voIupUte simuiacri divini perfruebar, irremunerabili 
quippe beneficio plgceratus, Sed taaden deae 
mooitu, iket non plena, taoen pro meo modnlo 
anpplicue gratiis persolutis, tardam satis domuitionem 
compare, viz cquidem abruptls ardentiesiiai deaiderii 
retinaeulis. Provolutus denique ante conspectum 
deae et facie rsea diu detcrsJs vestigiis eius, lacnmis 
cbortis, dngijltu crebro sermoDem interdciens et 
verba derorant, aio: 

S5 '■Tn quideci sancta et humani generis sospitatrix 
perpetut, semper fbveodis mortalibus munlficM, 
dalcem matris afiectionem miseroruin casibus tribnJa. 
Hec dies nec qoies nils ac ne momentum quidem 
tenue tuls transcurrit beneficKs otiosum, quin marl 
terraque protegos lioraines et depulsis vitae procellU 
seiubai'em porrigas dexteram, qua fatorum etiam 
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my right hand 1 carried & lighted torch, and a gar¬ 
land of dowera wa$ upon ray head, with white p^m- 
leaves sprouting out o& every side like rays; thus 1 
was adorned Uke unto the son, and made in faebion 
of an image, when the curtains were drawn aside 
and all the people compassed about to behold me. 
I'ben they began to solemnise the feast, the nativity 
of my holy order, with sumptuous ban<iuete and 
pleasant meats: the third day was likewise celebrate 
with like ceremonies, with a religious dinner, and 
with all the coiisummatioD of the adept order. Now 
when 1 had continued there some days, conceiving a 
inarvellous pleasure and consolation in beholding 
ordinarily the Image of the goddess, because of the 
benefits, beyond all esteem or reward, which she had 
brought me, at leng^ she admonished me to depart 
homeward, not without rendering of thanks, which 
although they were not sufhcieot, yet they were ac¬ 
cording to xny power. Howbeit I could hardly be 
persuaded to break the chaina of my most earnest 
devotion and to depait, before I had fallen prostrate 
before the face of the goddess and wiped her feet with 
my face, whereby I began so greatly to weep and sigh 
that my words were interrupted, and as devouring 
my prayer 1 began to say in this sort: “ O holy and 
blessed dame, the perpetual comfort of human kind, 
who by Thy bounty and grace nourisliest all the 
world, and bearest a great affection to the adversities 
of the miserable as a loving mother, Tliou takest no 
rest night or day,neither art Thoa idle at any time in 
giving benehts and succouring all men as well on 
land as sea; Thou art she »at puttest away all 
stonns dangers from men’s life by stretchbtg 
forth Thy right hand, whereby likewise Thou dost 
unweave even the inextricable and tangled web of 
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iotxtri««bilit«r cootorta relmcUs et Fortun»e 
temi^esUtes «t ftellanm aoxios m««tu« 

cohibes. T« Mperi eolont, obserrtat ioferi, tu rotu 
orbeU} Iuoiif»i aoitw, rtgit mondura, c*J«m TarUrura. 
Tibl reipoudent rtdeuBt tempor*, gaudent 

norotna, lerviuot eleiotnU: too notu aplmat fUratna, 
nutnuat nublla, gerninant seminal ervcunt gemiina. 
Tuam malesUtem perbotTeacont 4*«a caelo meantesi 
ferae montibns erraatta, seipcntea solo lateniesi 
iieluao ponto natantee. At ego referendia laudibiie 
tult axilla Ingenio et adhibendia aacrifidia tenuis 
patriimooio: nee reihi voda nbertaa ad dicenda quae 
dt toa maiestate aeotio saffidt,neconaiUe lingoae* 
que totldem rel iodefeatt aennontf aeterna seizes. 
Ergo food aoluD potest, rdigiosasquidem sod pauper 
alioqalo, efiioere eurabo: dmooa tooa ^ItttS numen- 
que sanctissimaai iotra pectoris tnd secrete eonditum 
perpetuo custodiena unaginabor." 

Ad iatum modura depreento sumnio nuipliie, com* 
plexus Uitbrani saeerdotea et mesa Ua pareatem, 
eolloquedfusoultiaoeeuibmbaereiu veniara poatula- 
bam, quod eom eondlgne Uotla beodidls munemri 
Sd nequlren. Dlu deoiqne grttUram gerendarum aer- 
mone prollxo eonnwraloa, taoden dlgredlor, et recta 
patrium lArem reviaonis meum poet allquam mu I turn 
temporis, eontendo; panelsque post diebus, deao 
potentli inrtfAets, rapUm cot utit e U s aardnitlia, nave 
conacenaa Aomam rerans profectienea didgo; tutus* 
que prosperitate rtotoran fSerenttom AugtisU portum 
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fate, and appeaseat the great tempesta of fortune, 
and keepeat back the harmful course of the stars. 
The gods supernal do honour Thee; the gods infernal 
bave Thee in re7ereQce; Thou dost make all the earth 
Co turn, TIiou givest light to the sun. Thou govemest 
the world, Thou treadest down the power of bell. 
By Thy n\ean the stars give answer, the. seasons 
return, the gods rejoice, the elements serve: at Thy 
commandment the winds do blow, the clouds nouri^ 
the earth, the seeds prosper, and the fruits do grow. 
The birds of the air, the beasts of the hill, the ser> 
penis of the den, and the hsltes of the sea do tremble 
at Thy majesty; but my spirit Is not able to give Thee 
sufficient praise, my patrimony is unable to satisfy 
I'hy sacrlHces; my voice hath no t>ower to utter that 
which I think of Thy majesty, tio, not if I had a thou¬ 
sand mouths and so many tongues au<l were able 
to continue for ever. Howbeit as a good religious 
person, and accoi’ding to my poor estate, 1 will do 
wbat 1 may: 1 will always keep Thy divine appear¬ 
ance in remembrance, and close the imagloatlon of 
Thy most holy godhead within my breast.” 

When 1 had ended my oration to tiie great god¬ 
dess, X went to embrace the great pnest, Mithras, 
now my spiritual father, clinging upon his neck and 
kissing him eft, and demanding nls pardon, consider¬ 
ing I was unable to recompense the good which he 
had done me: and after much talk and great greet¬ 
ings and thanks 2 departed from him straight to 
visit my parents and friends, after that 1 had been so 
long absent. And so within a short while after, by 
the exhortation of tlie goddess I made op my packet 
and took, shipping towards the city of ^me, and 1 
voyaged very safely aiid swiftly with a prosperous 
wind to the port of Augustus, and tbeoce travelHiig 
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celerritoe 4C deotfic cArpento pvrvolavi, v^perA4j«« 
quAm <li«e insegueb&tur Iduum Decetnbiiuio 
UBctADi iattm dviUUm iicc«do. N«e uUuro tAOi 
pmecipuucQ mihi exinde itudluitt fuit, qtuoi coUd{« 
0 upp)iCAT$ flucotno numJnl TeginM IfiidU, dt 

teopli eitu ^oropto noiziiiie, CRmpenjIs <umcn« earn 
?ener4lioae proiritUlur. ErAni eultor deni<]u« amI* 
duus, finl quidem cidvonaj religioeli Autem {ndigeru. 

EcM trAiKCurtoiignlferocireijIo mAgnui Annum 
coinplAVArat, tt quietAin meom runiis intArpellAt 
Auminii benefiel curA pervigillj «t rurius telfttaei 
ruTfui AAcroram comiaonet. MinbAr quid rei tAiap 
taret, qu id proountiAr«t futurum i quidni ? PI enlisl me 
iAndudusn videber JaitlAtui. Ac dum religloaura 
icmpulum pATtlm epucl medin eenAum diepato, 
pAftlm cAcrAtorum coniiliii extislno, novum ml rum- 
que pttne coraperlor, dcAo quldem me teiittim cecrli 
Imbutum At magnl del deumque lumnl pArentiCj 
in vieti Oo'ric, necdom sAcris illuitrAtuoi. QuAicg uAm 
enim C0DnexA> loimo veto incmiU ritio Duminie reli- 
gionUque eaeet, temen teleUe dUcrimen latereue 
maxi mum: prohine tne quoque pett magno etlaoi deo 
famuluiD xeatire deberect Nee d<u ree in ambiguo 
eletlt: nam proxoma aocte vidi queadamde aacratii^ 
linteJe iniectum, qui thynoa et hederae et tacende 
quaedam gerene ad ipsos meos Laree collocaret, et 
occupato aedil) aeo religionia amplae deauAtiaret 
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b; cturiot, I 4UTived that bo3j city About the 
twelfth dey of December in the evenitig. And the 
greeteAt desire which I hid there wes deiJy to make 
my prayers to the sorereiga goddess Isis, who, bv 
reesoa of the pUee where her temple «m buildea, 
was called CamMaiis,> aad CMtloQuy is adored of 
the people of Borne: her minister and worshipper 
was *, a stranger to her church, bat not unkoowo to 
her rebgicn. 

When DOW the ion bed passed through all the 
signs of heaves and the year was c^ed, and 
that the goddea warned ise again in lay sleep to 
receive a new order and eoiuecration, I marvelled 
greatly what It should signify and what should 
happen, considerisg that I was tnost fully an initiate 
arul ucred perwn already. But It fortuned that 
while I partly reasooed with myself, and partly 
examine J the perplexity of my conscience with the 

K lests and bishops, there came a oev tod oiarvel- 
2 B thought to mv mind: that is to say, that 1 was 
only ralldoDs to tEe goddess Isis, hut not yet sacred 
to the rcTigion of great Osirit, the sovereign father of 
ail the gou: between whom, although there was a 
religious concord or even unity, yet there was a 
great difTerence of order and ceremony, and so 1 
thought that I should likewise believe myself to be 
called to be a minister onto OsCria. There was no 
long delay of doubt: for la the nigbt after appeared 
unto me one of that order, covered with linen robes, 
holdiog in bis hands spears wrapped in ivy, and other 
things not convenient to declare, which he left in my 
chamber, and aitting in my seat, recited to me aucE 
things as were necessary for the sumptuous banquet 
of my religious entry. And to the end 1 might 
* Ihs Uotyh of Ida was in Cb« Oaapwt MirUus. 
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epiilitc. Is ut 4gmLioiieis cnihi ecUicet certo tliquo 
6ui sijjno 5ubmini$tnu^t, linUbn pedis talo {Mululum 
refiezo cunctAUuiido clementer {ncedebat vesUgio. 
SablaU est erge post Uin njAiufesUm deumvolunU' 
tern arabigultAtis toU caligo, et lllko deae Datutiois 
perreetis ululetionlbus sum mo etadio percontsbar 
alnguloa^ eoqui vesUglum airallia sit ut iomniam. 
Nec ftdesafult: nam do pastoplioris unum conepexl 
sUtim praoter Indldum pedl«, cetero otiam statu 
at(|UO bsUltu oxamusslm nocturiiae imaginl congrueu- 
Cem^quom Aalnium Marcel luui vociUricognovi poaUa, 
reformationts meae non s)leDiim nomon.* Nec mor&tus 
eonvoni protinui eum^Uhoneo ipsum futuri seruionis 
ignarum, qulppo lamdudum consimili praecopto cacro- 
ruin miriistran<lorum eommonefaetum *. nam slid viius 
eit qiiiete |>rozniuu,dum magnodoo coronas oxapUt, 
at de eiue ora, quo dngulorum fata diotat, audlsao, 
mitti sil>i Madaurensers sod admodum |>aupcrom, cuv 
aUtim sua sacra deberet ministrare; nam etilJietudi* 
orum gloriam et ipsl grande compendium sue com^ 
parari provldentia. Adisture modum deeponsus aaeds, 
sumptuum tenuitate contra votum meiim retardaUar: 
nam etviriculaapatrimonii peregHnatlonIe attrtvoraitt 
Impensee, et erogationes urbkao prisUnis illis provin* 
ciallbus antiatabant plurlmum. Brgodurltla pauper- 

' ivmru. tbs reading o! tbs girsa t MUse 
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know him be shewed me » certeln sigo, to 

wit, how the heel of hie left foot wu somewhat 
maimed^ which caosed him a little to halt. After 
that 1 did manirestly thus koow the will of the gods, 
and all shadow of doabtfuJnees was takes awaj, 
when DUtIns was ended I went diligently frooi one 
to another to And if there were asy of the priests 
which had the halting mark of his foot, according as 
I learned by my virios. At length ] found it true ; 
for 1 perceived one of the eompaoy of the Pactophorea 
who Ikdd not only the token of bii foot but the 
atature and habit of his body resembling in every 
point as he appeared in the night, and be was called 
Asioius^ Uareellus, a name not much disagreeing 
from my transformation. Re and by I went to him, 
which knew well enough all the matter, as being 
admonished by like precept to give rne the orders: 
for it seemed to him the night before, as he dressed 
the flowers and garlands alxwt the hesal of the great 
god Osiris, be uiMerstood by the mouth of his imago, 
whieh told the predeaUnationi of all men, how he Jid 
send to him a certain poor man of Madaura, to whom 
he should straightway laLolster his saerameuts, 
whereby through his divine prorideoce the one 
sboold receive glory for bis virtuous studies, and 
the other, being the priest hjraself, a great reward. 
When 1 saw myself thus deputed ai^ promised unto 
religion, ray desire was stopped by reason of poverty ; 
for I had spent a great part of my patriroouy, 
which was not very larae. In travu and pere« 
grinatious, but most of all my ebargea in the city 
of Rome were by for greater than la the provinces. 
Thereby sny low estate vrithdrew me a great while, 

t Adlioatoo’s uou: '« Aataioa by taUaC aws; tks letter* Is 
Arinus.'' 
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tAtis bit«reedenU, <|uod 4it vetus prvveruiuro, lAter 
stcTum et sAxum positui crudabor, letiiia tAmcn 
identidemDuixiiDispmDebsruistanUA, I&mque Mftpi* 
cuU n«n dio« mtgna turbatlone aUmuIatus; postrenio 
luBSUB, veate ipaa mea quomvU p&rvuU dietracu, 
auffieientem earrui auramulam. £t id ipsiuu prae* 
captuiD fuemt speclalitar: ** An tu " inquit “ Si quiun 
rem volupUti Btrtiandaa raoUriB, lacinlii tuia nequa* 
quun pAKeres, nuno UnUa caerimonUB adlturut 
isipAeniten<1«e t« paujiarki cunctaHi cornnittcra ?" 
Ergo igitur cunotia afihiim praeparatla, docom rur«us 
diebuB ioanimU contontui cibU, inauper etlara derato 
eapltOi principalla del noctumia orglla llluatrAtui, 
plena Un fiducia germanae raliginnli ob«equiiiin 
dlvlnum frequentabam. Quoa res euminum pere* 
grinatloni meee trlbuebat aolaciuin, n«o mlnuB eilam 
rietum uberloreo aubmlnistrubat: quidnl^ Splritu 
iavenUs eventua quaeBtkulo forensi nuCiito pei 
patroebiia GertDonlB Romaul. 

ip £t occe poet pauculura tempoa inopinatie et usque* 
quaque mlrlfielB Imperils deum rursua interpellor^ et 
cogor tertlam quoque teletam lueceptare. Nec levi 
cura aollicltus sed o^rido suspeneus animi raecum 
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so that I was ia much distress betwist the victim 
and tbe knife ^ (as the old proverb hath it), and yet 
I was aot seldom urged and pressed on bj that same 
god. In tbe end, beiag of^wUmes stirred forward 
and at last commanded, and not without great 
trouble of mind, I was constrained to tell my poor 
robe for a little money; bowbdt, 1 scraped up 
sufficjent ibr all my aflain. Then thus it was par> 
ticularly spoken unto me, eaylnf: " How is it that 
for a little pleanre thou woutdest not be afraid 
to sell tby vestmeota, but entering into so great 
ceremonies, doet fear to foil into poeerty^ But 
such poverty thou sbalt never repent*' I did 
therefme prepare myself, and for ten other days 
abstain fora all animal meats, and did shave my 
head: then was initiate Into the ceremooiei of the 

( teat god, which were clone in the nifbt, and I did 
requent his Mrvlces and ■acrfHeee tbe more eonft* 
clentiy because I dM already know well the like 
religion of this. Ihis thing gave me great comfort 
In my peregrination abroad, aw likewise miuistered 
unto me more plentiful living, considering by the 
Ihvour of good fortune 1 gained some money in 
haunting to the courts of law, by reason I did plead 
causes in the Latin tongue. 

Not very much after 1 was again called and ad* 
monisbed by the caarveOous commands of gods, which 
I did very little expect, to receive a third order of 
religion. Then 1 was greatly astonled, and I 
pondered doubtfully in my mind, because I could 

* Tba old ■acrldoiaJ ksl/s was of stoua, for iron wsa taboo 
(to UM the earraut aotbnpologkal )ar^) <a rallffous, tad 
thsrafora coniaivstlTa, rltm Tba prowb has ao axaot 
•qidvaliat ia modara BaglUh: ewrba|ia tba aoareat pbrsM Is 
" batwau rha uppw and (ha Mthar ^lotesa.” 

r.g^ 
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ipse cogitetiones exercitius quorsiis novA 

liaec et inauditfi se CJielestiazu porri^ret intAntio, 
qutd subsecJvum qtiemvis IteraUe iam ttad^tloni 
remensisset: xiiminim perperam ve) minus p!ene 
eonsolueruat in me secenios utetque^: et Hercule 
iam de 6de qooque eorutn opinari ooeptabun seqaius. 
Qqo me co^tetioais aestu flactuAntem ad instai 
insanlae percitum sic instruxit nccturoa divlnatiooe 
clemensinuigo: Nihil est *' inquit ^ Quod aumerosa 
serie religionis, quasi qulcqoam ait prius omUsuin, 
terreare. Quia nssidua ista numioam dignatione 
iaetum capesee gaudium, et poUua evulta ter fu turns 
quod alii vel seniel vix coneeditur, teque de isto 
auraero nerito praesume aecnper beatum. Cetenim 
folora tibi eacrorum traditio perneceasaria est, si 
tecum nunc aalteai reputaveris exuvtas deae, quas in 
provineia sumpsisti^ in eodem fano depositas per- 
severare, nec te Eontae dlebus soUemnibua vel 
sup()llcare us vcl, cuni praeceptuni fuerit; feiici fllo 
amicto iDustrari posse. Quodfebx iteque ac feastum 
salutareqne tibi siC, anliso gaudiaU rursum saeris 
initiure diis magais auctoribus.*' 

30 Hactenus dtvini somnii suada maieataa, quod uaus 
foret, proeunliavit. Kec deinceps postposito 7el la 
su^pam procrastinationem reiecto aegotio, siatim 
sacerdoti meo relatis quae videram, inaaiinae pro* 

1 Tha wcrda itmiVtm . . . ulargua ar« Lsdua' actual 
thoughts, and tbansfer* <a OraMo Racla 
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oot ttU wbftt thii nev risoD signified. <n what the 
intent of the eeleeUjil gods was, or bow anything 
could remain jet lacking^ M<lDg that twice ilreadj 
I bad entered the holy ordere. And I doubted lest 
the former prieiU had given me iU counsel or uot 
euougbj and fearing tlut the; had sot Cutbfullj' 
entrusted me, being Id this manner as it were 
incensed. Then wmle I was in this great doubt 
and considentlon. being driven almost unto mad¬ 
ness, the gentle image appeared to me the night 
fhUowing, and giving me admonition said : " There 
is no oeeasion why thou iboutdest be aftald with so 
often order of rellg^. aa though there were some- 
wbaC omitted: bat thou shotudest rather rejoice 
because the gods bave found thee ao worthy, siuee aa 
it Jiath pieaaed them to call tboe three times, when as 
It Is hardly given to any other persou to aehieve to 
the order but ooee x aM tnm that number thou 
msyst tbiuk thyself ever nroat Itappy for so 
great benefits. And know thou that the religion 
which thou must now rteelve h right necesaaryi 
if thou do but consider that the ganaeot of the 
goddess which then lookeat in the province doth 
still remain in the temple there, and to that thou 
caiist not persevere in the worthipplug of her hi 
Rome and in makhig aolemalty of ue festival day 
with thy blesaed habit. Let uen this thing be a 
glory and blessing and health to thee, and once 
more, the great g^ being thy helpers, be initiate 
with glad mind into holy orders.” 

After this sort the divine majesty persuaded me iu 
my sleep what should be to my profit Whereupon 
I forget sot nor delayed the matter at all, but by 
and by 1 went towards the priest and declared aU that 
which I had seen. Then I fasted again from all flesh 
8 r 
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tiaus c&8tiiDC^nia« iugum eubeo et l6g« perpetu 
praescriptis iUi$ decem diebud sponUll sobriet&u 
ceultiplicatif, mstructum teletae comparo largltue, 
ex studio pietstis magis quam moDSura reruxo coi* 
latii. Nec H«rcule Uborutn me sumptuiunque quio 
qtiam tamen paenituJt; qaidnl? Liberall deum 
provideotia iam stipeudib forensibus beUuIt fotum. 
Denique post dies admodom pauculos dens deum 
magnoruca potior^ et maioruiD sumiDus, et sumcDOiucu 
maximus, et maximorun regoator OsiriS; non alienam 
quampiam personam refbrmatus, sed come 6UO illo 
reaerando me digaaCus affamine per quietem pra^ 
clpere visus est, quaxa aune incunctanter gloriosa in 
fbro redderem patrociaia, nec eatimescereca ntaie* 
volorum ditsemiaationes, quas stadiorum meorum 
labotioaa doetriaa ibi differebat. Ac be sacris auia 
gregt cetero permlxtus dcserrirem, in collegiam me 
pastophomm suarum, immo inter ipsos decurionum 
quinquennales ailegiC: rureus denique qoam raso^ 
capdlo coilegii vetustissimi et sub illis SyDae tem* 
poribus conditi munia^ non obumbrato vel obtecto 
ealritio sed quoqueversus obrio, gaudeos obibam. 

t Jtsr« ia th« H86, Oodsudorp supplied the aaceMary 
emeadslUiat roax 
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mecp^UJ^|: to the custois, Ubi of mine owu proper 
will I tmtoined lounr tha& the ten deyt which I 
WM conunnnded, mnd I bought et mj owu cberges 
all thet was aecessery, oonsidering rather the 
measure of cej pletj end sen] then which was 
Ofdeioed. Aod verily I did nothing repeat of the 
pain whleh I bed taken end of the cfaa^^ which I 
wee at, eonaiderlng that the divine providence had 

S ven me aueh an order that I gained much raonej 
pleading of eanaea. PluaUy after a few dayi the 
great god OtJrla appeared la my aleep, which la the 
more powerful goa of the great gods, the highest of 
the greater, the greateat of the highest, and the 
ruler of the greateat, to me in the night, not d!a* 
gulled lu any other form, but in hia own eaaenee and 
speaking to me with hia own venerable voice, com¬ 
manding me that 1 abould now get me great glory 
by being an advocate In the court, and that I should 
not fear the slander and eavy of Ul pereons, which 
bare me stomach and gnidge ty reason of my 
doctrine which I bed gotten by much labour. 
Moreover he would not that 1 should serve hla 
mysteries miacd with the real of the uomber of his 

C ’ ata, but he chose me to eater the college of the 
to^oree, nay be allotted me to be one of his 
deeurioos and quLnquaonial priests: wherefore I 
executed mine office lo great joy with a shaven 
crown In that moat aadeot college which was set up 
in the time of Sylla, not covering or hiding the 
tonsure of my bead, but shewing it openly to all 
persons. 



Jddiiwnai note ic p> 508 

Aptea the 6r«t benteuce of x. 21 ^ the following 
words are fooad io the margin of the second-best 
oianuscript, as well as in another MS. of the Lauren- 
tUn Library: tbej appear to belong between the 
words neat aod Ififtc, In spite of their estremelj 
corrupt stote, it is not impossible that they sliould 
be in part from the original text of Apuleiua i 

Et Hercle oreium pigam (f orropj^ium, ordum 
bigam) per teretem byacifrAgrantis et Cniae rosaceae 
lotionibus expiavit (at. expurgavit). Ac (s^ at) dein 
digitis, hypate, Kehano (A£>S$. Ijcanos)^ mese, para- 
mese, et nete [cAe names of the or iks 

vtuwai notas so called Jrwt (Aeml hastam mei iagiiinis 
nivea $pareitie(M‘<SS. oivei 8pur4d«i)plu8cule excorions 
(«f. excohas) emimdarit £t cam ad ioguinis eepha- 
Jojn (t eapulum, eephalen) fbmiosa muller oonatira 
(al. cooci^m) veoicbat ab orcibus (f mordleitas, a 
mordicibus)ganiiieas egoet dentes aa lovem eleraos 
priapo (? priapon) frequenti frlctura porrixabam 
ipsoc^ue paudo et repaodo rentrera saepiuscule tae- 
Ubain (e4 tractabaiu, and a gloss ''fr^uenta min- 
gebam Ipsa (of. ipsai^ quoque inspidens quod 
genius inter antbteneras excreverat, modicum id 
morulac, qua lustrum stem! mandaverat, T n i alb! 
rarolutionem aotumabab 
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BftlBP, 147 
Bobcoft, tX 

Korop* Bad ibe b«1), III 
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peiTtnaonr dlsMrered Uf bdai 
sUAod bf lulpbitf toDift, 441 
Feroro life, I4I 

OAftmiBfe. tt> tfl, III, III 
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pmerlbe ae a reanatoe of iroo<t 
faJiD, ill; eeonopclUe phpsi* 
ctiB end ble feto^ Sir rr;. 

FimpJa the foddssiei of: f,& the 
Uime, IS 
rieteee, III 



INDEX 


TlMMf* (ToiasitM)» 4KU|;hMr ol 
Cupid 4ad SI* 

!»» 

PlodM, (b« b«rolfl * 1 U o( * <car« 
uaj, 107 

Plot*reb, • QMTBftl teeMtor of 
Liiclu, I, II 

Po«eU«,» putlte ponlM 41 iUbie*. 
j 

lH)0rlo‘i /a«NM4 eomparvd 
Ui« usltti UHmIab ^Um, Tki 
relnBtf.kwflttAB: io*» bar iwr* 
•oA, lni( U r«fMt«d b; bla aad 
trl«i u ktll blah I’ll 111: bot 
bar «va Ma^ bla 
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